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RADIO RESISTING BIGOTRY 





+e 


U.S. Citizenship Protects Martinelli 
In All-Native Met Opera Outlook 


World War III? 





| 
Entry of Italy into the war. will | 
probably result in the greatest num- 
ber of native American singers ever 
to appear at the Metropolitan in 
principal roles, in the 55 years of the 
house’s existence, during the season 
starting December 2. The Met has 
been attacked in the public prints for 
its mediocre casting of Italian and 
French operas, and had intended to 
rectify this for 1940-41 by the en- | 
gagement of some of Italy’s greatest | 


“Swart ow sneer ea Noel Coward's 


‘Cavalcade, 1940 


were unable to secure passports. It 
Noel Coward will revise his 


had been announced that this year 

these singers would have been per- 
‘Cavalcade’ for a possible Broadway 
production in the fall. Madeleine 


mitted to go-to the Colon season 
Carroll would be starred in the part 


starting in August in Buenos Aires, 

and they had planned to come to the 
created by Diana Wynyard. Play 
has never been done professionally 


States at the conclusion of the sea- 
son, for opera and concert. Italian 

in the U. S., although the picture 
version was seen here. 





Milton Berle, after seeing Elsie 
Janis in her recent film, liked 
her performance so much he 
quipped: 

‘Let’s hold her over for the 
next war.’ 

















officials in N. Y. now proclaim that 

passports will again be cancelled. | 

This means the Met, which has been 
(Continued on page 41) 


Windsors’ Splicer Sets 
Up Shop in Hollywood; 
Hires Agent and P.A. 




















Principal hitch to whether the 

Hollywood, June 11. play will be done on Broadway in 

Oldfashioned weddings, without | the fall is the uncertainty of what 
Reno options, are the vogue in; the war and international develop- 
Hollywood since the Rev. R. An-| ments may be in the meantime. It 
derson Jardine staked out his one-} was at first feared that ‘Cavalcade’ 
man Church Around the Corner | would arouse audience resentment 
within a baseball throw of Holly- | because of its pro-British flavor, but 
wood Blvd. and Vine street. At, it’s now figured that public senti- 
least, it is no farther than Jo Di-, ment in the U. S. has changed so 


Maggio can throw from deep center | rapidly that phase would be accept- 


field able. However, it’s a question | 
The Rev. Jardine, who achieved’ whether Coward can minimize the | 
international note by leaping from} drama’s defeatist attitude toward 


war without weakening it theatri- | €: 
cally. 

After a couple of months’ visit in 
the U. S., the playwright Clippered | 


his rural pastorate in England to 
tie the wedding knot for the Duke 
and Duchess of Windsor in France, 
is doing a good splicing business 


in the film colony, urged on by back to Europe last Sunday (9) to | 
an agent and a flack. resume his official duties in Paris 
Without urging, the flack will tell for the British government. Miss 


Carroll was on the same plane, but 
she must be back by July 15. | 


you that the Rev. Jardine, who re- 


i<¥) 














cently celebrated his own 35th wed- 
which has ever wound up in 
may or not be an asset in Holly- | COME THE FUNNYMEN 
{current trend in Hollywood, where | 
May Tour Strawhats 
Hollywood, June 11. land lighter dramas ahead of the tear- 


ding anniversary, has performed 700} 
separation or a divorce. When he 
wood. 
Hollywood, June 11. 
production schedules are being | 
After completing ‘So You Won't | jerkers. Studio execs have realized | 


marriage ceremonies, not one of. DRY THOSE EYES HERE 
3 
hooks ’em, they stay hooked, which 
Ex-Mrs. Jock Whitney | More laughs and less tragedy is the | 
| shunted around to shoot comedies 
Talk’ at Columbia in mid-July, Joe that the public is depressed by daily | 





ing completion 


‘ness women, 
| tion, 


CHURCHMEN Al 
CURBS ON ETHER 


Excesses of Sectarianism 
Tend to Defeat Itself— 
One Recent Bad Example 
Alarmed N.A.B. — Indus- 





try Quietly Balancing Its: 


Time Allotments 





VERY DELICATE 





The American radio broadcasting 
industry is profoundly and perma- 
nently frightened of being caught in 


the crossfire of sectarian religious 
strife. Not much is said about this 
subject. It’s too delicate for gen- 
eral and frank discussion, but none- 
theless the industry leadership 
gingerly strives to bottle up bigotry 
on the one hand and_ exercise 
scrupulous fairness in dealing with 
(Continued on page 30} 


WOMEN OWN, 
RUN CAPE COD 
STATION 





Yarmouth, Mass., June I1. 
Station WOCB, Yarmouth, is near- 


of operations early in July. It will 
have 250 watts power, with un- 
| limited time on the air, will broad- 
cast on 1210 ke. and will cover the 

Cape Cod, Nantucket and Martha’s 
Vineyard areas. 

Helen W. MacLellan and Harriett 
M. Alleman, Osterville (Mass.) busi- 
are owners of the sta- 
having received their license 
more than a year ago from the FCC. 
Miss Alleman is general manager. 
Scott Kilgour, formerly with World 
Wide Broadcasting and WMCA, New 
York, will be advertising director. 
Charles J. Higgins, quits as chief 
announcer at WESX, Salem, to 7: 
come program director. Ralph 
Rice, leaves WNBC, New a 
to become chief engineer. Ralph} 
Lawton, concert pianist, will be) 
musical director. 





‘Largest Theatre’ Opens 


Mexico City, June 11. 
Inauguration of the Cine Colonial, 
7,280-seat theatre, by Oscar and|} 
‘Samuel Granat, operators of a local | 





for scheduled start | 





y% 
> 





Best Cluck 





: Hollywood, June 11, 


Call went out last week to the 
town’s better stock players for 
auditions at NBC. Rounded up, 
they were told the job would go 
to the one who could make a 
noise like a penguin. 

It’s for Kool cigarets. 











Plan Touring Big 
Name Units For 


Red Cross Funds 





Hollywood, June 11. | 
Producers are considering a pro- | 
posal to send several big-name units | 
on a personal appearance tour of the | 
country, with the entire proceeds to | 
be turned over to the Red Cross. It | 
is understood plan calls for joint co- 

operation of producers, Screen Ac- 

tors Guild and Red Cross. 

Idea is to get biggest names in the | 
industry, including Charles Chaplin, 
Greta Garbo, Eddie Cantor, Joan 
Crawford, Edward G. Robinson and 


scores of others whose following in 
the theatres runs into millions. Sev- 
eral different units would be formed 
| and sent out, the territory being di- 
vided up so that a separate unit 
would be appearing in a different 
section each night. 





| 


| Simultaneously, it was learned 
Jack Benny has already started 
checking his schedule to ascertain 


i} when he can spare time to take his 
unit into the Paramount, all proceeds 
to go to the Red Cross. Plans for 
big-name units still is in preliminary 
stage, but is expected to be rushed 


j to sieiteatetetitil in next few weeks. 


‘WB IN CHALLENGE T0 
BRAZIL ON ‘NAZY FILM 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 
In a dramatic challenge to Brazil, 





to prove itself free of Nazi elements, 


Warner Bros. has cabled that gov-. 
; ernment it will donate the entire 
; receipts of ‘Confessions of a Nazi 
| Spy’ to the Red Cross if Brazil's’ 


| seemingly gone by the boards, 
‘are London’s thesps happy about it! 


| comics 


| first 


Borscht & Sour Cream Belt Spending 
$73,000-$100,000 For Talent In 25 Spots 


There'll be no blackout of the 
borscht circuit this summer, come 
what may in Europe. If anything, 
the sour cream belt in the Catskill 
Mountains will officially tee off its 
season July 4 with plans for talent 
expenditures that equal, and may 
even exceed, last year’s life-of-the- 
party budgets. 

You can take it from John Pran- 
sky and Al Beckman, who are in 
partnership for the purpose of keep- 
ing vacationers from ennui, that 


| plenty of actors will find bed, board 


and wages up where the smoked 
salmon meets the great outdoors. 
They are the most prolific borscht 
circuit bookers, having about 25 
spots, and with their shows, they say, 
the resort operators can virtually 
guarantee ‘having a wonderful time.’ 

Pransky & Beckman (the name 
sounds liks it might be on one of 
those busses that meet the trains at 
Monticello) estimate their clients 
will be spending between $75,000 and 
$100,000 for talent this year. A good 

(Continued on page 41) 





'Britain’s Thesps Frolic 


With Relenting of Stage 
Cussing By Authorities 





London, June 11. 
A traditional British taboo applic- 


| able to stage, screen and radio has 


and 


They're cussing again. 

The greater importance of the war, 
currently occupying the authorities, 
particularly the censors, is held to be 
a major factor in the relenting of 
such words as ‘hell,’ ‘damn,’ ete. 
And, what is more important, the 
audiences, which before were azhast 
at their usage, have now come to 
accept them as standard. 

Start of it can be traced to the 
tension period in Europe’s affairs 
when England was no more than 


| Just sitting on the tack. Shaw's ex- 


ploitation of what the common little 
girl can say, given the chance (‘Pyg- 
malion’), then provided the vaude 
with a catchword to be 
bandied with enthusiasm. 

Then radio stepped into line. At 
it was not an uncommon oc- 
currence, when airing from live 
shows in which this expression was 

(Continued on page 41) 





‘Mae West May Tour 


DuBarry’ vice Merman 


Chicago, June 11. 
There is a possibility that Mae 
West will return to legit this autumn 





; 


: | 
| 
| 
| 
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E. Brown will organize a troupe for | a 
a tour of eastern strawhatters in| W2" news and prefers to be amuse | chain of cinemas, brings to 70 the censor will pass the film. Film has 
ma the os agg (ex- — | nat than saddened by motion pic- = of active pic houses in this, peen stalled there since release. 
itney, socialite, may play e | tures city | } 
femme lead with the remainder of| Idea is to get laugh-makers into | | Colonial is claimed to be the larg- Joseph Hummel, foreign sales exec 
the cast recruited in the east. | early circulation to revive the fading jest in the world [as distinct from | | of WB, divulged this offer to 200 WB 
Opens at Dennis, Mass., July 22. boxoffice. amphitheatres and civic auditoriums.] ' salesmen meeting here. 


by taking over the Ethel Merman 
| role in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’. 
| Miss Merman reportedly is sola 
on staying close to Times Square, 
while Miss West is interested in try- 
ing a tour in the musical. 
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ngthy War Clauses Into New 


Player Contracts: 


RKO's Form 


Typical; Equity Turns Down Mgrs. 





! 
Lengthy war clauses are being) 
edded to player contracts by major | 
companies to protect themselves in 
ihe event of the entrance of the 
United States into the conflict, or. 
further falling off of foreign grosses. | 
Clauses are being inserted in all) 
jerm contracts, one-picture pacts! 
with options, and single picture con- | 
jracts without options, but which) 
involve payment of more than $10,- 
000, it was disclosed during the past | 
week, | 
There has been considerable op- | 
position to the all-inclusiveness of, 
the clauses from attorneys for play- 
ers, but objections have apparently | 
been to no avail and the provisions | 
wre going on. Screen Actors Guild, 
ji is understood, has no ground for 
dissent as its standard contract form 
continues in use for minor player 
pacts over which it has jurisdiction. 
On the other hand, attempts by 
summer theatre and Broadway man- 
agers to insert war clauses in ac- 
iors’ contracts, which have been go- 
jng on for the past year, have been 
consistently kayoed by Equity. Lat- 
ter has decided that the ‘act of God’ 
or ‘public enemy’ clause in its stand- 
erd contract and by-laws covers any 
possibility of the U. S. entering the 
tiay or of further effect on the thea- 
(Continued on page 47) 


Shubert Giveaway 
Of Durante at Low 
Fee Burns Clayto 














Lou Clayton, manager of Jimmy | 
Durante, blew up last week when he | 
heard that the Shubert office had | 
erranged for the Schoz’s appearance 
on last night’s (Tuesday) installment | 
of ‘Information, Please’ at one of 
those nominal fees and ordered the 
date cancelled. Dan Golenpaul, 
owner of the program, had arranged 
the date with the Shuberts on the 
basis of plug. possibilities for 
Durante’s present Broadway show, 
‘Keep Off the Grass.’ 

Clayton argued that Durante had 
2 well established radio salary and) 
that he wasn’t going to have it) 
gummed up by one of those nominal 
things. 


Schenck and Moskowitz 
Arraigned Today (Wed.) 


| 








Joseph M. Schenck, chairman of 
the board of 20th Century-Fox, and 
Joseph H. Moskowitz, personal repre- 
sentative for Schenck in New York, 
will be arraigned today (Wed.) in 
N. Y. federal court before Judge 
William Bondy on charges of failure 
tc pay income tgx, fraud and per- 
jury. 

The two men were named last 
Monday (3) in an indictment handed 
up by the U. S. attorney’s office to a 
Federal grand jury which charged 


that for the years 1935-1937 Schenck ' 


deducted over $400,000 in taxes due 
the Government, charging items off 
tc personal expenses such as parties 
for friends; losses in stock transac- 
lions, allegedly falsified; and having 
committed perjury regarding a loan 
of $100,000 to William Bioff, western 
representative of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees. 





Schenck’s Tax Plea 
Washington, June 11. 


Tangle of Joe Schenck, 20th Cen- | 


fury-Fox head, who was _ indicted 


June 3 on charges of tax fraud, con- | 
fpiracy and misrepresentation, ac- | 


Guired another knot Friday (7) 
when the film producer asked the 
~Continued on page 41) 


ARRIVALS 


Irvin Marks, A. Skouras, Mrs. 
Jerry Field, B. M. Messeri, Mrs. 
Robert Schless and daughter, Mrs. 
Robert Montgomery, Ollie Flint, John 





~ Day, S. E. Pierpont, A. L. Pratchett, 


Joseph Friedman, Ben Goetz, Rob- 
ert T. Kane, A. M. Noye, Ramon No- 
varto, Rosario .G. Orellana. 





Jes’ Numbers 


—_———\ 


Among theatre operating prob- 
lems in troubled times, calling 
for some quick conferences, was 
emergency confronting Para- 
mount, N. Y., in assignment of 
dressing room space to Hattie 
McDaniel, current at house on a 
personal. 

She informed the theatre that 
she didn’t want number 6 or 9, 
because she was superstitious 
about those two numbers. 


tren oem 








Linda Ware Remoted 


From H’wood by Radio 
In Contempt Action 





Detroit, June 11. 

The radio voice of starlet Linda 
Ware, coming from Hollywood, was 
entered into the court record here 
| to determine whether the youngster 
‘should be adjudged in contempt of 
court. A portable radio was hauled 
/before Circuit Judge Frank Day 
| Smith to let him hear her speaking 
from the West Coast as proof she had 
| skipped out of the jurisdiction of 
| the Detroit court. Her father, 
| George Washington Stillwagon, was 


in court, too, to identify the far-off 
; voice as his daughter’s. At one 
point the court reporter looked 
baffled on marking down in his notes 
what was happening in Hollywood, 
for Linda had gone into a tap dance. 

The legal to-do all grew out of a 

(Continued on pafe 38) 





N. Y. TOL. A. FOR 14 


That Many ‘Girls’ People 
Abbott-RKO Film 





Set For 





With the closing of “Too Many 
Girls’ on Broadway several weeks 
| ago, George Abbott revised original 
| plans for casting the RKO filmization 
| of the musical and has 14 members 
'of the company set for the Coast, 


FOF HOOGH HHSC HOHHH 
Airlines 
% HHO 44444 44 4646444444444 


A $40,000,000 backdrop ought to 
have a few worthy stars romping be- 
fore it, and the LaGuardia Airport, 
N. Y., has. The quaint folk of Broad- 
way, Hollywood, Radio City, Madi- 
son Square Garden and certain 
Ivory Towers beating their wings 
against the clouds these days make 
up an imposing array. 

Gary Cooper's lanky frame ambled 
down the gangplank of the Ameri- 
can Airlines’ Mercury Friday and 
there were no reporters or photog- 
raphers to meet him. He must have 
grinned and chalked up a credit to 
his studio for keeping things quiet. 
The facts of the case are these: 
everybody thought someone else 





must have sent word along that 
| Cooper was on his way, and nobody 
| aie. The AA publicity department 
sent a stinging wire back along the) 
trail to L. A. 

Lee Shubert enplaned for the 
coast via American Saturday. 

Maxie Rosenbloom flew in from 
‘the Coast for the Thursday nite | 
| Vallee show and his Broadway | 
‘Strand opening complaining that his | 
| (Continued on page 45) 


| | 


SHIRLEY TEMPLE 


| 


AIR DEAL UP; 


Shirley Temple is between two 
radio deals, either General Foods or 
Cocomalt. Frank Orsatti, her agent, 
is huddling on both propositions in 
| New York this week. 
| Any film, now that Shirley’s 20th- 
| Fox deal is no more, won't happen 
until after Jan. 1. Joe Pasternak of 
Universal has been interested, but 
it’s still ir. the talk stage right now. 














REED’S (PAR) FILM OF 
U. S. PILOT-TRAINING 


Ted Reed, Paramount producer- 
director, revealed upon leaving for 
the Coast Saturday (8) after two 
weeks in New York that he had been 
confabbing with U. S. Army officials 
on ‘I Wanted Wings’. Picture, which 
is next on his production schedule, is 
{a story of pilot-training. by the| 
| Army Air Corps. Hurley said it had 
| met with Governmental approval as 








Ban ‘Blackout’ in Song Title - 


Clay Boland, Philadelphia dentist, who is also in the business of 
writing and publishing music, last week found a tune of his barre™ 
from NBC because it contained the word ‘blackout’. The title of the 
song is ‘Blackout! Hold Me Tight’, Theme has nothing to do with war 
and the ‘blackout’ reference is synonymous with its stage usage. 

The censors at NBC advised Boland that the word ‘blackout’ has 
taken on too much of a military significance for them to give the song 
leeway on the network's schedules. They suggested that Boland change 
the title to ‘Lights Out! Hold Me Tight,’ and when Boland started to 
do so he learned that Shapiro, Bernstein has a tune in its catalog 
tagged ‘Lights Out’. 

P, S. Shapiro-Bernstein has refused him permission to borrow these 
words for his title, so Boland’s song stays off NBC, 

‘Belgium Stomp’ Not Acceptable 

Conquest of Belgium reached across the sea last week and prompted 
both the Columbia Broadcasting and Mutual networks to ban a favorite 
original tune used by Jimmy Lunceford. Currently on the air from 
the Fiesta Danceteria, New York, Lunceford scheduled ‘Belgium Stomp’ 
for broadcasts from there. Neither network would okay its playing. 

At the time it was written, several years ago, the number was dedi- 
cated to the Hot Club of Belgium. Lunceford has made several trips 
to Europe for series of concerts and only last fall had one cancelled at 
the last minute due to the start of hostilities. 














Carole’s Preachment 


Incorporated in Book’ Sherwood P ut 


inveiview about 8 year "840, CON Up $24,000 For 
Anti-Hitler Ads 








cerning her willingness to pay in- 
come taxes for the privilege of 
American citizenship, is the basis for 
an entire chapter in a book on civics 
being prepared for the New York 
Board of Education. 


Tome is being written by Natha- 
niel Platt and Muriel J. Drummond, 
teachers at the Newtown High 
School, N. Y. Their intention of 
using the statement became known 
when they sought Miss Lombard’s 
acquiescence. 





De-Spaghettizing 


Laughton’s Film Role 
With Duce’s War Entry 


Hollywood, June 11. 





| 


+ 


Robert E. Sherwood, who authored 
‘There Shall Be No Night,’ wrote a 
warning to America to aid the Allies 
headed ‘Stop Hitler Now,’ which ap- 
peared in a page ad form in al] New 
York papers Monday (10). Same 
copy is to appear in the dailies of 
every large city in the country. 
Sherwood assumed personal respon- 
sibility for the initial cost of the in- 
sertions, estimated around $24,000, 
but contributions to help pay for the 
pages are reported piling in. 


The page announcements were 


| sponsored by the Committee to De- 


end America by Aiding the Allies, 


First effect in Hollywood of Italy’s | of which William Allen White. editor 


war declaration was a switch in the |of the Emporia (Kas.) Gazette, is 
Italian nationality of the character |chairman. At the committee’s New 


: York quarters, 8 West 40th street, 
played by Charles Laughton in a | Helen +s Tallulah Bankhead and 
yarn based on “They Knew What | Glenda Farrell handed out literature, 
They Wanted’ at RFO. Problem of! and petitions with 25,000 signatures 
whether he remains Gritish or some | secured in a few days were sent to 
other nationality pa.ses on to George |the White House. Estimated that 
J. Schaefer, RKO prexy, in New | 600,000 names would be enrolled in 
York. | the metropolitan area alone. 


| acter 


| plus two members of the technical | being exactly in line with recruit- 
staff. Abbott, producer of both the | ing demands. | 
Broadway and film version, had| Treatment of the story, which was | 
hopes of keeping the show open in; written three years ago by Lt.! 
New York all summer and had re-| Beirne Lay, of the Air Corps, re- | 
fused to weaken the cast by taking! ceived the okay and Reed said he 





Studio execs feel theatre audiences | 
might give vent to feelings if char- |on tour in September, with the Lunts 


remained Italian. 
Kanin is directing the picture. 


Lewis Milestone drew the assign- 


|; ment from RKO yesterday (Monday) 


to direct Laughton in ‘Pinkie.’ Rob- 
ert Stevenson will direct the Ginger 
Rogers’ starrer, ‘Kitty Foyle,’ on the 


| same lot. 





Announced that ‘Night’ will be sent 


Garson |and present cast, regardless of at- 


jtendance at the Alvin, because of 


|Polish Relief Fund. 


the play’s significance. 

Sherwood, incidentally, has do- 
nated more than $20,000 of his royal- 
ties from ‘Night’ to various charities, 
including the American Red Cross, 
the Finnish Relief Fund and the 
Several thou- 


more than a couple members to 
Holly wood. 

Complete list from Broadway to 
Hollywood includes Desi Arnaz, 
Eddie Bracken, Hal LeRoy, Ivy 
Scott, Byron Shores, Mildred Law, 
Anna Mae Tesslo, Amarillo Morris, 
Janet Lavis, Libby Bennett, Vera 
Fern, Van Johnson and James Ben- 
ton. In addition, Hugh Martin, who 
did the choral arrangements, 
Jerry Whyte, the stage manager, are 
set to work on the picture. 





Mrs. Montgomery on Why 
Actor Joined the Service 


Arriving in New York on the S. S. 
Manhattan, Mrs. Robert Montgomery 
told reporters of the film actor's 
decision to enter the American am- 
bulance service in France. ‘We were 
listening to reports of the invasion 
of Holland and Belgium over the 
radio at our home in England,’ she 
said. Suddenly Bob jumped to his 
feet and said’ ‘I can’t stand it. 
got to do something.’ ‘He spoke to 
me about driving an ambulance, and 
we both thought it was a wonderful 
| idea.’ 
| Mrs. Montgomery, the former 
| Elizabeth Allen, said she would go 
directly to the Coast to join her two 
children. 





| Fete ‘Oldest Showman’ 


! 
| 
' 
| 
' 
} 





Los Angeles, June 11. 
George ‘Daddy’ Hines, known as 
, the ‘oldest living showman,’ was 
guest of honor at a luncheon cele- 
| brating his 83d birthday. 

Among the speechmakers were 
| John Considine, Hobart Bosworth, 
| William Farnum, Monte Blue, Sid 
,Grauman, Paul Gerson, Harry Len- 
; hart, Betty Bogart and Bob Poole, 
‘i Stuart Blackton was emcee. 


and } 


I've | 


expects to return to Washington in 
about 10 days for approval of the! 
shooting script. Par is rushing work 
on the film to take advantage as far |} 
as possible of the current interest 
in the theme of soldier-training. 


While east Reed was also screen- 
testing a number of Broadway play- 
ers for parts in the film. 


Reed also confabbed with Clifford | 
Goldsmith, author of the Aldrich | 
family series, on the script for the | 
next™ film. He planed west with| 
| Arthur Hornblow, Jr., Par produc- 
tion exec, and Hornblow’s wife, 
Myrna Loy. 








‘Federal Court Watches | 
| Over Barrymore Earnings 





Los Angeles, June 11. 
For the second time in his career | 
| John Barrymore is under financial 
| guardianship of the Federal bank- | 
ruptcy court whfle he pays his debts. | 

Actor agreed to turn over all his. 
earnings, except $1,000 a week. until | 
his creditors are satisfied. 

Debts are listed as $18,711 in State 
and Federal income taxes, $550 for 
rent in New Work, $10,000 in attor- 
ney fees and other obligations to- 
taling more than $40,000. Court 
named Samuel A. Miller receiver. 
Liquidating process will take about 
four months. 


Katz’s 3d Marriage 


Chicago, June 11, 

Sam Katz last week married Mrs. 
Belle Ludwig Potash, the mother of 
Mrs. Elmer Balaban, in Riverside, 
Calif. They were childhood sweet- 
hearts. The Metro executive has 
been married twice before. 

Balaban & Katz was the present 
Metro film producer's first major 











show biz association.‘ ' 


sand dollars of his royalties from 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ have gone to 


MRS. RAOUL WALSH’S | ‘Abeguincotn in ipo 
566 ALIMONY CLAIMS) |... wv 











‘and a day each, to run concurrently, 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Mrs. Miriam Cooper Walsh is ask- 
ing for a judgment of $56,000 from 
Raoul Walsh, her former husband, 
claiming that alimony is due because 
the film director violated the terms 
of a property settlement made afier 
she divorced him in 1927. 


According to the court papers, 
Mrs. Walsh some time after the split 
agreed to take a cut in alimony from 
the original $500 to $325 a week. 
with the stipulation that if he ever 
missed three straight payments, the 
other deal would become retroactive. 





She claims he missed several pay- 
ments. 


SENTENCED IN FAKE 
WILL ROGERS LOTTERY | 


Boston, June 11. 


Dr. Frank Deacon of Chicago was 
convicted last week by a Federal jury 
on two counts of conspiring to trans- 
port and transporting lottery matter 
in interstate commerce. He _ was 
sentenced to two terms of a year 








as result of his part in a $20,000,000 
fake Will Rogers Memorial lottery 
which was being conducted on a na- 
tional scale until Government in- 
vestigators broke it up. 


Dr, Deacon, who wept at the ver- 
dict, was the only one of 72 defen- 
dants to plead not guilty, and it was 
his contention during the trial that 
he had believed the lottery to be 





some sort of contest. 
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Henry C. Cox. 
Harry Fields. 
Matty Fox. 

Hugh Herbert. 
John Justin. 

Bert Kalmar. 

D. B. Lederman. 
Eugenie Leontovich. 
Reeves Lewenthal. 
John P. Miles. 
George Raft. 
Louise Rousseau. 
Joseph M. Schenck. 
Jules C. Stein. 

Ed Thorgersen. 
Jean Tyler. 
Herbert Wilcox. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Fred Allen. 

Libby Bennett. 
William Blees. 
Mary Brian. 

I. Robert Broder. 
John Chapman. 
Howard Dietz. 
Janet Fox. 
Portland Hoffa. 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr. 
Janet Lavis. 
Mildred Law. 
Myrna Loy. 
Johnny Mercer. 
Amarilla Morris. 
Otto L. Preminger. 
Anna Mae Tesslo. 
Mabel Todd. 

Lee Tracy. 

Conrad Veidt. 


SAILINGS 


June 7 (New York to Caracas), 
James McCloskéy (Santa Paula) 
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Film Industry's Defense Meeting 


wr 





Entire resources of the film industry have been placed at the disposal 
of the U. S. Government in national defense plans. Organization to this 
purpose is moving rapidly. Names of personnel who have volunteered 
their time and services are being withheld. 

Following a conference in Hollywood more than a week ago which 
was attended by 30 studio executives, a second meeting was held in 
New York last Wednesday (5), in order to coordinate all effort. At the 
conclusion of the second meeting, the following statement was issued: 

‘Officials of the film industry met at the Union League Club yester- 
day (5) with representatives of the War Department, and pledged co- 
operation of the industry with Government plans for national defense.’ 
The important nature of the aid which the industry volunteers, and the 
seriousness of the situation brought about by the European War, pre- 
clude disclosure at this time of industry undertakings for defense. 





SS 














H.M. Warner Warns Film Industry 
Against Enemies Within; Asks Aid 





Hollywood, June 11. 

Un-American groups, Nazi, Fas- 
cist and Communist alike, were 
blasted by Harry M. Warner in a 
90-minute address to 5,800 members 
of the picture industry assembled on 
the Burbank lot. Theme of the ad- 
dress was that there is no place in 
the film industry or in the country 


at large for Fifth Columnists. 

An appeal was made to all Warner 
employees to turn over to the De- 
partment of Justice anyone attempt- 
ing to foment sabotage or disloyalty 
to the American flag. Supporting 
the Warner appeal by his presence 
on the stand was Arthur Cornelius, 
Jr., chief of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for the southern dis- 
trict of California. 

Citing the results of Fifth Column- 
ists in stricken countries of Europe, 
and calling on all Americans, regard- 
less of creed, to fight against foreign 
dictatorship, Warner said: 

‘It is time that we drop racial and 
religious prejudice and unite for the 
wellbeing and security of all true 
Americans. It is only when persons 
of different faiths remain aloof from 
each other and fail to sit down and 
talk things over that hatreds are 
generated. 

‘Never before has a problem dis- 
cussed between Warners and its em- 
ployees been as important as the one 
we are facing today. Heretofore, our 
worries have been mostly monetary, 
but the situation today not only af- 
fects our financial security but our 
very lives, present and future. I 


have called you together to see what 
we can do in this crisis—and crisis 
it is. It is a problem to which we 
must not and cannot be blinded, as 
have the people of European coun- 
tries been blinded.’ 

Referring to his pre-war tour 
through Norway, Denmark, France 
and England, when people scoffed at 
the idea of enemies within the bor- 
ders, he declared: 


‘I have not worried tonight about 


foes from without the United States, | 
rather about those who are) 


but 
within our shores. 

‘I am not ashamed of being a Jew,’ 
he said. ‘I would be ashamed, how- 
ever, if I stood up and said ‘I have 
no faith. I know of no finer faith 
in the world than Christianity, and 
I pray the.Lord it will survive. The 
Lord said ‘Peace on earth’ to all men, 
and not to those of any race or creed. 
Let’s get together—I, the Jew, and 
you, the Christian, and get together 
that we may save ourselves and our 
families.’ 

Warner revealed that his company 
has lost money on each of its 
patriotic shorts, but that he had 
warned the stockholders that it is 
better to lose that way than to lose 
everything to an invader, 





Defense Pictures 


Hollywood, June 11. 

National defense is the theme of a 
series of features in preparation at 
Warners, with the approval of the 
U. S. Government. First of the two- 
reelers, ‘Young America Flies,’ deals 
with the recruiting of pilots for the 
50,000 planes recently proposed by 
President Roosevelt. 

Series is being made under super- 
vision of Gordon Hollingshead. 





‘Did I Say That?’ 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Joy Hodges is back in pictures, 
from which she retired ‘forever’ at 
the time of her wedding six months 
ago. 
She returned to Universal for one 
of the principal parts in ‘Margie.’ 


British Gov't Exempts 
Key Men in Film Field 


From Military Service 


London, June 11. 

Announcement by the government 
of an extension of exemptions from 
the military draft includes key men 
in picture-making. Move came as 
result of appeal by Producers Asso- 
ciation to the Ministry and stressing 
the fact that depletion of the indus- 
try’s ranks would have the effect of 
widespread ruin in the field. After 
looking over the situation of British 
production when the end of the last 
conflict came, the Ministry handed 
out some new passes. Grades re- 
moved from military service are pro- 
ducers, directors and first assistants, 
scenic men, writers agd makeup 
artists. 

Notably absent from the exemp- 
tions are actors, which makes it 
seem the government is reasoning 
there must be plenty of them around 
over the 4l-year age at which draft 














stands. The industry tops apparent- 
ly see no cause for concern over the 
| talent side; their only squawk now 
; Surrounds cameramen, cutters, stu- 
| dio technicians, etc., who are still 
uncovered by the new exemptions. 


Par Will Tour Shaw’s 
Band to Bally His Pic 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Artie Shaw’s new band, featured 
in the National Pictures (Boris 
Morros) production, ‘Second Chorus,’ 
| will be booked by the Paramount 
theatre department for a tour of 
nine key the film. 











cities to plug 


| Itinerary covers New York, Boston, | 


Los Angeles, Detroit, Chicago, Wash- 
ington, Kansas City, New Orleans 
|! and Providence. 
Shaw is musical director and ar- 
ranger for the picture. Fred Astaire 
is the principal lead. 


| ——— 
} 


|Prissy Lane Calls Off 
| Her Feud With Warners 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Feud between Warners and Pris- 
| Cilla Lane was settled, with the ac- 
tress sharing billing with George 
Brent and Olivia de Havilland in 
‘Honeymoon for Three,’ slated to go 
into production in two weeks. 

Miss Lane had been under sus- 
| pension since her refusal to appear 
in ‘Money and the Woman’ a month 
ago. 

Rosemary Lane stars in ‘The Bride- 
groom Misbehaves,’ which got under 
way yesterday (Mon.) at Warners, 
Noel Smith directing. 

She recently checked in at the 
Burbank studio after a loanout job 





| part in it for her. 


NAZI PROPAGAND} 
N FOREIGN NEWS? 


Newsreelers’ Huddle at Hays 
Office — Balaban Donates 
Par Clips — Theatres Tie- 
ing In 





MAP PLANS 





Newsreel executives and chief as- 
sistants huddled last week at the 
Hays office to ascertain what they 
could do most effectively to present 
the national defense program ts the 
nation. Session tied in with prev- 
ious offer of industry to cooperate 
in every way possible to secure an 
adequate military defense. 

Majority of the reels already have 
begun carrying items to focus atten- 
tion on the immediate need for a 
greater military preparedness in this 
country. Few newsreels have minced 
words in depicting horrors of the 
present European struggle during 
the last month or more. 

Par’s Gesture 

Preparedness and national defense 
speeches by William Green, head of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
and Mrs. Dwight Morrow, mother 
of Mrs. Charles A. Lindbergh, car- 
ried exclusively by Paramount news- 


(Continued on page 47) 


Jean Hersholt — 
Seeks 16 Raise 
On CAB. Rating 


‘Dr. Christian’ serial may not be 
returned to CBS this fall by Chese- 
boro (Vaseline Products) and the 
agency on the account, McCann- 
Erickson, is scouting another for a 
replacement program. Cause is sal- 
ary trouble with Jean Hersholt. 

His contract didn’t stipulate what 
his coin would be on an extension 
and since ‘Christian’ has during the 
past season gathered a substantial 
C.A.B. rating the film actor figured 
that he was entitled to a likewise 
substantial raise. He is reputed to 
be getting $1,500 a week and ask- 
ing for $2,500. 


Glenda Farrell Held 














+ 








All I.Q.’d Up 





Hollywood, June 11. 

Surplus of spying into the op- 
erations of Joe Public’s cerebrum 
has resulted in a feud between 
Metro and Columbia which 
might be titled ‘The Battle of 
I.Q.’ 

Pete Smith, on the Culver City 
lot, is working on the third sub- 
ject of his series, ‘What’s Your 
1.Q.?’ Columbia announces a 
new set of shorts named ‘How’s 
Your 1.Q.?’ It threatens to wind 
up in a legal quiz, ‘Who’s Who 
in 1.Q.?’ 














It’s Dr. Spencer Tracy 
Now; Ripon College 
Mandates No Bailyhoo 


Milwaukee, June 11. 

Although a great hullabaloo had 
been tentatively planned for Spencer 
Tracy’s visit to Milwaukee and 
Ripon, Wis., to receive an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Dramatie Arts at 
Ripon college Monday (10), the 
kibosh was put upon the fanfare at 
the 1lth hour by both Metro and 
Ripon. The college officials, while 
conceding that Tracy, as a favored 
son, was entitled to all honor upon 
his homecoming, wanted nothing 
done that might mar the dignity of 
the occasion at the actor’s alma 
mater, so his bosses agreed to soft- 
pedal things as much as possible. A 
projected formal reception here was 
| called off and fans and interviewers 
| were requested to cooperate by re- 
maining aloof. Many of them did. 

After a quiet Sunday at the Pfis- 
ter hotel here, Tracy headed a motor 

(Continued on page 41) 


SHOW FOLKS ON SHIP 
| BACK FROM WAR ZONE 


The S.S. Manhattan on Monday 
(10) brought in a number of show 
| people among its 2,100 passengers 
| who were jampacked on cots in the 
| swimming pool, crew quarters, on 
| decks, etc. Among them was Irvin 
| Marks, for more than 20 years do- 
|miciled in Paris as rep for the 
| Shuberts, Al Woods, Gilbert Miller, 
et al., handling foreign plays, play- 
ers and authors. 

Mrs. Jerry Field, sister to Laudy 














al 


Chesterfield Indifferent to Theatres’ 
Animus, Demands Biggest Hall 
For Free Glenn Miller Broadcasts 


General Amusement Corp., which 
books Glenn Miller, has been forced 
into a delicate predicament by the 
insistence of Chesterfield that when 
Miller is on the road he must broad- 
cast from auditoriums selected for 
him by the account and not from 
local theatres or other spots into 
which the band has concurrent dates, 
The cigaret company also _ insists 
on reserving to itself the privilege of 
engaging the largest auditoriums in 
such town, regardless of what effect 
that these free admissions to the 
broadcasts might have on Miller's 
boxoffice. 

Chesterfield has taken the stand 
that so long as it has agreed to let 
Miller broadcast from the road there 
is no reason why it shouldn’t gather 
as much goodwill for the product as 
possible by inviting the local jitter- 
bugs for the Miller broadcasts to the 
limit of the largest auditorium in the 
community. The advertiser figures 
that it holds a prior contract on Mil- 
ler anyway and what happens to the 
business of the theatre men or 
dancehall operators who have Miller 
booked is something that the latter 
will have to worry about by them- 
selves. If there are any benefits to 
be gained from Miller’s tours Ches- 

(Continued on page 45) 


KATE SMITH-TAKING 
MIKE TO LAKE PLACID 


Kate Smith ana Ted Collins will 
broadcast their noontime series of 
quarter hours throughout the sum- 
mer. Broadcasts will originate at 
Lake Placid, N. Y., convenient to the 
star’s summer lodge. 

Grape Nuts will get the summer 
plugs after July 1 instead of Dia- 
mond Salt, Calumet baking powder 
and Swansdown flour, other General 
Foods products which have been ad- 
vertised heretofore. 

Regular Friday night Kate Smith 
revue will take the summer layoff. 























Lawrence, Metro’s European head, 
| who expects her first baby momen- 


because of the war crisis. Field is | 


On Broadway By Play tarily, had to leave France suddenly 


Glenda Farrell, currently in ‘Sep- 
arate Rooms,’ at the Mansfield, N. Y., 
is being sought for one of the leads 
in ‘Goodbye to Love,’ comedy being 
tried out on the Coast. Joan Blon- 
dell, who already has a _ leading 
femme part in the play, has wired 
Miss Farrell that there’s also a juicy 
Doubtful if Miss 
Farrell will leave ‘Rooms,’ however. 

Actress is also mulling a couple of 
offers to do ‘Personal Appearance’ 
around the strawhat circuit this 
summer, but that will likewise prob- 
a be prevented by the continued 
run of ‘Rooms’. Comedienne’s 18- 


year-old son, Tommy, has just com-| 
pleted prep school and will shortly 


join her in New York. He wants to 


be an actor. 





F.D.R. SPEECH INTO THEATRE 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Paramount theatre here, in an in- 
novation, cut into President Roose- 
velt’s speech from Virginia yester- 
day (Monday). 

Schedule was perfectly timed for 
the Prez to follow the newsreel and 
the announcement to the audience 
that it would hear the speech 








at Universal. 


brought thunderous applause, 


| aide to Lawrence in Paris. Mrs. Bob 
, Schless and daughter also arrived. | 
Schless, Warner Bros.’ European | 
manager, came over ahead of them 
two weeks ago to report on the for- | 
eign outlook. 
A. Skouras, nephew of the Skouras | 
Bros., and who runs a chain of the- 
atres in Greece, also came over on 
the same boat, as did B. M. Messeri, 
head of 20th-Fox’s Spanish territory. 
He virtually had to leave that coun- 
try because of his frank attitude on 
politics. 


_Abbott-Costello Leaving 
_ N.Y. Fair for Air Show, 


Abbott and Costello are quiting | 
‘Streets of Paris,’ playing the Hall 
| of Music at the New York World’s 
| Fair, the comic serving Mike Todd | 
two-weeks’ notice on Saturday (8). | 
Among the reasons ascribed for thet 

withdrawal is the claim that they’ll 
have to devote too much time to 
their own radio program for Bris- 
| tol-Myers this summer in the Fred 
Allen spot over NBC Red. This | 
starts in July, after the Kate Smith | 
program winds up for the summer. 
; Joie Faye and straight man suc- | 
! ceed. . 
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CONSENT MAY EMBRACE VARIOUS PAST 
PROPOSALS FOR BIZ’S SELF-REGULATION 


Distributor-Exhibitor Relations Likely Via Arbitra- 
tion—Dept. of Commerce’s Group-Selling May Be 
Compromise—More From D. C. Today (Wed.) 





By ROY CHARTIER 


Discussions with the Government | 
on a consent decree, ending nh 
U. S. anti-trust suit against the ma- 
jor film companies, are expected to | 
ultimately embrace, in one way Or) 
another, numerous intra-industry | 
proposals that have been made in 
the past. 

These may include the trade prac- | 
tices code and arbitration machinery 
thereunder which were tabled last 
summer; the Department of Com- 
merce provisions for a consent de- 
cree the end of April; possibly rec- | 
ommendations of the old 5-5-5 con- 
ferences which sought distributor- 
exhibitor harmony; the 10-point pro- 
gram and subsequent recommenda- 
tions of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America and, perhaps, 
the old Film Board of Trade system. 
Last-mentioned was knocked out by 
the famous Judge Thacher decree 
which invalidated the old standard 
form of sales contract and compul- 
sory arbitration. 

Up to yesterday (Tues.), it was) 
anybody’s guess just what form of 
settlement proposals would be of- 
fered by the U. S. The only cer- 
tainty, and that was a condition of 
post-trial negotiations in a final at- 
tempt to reach accord on a consent, 
was that any basis for settlement 
was at the outset conditional upon 
agreement that majors would not be 
forced to divorce themselves from 
their theatres. 


Friday (7) the Break Came 


? 
} 





St. Paul, Big Catholic 
Town, Gives ‘Cargo’ 
A Strange Workout 


St. Paul, June 11. 
This burg—a Catholic stronghold— 
put the works on Lou Golden, RKO 
Orpheum manager, when ‘Strange 
Cargo’ came in for a week’s run, 
with more than.100 phone calls from 


ing that the flicker be withdrawn. 


Contrasting strangely to the beefs | 


on ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’— 
when dozens of threats, signed an 
unsigned, came through the mail to 
Golden—‘Cargo’s’ knockers didn’t 
send in one written protest. But 
the phone had him in a conversa- 
tional dither. 


Golden found most _ protestors 
hadn't seen the pic, but so-and-so 
had said it was offensive ta the 
Catholic religion, helittled Christ, 
etc. Golden stopped ’em by remind- 
ing that the National Board of Cen- 
sorship had passed the film; also, 
that Joe Breen, a Catholic, of the 
Hays office, had found nothing ob- 
jectionable about ‘Cargo.’ Yet scores 
of callers demanded the picture be 
canceled out. One femme said unless 
Golden ran a full-page newspaper 
ad apologizing for showing ‘Cargo,’ 





This was assertedly agreed upon in 
New York Friday morning (7) when 
the Department of Justice made 
fresh overtures toward efforts .to 
work out some satisfactory form of 
appeasement as a substitute for try- 
ing the issues of the suit in the 
courts. Following this meeting, and 
an agreement in principle that both 
sides preferred settlement, if it could 
be arranged, Dept. of Justice repre- 
sentatives returned to Washington to 
obtain authority to go ahead in that 
direction. These representatives 
were told by counsel for the major 
film companies that they were wast- 
ing their time if a concordat in- 
volved divorcement. A point, from 
accounts, was also made concerning 
the suit itself and the question 
whether it would be left on file in 
status quo im the face of a settle- 
ment. Its complete dismissal may be 
demanded. 

Impoyvtant Confab Today (Wed.) 

Uninformed as to just what kind 
of an offer will be made by the Gov- 
ercment, and whether the Dept. of 
Commerce proposals previously out- 
lined may constitute the body of set- 
tlement proposals, the film compan- 
jes expect to hold their first meet- 
ing today (Wed.) with Washington 
officials. The meeting will be held 
in New York and attorneys will be 
advised of tentative consent decree 
plans as a basis for negotiations. 


Major. preducer-distributors who 
are party to the Government suit 
will know today (Wed.) or later on, 
depending on how far official Wash- 
ington is willing to go to obviate 
continuance of the anti-trust suit, 
whether it is going to be possible 
to get anywhere, one company at- 
torney indicated. Until then, except 
for the divorcement angle, every- 
body can do a lot of guessing, he 
added. 


Chain-Owning Companies 
‘Not Going for a Munich’ 


It was indicated in official quarters 
of one of the larger companies con- 
trolling theatres that ‘we are not 


going for a Munich,’ meaning that | 


any settlement with the Government 
is not going to be one of those things, 
although added that no one can tell 


what future Government administra- | 


tions might do on the other hand. 
Meantime, the producer-distributors 

are not relaxing any continued effort 

jn the preparation of the defense of 


the U. S. suit, should it be resumed | 


in the face of inability to agree on a 
consent decree. ‘That is continuing 
today and tomorrow and the next 
day, regardless,’ a leading counselor 
stated. However, as pointed out, it 
appears obvious that, with a war qn 
its hands, defense programs, new 
taxation and other immediate prob- 
* (Continued on page 18) 


she’d get hundreds of people to stay 
|away from the Orpheum from now 
!on. She finally streamlined her de- 
| mands to smaller space, but he said 
|neither his policy nor budget would 
| permit any such advertising. 

One caller got spiteful, 
Golden names and hung up. 


When a large percentage of the 
beefers reminded Golden that St. 
Paul is a strong Catholic town and 
that concerted Catholic action 
against the Orpheum would hurt his 
biz, he remonstrated that hurting his 
house might throw 40 employees— 
many of them of the Catholic faith— 
out of work. ‘Oh, that’s old stuff,’ 
was the howlers’ reply to this. Sub- 
sequently Golden had to take the 
bull by the horns and called Father 
Benz, demanding an even break and 
fair play. Golden invited the kick- 
ers to come in and see the picture 
before registering a complaint; all 
of those who took him up on it went 
away thanking him and telling him 
they saw nothing objectionable about 
‘Cargo.’ 

When the storm blew over, with 
‘Strange Cargo’ running the full 
seven days, as scheduled, receipts 
| tallied up to good biz. 


called 


Loew’s Regular Divvy 


Loew's, Inc., directors voted the 





Wednesday (5), as had been antici- 
pated, on the common stock. Same 


quarter. 
Dividend is payable June 
' stock on record June 18. 


29 to 








DIETZ’S COAST HOP 
| Howard Dieiz, Metro publiicity- 


advertising head, will devote more } 


time on the Coast this summer, mak- 
ing frequent trips west. He will 
; about divide his time between there 
and the home office in N. Y. 

He flew west Monday night (10) 
and on this jaunt will be gone about 
two weeks. 


Legion of Decency members demand- | 


usual quarterly dividend of 50c. last | 


amount was voted for the preceding 





HAKIMS AND RAY GOETZ 
HAVE PLAY PROD. PLAN 


Hakim Bros., French film  pro- 
'ducers now in the U. S., are turn- 
| ing to legit. In association with E. 
| Ray Goetz they'll produce ‘The 
_ Happy Days,’ French drama adapted 


' 
, by Zoe Akins. Play will open in 
| Hollywood in August and in New 
York in October. 

Raymond Hakim said that al- 
though his firm has relinquished its 
option on film rights for ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen,’ it has not entirely given 
up the idea of producing it. Hakims 
| held a ticket on the Charles Mac- 
Arthur play, in which Helen Hayes 
starred, for several months recently. 
| Production of another picture is also 
| being contemplated, Raymond said. 








| Last of the five brothers, Andre, 
, recently arrived in the States. He 
; Was in the sales department. 





Welles Stacking Film 
With Mercury Players 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Practically all the old Mercury 
Theatre players are slated for roles 
in ‘Citizen Kane,’ Orson Welles’ first 
picture for RKO. 
Welles figures on starting produc- 
tion early in July. 





Hays and the G.O.P. 


Will Hays, back in New York last 
week after a visit to Washington, 
| plans remaining in the east until after 
| the Republican convention in Phila- 
| delphYa later this month. He is a 
| delegate to the G.O.P. conclave from 
, the Seventh Indiana district. 


Following that, Hays makes his 
usual summer trip to the Coast. 





| 


No Third Degree 


Philadelphia, June 11. 

Henry Friedman, operator of 
the indie Lansdowne, was being 
interviewed here last Wednes- 
day by Seymour Simons and 
Seymour Krieger, assistant U. S. 
attorneys-general, in preparation 
of appearing as a witness in the 
Government's anti-trust suit in 
New York. 

While going through the intri- 
cate figures, Friedman asked for 
a drink. A bottle of Coco Cola 
was sent up. As Friedman tried 
to Open it the bottle broke, 
putting a gash in his face. A 
hotel physician was called and 
the indie’s cuts were bandaged. 
As he walked out with his 
wounds, Krieger cracked: 

‘For God’s sake don't let the 
Variety mugg see you. They'll 
think that we're giving our wit- 
nesses the third degree.’ 





‘STALL SELLING 
IN NORTHWEST 


Minneapolis, June 11. 
Conflicting claims are being made 
‘as to the progress of the new se})- 
| ing season in the territory. While 
‘the exchanges, for the most part, 
"assert a normal number of dezls js 
/being lined up, Ben Ashe, North- 
"west Allied secretary, insists there 
‘has been practically no buying by 
‘the independents and that ‘thev’)] 
hold off’ until the distributors’ pres- 
ent demands ‘are considerably mod- 
erated.’ It's ‘the tightest unorgan- 
| ized buying strike in recent North- 
| west film history,’ according to 


GRIFFITH'S PAR TRIO | *itf:inwest Ania is urging at ex 


| hibitors to ‘demand’ a 25-33‘. cut 
READY FOR C AMFRAS in rentals and to refuse to make any 
7” | percentage deals. Sentiment also is 
being sounded out regarding «2 pro- 
Hollywood, June 11, | posed buyers’ organization under 
Edward H. Griffith has three | Northwest Allied control ‘if neces. 
strikes on the writing department at | sary in order to bring down pic- 
Paramount, with three completed ture costs.’ 
scripts ready for the cameras. The proposed buyers’ organiza- 
‘Virginia, written by Virginia Van | tion and ways and means of ‘fore- 
Upp, rolls about July 1, to be fol- | ing the distributors to eliminate 
lowed by ‘There's Always Juliet,’| percentage demands and make the 
based on the John Van Druten play, ; 25-33% rental reductions will be 
and ‘Dildo Cay,’ from Arthur Hayes’ among the principal matters up for 
novel of early Florida. | discussion at a convention of all 
' Northwest independents to be held 
| here by Northwest Allied in late 


Par’s Joe Cotten Test June. At the convention, also, an 
|executive secretary will be chosen 


_ Joseph Cotten, who recently closed + handle the reins in the absence 
in Chicago in ‘Philadelphia Story,’ is | of president W. A. Steffes, 
being tested this week for the male 




















whose 
, : ; illness has caused his retirement. E. 
lead in an untitled picture Arthur | Peaslee, Stillwater, Minn., is ex- 


Hornblow, Jr., will produce for | = 
= ’ , : ; pected to be elected as Steffes’ suc- 
Paramount. Ted Reed is to direct. | cessor and it is indicated that a 


Actor went to the Coast from Chi- a : 
apnea : _ | ‘coalition’ slate of other officers, rep- 
cago by moter by way of Texas, ar- resenting opposing factions among 


riving over the weekend. He also , : ; 
has cee pending for two other stu- | the territory independents, will be 
z selected in a ‘harmony’ move. 


dios. Leah Salisbury set the deals. 

On arrival in Hollywood, Cotten 
resumed male lead in the radio se- 
rial, ‘Career of Alice Blair,’ opposite 





RKO’s Fred Dolle Deal 
An early product deal for RKO 





| has been closed with Fred Dolle for 


Martha Scott. | Louisville, covering feature as well 





D.C. Waiting to See How Film Majors 
And Trust-Busters Effect an Accord i" n Sie 


'as shorts lineup for 1940-41. Dolle 
|operates the Strand and Rialto in 
Derby town. 

Andy Smith, newly promoted sales 
; manager of RKO, acted for the cir- 
|cuit together with Harry Michalson, 








Washington, June 11. 


Temporary cessation of hostilities 
between the Federal Government and 
the major companies is not consid- 
ered here as definite assurance that 
a consent decree is in immediate 
prospect. Armistice appears to have 
more meaning in New York than it 
does in the political hub where skep- 
ticism has been expressed for months 
about possible settlement of the anti- 
trust charges out of court. 


There are so many political ramifi- 
cations that an amicable solution— 
at least at this point in the proceed- 
ings—looks improbable. All _ the 
| prestige of the Justice Department 
is at stake in the film case, which has 
been accompanied by the fanfare of 
| a religious crusade, and all informed 
|quarters agree that the price As- 


| sistant Attorney General Arnold will 
| demand for calling off his hounds is 
| higher than the defendants will pay 
willingly. 

| Sudden recess for negotiations was 
|a surprise—and obviously a disap- 
pointment—to the prosecuting wing 
| of the New Deal. While Arnold al- 
| ways has said he will entertain rea- 
sonable offers in any anti-trust liti- 
| gation, he also has made it plain that 
| the Government will not bargain un- 
| til those on the receiving end are 
| prepared to offer as much as could 
| be won by pressing the court actions 
| to a conclusion. In this case, he has 
been adamant about demanding di- 
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HOPKINS’ MRS. CARTER 
Hollywood, June 11}. 
Miriam Hopkins will be Warner 
Bros.’ ‘Lady With Red Hair,’ which 
biogs Mrs. Leslie Carter. 
Picture washes up her studio ¢con- 
, tract. 


’s R 
vorcement concessions. Nothing less | McCrea S est Plan, 
will be acceptable, according to all 
Government sources. Faye, Romero Idness 
No ‘Undue Punishment’ | Pj 

As seen from this distance, the J U Se 
move to hold further talks was in- aZZ B vera x 
itiated by the defendants through 
desperation and for monetary rea- Hollywood, June 1}. 
sons. Fact that any decree entered Joel McCrea’s withdrawal from 
after the U. S. started offering its | the cast of ‘Arise My Love’ at Para- 
evidence would materially aid inde- | mount, on the plea of a needed rest, 
pendents seeking triple damages un-| caused a general shuffling of stars 
der Section 5 of the Clayton Act has|and production schedules. 
not gone unnoted. Arnold has said Ray Milland moved into McCrea’‘s 
he ‘does not desire any undue pun-/} spot in ‘Arise,’ which rolls June 24 
ishment,’ so it is not inconsistent for | with Claudette Colbert as co-star. 
the Government to agree to sugges- | This move left a vacancy in the cast 
tions for a recess and new parleys. | of ‘Virginia,’ which will be filled by 
Even thought stipulations in effect | Fred MacMurray, currently working 
would be a plea of nolo contendere. 'in ‘Rangers of Fortune.’ The delay 

_Reaction to the recess here is|in ‘Virginia’ means that Franchot 
divided. Most interested observers! Tone will not be available at start- 
include the House Interstate Com-| ing and will require a replacement. 
merce Committee, which heard hints | Meanwhile, MacMurray will be 
a couple of weeks back that some | too busy to fill his engagement in 
compact might result. They're stall- ‘Honeymoon for Three,’ scheduled te 
ing with the Neely bill to see if the go into _production at Warners in 
New York talks come to anything,|two weeks. Likely candidate for 
even though it is virtually agreed | that job is George Brent. 
the ban on blockbooking should be! Illness of Alice Faye and Cesar 
ditched and only a substitute bill,| Romero stopped work on two 20the 
appeasing the reformers, should be! Fox pictures, causing the Wesiwood 
reported to the House for a possible lot to carry two expensiv@groups of 
vote at this time. | supporting players for an indefinite 

Myers Skeptical period, 

No comment was forthcoming Miss Faye, slated to start in ‘Down 
from Abram F. Myers, general coun- | Argentine Way,’ underwent a major 
sel and board chairman of Allied operation day before the picture 
States Association. Though he filed | was slated to roll. Romero, holding 
a long statement several weeks ago | the lead role in ‘Ghost of the Cisco 
on the overtures which Arnold | Kid,’ already in production, was 
pigeonholded as inadequate, Myers rushed to the hospital with typhoid 
said Monday (10) that ‘it would be | fever. . 
premature to comment until I see In both cases casts had been as- 
what is proposed. Right now it/ signed and will be forced to idle un 
would be Inopportune to say if I'm| til the stars are able to resume 
for or against settlement.’ The Allied | work. Harry Joe Brown, associate 
head, given much credit for prodding | producer of ‘Argentine,’ is also on 
the D. J. crew into action. hinted he the sick list. , 
might be in New York for a parley 
later this week, but maintained that 
so far he has not seen the text of 
any proposed settlement plan. 

While a decree is physically pos- 
sible, no immediate development is 
anticipated. Arnold was in Chicago 
at the start of the week in connec- 
(Continued on page 46) 
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Mary Pickford Blames ‘Just Pix’ 
As Major Cause For Declining B. 0. 








With or without the war abroad, 
the American film industry was 
bound to face the present b.o. de- 
cline because people are sick of ‘just 

ictures,’ Mary Pickford declared in 
New York last week. Some of the 
drop can be attribtued to radio and 
an increase in other types of amuse- 
ment, she states, but Hollywood it- 
gelf must bear the principal burden 
of blame for sliding grosses. 

Miss Pickford was east for a series 
of confabs with execs of United 
Artists, of which she is a one-fifth 
owner, on means of meeting the 
present discouraging outlook for 
films. She left yesterday (Tuesday) 
for two weeks with her husbind, 
bandleader Buddy Rogers, who is 
playing in Memphis. She'll returnto 
the Coast from there. 

‘There has been too great a pro- 
clivity in Hollywood,’ she declared, 
‘to turn out films on a volume 
basis. The results have finally come 
home to roost. Mediocre pictures 
were all right when the industry was 
younger and every film was a nov- 
élty, but the public is too wise and 
discriminating now. 

‘Middle-grade pictures will no 
longer do. They have got the public 
out of the habit of going to the 
movies. That's why the last few years 
have seen an attempt to combat this 
trend by such artificial means as 
double features, games, giveaways 
and other hypodermiecs which have 
ho real place in the industry. 

The time has come, Miss Pickford 
gaid, when Hollywood must stop 
grinding out ‘just pictures’ and con- 
centrate on two types of product if 
it is to continue to exist in the face 
of declining markéts both in this 
country and abroad, There must be 
top quality films in the upper bud- 

et brackets and low-cost films. 
fedium-budget pictures, she 
averred, must be eliminated as a 
source of loss te producers in the 
present state of things. 

{Similar idea was expressed in 
Variety by Joseph M. Schenck, 20th- 
Fox board chairman, several months 
ago.) 

Miss Pickford predicted few cuts 
in the quantity of product for 1940- 
41, but heavy slicing on slates for 
1941-42 and thereafter. ‘Fewer and 
better pictures will be the watch- 
word for the future,’ she declared. 

Former film star is just as vehe- 
ment about the evils of double fea- 
tures as her fellow-UA owner, 
Samuel Goldwyn. She heartily en- 
dorsed the poll on duals which Gold- 
Wyn inspired Dr. George Gallup to 
make, but said it wouldn’t help ‘un- 
less exhibitors have the courage to 
digest the results and do something 
about them.’ She advocated pro- 
ducers, distributors and exhibitors 
sitting down together to cure duals 
and other evils of the industry, in 
which ‘there must be something 
wrong when business his fallen off 
30%.’ 


A. J. BALABAN HAS 
NEW STAGE SHOW IDEA 


A. J. Balaban, who has been re- 
tired for some time, has a new thea- 
tre presentation idea which, he now 
feels, can wait until the fall or un- 
til a more propitious time after the 
international unrest rights itself. 
Meantime he has been sounding out 
W. G. Van Schmus, with an eye for 
spotting it into the Center in Radio 
City. 

With the Olsen and Johnson 
‘Iceapoppin’ now set for the Cen- 
ter, Balaban is biding his time until 
cooler weather. Other than it’s a | 
new theatre presentation plan, with 
live talent, the showman is with- 
holding details. 


Hubbard’s First Try 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Lucien Hubbard, new associate | 
Producer at 20th-Fox sends his first | 
production, ‘Youth Will be Served,’ 
into work June 24. 











Hurley’s Ad Lib Plans 


Harold Hurley, who parted with 
Paramount on May 22 as producer 
of B product, left New York Mon- 
day (10) for New Orleans. He had 
been in Manhattan about a week, 
huddling with his agent, Frank Or- 
satti. 

Hurley said he has no immediate 
plans except a three-month vacation. 
He had been reported negotiating a 
deal with Par for a indie produc- 
tion unit, but that’s cold now. He'll 
be back in New York next week. 


Amusements Too 


Fight US.-Can. 
Passport Plan 


Detroit, June 11. 


Latest proposal of the Federal 
Government to require Canadians to 
hold passports for entry into the 
United States is bringing a weighty 
protest here from the amusement 
world and merchants. 

With Windsor and its sister cities 
linked to Detroit by bridge, tunnel 
and ferry boat, it would mean a huge 
slashing of local business at a time 
when mutual trading was amount- 
ing to millions of dollars annually. 
While Detroiters, unless retaliatory 
legislation was produced in Canada, 
probably would continue to trade 
across the nearby border, there 
would be a damming of the steady 
flow of Canadian money to this side. 

Films afford a quick example of 
the exchange. When ‘Primrose Path’ 
and ‘Strange Cargo’ were banned 
here, Detroiters caught them in 
Windsor. Windsorites repaid the 
compliment by turning out for 
‘Canada at War’, banned in Ontario, 
when it played here. In fact, the 
smaller Canadian towns provide 
plenty of downtown picture patron- 
age here and finally signs went up 
that their money had to be dis- 
counted. 

Passport expense and bother would 
be enough to end this patronage 
crossing the river. In protesting the 
rule, Harvey Campbell, secretary of 
the Board of Commerce here, sent 
telegrams to national officials advis- 
ing them it would keep 2,000,000 
shoppers, tourists and amusement- 
goers from Detroit annually. 


Upstate N. Y. Nabe Sues 
For Better Clearance 














The River Theatre Corp., operator 
of the Central (644 seats), Pearl 
River, N. Y., filed suit Wednesday 
(5) in N.Y. federal court against 
Skouras Theatres Corp. 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, RKO, Warner Bros., Para- 
mount, Universal, Big-U, United Art- 
is . Corp., and Vitagraph seeking to 
eliminate a clearance setup, under 
which the plantiff claims he is being 
forced out of business. River Corp. 
o, erated the Central for four years, 
under what it terms ‘intolerable con- 
ditions with restrictive clauses,’ 
which had been promised by the de- 
fendants to be eliminated with each 
succeeding year’s contract. 

Its complaint is directed against 
Skouras’ Nyack theatre in Nyack, 
N. Y., which it claims is entitled to 
a seven-day clearance. Instead, be- 
cause of the ‘tremendous buying 
power of the Skouras chain,’ it is 
stated, it is forced to play films 52- 


72 days behind the Nyack, making | 


the Central a junk house. Over $200 
weekly is being lost, it is alleged, 
and a court decree fixing reasonable 





Picture stars Jane Withers. 


clearance is asked. 


PINT, MAJORS 
IN PEACE MOVE 


Trial, Which Started Last 
Mon. (3), Ends Friday (7) 
and Will Be Adjourned 
Again Today Until Next 
Mon. (17), Pending De- 
tails of Permanent Injunc- 
tion 





SETTLING POINTS 


By JOHN C. FLINN 

Negotiations are progressing be- 
tween opposing counsel to end the 
U. S. Government’s anti-trust suit 
against eight major film companies 
by a consent decree which will have 
the effect of a permanent injunction 
against the defendant companies re- 
straining monopolistic practices 
which form the basis of the com- 
plaint. Upon assurances from as- 
sistant attorney generals and film 
company lawyers that an early 
agreement is in prospect, Judge 
Henry Warren Goddard, in the 
Federal court, New York, suspended 
thy trial last Friday (7), and again 
on Monday (10). Request for fur- 
ther adjournment until next Mon- 





day (17) will be granted when 
court convenes this (Wednesday) 
morning. 


There is in sight, therefore, a 
termination of one of the important 
Government anti-trust actions 
against a large industry operating in 
every state and thousands of cities 
and towns. The suit was filed two 
years ago this month. Hundreds of 
U. S. agents have been gathering 
evidence to prove the contention 
that monopoly exists. In defense, 
the film companies likewise have 
spent liberally in gathering data, 
and when the trial began on last 
Monday (3) the legal staffs for the 
defendants numbered half a hundred 
lawyers. Settlement of the case will 
save both sides huge money outlays, 
as it was anticipated that the actual 
taking of testimony would require a 
year of the court’s time, with an 
even longer period for filing and argu- 
ments on appeal motions of various 
kinds, 

In the absence of any authorized 
statement of the status of the con- 
sent decree negotiations, the trade is 
speculating on _ specific terms of 
agreement to which both sides as- 
sented tentatively but with sufficient 
conviction to warrant a request to 
the court for temporary adjourn- 
ment. It is unlikely that Judge 
Goddard assented to any appeal for 
suspension of the action without be- 
lieving that there was sound basis 
for granting the request of counsel. 
It was he who first drew from the 
prosecuting staff, in questioning 
Paul D. Williams, who is handling 
the case for the Department of 
Justice, that the Government con- 
ceded the right of the film companies 
tc own and operate certain theatres 
for the exhibition of films of their 
| own making. With this statement 
| in the record, important because the 
|complaint seeks to divorce theatre 
}Operations from film manufacture 
and distribution, the way was 





ences. 
Another Legal Factor 

Another important legal factor 
which hastened the decision to sus- 
pend trial and seek settlement by 
decree is the provision in the Clay- 
ton act that once the actual taking 
of testimony in a monopolistic suit 
is initiated, defendants become 
liable for private damage suits in 
case the ultimate decision of the 
court is against them. Although the 
ccurt sat for four days last week, the 


dresses of prosecutors and defense 
counsel. Witnesses have been sub- 
poened and a score are in New York 
}at present ready to testify for the 
| Government. 
| been taken, 
In substance, the terms of the con- 
,sent decree now being drafted for 
| submission to the court will incor- 
porate a concession by the Govern- 
J (Continued on page 19) 





No testimony has yet 


time was consumed by opening ad- | 








3 New WB Directors 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Warners handed picture pilot jobs 
to three dialog directors, Robert 
Foulk, Joe Graham and Irving Rap- 
per. 

They will continue to handle dia- 
log until directing assignmenis are 
ready. 


Trendle Sues Par 
To Set Aside °29 
Stayout From Det. 


Determination of George W. 
Trendle, now a radio tycoon of De- 
troit, to return to the theatre op- 
erating field in that territory, may 
develop into an interesting battle 
with Paramount which he is now 
suing in an effort to set aside an 


agreement made in 1929. At that 
time Trendle and John kKunsky 
(King) sold out their Detroit circuit 
to Par for $4,500,000. A condition 
was that they would not reenter the 
film business within a 150-mile 
radius of Detroit for 50 years. 

Now Trendle wants to get back 
into the business. He is reported 
wanting to build four theatres in 
suburban Detroit, in opposition to 
Paramount, whose United Detroit 
chain blankets the motor city. 
Trendle has not advised Par the lo- 
cations of the theatres he wants to 
build but is reported to have sought 
the freedom to go ahead in spite of 
the 1929 agreement. 

At that time, when the Kunsky 
circuit was taken over by Par, the 
company acquired 715 shares of the 
capital stock of Kunsky Theatres 
Corp., all of the common of the 
| Capital theatre building, leases, etc. 
; Trendle and John H. King (formerly 
Kunsky) then entered the radio 
business, but about five years ago 
Trendle made a management-oper- 
ating deal with Par over the United 
Detroit group at $400 a week and a 
percentage of profits. “He stepped 
out last summer to devote his entire 
time to the Trendle-King radio in- 
terests, and Earl Hudson was placed 
in charge by Par. 

The decision of Trendle to return 
|to theatre operation on his own 
| comes as something of a surprise in 
| view of his large radio interests and 
i the extensive profits therefrom. At- 
{tempting to clear the way, Trendle 
| last Thursday (16) filed suit in N. Y. 
| federal court against Paramount and 
King (Kunsky), seeking to set aside 
the 1929 agreement on the ground 
that it was unfair and imposes an 
unreasonable restraint of trade. If 














fix non-competitive territorial limits 
'in Detroit where he may operate. 
| Kunsky is brought in because. he re- 
|fuses to join as a plaintiff, but no 
| relief is being sought against him. 


More RKO Common 


Washington, June 11. 
Petition for registration on the 
New York Stock Exchange of ad- 
ditional common and preferred has 
been filed by Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
| Corp. Papers also cover listing of 
option warrants on the Curb. 











Truant Officers’ Raid on Bway Par 
Follows Similar Drive vs. 42nd St. 
Theatres; 96 Kids Played Hookey 


a 


, 





Swoopdown on the Paramount the- 
atre, N. Y., last Wednesday (5) by 
a squadron of truant officers and 
cops, pulling 96 kids who should 
have been in school out of the the- 
atre, served to dramatize a problem 
which has been vexing Broadway 
house managers for years. They hope 
for a showdown on it on Friday (14) 
when the Paramount is given a hear- 
ing before License Commissioner 
Paul Moss on a charge of selling 
tickets to minors. 

Par license may be suspended by 
Moss, closing down the huge Times 
square house indefinitely for the in- 
fraction, although a much more 
likely action will be a warning. So- 
called ‘raid’ on the Paramount re- 
sulted in the disclosure that seven 
42d St. houses have been similarly 
‘raided’ in the past two months and 
in each case have come off with 
nothing more severe than a ‘don't- 
let-it-happen-again.’ 

_ House managers all agree that bar- 
ring the moppets 16 and under is al- 
most an impossibility because the 
kids have too many subterfuges. 
Simplest, of course, is for the older 
ones to say they are over 16. If they 
don’t look too young it’s difficult for 
the cashier to dispute them. There’s 
also the method of getting some one 
older to buy their tickets and walk- 
ing in with’that person. As to the 
presence of schoolbooks, a sure tip- 
off, some candy stores in the neigh- 
borhood of the houses are said to 
check the telltale volumes while the 
kids are in the theatre. 

Not as Rowdy as Befora 

Although belief in some quarters 
that the boys and girls are not a 
desirable type of patronage, because 
of the trouble they cause with their 
jitterbugging tactics, the major 
Broadway managers now dispute 
that. Bob Weitman, Par; Al Rosen, 
Loew’s State, and Zeb Epstin, man- 
ager of the Strand, all agree that the 
moppets are not the trouble they 
used to be, and that their admissions 
are welcome. It is for this reason 
they seek some definite formula for 
cooperating with school authorities 
and yet not bar those who -have a 
legitimate right to come in. 

Growing number of complaints 
from school principals about truants, 
which led to the 42d St. and Par 
raids, has been taken so seriously 
by the Board of Education that what 
amounts to a special squad to cure 
the evil has been set up. It is in 
charge of George W. Hayden, attend- 
ance supervisor for the west. side of 
Manhattan. About 1,000 kids a day 
play hookey to attend theatres, Hay- 
den estimated. 

Hayden, with 16 truant officers and 

(Continued on page 20) 


HOLT, DARMOUR SPLIT; 
FOREIGN SLUMP CAUSE 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Jack Holt is winding up his star- 
ring contract -with Larry Darmour 











opened for consent decree confer- this is denied, he asks that the court |after four years, during which time 


{he has made 20 pictures for Colum- 
|bia release. Chief reason for the 
|breakup was the lack of revenue 
'from abroad, where Holt drew heavy 
| percentages. 

Darmour is aiming his 1940-41 pro- 
gram at the American whodunit 
market, with a series of Ellery 
Queen detective yarns replacing the 
Holt pictures, for which the star 
drew down $17,500 apiece. 


‘Annie’ Hits the Waves 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Edmund Grainger rolled *‘Tugboat 











| The company wants the Govern- 


|/ment to approve docketing of 2,753,- | 


053 shares of issued $1 par and $3,- 
585,080 unissued shares, along with 
128,170 of $100 par value 6% pre- | 
ferred. The warrants number 2,559,- | 
| 573. 


| Warners. 
jing ‘The Lady With Red Hair’ and 


Annie Sails Again,’ one of his three 
productions, yesterday (Mon.) at 
Meanwhile he is prepar- 


‘The Poor Nut’ for early shooting. 
Marjorie Rambeau plays the name 
role in ‘Annie.’ 


coy tees 





CONSENT’ ENDING U.S. SUIT 
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Wise. 


and Upper Mich. Indies Meet 


To Elminate Duals; View This 


As Means to Cut Costs, Up Quality 








Milwaukee, June 11. 


Elimination of double features, not 
only in this city, but throughout Wis- 
consin is expected to materialize as 
a result of meetings now being held 
here, and exhibitors are already 
hailing the new day as the salvation 
of their business. Upping of film 
rentals for the new season has 
brought matters to a head, and a 
new slump in customer traffic, at- 
tributed generally to war talk, is 
looked to as the power which will 
force complete cooperation in a 
drastic policy change to lower 
operating costs for everybody con- 
cerned. 


Practically unanimous opinion for 
the ousting of dual films was voiced 
at a meeting Monday (10) of the In- 
dependent Theatre Protective Asso- 
ciation of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan, and members hailed with 
acclaim the announcement of their 
business manager, Harry Perlewitz, 
that preliminary conversations al- 
ready held with the chains indicated 
that they were now ready to join 
with the indies in the elimination of 
what many have regarded as a neces- 
sary evil. Further action between 
indie and chain reps is expected to 
be taken at a meeting later in the 
week as result of which the double 
feature problem throughout the state 
will be disposed of in one fell swoop. 


‘Matters have now reached a 
stage which can only be described 
as a crisis,’ said Mr. Perlewitz. ‘Ex- 
hibitors all realize it and they are 
all up against the same thing, inde- 
pendents and chains alike. Costs 
have got to be reduced if we are 
going to live and our film expense 
as well as overtime to projectionists 
will be reduced materially by going 
to single features. Not only that, but 
many former patrons who now stay 
away because of the dual films will 
return as customers again. Also, the 
producers will turn out better pic- 
tures when they don’t have to pro- 
duce so many, and the public as well 
as the exhibitor will gain by the 
change we are going to make. 


‘Not all of our members from out 
in the state were able to get in here 
for Monday’s meeting, but I have 
talked with all of them in the re- 
gional meetings we have been hold- 
ing in all districts and they are 
agreed almost to a man that to re- 
turn to single features is the smart- 
est thing we can do.’ 


COURT REFUSES TO 





OUST EDUC'L TRUSTEE 





Application to remove James A. 
Davidson as trustee of Educational 


Pictures, Inc., was denied Friday (7) | 


by Judge Edward A. Conger, who, in 
an opinion, declared of Davidson: 
‘The only question which remains is 
whether or not the referee was right 
in overruling the objection that the 


?+ 


Van Schmus on R.C. Board 


W. G. Van Schmus has been elect- 
ed to the board of directors of Rock- 
efeller Center, Inc., which controls 
all of Radio City. Nelson Rockefeller 
is president. 

In important capacities in other 
directions, Van Schmus is president 
and managing director of Radio City 
Music Hall Corp., also on the board, 
managing director of the Center and 
a member of the directorate of RKO. 


WB TO SELL 50 
FOR °40-41; TWO 
SPECIALS 


Under a sales policy for 1940-41 
that will be fashioned for a maxi- 
mum in returns, Warner Bros. is 
providing an output that will total 
50 pictures, two of them to be re- 
leased and sold separately. The 
added two ‘specials’ for probable 
roadshowing, give the company a 
40-41 slate that will amount to an 
increase of two pictures over the 
current year (1939-40). 

Films to be handled away from 
the regular contract under individual 
selling on each, will be ‘The Life of 
John Doe,’ to be produced by Frank 
Capra and Robert Riskin, with Gary 
Cooper and Barbara Stanwyck 
starred; and ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
ner,’ George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart production under a deal which 
ealls for a flat sum in excess of 
$200,000 and a percentage of the 
profits. 

In comparison with the consistent 
inability of producer-distributors to 
detail programs for a new season, 
WB is listing almost its complete 
roster of 50 pictures. Salesmen will 











| be provided immediately in virtually 


all cases with info on producers, 
stars, etc., on these film, with titles 
set. 
Other Long Pix 

Expectation is that Warners will 
attempt to sell a half dozen or more 
pictures, depending on how they pan 
out, in the same manner that the 
company is merchandising “All This 
and Heaven, Too’ on a special en- 
gagement basis at increased admis- 
sions. Policy is based on the theory 
that when a big picture comes along 
it is entitled to get more from the 
public at the boxoffice, thus pro- 
viding a greater return for the ex- 
hibitor as well as for the distributor. 

Jack Warner addressed the assem- 


| bled sales forces, and Grad Sears, 


presiding at the three-day meet 
winding up at Pittsburgh tonight 
(Wed.), also outlined new selling 


plans to the eastern-Canadian dis- 





appointee was an interested person. 
With respect to this it is sufficient to 
say that there is nothing in the rec- 
ord to indicate that the present 
trustee is anything but impartial and 
disinterested.’ 


Harry G. Fromberg, trustee of 


| tricts managers, exchange heads and 
| salesmen. 

Harry and Jack Warner, together 

; with Hal Wallis, came on from the 

Coast and will also attend the Chi- 

; cago meeting June 17-19 while, in 

| addition to Sears, those on hand for 


JAMES HALL, ONCE FILM 
STAR, DIES BROKE AT 39 


James Hall, who went down the 
ladder of success in Hollywood much 
quicker than he went up, died last 
Friday (7) of cirrhosis of the liver 
in a ward of the Jersey. City Medical 
Centre. He was 39, but already in 
an obscurity that sharply contrasted 
with his former importance as a film 
star. 

Hall tobogganed after he reached 
the peak of his career in 1930, op- 
posite the late Jean Harlow in How- 


ard Hughes’ ‘Hells Angels.’ Prior to 
that film he was a popular leading 
man, his first major roles being op- 
posite Bebe Daniels in ‘Stranded in 
Paris’ and ‘Senorita,’ in 1926 and 
1927: with Pola Negri in ‘Hotel Im- 
perial’ in 1927, and with Clara Bow 
in ‘The Fleet's In’ in 1928. He was 








Grand National Pictures, Inc., had | both meetings will be homeoffice’s 
sought to oust Davidson, claiming that | Major Albert Warner, Joseph Bern- 
the trustee was a former employee | hard, Carl Leserman, Joe Hummel, 
of GN, and as such could not render | Robert Schless, Roy Haines, Ben 
an impartial opinion on matters per- | Kalmenson, Charlie Einfeld, Mort 
taining to the companies. Referee | Blumenstock, Norman H. Moray, 
John E. Joyce had tossed out this ob-| Arthur Sachson, Al Schwalberg, 
jection, and had also overruled the 
assertions that certain claims had 
not been allowed to vote for From- | 
berg as trustee. In this case, also, the | 
judge upheld the referee. 


Taurog’s ‘Nelly Kelly’ 


Hollywood, June 11. | 40) productions. 

Norman Taurog gets the director While the shorts product will not 
assignment on ‘Little Nelly Kelly,’ be officially announced to the trade 
the Judy Garland musica! to be pro- until next week, it is reported the 
duced by Arthur Freed at Metro. same number as made this year (‘39- 

Picture is slated for a July 15 start. 40) will be produced, a total of 86. 
| This embrace 18 one-reelers and 68 

two-reel] films. 

A promotion announced at the 


WAYNE’S BIG STRIKE 
; convention moves Charles’. Rich, 


Hollywood, June 11. 
branch manager, to the 


Blumberg, Mitchell 
Golden and others. 
Special screenings of ‘All This, 
|and Heaven Too’ and ‘Sea Hawk’ 
| were held for the conventionees. 
| ‘Hawk’ won't be released until Au- 
| gust, but both are this season’s ('39- 


Rawson, 








John Wayne reports July 1 at Re- | Buffalo 
public for the top role in ‘Big Bo- more important exchange at Cleve- 
nanza,’ his first job for 1940-41 sched- | land. Ted Mendelssohn, who has 
ule on the home lot. | been in charge at Cleveland, will be 

He is recuperating from injuries assigned another post, not yet set. 
sustained in ‘The Long Voyage! Change for Rich is effective Mon- 
Home’. ‘day (17). 


Stanley Hatch, Sid Rachetnick, Lee | 
Gil 


also featured in the silent version of 
| ‘Four Sons.’ 

| Although his salary reached as 
high as $2,500 a week, Hall died 
virtually broke. He was admitted to 
the Jersey City hospital May 28 from 
a nearby rooming house, where he 
had been living with his wife while 
playing a small J. C. nitery. His 
body was removed to the city 
morgue to await instructions from 
relatives. Mrs. Hall went to visit 
friends in N. Y. 

Following ‘Hells Angels,’ Hall 
made only a few films ands washed 
up completely in 1932 in an indie 
titled ‘Manhattan Tower,’ released 
by Remington. His personal habits 
broke him in Hollywood and he 
went into vaudeville, in which he 
had played before going into pic- 
tures, but he couldn't stick on top in 
this field either. Hall went down 
the ladder steadily, as gauged by the 
types of spots he played, until he 
sunk to the poorest class of niteries, 
barrooms and joints. 

Born in Texas, Hall was the step- 
son of Billy (Swede) Hall, vaude- 
ville comic. He ran away from home 
to join a touring troupe, and got his 
first job on Broadway at 15 in a 
Shubert musical. He used the name 
of James Hamilton, under which he 
| played several other shows and 
worked as a straight man in vaude. 
Hollywood changed his name back 
to Hall. 


John S. Cohen, Jr., 41, 
Dies m Atlanta: Ex-Pic 
Cric Once B’way Figure 





Death at 41 in Atlanta of John S. 
Cohen, Jr., former film editor and 
critic of the N. Y. Sun and latterly 
writing scripts for NBC, Chicago, re- 
moves one of a familiar quintet of 
Broadway newspapermen who were 
something of a clique during the 
hectic Prohibition era. Young Cohen, 
a working newspaperman-son of the 
late Major John S. Cohen, editor of 
the Atlanta Journal and onetime 
U. S. Senator, was a vivid figure in 
New York night life, invariably in 
company with Ward Morehouse, still 
drama editor of the N. Y. Sun; Rich- 
ard Watts, Jr. now dramatic critic 
of the N. Y. Herald Tribune; Mark 
Barron, now of the AP, and Willard 
Keefe, playwright and publicist. The 
clannishness of this quintet paral- 
leled the palship of Walter Winchell 
and Mark Hellinger, of the same era. 

One of the best informed cine- 
matic news reporters and critics, a 
lingering illness forced Cohen, Jr., 
to take to the Vermont mountains 
for a recuperative period. This was 
seven years ago. He resumed with 
NBC, Chi, later, but again ill health 
compelled retirement. 

Born in Atlanta he graduated from 
the U. S. Naval Academy in 1919, re- 
signing his commission two years 
later to take up newspaper work. He 
| is survived by his mother, a son, 
| John S. Cohen, 3d, and a sister. 


| Par to Eiect Next Tues. 


| Reelection of present slate of of- 
' ficers will be the principal business 

to come before the annual stock- 
| holders’ meeting of Paramount next 
| Tuesday (18). 

It also is probable that the amount 
| of probable second quarter earnings 
| will be aired at the session. Wall 
| Street presently is looking for at 
, least 50c per common share in the 
' quarter ending at the close of June 
| or around $1 for the first half of the 
| current year. Excellent showings 
| by theatres plus steady take on 
| present product is reported back of 
| such optimistic reports. 











Allied’s Nat'l Conv. in Chi June 19-21} 


Promises to Reopen 


« 


Bitter Issues 





Loft’s Show Biz Toppers 


Charles O'Reilly, formerly head of 
the N. Y. City Theatre Owners 
Chamber of Commerce, has been 
elected vice-president of Loft Candy 
Co., due to his activity in the candy 
trade as president of Sanitary Auto- 
matic Candy Co. 

A. M. Greenfield, Philadelphia 





realtor and in the film business there, | 


named president of Loft. 


* 
9 
‘NO BS 

Erasing the smaller double-fea- 
ture material and patterning its en- 
tire program in the ‘A’ division, 
Paramount will not offer more than 
32 pictures of its own, to be made 
by itself, plus a maximum of six ad- 

ditionals to be made outside. 


While it was officially announced 
to the trade that there would be 44 








regular features for 1940-41 no more | 


than the 32 under its own financing 
and two from Boris Morros, with 
outside backing, are at present 
definite. There will be six westerns, 
as officially announced. 

The two Morros will turn out 
raises the total to 34, which, plus the 
westerns, brings the whole program 
up to only 40. An extra four will 
raise the program to no more than 
44, as compared with 52 this year 
(1939-40). 

Pointing to the fact that Par’s new 
policy for 1939-40 is along drastic 
lines and that there always is so 
much loose talk about there being 
no more B’s, Neil F. Agnew, general 
sales manager, states that ‘if we 
make any B’s, it will be an accident.’ 
The angle is that with Par allocating 
the cost of the B's on a larger pro- 
gram as this season (52) over to few 
pictures, all designed for A perform- 
ance, the company starts out to 
make every film an A by selection 
of story, stronger casting, etc. 


Fewer Price Brackets 

As a result of new Par policy, 
there will be fewer price brackets 
under the sales terms to cover the 
pictures. Instead of four or five 
brackets, depending on the territory, 
Agnew declares that there will be 
only two percentage allocations in 
many cases, three in others. It is 
the bottom brackets which are elim- 
inated as a result of lower-budget 
pictures going into the discard. 

Sales policy is to be flexible and 
due to the great variance over the 
country so far as selling is con- 
cerned, territories and 
differing, Paramount will fit the per- 
centages to the pictures it will de- 
liver. 


In holding down its program, Par | 


will produce fewer pictures than 


any of the others, with a view to) 


concentrating solely on A _ time. 
Other majors are all planning pro- 
grams ranging from 50 to 60, though 
some may decide to reduce the total 
later on. 

Par has already sold a number of 
accounts for 1940-41, contracts hav- 
ing been taken in a representative 
number of instances prior to the 


situations | 





| In addition to stressing 1). 

for a suitable arbitration syste). , ... 
tributor concessions, eiimination of 
blockbooking-blind selling, more ade 
equate legislation to curb producere 
distributor evils, Neely bill, etc., if 
is believed the Allied States Asen, 


convention in Chicago June 19-21, 
may attack the efforts being madg 
_ toward a settlement of the U. S. anti. 





, trust suit against the majors. This ig 

feared on the grounds that Allied 
|long a foe of affiliated theatres, wil 
'go on record against a consent dee 
|cree, aside from any distributor eone 
‘cessions that may be. granted, bee 
cause of the divorcement angle. 

Allied leaders have fostered and 
; backed divorcement legislation in 
various States for several years, and 
were exceptionally bitter over thé 
repeal of the North Dakota divorcee 
ment law. While it is too early to pree 
dict what terms of a final settlement 
between the Dept. of Justice and mae 
jors under the U. S. suit may be, any 
willingness of the Government to 
pefmit continued chain operation by 
distributors is virtually certain to be 
decried by Allied. 

An appraisal of development on 
the Neely bill and urging of cone 
tinued rallying to this or any other 
movement for an end of blockbooke 
ing are also expected to be thoroughe 
ly discussed, with a probable review 
of the whole history of the fight te 
date. 

Favor Arbitration 


Allied as a whole, and notab 
|Abram F. Meyers, backed by Col, 
| H. A. Cole, president, favor an effec. 
\tive arbitration system to govern 
|relations between distributor and 
|exhibitor, although last summer Ale 
lied rejected the trade practices eode, 
{of which arbitration was a part. 

| Double features, the tax situation, 
| distributor practices ‘generally and 
{other matters are likely to come up 
| at the Chicago sessions, and predict- 
;ed that three stormy days will mark 
jthis yea®’s meeting. Not expected, 
| however, that there will be as large 
;an attendance as at Minneapolis last 
| June because of no such important 
{issue as a code, on which an open 
|forum with distributors was held, 
| Unlikely that Al Steffes, forceful and 
| oratorical leader in the Allied ranks, 
| and president of one of the associa- 
tion’s most important units, Northe 
west Allied, will be able to attend, 
| due to illness from which he is pres- 
| ently recuperating. 

Sales managers of the major film 
|; companies have been invited to at- 
|tend this year’s Allied convention, 
, and it is probable that some will put 
|in an appearance, though not taking 
part in the business sessions them- 
selves. William F. Rodgers, of Metro, 
who chairmaned the trade practice 
code and was plenty burned at Min- 
|neapolis when Allied turned it down 
in committee rather than put it to a 
vote of the membership, is among 
those invited. He may go. 








Kirsch’s Program 
Chicago, June 11. 

Jack Kirsch, head of the Allied 
| Theatres of Illinois, is planning to 
set off plenty of dynamite at the 
Allied national meet to be held here 
later this month. Has sketched a 
number of questions that he expects 
to pop at the gathering, and it is 
expected that the coming convention 
| will have more explosive power than 
any meet in the history of the indie 
exhibitor organization. 

| Of particular point is the expected 
| resolution for a return of the arbi- 





holding of the convention. 
9 ; tration system. Though arbitration 
Balaban S Luncheon ‘has been out for several years now, 


Will ’ *¢ and the Film Board of Trade is just a 
Stress B ° Exit memory, both exhibitors and distrib- 


Although companies in the past | utors remain convinced that arbitra- 
have often announced that there | tion is a real and vital need in the 
would be no more B's, Barney Bala- | business and that an: arbitration set- 
ban is anxious to impress that Para-|up is the best means of settling the 
mount for 1940-41 is going to be a_ run-of-the-mill squabbles that come 


very definite exception in this di- 
rection. He is planning a luncheon 
Friday (14) at which the Par prexy 
wants to sit down with the trade 
press and carefully outline the 40-41 
plans and policy of his company, 
detailing the lineup in much the 
same manner as at a convention. He 
is going out of his way to do this 
partly because various majors in the 
past have promised no more B's 
but never kept their word about it. 
Par will, Balaban is expected to say 
very emphatically. 

Par is cutting its program this 
year and has removed its B pro- 


| UP throughout the year. 

| Though the Allied organization 
| takes plenty of credit for having 
_ done away with arbitration, Kirseh 
|is now readying to lead a march 
|back to non-court settlement of 
_exhibitor-distributor wrangles. 
Kirsch intends to base his pro- 
arbitration resolution on the usual 
five-man board, and divides his board 
_as follows: One distributor, one affil- 
‘iated exhibitor, two independent ex- 
| hibitors and one neutral, with Kirsch 
| insistent that an affiliated exhibitor 
/is an ally of the distributor and 
| therefore there must be two indie 





ducing unit at the studio, but will | exhibitors on the board to equalize 
still spend as much as for 1939-40, the economic leanings of the distrib 
j and the affiliated exhib. 


a total of $30,000,000. 
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_ Wollaseley, June 12, 1940 


VARIETY 


PICTURES T 





VOTE SINGLES, BUY DUALS 


EAHIBS IN 182 
OUTS POLLED 


First of Theatre -Owner 
Crossleying Indicates That 
Biz Falls Off When Single- 
Pix Policy Essayed—Dis- 
criminating B.O. Minority 
Not Enough to Support 
Solo Films 





CHI NABES FAVOR TWINS 





Exhibitors throughout the nation, 
indie and circuit, large and small, 
are virtually unanimous in their op- 
position to double features. They 
are almost equally unanimous—too 
frequently as the result of sad ex- 
perience—that they can’t do without 
the duals; at least as long as their 
competition continues to play ‘em 
and, as they say, Hollywood fails to 
turn out a sufficient number of good 


features which will stand alone. 


These points were developed dur- 
ing the past week in a countrywide 
poll by Variety of exhibs in 132 
= Survey was made to comp- 
ement and give a practical slant to 
a@ quiz by Variety of theatre patrons 
on duals in the same cities, results 
of which will be found in an ad- 
joining column. As in other such 
balloting, the public declared itself 
| s epateeanged against the 

xhibs were queried to learn if what 
John and Mary America say they 
want jibes with what they demon- 
atrate they want. It doesn’t. 


Albert Gilbert, operator of the 
Brighton, Avon and Riviera theatres 
in Syracuse, N. Y., summed it up in 

thimbleful: ‘The public talks one 

eature, buys two.’ 

Some typical comment on b.o. ex- 

rience as to singles versus doubles 
‘ollows: 

One exec of the Balaban & Katz 
eircuit in Chi states: ‘We are un- 


equivocably convinced that duals are | 


the answer to business in our big 
neighborhood houses, such as the 
Uptown, Marbro and Tivoli. These 
houses have boomed into great 
moneymakers with double features 
and must continue with twin bills.’ 
Duals Outdraw Soles By 50% 
Harry Van Noy, manager of the 
aramount, Anderson, Ind., declared: 
believe duals unsound, but we 
find that on an ordinary, run-of-the- 
mill weekday stand, twin bills ac- 
tually outdraw single features as 
much as 50%. We get scores of in- 
quiries as to whether the current at- 
traction is a double feature (house 
plays duals part of the week, singles 
the rest). These inquiries come from 
persons who are not the slightest bit 


interested in what films are playing, | 
but who are evidently out bargain- | 


hunting.’ 


From Omaha, Milt Overman, g.m. | 


for the Goldberg circuit of two mid- 
town houses and three deluxe nabes, 
has this to say: “There’s an active 
minority constantly exerting pres- 
sure for singles. But we know it 
is a minority, because every time we 


have a single, business drops way | 


down. It isn’t whether I prefer con- 


tinuance of twins or not, but the box- | 


Office that determines it. It always 


says two features are better than | 


one, and sometimes three features 
are better than two.’ 

And in Rochester, N. Y., Lester 
Pollock, manager of Loew’s, stated: 
‘Patrons have plenty of opportunity | 
to walk out after one picture and 
news, but less than 1% of them leave | 
before the end of our four-hour pro- 


gram. Several times we have tried | 


single-featuring an ace picture and 


every time the result has been 8 /| 


heavy loss as stacked up against an 
ordinary double-feature show.’ 

Roy Pierce, district manager of the 
Fox downtown houses in Milwaukee, 
further clinches the argument: ‘We 
have used double features because 
the public wanted them. We have 
tried to get away from them by try- | 
ing out a single feature policy in 
various houses—fair trials, too, of 

(Continued on page 20) 





twins. | 


‘My Pop, My Pop’ 


Hollywood, Jume 11. 

Paramount yesterday (Mon- 
day) registered with the Hays 
office the title, ‘My Pop, My 
Pop.’ 

Edward Small having taken 
care of ‘My Son, My Son,’ it only 
remains for some studio to do 
something about mom and sis. 


HAYSITES WARY 
OF ANY EXTRA 
SCREEN S.A. 





= 

















Plea of some exhibitors for more 
sex appeal on the screen and fewer 
mamby-pamby vehicles is expected 
to keep production code experts of 
the Hays office working overtime to 
maintain the present code-seal stand- 
ards. Biggest yen of certain exhibs 
is for more paprika in screen stories 
without reverting to the more 
boisterous of sexy themes, which 
developed shortly after and during 
World War I. In fact , the present 
wartime atmosphere in most of the 
world today promises to be the prin- 
| cipal factor in the drive for more 
| liberality on the screen. 


Already this trend towards more 
realism in production is beginning 
| to show up in advertising stills and 
| matter sent through the Hays. office 
| mill. Prevalence of so many pic- 
ture mags on the stands today 
makes for a tremendous urge by 
studio press agents to allow certain 
photos to slip through when ordin- 
arily they are carefully perused by 
Haysians first. 

Despite an evident demand on the 
part of numerous exhibitors for ad- 
ditional realism on the screen, in- 
dustry chiefs at Washington hearings 
on the Neely measure were taken 
back by the criticism of certain leg- 
islators. A number were convinced 
there was much risque material on 
| the screen already while others even 
hinted they felt that national or in- 
creased state censorship was needed. 
One national solon at the hearing 
claimed there were several films cur- 
rently released that he would not 
permit his daughter to view. 
| Even in the face of this criticism 
| when many film business executives 
| believed voluntary censorship had 
halted all such critical appraisal of 
screen morals, majority of legisla- 
tors appeared to be convinced that 
it was impossible to legislate a moral 
code and successfully impose it on 
the whole public, whether they liked 
it or not. 














Washington, June 11. 
Day-dreams of Robert H. Sheets, 
March Field cavalry private who in- 
| stigated a $1,000,000 plagiarism suit 
against 20th Century-Fox over au- 


shattered last week by the D. C. dis- 
trict court. 


testimony on Sheets’ claim to parent- 


| picture, Justice James W. Morris 
tossed out the suit in a lengthy mem- 
orandum opinion finding that the ex- 


famous war picture. Morris ogled a 
| special showing of the film, in ad- 
| dition to reviewing the testimony, 
| before deciding that 20th-Fox was 
correct in its assertions that Sheets 
| was not the author. U. S. Supreme 
| Court is the last resort, but little 
| likelihood entertained for success- 
ful prosecution before the highest 
tribunal. 





‘MACBETH’ ON FILM 
Hollywood, June 11. 
‘Macbeth,’ first of a series in Cine- 
' color, was launched by the Classical 
Cinema Co. at Talisman studio. 
David Outcalt produces and S. K. 
} Winston directs, 





Pvt. R. H. Sheets Loses His 
$1,000,000 Suit vs. Fox 


thorship of the ‘Road to Glory,’ were 


Following nearly three months of 


age of the famous novel and motion | 


| doughboy was not the father of the 


‘ZULEIKA’ TAG IN M-G 
FILM SETS PRECEDENT 


Gloria Carruthers, professionally 
‘Princess Zuleika,’ was the winner 
Thursday (6) of a $500 judgment 
against Loew’s, Inc., in a suit for 
$250,000 for libel in ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 
While the award was comparatively 
small the plaintiff did succeed in es- 
tablishing a new point of law. Metro, 
Loew’s corporate producing outfit, 
wasn’t named in the suit. 

The crystal-gazer claimed that her 
professional name, ‘Zuleika,’ had 
been used in the film without per- 
mission, and that Loew’s had Laura 
Hope Crews portray her as a drunk. 
Justice Isidor Wasservogel, in N. Y. 
supreme court, where the suit was 
brought, decided that Loew’s had no 
right to use the stage name without 
payment therefore. Heretofore only 
actual names could be basis for 
damages in actions of this sort. 


Ed Brady a Candidate 











St. Louis, June 11. 

Edward M. Brady, whitewashed on 
a charge of extorting $10,000 from 
exhibitors in conjunction with John 
P, Nick last March, has filed for 
Democratic nomination as_ state 
representative from the Fourth Dis- 
trict, to succeed himself. Brady and 


Nick, the latter permanently ousted 
as head of IATSE, Local No. 143, 
were indicted on a charge of having 
extorted $10,000 from the theatre 
owners to forestall a wage increase 
for projectionists. Witnesses at the 
trial of Nick, against whom the case 
was dismissed by the state, testified 
Nick signed’ a working agreement, 
at no increase in wages, on the day 
Brady received the money in cash at 
a South St. Louis bank after he had 
endorsed a check for that sum. 

When Brady was brought to trial 
the case was dismissed on the state- 
ment of Circuit Judge Thomas Rowe 
that if the evidence to be introduced 
would be the same as in the Nick 
case he would sustain a demurrer. 
Criticism of the Post-Dispatch 
(Pulitzer Publishing Co.) of the 
court’s action in these cases brought 
about a citation for contempt that 
is pending in the state supreme 
court. 





Again for Public Office 





Earning Their Oats 





Hollywood, June 11. 

Harry M. °° Warner’s equine 
moppets earn their oats this 
week in ‘Throughbreds,” a two- 
furlong celluloid sprint, sired, 
trained and jockeyed by Del 
Frazier. 

Eight maidens, om filly and 
otherwise, are entered in a spe- 
cial race one of these mornings 
on the Warners hoss lot in Ingle- 
wood. 








NICK, WESTON 


INDICTED IN 
ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, June 11. 


John P. Nick, ousted head of ‘the 
St. Louis local of the «International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, and Clyde A. Weston, his 
former aide, were indicted by a U.S. 
grand jury here today (Tuesday) un- 
der the Federal anti-racketeering 
act and conspiracy to violate the 
Sherman law. 

The two men are subject to a total 
of 111 years each in prison and fines 
of $115,000 under the 12 counts in 
the bills. There are 11 violations of 
the racketeering measure listed and 
one charge of conspiracy to violate 
the anti-trust act. 

It is alleged in one count that in 
1937 Nick and Weston compelled the 
St. Louis Amus. Co. and the Fanchon 
& Marco Service Corp. to pay them 
$2,000 before permitting the Orpheum 
theatre to open. 

Other counts embrace charges 
made in the recent civil suit to oust 
Nick. He was accused at that time 
of accepting $10,000 from theatre 
owners to forestall a wage increase 
for projectionists, the charges being 
upheld in court. Nick’s resignation 
as first v.p. of the IA followed. Also 

a contempt suit against the St. Louis 
Post. Dispatch by a criminal court 
judge who had previously sloughed 
off the charges. P-D commented on 
the paradoxical situation. 

Indictment today followed an in- 
quiry by Thurman Arnold’s anti- 
trust division of the Department of 
Justice. 








IA Whitewashes Bioff, Reelects 
Browne, et al, as Confab Winds Up 





Louisville, June 11. 

Rolling down the Los Angeles 
well-oiled tank, the International 
Alliance of Theatrical 
ployes reelected its offcers, white- 
washed Willie Bioff, passed the 
proper resolutions, defeated others, 
handed most over to the exec board 


for final masterminding .and ad- 
journed its convention here last 
Thursday (6) a full day ahead of 


schedule. Thirty-fifth biennial get- 
together of 1,000 delegates had 
opened the previous Monday (3). 
Only surprise in a typical neatly- 
planned IA convention came from 
bad boys from L. A.,, who somehow 
got off the beaten path by demand- 
ing two measures to give them a 
voice in their own destiny. First 


machinery to terminate ‘emergency’ 
status declared by the IA prez. Their 
argument was that such machinery 


been giving great lip 
cently). Delegates quickly voted the 
resolution down, however, maintain- 
ing that a union in a state of | 
‘emergency’ is incompetent to exer- 
cise ‘home rule.’ 

Second resolution by the Holly- 
wood group met the same fate a) 
short time later. It asked a refer- | 
endum by the membership, which | 
Pays special assessments, before the | 
exec board lays on any such levy 





Perfume-sprinkling on Bioff, who 


jcouldn’t attend the civention be- | 
| cause of occupying a Chicago cell on | 
local’s demand for home-rule like a | 
| bit of time throughout 


Stage Em-| 


an old pandering charge, took a good 
the meet. 


Gent whom JU. S. income tax in- 


| vestigators are also charging with 


acceptance of a $100,000 gift, among 
others, from Joe Schenck, 20th-Fox 
head, was said in a resolution to 


have ‘been unmercifully persecuted | 


by unscupulous interests determined 
tc exert every means to wreck our 
International.’ 


‘Our brother has been attacked in 
an unfair manner by press and radio, 
resolve stated, ‘and has worked un- 
tiringly to promote tlhe peace and 
welfare of our International, par- 
ticularly in the difficult Hollywood 
situation, and due to his exceptional 


, ability and human understanding he 


they introed a resolve to give locals | 


has gained the affection and respect 


of all who have the pleasure of know- | 
ing him. And whereas if he had not | 


_ been drafted to carry on under the 


embodied principles of ‘democratic. 
labor unionism’ (to which the IA has | 
service re- | 


trying conditions that now exist in 
Hollywood he would be with us to- 
day, be it firmly resolved this con- 


| vention does hereby affirm its be- | 
| lief in the honesty and integrity of 


| 


| 


Brother William Bioff.’ 


VARIETY" SURVEY 
10% Vi. TWIN PIA 


However, ‘Bargain’ Appeal 
Accounts for Paradoxical 
B.O. Strength — Anti- 
Aspects: Fatigue, Eye- 
Strain, Time-Wasting 


KIDS LIKE ’EM 





Double bills, in theory at least, are 
anathema to a great majority of the 
American public, Variery determined 
during the past week in first results 
from a poll by its correspondents in 
132 cities, towns and crossroads vil- 
lages. That the dislike doesn’t ex- 
tend to the boxoffice, however, was 
simultaneously discovered in a sur- 
vey of exhibitors in the same met- 
ropolises and hamlets, first results of 


which may be found in an adjoin- 
ing column. 

Actual percentages -in the initial 
return¢d were 70% against duals to 
30% for. Oddly enough, or perhaps 
not so oddly, these figures are pre- 
cisely the same as those obtained by 
Dr. George Gallup’s Institute of Pub- 
lic Opinion a couple weeks ago in 
a preliminary poll on the same ques- 
tion which was inspired by Sam 
Goldwyn. 

Dr. Gallup, to give some practi- 
cality to his findings, because the an- 
swers to a straight question on the 
preference for double bills are al- 
ways preponderantly in favor of 
singles, was forced to switch it. Final 
results of his poll, he hopes, will 
show not so much what people say 
they prefer, but what they patronize. 

Variety is taking the exhib sur- 
vey to cover this angle and sticks 
to the simplest form of the question 
on duals to obtain quotable opinion. 

Query as put by the Variety 
muggs was: 

‘Do you prefer single or double 
features?’ 

Quotes below are selected to re- 
veal as far as possible new and un- 
usual angles by-the public in favor- 
ing or disfavoring double features, 
as well as to point up the better 
known reasons. One thing quickly 
revealed by the quizzing is that kids 
(20 and under) are opposite in their 
tastes to adults on the duals ques- 
tion. While the proportion of the 
| total population, as noted above, wag 

70% to 30% against doubles, teen- 

agers went for them 56% to 44%. 
| Kids fall into the great class which 

prefers double features because ‘you 
There 
are plenty of adults in the group, 
| too, however. In the moppet sector, 
| Howard Witte, Buffalo, N. Y., office 
| boy, sums it up succinctly: ‘I prefer 
| double features. You get more,” 
| And John J. Powers, Glens Falls, 
N. Y., student: ‘I like doubles be- 
cause usually they are pictures I 
missed in the first run. When I see 
two features, it seems as though I 
am getting more for my money.’ 

An offshoot of that indiscriminate 
‘more for your money’ subdivision is 
a class that may give a real clue to 
what's wrong at the b.o. They like 
duals because they don’t have to go 
so often. For instance: 

Herbert Holtz, attorney, Orchard 
Park, N. Y.: ‘I prefer double features 
| because we go to the theatre only 
half a dozen times a year. Going so 
seldom, I want to get a full dose in 
one sitting—so I don’t have to go 
again too soon.’ 

‘Like My Money’s Worth’ 

John H. Tiedemann, bookkeeper, 
| Buffalo, N. Y.: ‘I don’t go to the pic- 
tures regularly—one once every two 
or three months. So when I go I 
| like to gét my money's worth. At 
the prices some of the theatres are 





| get more for your money.’ 


Copy of the note of confidence was | charging, they should be able to af- 


' Shipped to Bioff in his Chicago cell. | 
| Various AFL and IA leaders had | 


| previously voiced approval of the | 
| former Coast rep. 


ford double features anyhow.’ 

Ed Hill, elevator operator, Roch- 
ester, N. Y.: ‘Give me two features, 
I don’t like short trash. I can be 


In the official family, George E.| entertained even by a bad second 


Browne was unanimously re-elected | 
(Continued on page 47) 


feature and I like a lot of show for 
(Continued on page 10) 
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New 107, Tax Ceiling to Remain 





At 30e; Average U.S. Admish 23c 


el 


Tax exemption on theatre tickets, 
now 40c., will not be reduced below 
30c. in the new defense tax pro- 
gram which is expected to be hur- 
riedly passed by Congress and placed 
into effect for a period of five years. 
There were reports that the ceiling 
might be dropped further to 20c., 
following the first draft of the bill, 
but in reporting it out for quick ac- 
tion, the figure remains at 30c. 

There was an excellent chance 
that the tax would be the same as 
during the last World War when 
there was no exemption and each 
10c. admission carried a bite of Ic. 
(10%). Prior to framing of the bill, 
this as well as a 20c. ceiling were 
discussed but understood that a 
group of southern exhibitors ac- 
quainted with Senator Harrison and 
Rep. Dalton, conferred with them at 
length on the proposals and suc- 
ceeded in convincing both lawmak- 
ers that the exemption should not 
be dropped more than 10c. because 
of the great burden it would place 
on theatres as well as the public. 

Sen. Harrison is chairman of the 
Senate. Finance Committee, while 
Rep. Dalton figured in the tax de- 
fense program as chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Committee. 


Doping the B. O. Scales 

Opinion varies concerning the fig- 
ure at which tax should start but 
this opinion in most cases is in re- 
lation to the type of theatres con- 
cerned. A large chain might be 
satisfied to have the tax start at a 
dime because chains are in the 
higher-admission brackets, whereas 
the rank and file of the smaller in- 
dies escape any tax at all at the 30c. 
ceiling. From the distributor point 
of view, no exemption at all for 
film theatres would be best, because 
then, instead of cutting prices to 
avoid the tax, hundreds of theatres 
would probably be inclined to in- 
crease present scales. Fear is that 
at a 30c. ceiling, houses now charg- 

. ing 35c. to 40c., might chisel down 
to that figure. Others couldn’t and 
since they will be taxed at 35c. or 
40c. under the new provisions, they 
might offset this fear by jumping 
to 45c. or 50c. or more. 

What provides a startling angle on 
film admissions are figures which 
show that the average admission for 
the entire country is only around 
23c. This quickly indicates the large 
number of cases where 10c. and 15c. 
are charged. A house charging a 
top of 50c. would average around 
30c. or 35c., including the low. morn- 
ing and mat prices, plus kid scales. 
A 20c. house: would average about 
12c., it is estimated. According to 
competent authority, many of the 
larger theatres in key centers, par- 
ticularly in downtown areas, play 
to two-thirds of their total. patron- 
age up to 6 p.m. 

Doubt $25,000,000 Yield 

Exports doubt that a 30c. ceiling 
on tax for all amusements but with 
the vast majority of the load car- 
ried by film theatres, would pro- 
duce an additional $25,000,000 in 
revenue. It is also doubted that 
this much would be obtained if the 
ceiling were lowered to 20c. 

- Theatres were first taxed starting 
Nov. 19, 1917. From that date until 
Jan. 1, 1922, there was no exemp- 
tion, with 10c. being taxed 1c. From 
the latter date until July 1, 1924, the 
exemption was 10c., tax in other 
words starting at llc. From July 1, 
1924, until March 28, 1926, the ex- 
emption was raised to 50c., and 
from then on to June 29, 1929, all 
admissions up to 75c. were tax-free. 

For the period June 29, 1928, to 
June 21, 1932, only tickets of more 
than $3 were subject to tax. 

On June 21, 1932, the exemption 
was brought down to 40c., the pres- 
ent ceiling. 





Joan Blondell Collapse 
Causes S.F. Play Delay 


San Francisco, June 11. 

Collapse of Joan Blondell yester- 
day (Monday) resulted in the post- 
ponement until next Monday (17) of 
the opening of ‘Goodbye to Love,’ 
which was to preem at the Geary 
here last night (Monday). Blonde 
film player collapsed on the train 
from Los Angeles and was met at 
the station by an ambulance. At Mt. 
Zion hospital it was said she was 
suffering from ‘nervous and physical 
exhaustion.’ 

Play was to be Miss Blondell’s first 
legit in 10 years. It’s being produced 
by A. H. Woods by arrangement with 
Dick Powell, Miss Blondell’s hus- 
band, 


WB TO AID BALLY ON 
‘HEAVEN’ IN RKO SPOTS 


Warner field exploitation men were 
called into N. Y. during the past 
week to huddle with h.o. represen- 
tatives and RKO people on cam- 
paigns for ‘All This and Heaven, 
Too’ in special.engagements on the 
RKO chain at increased admissions 
of 55-75c minimum matinees, $1.10 
evenings. 

RKO group included Mort Singer; 
Tom Gorman, Chicago division man- 
ager; Dick Meyer; southern division 
manager, and Harry Mandel, head 
of RKO theatre exploitation. 

In addition to the original Los An- 
geles - Philadelphia- Hartford dates 
set for ‘Heaven,’ the following have 
been arranged for the film on the 
special engagement basis: Majestic, 
Providence, June 20; Orpheum, Kan- 
sas City, and Orpheum, Des Moines, 
June 26; Brandeis, Omaha, and Or- 
pheum, New Orleans, June 27. | 








Wanger’s ‘Voyage Home’ 
Art by W.K.s Looking 
To Nat'l Mag Breaks 


Publicity breaks obtained or sched- 
uled to date indicate Walter Wang- 
er’s expenditure recently of about 
$60,000 to bring nine well-known 
American artists to Hollywood to 








paint on the set of ‘The Long Voy- 
age Home’ will reap dividends. Big- | 
gest single break may be combina- 
tion of Life’s film, art and ‘Life Goes 
to a Party’ sections into one big} 
plug for the film. ‘Party’ part will 
be photos of the shindig tossed by 
Edward G. Robinson in Hollywood 
for the artists. 

If the Life break is worked out it 
will appear August 16, simultaneous 
with the release of the picture. 
Esquire, on the same date, will use 
a complete set of color reproduc- 
tions of the 11 pictures turned out 
by the nine artists. 

Art stunt was Wanger’s idea, 
worked out with Reeves Lewenthal, 
of the Associated American Artists 
gallery in New York. Wanger gave 
Lewenthal about $52,000, out of 
which the dealer paid the artists 





varying fees, taking the regular 
commission (around 30%) on each 
for himself. In addition, Wanger 
paid expenses of about $1,000 per 
artist. 

Both the original paintings and! 
reproduction rights belong to Wang- 
er. Starting in New York August 5, 
the paintings will be displayed in 
art galleries of around 35 cities, 
each exhibition lasting two weeks. 


UA Sets 9 Exploiteers 
On Special Staff of 15 


Uniied Artists has set nine of the 
permanent field exploitation staff of 
15 which it is planning. Most of the | 
new men go to work Monday (17). 
Topping the appointments was that 
of George R. Gomperts, who will 
maintain headquarters in Hollywood 
and act as assistant to Monroe 
Greenthal. UA exploitation head. 

Other appointees are Art Catlin, 
Chicago; Charles Perry, Philadelphia 
and Washington; Ed Fisher, Cleve- 
land, Cincinnati and Indianapolis; 
Frank Brunner, Dallas; and Sam 
Siegel, Seattle. All were employed 
by UA previously on a per-picture 
basis. 

New men are George Scher, Bos- 
ton and New Haven; Jimmy Gil- 
lespie, Atlanta, New Orleans and 
Charlotte, former general manager 
for Paul Whiteman and RKO ex- 
ploitation man; and Irwin Zeltner, 
Pittsburgh and Buffalo, former news- 
paper contact man for Loew’s in 
New York. 














ED GARGAN FALLS IN 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Edward Gargan supplanted Andy 
Devine in the cast of ‘Spring Parade,’ 
the Deanna Durbin starrer at Uni- 
versal. 





Devine is slated for 
Daltons Rode.’ 


‘When the 





F&M Stage | Wedding 


St. Louis, June 11. 

Arthur Roskowske, accountant for 
Fanchon & Marco Corp., who is 4 
feet 8 inches tall, and Gladys Wolff, 
a milliner, same height, were mar- 
ried on the stage of the Mikado 
theatre, local F & M nabe last week. 
Roskowske and his bride are each 
28 years old. 

After the ceremony performed by 
Justice of the Peace Benard V. Beck- 
man, University City, Mo., the couple 
departed on a two weeks’ trip to 
Honeymoon Island, off the Florida 
coast, at Tampa, 


ORSATTISAXS 
PHONOVISION 
PROD. SET 


Frank Orsatti and Sam Sax’s Pho- 
novision outfit has taken space in the 
old Edison studios in the Bronx, 
N. Y., and soon starts shooting three- 
minute band and musical shorts for 
usage over the nickel-in-the-slot ma- 
chines. What will be glorified il- 
lustrated songs, with name bands, is 
being put into production now that 
Orsatti, Hollywood agent who has 
been east for over four weeks, has 
the distribution channels going. 


He is setting music royalty deals 
with the Music Publishers Protective 
Assn., and has territories assigned in 
a number of states. The N. Y. terri- 
tory is being handled by Mike Las- 
cari, who has 3,500 automatic cig- 
aret-vending machines and_ 1,500 
other coin devices (including phono- 
graphs). Benjamin Whitaker heads 
a Texas setup; Ed Strong and Moe 
Davis, prominent in Cleveland coin- 
machines, phonographs, etc., have 
that territory; Art Childers, oper- 
ating the Palm Beach Casino, Miami, 
will probably get Florida, although 
there are two other bidders, 


100% Dance Recordings 


Principal of Phonovision for the 
bars, ice cream parlors, taverns, etc., 
will be 100° dance recordings on 
film, so that they’ll be able to terp 
to the tunes and at the same time 
see the name talent perform. 

Sax, who formerly headed Warner 
Bros. shorts production in Brooklyn, 
will turn out the Phonovision shorts. 
The machines -take eight subjects, 
these changed every week. Each 








runs three minutes in length. Ma- 


chines are installed on a five-year 
franchise basis. Home sets, to come 
later, will sell for $550 outright. 
Dempsey’s Broadway Bar installs the 


| first one this weekend and will be 


the public demonstration spot. 

Sax will shoot in 35-mm. but the 
shorts will be reduced to 16-mm. for 
the Phono sets. A commercial setup, 
for advertising purposes, will follow. 
A. C. de Napoli, Jr., of ERPI, is now 
chief engineer of this outfit. 

Orsatti is repcrted having Warner 
Bros., L. B. Mayer, Joe Schenck and 
kindred financing, but states that his 
Irving Trust Co. setup makes the 
money end of it the least problem, 
for the moment, until production and 
expansion might necessitate an ex- 
tensive revolving credit. Factories 
for cabinets, etc., are in New York, 
Chicago and Detroit. 





‘Golden Fleecing’, or Lew 
Ayres’ Rolled-in-Rio Gag 


Miami, June 11. 
Reversing ‘rolling down to Rio’ 
spiel, filmite Lew Ayres winged into 
Miami Wednesday (5) from South 
American safari minus his billfold, 


a lone $1 bill in his jeans, five! 


o’clock shadow on his chin, and a 
hazy tale of being ‘rolled in Rio.’ 

When questioned as to circum- 
stances surrounding departure of 
funds, Ayres gallantly refused to 
blame Rio nite life, and brightly 
quipped, ‘it just happened some- 
where down there, so why sob over 
spilled milk.’ 

Determined to plane on to Holly- 
wood in his penniless condition, he 
refused check-cashing privileges at 
airport, pausing in his dash only 
long enough to greet scribes and ex- 
hibit empty pockets. Little gesture 
was richly rewarded with linage in 
a. m. sheets, 

Fact that he was on way to Holly- 
wodd to star in flicker tagged ‘The 
Golden Fleecing’ was attributed to 
an ‘ironic coincidence.’ 





D.C. Mulls Face-Saving Substitute 
For Neely; Admits Proposals Severe 





PAR’S ROAD P.A. STAFF 
GETS STARTED JULY 1 


Paramount’s special field force of 

eight advertising-exploitation men 
will be placed on the payroll about 
July 1. They will cover the various 
Par districts and work under the 
supervision of the district sales 
managers. Par h. 0. authority over 
them will be Bob Gillham. 
. The men set for the special dis- 
trict field posts and keys are Don 
Chambers, Boston; William Brooker, 
Philadelphia; J. Maxwell Joice, 
Cleveland; Clinton Bolton, Atlanta; 
Bill Landsburg, Kansas City; Carl 
Kreuger, Chicago; Jack Daily, Dal- 
las, and Ralph Ravenscroft, Los 
Angeles. 


‘Lil Russel’ Pitt Preem 
Boomerangs Vs. Deal 
Between KDKA-Harris 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 

Trade deal here ketween Harris 
Amusement Co. and station KDKA 
was suddenly terminated last week, 
with no announcement from either 
side, although reasons behind move 
are generally known. It’s the direct 
result of broadcast night of the ‘Lil- 
lian Russell’ (20th) world premiere 
in Pittsburgh, when Alice Faye and 
Edward Arnold failed to show up at 
the mike for a scheduled lobby ap- 
pearance. 

KDKA had billed the pair, who 
were in Pittsburgh for two days in 
person, for week ahead in their pro- 
gram announcements, turning over 
choice half-hour period to Harris 
outfit in return for assurances that 
Miss Faye and Arnold would be on 
hand. Night of preem, however, 
they didn’t turn up at Alvin theatre 
until 10 minutes after show went off 
the air. Station management went 
on record on the spot that film tie- 
ups in future were out from that min- 
ute on. 

KDKA had been giving Alvin 
regular Wednesday afternoon spot to 
air invited audience reaction to pre- 
views of coming attractions in Har- 
ris projection room, in return for 
which theatre used trailers plugging 
station’s important commercial pro- 
grams. Following non-appearance 
of Miss Faye and Arnold, Si Stein- 
hauser, radio ed of Pittsburgh Press, 
added fuel to KDKA’s burn when he 
devoted his entire column to the 
fiasco produced when film. stars 
failed to show. Charged them with 
a lack of appreciation and good taste. 
There was a downpour night of 
preem, with traffic tied up for 
blocks, and John H. Harris, head of 
company which sponsored preem, 
told newspaper gang it was all his 
fault since he failed to, get Arnold 
and Miss Faye started to theatre in 
time, 


Hertz Lands Two More 
UA Accounts for Agency 




















Hollywood, June 11. 

John D. Hertz, Jr., contracted two 
more advertising accounts for his | 
agency, Buchanan, with United Ar- 
tists producers, Alexander Korda and | 
James Roosevelt, head of Globe Pro- | 
ductions. First Korda job is ‘The 
Thief of Bagdad.’ 

Prior to his departure from New 
York, Hertz appointed John Went- 
worth as Hollywood contact for the 
Buchanan agency. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Jack Scholl inked a writer pact 
at Warners, 

20th-Fox renewed Sol Halprin as 
head of the process department. 

Dilly Loehr drew a player con- 
tract at Paramount, 

Warners handed a writer ticket 
to Nat Hiken. 

Karen De Wolf inked a scripting 
deal at Columbia. 

Paramount renewed Hans Dreir as 
head of the art department. 

Frances Robinson drew a Colum- 
bia contract, 

Columbia signed Michael Blank- 
fort as scripter. 

















Washington, June 11, 

Face-saving formula that may ap- 
pease both independent exhibitors 
and reform groups, though Putting 
former on the spot, is being sought 
by the House Interstate Commerce 
Committe as substitute for the Neely 
bill. Abolition of blockbooking and 
requirement of synopses are deemed 
unworkable and too severe, but 
after more than three weeks of hear. 
ings sentiment favors some legisla. 
tive step to end wails about ‘inde. 
cent’ and ‘low-grade’ film entertain. 
ment, e 
To get the cats off their backs, the 
House’ group voted Wednesday (5) 
to turn the matter over to a sub- 
committee which was told in effect 
to bring back a measure giving un- 
restricted cancellation privileges, 
Intent is to take producer-distributor 
defendants at their word, calling past 
bluffs about the right to reject any 
film that draws fire for moral racial 
or religious grounds, 

The ban on blockbooking and 
blind selling seems dead, but an al- 
ternative as being talked in the 
House committee room may not get 
through. If it should be reported 
out—even though not brought to a 
final vote—this session, the House 
lawmakers would be able to brush 
off the civic, educational, social and 
parents groups that have been keep- 
ing a hot fire roaring back in their 
home precincts and threatening ven- 
geance at the polls in November. 

Despite all the explanations and 
arguments of the majors, a good 
many members of the Interstate 
Commerce Committee (including 
those who are against the anti-block 
feature) remain unconvinced that 
some description of advance films 
cannot be afforded exhibitors. While 
it may not be wise to put a synopsis 
in the lease, fairly potent group be- 
lieves customers are entitled to some 
idea of what will be delivered. It 
is possible, therefore, that the leg- 
islation will include a clause come 
pelling distribs to supply an outline 
of the prospective output, with the 
penalty for inaccuracy or misleading 
statements removed, 

Committee 

The subcommitte to whip some- 
thing into shape is headed by Chaire 
man Clarence F, Lea of California 
who has been regarded as the majors’ 
principal friend. Rest of the roster 
is Representatives Lyle Boren of 
Oklahoma, Martin J. Kennedy of New 
York, James P. McGranery of Penn- 
sylvania (Democrats); and Charles 
A. Wolverton of New Jersey, Pere 
G. Holmes of Massachusetts, and 
Carl Hinshaw of California (Repub- 
licans). 

What will happen if such a sub- 
stitute goes through the House is 
highly conjectural. Judging from his 
general manner, Senator Matthew M. 
Neely is unlikely to be satisfied with 
such a stop-gap, even if it is argued 
the pending New York suit will take 
care of all other conditions he wants 
to remedy by legislation. The House- 
Senate conference probably would 
turn into a deadlock, with the whole 
business dying at the end of the ses- 
sion. 

The House crowd feels that some 
cancellation clause more _ definite 
than any now in use is a reasonable 
proposition. As long as they are 
compelled to sign up for films still 


| unmade, exhibitors are entitled to an 


opportunity to reject product that 


| seems undesirable, it has been ar- 


gued. 

Any suclf alternative to the pres- 
ent legislation would put the pro- 
Neely threatre-owners on the spot. 
They’d have no alibi for unreeling 
any pictures which drew criticism 
from the bluenoses, if the letter 
gave advance warning they didn't 
relish the idea of seeing this or that 
particular film. Most of them, how- 
ever, apparently would be content 
with such a guaranty, since it in ef- 
fect would wipe out compulsory 
blockbooking but still enable them 
to buy in groups. 

The committee seems bound to use 
the New York suit as a way out of 
a highly embarrassing situation. One 
of the arguments in favor of shelv- 
ing the synopsis clause and the sec- 
tion dealing with unreasonable price 
differentials was the possibility of a 
Government victory or a consent de- 
cree. If the defendants negotiate 
some compromise with the Justice 
Department modifying present dis- 
tributing practices, the lawmakers 
would have suffered needless worry 
rephrasing the Senate-approved leg- 
islation, 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Chi's Vivien Leigh Week: ‘Waterloo 
OK $10,000, ‘21 Days’-Sophie Slow 
At $20,000, ‘Gone’s’ $5,500, 20th 


Chicago, June 11. | With Lives’ (Col). J 
a toh ie i m ‘Last week, ‘Saturday’s 
Vivian Leigh is in three houses on (WB) and “Ski Patrol’ 

virtually a single Dearborn and | 3 90. 

Randolph corner currently. Woods Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘House 
holds over in its 20th week of ‘Gone | Across Bay’ (UA). After a week at 
with the Wind,’ the United Artists|each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Tomboy’ (Mono). Okay $2,000. 


has ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ while the 
Oriental is doing the best it can with | Last week, ‘Had My Way’ (U), after 
a week at each the Denver and 


‘21 Days Together.’ 
Business is taking its worst slump | Aladdin, and “Babies for Sale’ (Col), 
okay $2,000. 





Pleasing $4,500. 
Children’ 
(U) fair at 








weather and other factors are the 
alibis. 
Starting on the Monday of last 
week, the loop took a brutal nose- 
dive after a brilliant weekend. 
Vaudfilm houses such as the Chi- 
cago, State-Lake and Oriental are 
strictly up against it despite sup- 
posedly strong flicker support. 
is gathering money primarily from | 
evening trade due to an ‘acults only’) 
plaster. | e 
Estimates for This Week | 
Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Russell’ (20th). Came here from : ; 
the Chicago, but not going any | Indianapolis, June 11. 
yore Fo Rg Ban ios week, Cooling systems have no lure for 
$4,700 ays ildren’ ( ), $0°S90) sun-thirsty citizens here, with box- 


About the best general house pace | 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) — office receipts in the downtown sec- 


in months. Headline sadness, the 

| ? 9 >] 
currently is ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ which , 
‘My Son’ (UA) and stage show. Car- | tor showing only average take des- 


men Miranda on stage in ‘La Conga’. pite strength of marquee billings. 


show, but not of any b.o. conse- | . 
quence. House saddens currently at | Managers console themselves with 
‘the thought that as soon as epider- 


$25,000. Last week, ‘Russell’ (20th) 
ehh hla yap tg —. to | mis of natives soaks up enough vita- 
$ ha ay, es Coane Fe. ‘min D, they'll be coming around to 
— Edison Man’ (M-G).. Whipped in refrigerate in film houses again. 
here after sudden yank out of United | In the meantime, bank tellers can 
Artists. Just dawdling at $3,500,/ count it in a hurry, giving a slight 
Last week, ‘40 Mothers’ (M-G), meek | edge to Loew's with “Susan and God’ 
$3,900. | doubled with ‘Man With Nine Lives,’ 
Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 35-55-65) over Indiana with ‘Torrid Zone’ and 
—‘21 Days’ (Col) and vaude. Sophie | ‘Cavalcade of Academy Winners.’ 
Tucker headlining on stage and ac- | _ Estimates for This Week 
counting for large part of money,| Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
but general loop conditions slow at 49)—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and 
resent and holding take here to | ‘Saint Takes Over’ (RKO). Okay $5,- 
$20.00. sluggish. Last week, ‘Irene’ | 500. Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ 
(RKO) and Bob Crosby band, got | (20th), also moved over from In- 
away to a smacking pace, but sagged ; diana, oke $4,500. 
with the loop in midweek to finish Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
with $27,100, good. 340)—Torrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Caval- 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- |cade Academy Winners’ (WB). Fair 
73)—Typhoon’ (Par) (2d wk.). Not | $7,200. Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 
getting much of a play to $3,500, sad,|(RKO) and ‘Saint Takes Over’ 
after taking skimpy $8,800 for initial | (RKO), very good $9,400. 
session. | Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 25-40)— —Susan and God’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
‘Kildare’s Case’ (M-G) and Louis | Nine Lives’ (Col). Biggest fish in 
Armstrong band unit. Strictly the |small pond with fair $7,500. Last 
stage currently that’s holding b.o. to : week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and 
respectable figure at $15,000. Last | ‘Wolf Lady’ (Col), okay $7,000. 
week, ‘Farmer’s Daughter’ (Par)! _Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
and Sally Rand unit, satisfactory \‘Women War’ (Rep) and Bob Crosby 
$16,200. orch. Just over the black line at 
United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; | $9,800. Last week ‘Crooked Road’ 
35-55-65-75)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M- | (Rep) and Henry Busse orch with 
G). Getting evening adult play for | Willie and Eugene Howard, okay 
profitable initial session at $10,000. | $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) 
nose-dived suddenly in second week 
with rest of town and scrammed to 
$6,300, disappointing. 





{ 





‘Susan’ $5,500, ‘Orchid’ 


Woeds (Essaness) (1,200: 75-$1.10- | 5G i 
ge es ae, 881.10- | 5G Bloom in Port., Ore. 
Portland, Ore., June 11. 


om June 7 °(Friday) three nabe 

Ouses opened with ‘Gone’ under 5 

same policy, with weekend business —— = pee Pages ong 
at the outlying houses proving slow. |~ lpia itheri fcc aencanigat 
Loop house also affected in general 
decline, but holding to $5,500 cur- 
rently, after taking $7,000 last week. 


Vaude Ups ‘Conga Nights’ 
To Fine $14,000, Denver 


; Denver, June 11. 
Rains over weekend, which kept 
folks in town, as well as deterring 
many from going to amusement 
parks, buffed all first-runs, with 
stage show at the Denver getting 


|; Roses, annual local production that 
_crimps pic grosses. 

| Honors about even, with ‘Susan 
and God’ at Parker’s UA, ‘Safari’ at 
;the Liberty and ‘Brother Orchid’ at 
ithe Broadway. 





the big Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 
‘Can’t Give Anything but Love’ (U). 
|Pulling good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Torrid Zone’ 
‘of Academy Award’ (WB) fair sec- 





credit for most of the money. ‘Ty- | ond week, $3.800. 
Phoon,’ at the Denham, is doing well; Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
enough to hold over. i000: 30-35-40)—‘Safari’ (Par) and 
Estimates for This Week ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO). Aver- 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— age $4,000. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ 


‘Lilian Russell’ (20th). After a week 


at the Denver, doing mild $4,000. |\(RKO) closed 11 days for satisfactory 
Last week, ‘House Across Bay’ | $5,900. 
(UA). fair $3,500 after a week at| Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.500; | 


the Denver. 

: Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Bill of Di- 
vorcement’ (RKO). After a week 


| 30-35-40)—"Waterloo Bridge’ 
and ‘Angel! from Texas’ (WB). Moved 
|from UA, average $2,500. Last week, 


at the Orpheum, okay, $3,000. Last Mistake’ (Par), decent fourth week 
week, ‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and at $3,200 | 
Saint Takes Over’ (RKO), fair $2,000 Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; | 


after two weeks at the Orpheum. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35- 


' Count Berni Vici’s ‘Comedie Fran- 
40)—‘Typhoon’ (Par). Fine $8,000. i 


caise’ stage unit. 


Last week, ‘Those Days’ (Par), very week (15-25-35) ‘Gaucho Serenade’ | 
poor $3,000. |(Rep) and ‘Tomboy’ (Mono), plus | 
Denver (Fox) 2,525: 25-35-40)— | vaude, fair $4,000. ‘ 


‘La Conga Nights’ (U) and stage-| Paramount 
show, Big $14,000. Last week. ‘Lil-| (3.000: 30-35-40)—‘Lillian Russell’ 
lian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Chan’s/ (20th) and ‘Saint Takes Over’ (RKO) 
Murder Cruise’ (20th), good $9.500. | (2d week). Still scoring good $4,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) |Last week, $6,500. 
—'Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘One, United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
Was Beautiful’ (M-G). Neat $9,300. | 35-40)—‘Susan and God’ (M-G) and 
Last week, ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and | ‘Murder in Air’ (WB). Getting good 
‘Bill of Divorcement’ (RKO) good $5,500. 
$9.800. |(M-G) and ‘Angel from Texas’ (WB) 
Paramount closed second week to mediocre $4,- 
‘Flight 000. Moved to the Mayfair. 


(Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
Angels’ 


(WB) and ‘Man 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


Week of June 13 


Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (26th wk). 

Capitol—‘Edison the Man’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). 

Criterion—‘Gangs of Chicago’ 
(Rep) (12). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 22) 


Globe—‘Lone Wolf Meets a 
Lady’ (Col) (15). 
(Reviewed in Current Issue) 
Music Hall—Our Town’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Muy 15) 
Palace—‘Girl in 313’ (20th). 
Paramount—‘Way of All Flesh’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Passport to Alcatraz’ 
(Col) (15). 

Roxy—‘Doctor Takes a Wife’ 
(Col) (14). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Ray 1) 

Strand—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 

(2d wk). 
Week of June 20 

Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 

(M-G) (27th wk). 
Capitol—‘The Mortal 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion — ‘Phantom Raiders’ 
(M-G) (19). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 29) 

Music Hall—‘Our Town’ (UA) 
(2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Safari’ 
(19). 

(Reviewed in Variety, May 22) 

Roxy—‘Doctor Takes a Wife’ 
(Col) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 





Storm’ 


(Par) 








DET. SLIPS OFF: 


HOPE NIFTY 
$41,000 


(Best Exploitation: Michigan) 
Detroit, June 11. 
As the thermometer went shooting | 
up here, business started going the} 
other way. The unseasonal lift to, 





boxoffices during the past few weeks | 


melted under a sudden torrid spell | 
that left all the amusement business 
muggy. 


Detroit and, while he may not come 
up to the greatest expectations here, 
is proving as hot as the weather and 
that vaudeville, newly returned here, 
still is the major draw. Hope is do- 


ing a double at the Michigan, since | 


the screen has his ‘Ghost Breakers.’ 





The combination of the picture 
with the personal appearance brought 
in a crew of press agents. Chief 


| whoopee came out of a search for a 


| haunted house, in which local Society | 


|of Magigians and Junior Board of 


|Commerce were enlisted; the “flying | 
in of a spook mattress and taking | 


‘ing last week because of Festival of | 


(WB) and ‘Cavalcade | 


(M-G) | 


| 30-35-40 )—‘Son of Navy’ (Mono) plus | 


Great $7,000. Last | 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 


Last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ | 


Hope out to the haunted house to 
itry to contact some spirits. WJR 
| broadcast the shenannigans and the 
‘press took note. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
| ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Passport 
| Alcatraz’ (Col). Former moved in 
| Wednesday (5) after 10 days at Fox. 
' Looks for average $6,000. Last week. 
| ‘Alias Deacon’ (U) and ‘Sky Devils’ 
| (UA), good $6.500. 


| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- | 
A good h.o. is ‘Lillian Russell’ at 55)—‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Conga 


| Nights’ (U). This pair opened 


Wednesday instead of Friday to clear | 


way for stage appearance of Roch- 
jester tomorrow (Wed.). Looking 
{for dull $13.000. Last week ‘Lillian 
| Russell’ (20th) and ‘On Own’ (20th), 
| flat $13,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
| 30-40-55)—‘Ghost_ Breakers’ 
|and Bob Hone troupe. Evidences 
terrific $41,000. Last week ‘Flight 
| Angels’ (WB) and Orrin Tucker 


(4.000: 


, | band on stage., good $30.000. 


| Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 


(Par) and ‘Courageous Dr. Christian’ |000: 30-40-55)—Torrid Zone’ (WB) 
jand ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) (both | 


| 2d wk.-2d run). Still good for $6,500, 
after steady $9,000 last week. 
United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2.000: 30-40-55 )—‘Edison’ (M-G) and | 


‘All True’ (WB) (2d wk.). Hold- 


‘Buck Benny’ (Par) and ‘Opened by ‘over should stay solid with $9,000, 


‘after good $13,000 on first week. 


Take Up Slack at M-G 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Low production pace at Metro 
| picked up yesterday (Mon.) with 
two new starters, ‘Dulcy’ and ‘Gold- 


/en Fleecing,’ both sent into work un-, 


| der supervision of Edgar Selwyn. Ss. 

' Sylvan Simon directs ‘Dulcy’ and 

‘Leslie Fenton performs the same 

i duty on ‘Fleecing.’ 

| Only three pictures were on the 
Culver City production slate over the 

' weekend. 


Bob Hope is the one big thing in| 


(Par) | 


B’way Front Riddled; Best Is $40,000 
For ‘Orchid-J. Dorsey-Rosenbloom; 
‘4 Sons’ $30,000, ‘Edison, Man’ $28,000 





(Best Exploitation: Capitol) 


Broadway is getting strafed this 
week. Business is about as scarce 
as bonded whiskey at a W.C.T.U. 
convention and predictions as to 
what may happen this summer are 
no more certain than the weather, 
which is beyond handicapping. 

‘Brother Orchid’ at the Strand, 
with Jimmy Dorsey and Maxie 
Rosenbloom on the stage, is the only 
strong survivor of this week’s fan 
retreat. Theatre will do about $40,- 
000. Runner-up is ‘My Favorite Wife’, 
now in its second (final) week at 
the mammoth Music Hall. Boxoffice 
| statement on it should show $70,000. 

Warm weather last week and up 
to early Sunday evening (9), when 
it started to rain, followed by cooler 
| temperature Monday (10) and yes- 
i terday (Tues.), figured in some way 
against grosses, the boys believe, but 
something else (86 guesses permitted) 
appears to be more at fault. Good 
notices in some cases didn’t seem to 
matter at all, notably on ‘Four Sons’ 
and ‘Edison, the Man.’ 

Both these pictures are away un- 
der what they deserve. The Roxy, 
harboring ‘Four Sons,’ will be no 
more than about $30,000 and that 
means it can’t remain under that 
roof a second week. Up at the Capi- 
tol, ‘Edison’ is likewise playing to 
'small crowds, only about $28,000. It 
will be forced a second week in 
hopes of a pickup, with heavy dis- 
play advertising being taken.. 
| Paramount ended its first of two 
scheduled weeks with ‘Way of All 
Flesh’ and a stage show last night 
(Tues.), doing only $30,000, close to 
dangerous shoals. In-person show is 
made up of the Harry James orches- 
tra, Hattie McDaniel, Bea Wain and 
the Ebsens. 

A funeral wreath is being ordered 











| for the State because of the way ‘Re- 


becca’ is doing. It looks like only 
$20,000, perhaps a little over, for the 
Dave Selznick picture second-run 


and a vaude show headed by Irving | 


Caesar. After what Bob Hope did 
last week ($48,200), it’s obvious 
something is wrong. Of course, 


‘Reb’ ate up a lot of customers on 
its six weeks’ 


Hope for its marquee. 

Smaller first-runs are either poor 
or fair with secondary product, and 
in the neighborhoods, according to 
circuit sources, things are as quiet 
as a ballpark in the wintertime. 

Capitol picks up the marbles for 
best exploitation on ‘Edtson, the 
Man,’ even if the public isn’t kicking 
up the sidewalks to get to the b. o. 
of the theatre. Advance campaign 
by Metro included a world preem 
and elaborate ceremonies at Orange, 
|N. J., a few weeks ago. Considerable 
advertising space was also taken, 
starting sometime back. 


Estimates for This Week 





—‘Gone’ M-G) (26th week). Down 
ito $7,500 last week (25) and very 
likely decision will be reached in a 








engagement at the | 
Hall and, this week, the State has no 





| to 
| ‘Torrid 


Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) | 


|few days concerning a closing date. | 


|None tentative discussed meantime. | 


| At $7,500, some profit. 

Capitol (4,520: 25-40-55-75-$1.10- 
$1.25)—‘Edison’ (M-G). Heavily ad- 
| vertised and well exploited, but not 
doing so well, $28,000 or thereabouts. 


day night (7) after playing ‘21 Days 
Together’ (Col) two weeks and 
three days. Got $32,000 on the run, 
much under expectations. Theatre 
will probably reopen when new sea- 
son’s product is available around 


Aug. 1. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Four 
Sons’ (20th) and stage show. Again 
apparently they don’t want war pic- 
tures; remake of 1928 hit, in spite of 
fine notices, failing to draw and 
probably no more than $30,000 will 
be clocked. No holdover. Last 
week, third for ‘Lillian Russell’ 
(20th), $24,000. under hopes, but all 
right for a third stanza. ‘Doctor 
Takes Wife’ (Col) comes in Friday 
(14). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Rebecca’ 
(UA) (2d run) and vaude topped by 
Irving Caesar. Stage bill providing 
no draught, but anticipated that 
‘Reb,’ on its own, would be doing 
better; looks only $20,000, maybe bit 
over, disappointing. Last week Bob 
Hope and ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) 
(2d run) the gross was $48,200, sen- 
sational business and second best 
theatre ever done. Record of $50,300 
might have been topped but for 
the weather. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and Jimmy 
Dorsey, plus Maxie Rosenbloom. 
Town’s best money-getter, around 
$40,000, and that’s big under present 
conditions, Holds over. Last week, 
third for ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye, near to $20,000, no 
complaint in view of two strong 
weeks ahead of that. 


PITT TOBOGGANS 
‘ORCHID’-KAYE 
FAIR 17146 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 


Heat’s on literally and figuratively. 
Climbing mercury, added to increas- 
ing war hysteria and growing radio- 
listening public, is depressing grosses 
generally and practically nothing is 
even remotely approaching the most 
conservative expectations. Public’s 
not in the mood to be entert ined is 
the way most of the boys are putting 
it. Miserable showing of reissue of 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ at Ritz 
is proving war stuff is out. 

Combo of ‘Brother Orchid’ and 
Sammy Kaye's band at Stanley is off 
somewhat after fast start, but likely 
pick up down _ stretch, while 
Zone’ looks’ impressive 
enough at Penn to rate a second 
week. Elsewhere, however, b.0.’s 
are dull. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Adventuress’ (20th) and ‘Conga 
Nights’ (U). This twinner’s going 
nowhere at all and comes out tonight 
(11), with ‘Four Sons’ (20th) gete- 








| ting under way day ahead of sched- 


| Holds, regardless. Last week, third | 


ifor ‘Waterloo’ (M-G), under $18,000, 
fair. 

Criterion (1.662; 25-40-55)—‘Gangs 
of Chicago’ (Rep) opens here today 
(Wed.). 
'medium. Behind that ‘Women 
War’ (Rep), less than $6,000. 

Globe (1,700: 25-35-55)—‘Doomed 
Men’ (Col) A cinder in the eye, 
only about $4,500. Last week, ‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB) (reissue), sad at $5,000. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55) — ‘Irene’ 
(RKO) (2d run) 
(20th) (ist run), twinned. May top 
$8,000, not so bad. Last week ‘All 
'Came True’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Tear 
Gas Squad’ (WB) (lst run), $6,800, 
weak. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) — 
‘Way of All Flesh’ (Par) and, on pit 


in 


‘Florian’ (M-G) was $7,509, | 


| Days’ 


| 50)—‘Torrid 


and ‘Earthbound’ | 


ule. Not much more than $4,000 
looked for on abbreviated run, and 
that’s thick red. Last week, ‘21 
(Col), around $4,400. 
(Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
Zone’ (WB). Fast- 
talking comedy more on the order of 
what they want in these times and 
it’s heading for very favorable 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Typhoon’ (Par), 
under $11,000, n.g. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB). Big buildup for this 
one and swell job of exploitation, 
too, but there are no takers. Doing 
worst biz this small-seater has done 


Penn 


| since it switched from subsequent to 


' first-run. 


Doubtful 
$1,200, awful. Last 
loo Bridge’ (M-G), 


of bettering 
eek, ‘Water- 
in third week, 


; excellent $3,000. 


| 


| ‘Mad Men Europe’ (Col). 


lift, Harry James orch., Hattie Mc- | 


| Daniel, Bea Wain and Ebsens (2d- 
final week). Starts concluding stanza 
today (Wed.). First week. ending 
last night (Tues.), just $30,000, very 
‘disappointing. Last week, second for 
‘Typhoon’ (Par) and the Tony Mar- 


.tin-Charlie Barnet combination, $31,- ; 


500, o.k. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980: 40-60- 
$4-99-$1.65)—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
and stage show (2d-final week). 
Holding its own fairly well in view 
of everything, $70,000, perhaps bit 
over. Last week (lst). $96,000, very 
good. ‘Our Town’ (UA) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55) — ‘Crooked 
Road’ (Rep). 
‘and away lizhtly. maybe $5.000 on 
the week. ‘La Conga Nights’ (U) 


(1,800; 25-40)— 
Another 
proof that films’ efforts to cash in 
with war stuff is out of line. This 
one won't get to first base and gets 
the hook after six days and woeful 
$1,100. Last week, ‘Lil Russell’ 
(20th), moved here after fortnight at 
Alvin, just under $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and Sammy 
Kaye orch. Just a fair week in 


Senator (Harris) 


sight. Obviously mob’s getting bit 
fed up on band music. House goes 
back to straight pix in another 
week. Around $17,500. Last week, 
‘Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Funzafire’ unit, 


aided by one-day personal of Anna 


| Neagle, a pleasant surprise at slight- 


Opened Monday (10) | 


ly better than $18,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 


‘Flight Angels’ (WB) and ‘Phantom 


went six days to only $4,000, so not ! 


30 many people saw it. 
Rivoli (2,092: 40-55-75-85-99 )— 
House closed down temporarily Fri- 


Waiters’ (M-G). Satisfactory bill 
and nice $5,200 should result. That's 
better than’ last week’s $4,900 with 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) ho. from 
Penn 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 12, 1910 





Dull B.0, Pix Make Mpls. Even Duller; 


My Son,’ $6,500, Crosby 66, Both Mild 


Minneapolis, June 11. 
Even the outstanding films have 
plenty of trouble copping respectable 
grosses these dark days, so that when 
the array is pretty much lightweight, 
as currently, boxoffice difficulties 


are increased. Indications point to 
a new low in total loop takings, and 
that’s going some, inasmuch as 
figures recently have been plenty 
anemic. : 

Best of the present lot at b.o. is 


‘My Son, My Son,’ State offering. | 


Runner-up is the Bing Crosby-Gloria 
Jean opus, ‘If I Had My Way,’ at the 
Orpheum. Third place goes to *’Til 
We Meet Again,’ occupying the 
Century. None of the three, how- 
ever, is causing any excess of en- 
thusiasm or provoking anything re- 
motely resembling a b.o. rush. 

There hasn't been a stage show 
for these many moons, but one, to 
be built around Lou Breese and his 
orch, is in prospect for the Orpheum 
later in the month. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Hot Steel’ (U) and ‘Opened Mis- 
take’ (Par), dual first runs, split with 
‘Hidden Gold’ (Par) and ‘Three 
Cheers Irish’ (WB), also dual first- 
runs. Mild $1,400 indicated. Last 
week, ‘On Own’ (20th) and ‘Shoot- 
ing High’ (20th), dual first-runs, 
split with ‘Island Doomed Men’ (Col) 
and ‘Ski Patrol’ (U), also dual first- 
runs, $1,700. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; /26- 
35-40)—‘Meet Again’ (WB). Long 
delayed because holdovers’ moved 
here from State crowded it out. 
Headed for light $3,500. Last week, 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
$3,800, okeh after very big $10,500 
and $6,000 first and second weeks, 


respectively. 
Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25)— 
‘Women in War’ (Rep). Well ex- 


ploited, with entire gross of special 
first-night opening donated to Red 
Cross, but cast names absent. Re- 
viewers slapped it and the war angle 
evidently doesn’t spell boxoffice. 
Light $600 indicated. Last week, 
‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep), $700, fair. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘House Bay’ (UA). Well-spotted 
here, but critics lukewarm and 
worse in their apovraisals. May 
reach mild $2,700. Last week, ‘Star 
Dust’ (20th), mild $2,500. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25- 
35-40) —"My Way’ (U). Bing Crosby 
always sure for some boxoffice at- 
tention, but picture not well re- 
ceived. Will do well to top mild 
$5,800. Last week, ‘Strange Cargo’ 
(M-G), $6,000, fair. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35- 
40)—‘My Son’ (UA). Prestige of 
novel and plentiful advance pub- 
licity bringing in some customers. 
Traveling at mild clip and will have 
to stretch hard to reach mild $6.500. 


Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), | 
$5,500, poor. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Rebecca’ (UA) split with ‘Irene’ 
(RKO). First neighborhood show- 
ings. En route to fair $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Husbands’ -(Col) split with 


‘Rebecca’ (UA), first neighborhood 

showings, $2,200, okay. 
World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 

25-35-40-55 )—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). 


Moved here from State. Nice $2.000 | 


indicated. Last week, ‘Seven Gables’ 
(U), $1,500 in eight days, mild. 


PROV. OFF; ‘OUR TOWN’ 





_ TS WEAK AT $7,500 





Providence, June 11. 
(Best Exploitation: Strand) 

Generally slackened pace _ all 
around giving main stemmers a 
strong dose of what’s to come dur- 
ing the rest of the summer. ‘Brother 
Orchid,’ at Majestic, is below what 
Edward G. Robinson can usually at- 
tract at this stand, though take will 
be among the leaders. ‘Our Town,’ 
at Loew’s State, finds house doing 
lowest business in long time. Take 
at Strand, where ‘Safari’ is playing, 
helped plenty by two-day personals 
of Lynn Overman, Muriel Angelus 
and J. Carroll Naish. 

Paramount pictures staged recep- 
tion for two-day appearance of 
Overman, Angelus and Naish. Pres- 
ence of players was arranged to co- 
incide with 25th anniversary cele- 
bration of Strand theatre and its 
manager, Ed Reed. Group managed 
to grab off plenty of free newspaper 
space, radio time, street parade and 
reception at city hall. Among the 
more philanthropic gags was visit 
to local maternity hospital and pres- 
entation of small bank accounts to 
the 10 babies who were born June 6, 
film’s opening day. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Saint 
Doubles’ (RKO) (2d wk). Holding 
to theatre’s shuttering date (12) and 
earning swell $8,000. in last nine 
days. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400: 25-35- 
50)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
‘Divorcement’ (RKO) 


(2d run). 





nd hoping for good $2,500. Last 
land} Porrid Zone’ (WB) and ‘Girl 
313’ (20th) (2d run), weak $2,100. 

| Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-25)——'Hu- 
man Monster’ (Mono) and ‘Any- 
\thing but Love’ (U). Change from 
'vaude policy to double feature at re- 
{duced prices for summer months 
| doesn’t look too bright and has house 
looking for weakie $3,000. Last 
| week, first in changeover, | had 
‘Gaucho Serenade’ (Rep) and ‘Cur- 
itain Call’ (RKO) playing to fairish 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Murder 
‘Air’ (WB). Ordinarily bill would 
‘rate hefty trade, but presently slated 
for only better than average $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) 
and ‘Hot Steel’ (U), swell $8,000. 
State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50 )— 
‘Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Son Guilty 
(Col). Just no go and house finding 
self down around bottom, $7,500. 


|Last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) 
| ca ‘Divorcement’ (RKO), good 
$12,000. 


Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50— 
‘Safari’ (Par) and ‘Those Were Days 
(Par). Big houses during personal 
appearances of stars heiped nicely, 
though dropoff was more noticeable 
when pictures carried on alone. 
Present pace heading spot for fair 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Opened Mistake 
(Par) and ‘Crooked Road’ (Rep), 
poor $3,000. 


TORRID’ HEFTY 








Cincinnati, June 11. 

Cinema b.o. is a trifle better than 
last week, despite mid-summer tem- 
perature over weekend and home 
stay of Cincy Reds, who turned ’em 
away in twin bill Sunday (9) with 
the pennant - pushing Brooklyn 
Dodgers. 

B.o. tops currently is ‘Torrid Zone,’ 
with a swell Palace take. Albee is 
getting fair returns on ‘Susan and 
God.’ Only other fresh release, Sat- 
urday’s Children,’ has Keith's in slow 
gear. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) = (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Susan and God’ (M-G). Fair $10,- 
000. Last week, ‘Doctor Wife’ (Col), 
very good $13,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Doctor Wife’ (Col). Transferred 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) (2d wk), nice $4,500. Pic had 
nine-day first showing at Albee. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Women Names’ (Par) and ‘Curtain 
| Call’ (RKO), split with ‘Man Nine 
| Lives’ (Col) and ‘Hi-Yo_ Silver’ 
|(Rep). Okay $1,900. Same _ last 
| week on ‘Showdown’ (Par) and ‘Tear 
|Gas Squad’ (WB), divided with 
‘Crooked Road’ (Rep) and ‘Light of 
Western Stars’ (Par). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB). Slow 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ 
(20th) (2d run), mild $3,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO). Moveover 
from Capitol for third run and fourth 
downtown week. All right $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Angel Texas’ (WB), sad 
$2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Tor- 
rid Zone’ (WB). Swell $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G), 
| lukewarm $9,000. 
| Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-42)— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Poor 
| $3,500. Last week, ‘Edison Man’ 
| (M-G) (2d run), limp $3,000. 


Heat, War Hurt Montreal, 














Montreal, June 11. 
War and weather are denting 
grosses currently, all houses com- 
| plaining of below normal returns. 
Best in town is ‘Waterloo Bridge,’ 


j;at Loew's, which looks like nice 
$7,000 ’ 





Estimates for This Week 


‘Opened Mistake’ (Par) and ‘Safari’ 
(Par). Sighting poorish $4,000. Last 
week, ‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Man Mont- 
| real’ (U), mediocre $4,000. 

| Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
| ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Looks for 





| nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Edison Man’ 
| (M-G), off at $5,000. 
(M-G) and} 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 


: : '*‘Angel Texas’ (WB) and ‘Tear Gas 
Holding up nicely despite ,weather ' 


Squad’ (WB). Very poor $2,000. 


ea ee ee eli 


$13,000, CINCY’ 


But ‘Waterloo’ OK $7,000, 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). Pointing to | 
‘fair $5,000. Last week, h.o. of | 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO), faded to! 
$4,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 


iing Ice’ (RKO), 


Last week, ‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col) 
and ‘Blondie Baby’ (Col), n.g. $3,500. 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘House Bay’ (UA) and ‘Heaven 
Fence’ (RKO). Poor $2,500. Last 
week, third h.o. ‘My Son’ (UA), 
down to $2,000. ; 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Menaces.’ N.g. $1,200, 
Last week’s repeat of ‘Celibataires 
faded to $700. 

St. a (France-Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—Trois de St. Cyr’ and ‘Martha. 
Mediocre $2,800 in sight. Last week, 
‘Club de Sadas’ and ‘Primerose, 
weak $2,500. 


BALTO MELTING; 
— ‘SUSAN NICE 
$11,000 


Baltimore, June 11. 

Sudden change to midsummer heat 
sent the local citizenry to the 
beaches, with pic huts taking it on 
the chin all around. 

Only noticeable coin is being gar- 
nered by ‘Susan and God’ at Loew’s 
Century, thanks to extra heavy day- 
time response. ‘The Biscuit Eater,’ 
in spite of strong selling campaign, 
is just ambling along at Keith’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Susan and God’ (M-G). 
Leading the local parade with okay 
$11,000, chiefly on strength of day- 
time femme play. Last week, “Turn- 
about’ (UA), got no place at all at 
$5,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘21 Days’ (Col) 
and vaude. Hit by the heat and 
getting only $10,000, poor. Last 
week, second of ‘Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) and vaude, added steady 
$11,400 to strong opening round at 
$15,900. 

Keith's (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) -—— ‘Biscuit Eater’ (Par). 
Mild in spite of strong advance ex- 
ploitation. May eke out slow $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Florian’ (M-G), ng. 
3,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Poor 
$3,500. Last week, third of ‘Lillian 
Russell’ (20th), added steady $4,200 
to rosy total of $11,700 collected for 
previous brace. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) (2d week). 
Not up to expected pull, with $5,500 
the most expected. Got pleasing 
$10,600 in opening sesh. 











Dodgers on Top, B’klyn 





Brooklyn, June 11, 
War and the Brooklyn Dodgers 
affecting biz among downtown de- 
|luxers. Top coin is at Paramount, 
showing ‘Torrid Zone’ and ‘On Their 
Own,’ 
Fox is weak with ‘Flight Angels’ 
and ‘Women Without Names.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Irene’ 
(RKO) and ‘Saint Over’ (RKO). Un- 
eventful $15,000. Last week, ‘Earth- 
bound’ (20th) and ‘Adventuress’ 
(20th) quiet $14,500. 

Fox (4,089; ‘25-35-50)—‘Flight An- 
gels’ (WB) and ‘Women Names’ 
(Par). Poor $9,000. Last week, 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) and ‘French 
Tears’ (Par) (2d wk), fair $15,500. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘Strange 
Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Alias Deacon’ 
(U). Down to so-so $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Rebecca’ (UA) (2d wk), fine 
$18.500. 

_Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘Tor- 
rid Zone’ (WB) and ‘On Own’ (20th). 
Opened Tuesday (4) and winding up 
with satisfactory $17,000. Last week, 
‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) and 
‘Making Eyes’ (U), fair $16,000. 

Strand (2,870; 25-35-40) — ‘Babies 
Sale’ (Col) and ‘Gaucho Serenade’ 
(Rep). Weak $4,000. Last week, 
‘Men Souls’ (Col) and ‘Half Sinner’ 
(U), fair $5,500. 


‘Trene’ OK $4,000, ‘Edison’ 
Fair $3,700 in Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., June 11. 
‘Edison’ the Man’ got off to a 
slower than expected start, which 
i'makes it the disappointment of the 
week, and by same token, Irene,’ ex- 
pected to brody, started and main- 
tained a life. 
Heat wave has sapped the amuse- 
ment urge, with electric fans and 
the beaches getting the vlay. Capi- 
: tol Beach, amusement vark, is run- 
ning well ahead of a year ago. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Monterey’ (Rep) and 
| ‘Music Heart’ (Col), split with ‘Cov- 
ered Wagon Days’ (Rep) and ‘Break- 








B.0. Off; Trene,’ $15,000: 


‘Way’ 


Bonnie Baker-Orrin Tucker $21,000, 


Good in Cleve.; ‘Susan’ 





week, ‘Telegraph Trail’ (WB) and 
‘Quick Money’ (RKO), split with ‘5 
Peppers Home’ (Col) and ‘Pals 


| Silver Sage’ (Mono), light $700. 


Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper ) 
10-25-35-40)—‘Edison Man’ 
Late starter: about $3,700 on 
eight days, fair. Last week, ‘My 
(U), took a dive, getting 
$3,800 on 8 days. 

Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—‘British Intelli- 

ence’ (WB) and ‘Child Born’ (WB). 

Seed going, $2,400, with Wednesday 
night amateur show. Last week, 
‘Alias Deacon’ (U) and ‘Emergency 
Squad’ (Par), good $2,500. 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,884; 
10-25-40 )—“‘Irene’ (RKO). Providing 
house with one of few winning 
weeks this year, $4,000, okay. Last 


(1,503; 
(M-G). 


week, ‘Those Were Days’ (Par), 
fairly good $3,500. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,017; 
10-20-25)—‘Babies Sale’ (Col) and 
‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col). May get 
$2,300, very nice at this price. Last 
week, ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) paired 


with Academy short, nifty $3,200. 
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my money, 
often.’ 

Then there’s the school of thought 
of William Coss, commercial artist of 
Toledo, who says: ‘I think you get 
more for your money with double 
features. The downtown houses 
charge high prices for a single and a 
couple weeks later you get two of 
these for half the price at your 
neighborhood house.’ 

And then the mere time-wasters. 
Mary I. Ward, Portland (Me.), WPA 
investigator: ‘I attend pictures merely 
to pass the time on dull evenings; I 


because I can't go too 


find double features twice as effec- | 280Ked on. 


-|of B’s, $1,000 for three days. 


Nice $10,000 


Cleveland, June 11. 
Snapping on its footlights for its 
first summer vaude attraction, RKO 
Palace is having the Bonnie Baker- 
Orrin Tucker crew, augmented by 


‘Two Girls on Broadway,’ beat out 
‘one of the best weeks it has enjoyed 
since Christmas, although $21,000 is 
not really so big considering the 
$10,000 guarantee for the band 
against a 50-50 split. 

‘Susan and God’ and ‘Lillian Rus- 
sell’ are controversial items here, re. 
sulting in spotty crowds and mixed 
opinions that are holding both down 
at State and Hipp, respectively. 


Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB)., Better liked on 


i:moveover from Hipp than on first 
week, smart $4,000. Last week, ‘Fa- 
| vorite Wife’ (RKO), also pleasing on 
'fourth frame, $3,500. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200: 10-20-35) 
—Son Navy’ (Mono) and ‘Hidden 
Gold’ (Par). All right for a couple 
Last 
week, ‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col) (2d 
run) and ‘Grandpa Town’ (Rep), sat- 
isfactory $$1,300 for four days. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th). Consider- 
ing amount of exploitation time and 
money poured into it, the only ex- 
planation for mild interest is that 
town’s getting fed up on biographies. 
Still good at $10,000, and shiftover to 
Allen is inevitable. Last week, 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB), $9,500, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
65)—‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G), with 
Bonnie Baker and Orrin Tucker's 
orch on stage. Top biz, after several 
red weeks with straight pix, proves 
this de luxer needs vaude to make 
money. House expected a stampede 
and had five shows planned first day, 
but cut sked to four. Raised it to 
six-a-day Saturday, but got socked 
by rain, so leveled off to five Sunday. 
'Good $21,000 at the least can be 
Last week, ‘Dark Com- 
mand’ (Rep), was way down, about 











tive as singles for this purpose.’ And $4 000 


Edith Hutchinson, 15-year-old school- 
girl of Lincoln, Neb.: ‘If I want a 
good picture I go to a Single; if it’s 
to waste time and I just want some- 
thing to do I’m not so fussy.’ 


Variation of this is the argument 
of Eldon A. Woodery, St. Louis par- 
cel clerk: ‘I prefer doubles because 
I figure that if only one picture is 
shown your evening is shot. If you 
see a dual your evening is also shot, 
but at least then it is time to go | 
home to bed.’ 


Betty Gore, society editor of the | 
Atlantic City Press-Union, repre- 
sents the film’s discriminating and 
more intellectual clientele. She says 
simply: ‘I prefer singles by all means. | 
I will not go to a theatre if there is | 
a double feature.’ 


W. Earl Hall, managing editor of 
the Mason City, Ia., Globe-Gazette, 
follows Mrs. Gore’s profession and | 








| ‘Susan God’ (M-G). 


State (30-35-42-55) — 
Unusual theme 
and comparisons to original limiting 
its appeal, yet Crawford's fans seem 
to like her $10,000 worth, satisfactory 
for June. Last week, ‘Waterloo 
Bridge’ (M-G), dropped off toward 
end to $12,000, agreeable. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Smart 
$4,500 for second stay. Last week, 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G), ditto. 


Loew’s 





through two pictures. It makes my 
wife mad when I squirm.’ 

Sam Simon, department store own- 
er, ‘Lincoln, Neb.: ‘Two features try 
my patience. I send my wife to the 
movies in the afternoon so I won't 
have to go at night.’ 

How to Beat the Ennui 

Lots of folks have figured out how 
to get around the ennui and wear 
and tear. Ellen Frank, secretary, 


taste. States he: ‘It’s seldom enough | Chicago, says: ‘I like doubles, but 
there’s one full-length feature that | when I just want to see one picture 
justifies the time it takes out of one’s|I phone and find out what time it 
life. Finding two would be a miracle.’ | starts.’ William J. Cleary, govern- 

Duals and Drinks |ment employe, Portland, Me., also 


Edward O'Connor, Wilmington, | 4¢Clares: ‘I usually time my entrance 


|Del., bartender, draws a homely com- | for the start of the picture I want to 


parison: ‘Double features are like | S¢®, leaving immediately afterwards. 
two drinks for the price of one. It|_.Then there are the filmgoers like 
sounds like a bargain, but usually Jimmy Furman, Fort Wayne student: 





Fairish $800. ‘Last « 


isn’t.’ 

From the same town, Mrs. George | 
A. Pedrick, clubwoman, says: “I send | 
my children to double bills, but 1} 
shun them myself. I prefer quality | 
to quantity.’ 

Mrs. June Harpold, Anderson, Ind., 
housewife, is the suspicious type: ‘I | 
steer clear of double features because | 
I have learned both pictures are 
probably poison. Otherwise, why 
would they be on a twin feature?’ 

Frank Floriano, Buffao attorney: 
‘Double features are just twice as 
much bad entertainment.’ 


Ruth Greene, 19, bookkeeper, Port- 
land, Me.: ‘If the second feature were 
any good it wouldn’t be on the pro- 
gram. I never stay to see the second 
feature, but I imagine I am paying 
for it:’ 

Taste being what it is, look at 
Norma Christensen, Seattle stenogra- 
pher: ‘I like duals, because 1 often 
like the B picture better than the | 
major.’ 

Leave it to a college boy to turn a! 
neat phrase for that great group that 
gets wearied of mind and body by 
the twins. Andrew C. Eckdahl, of 
Lexington, Ky., quips: ‘Two features; 
two yawns for the price of one.’ 

And Robert Burrill, Syracuse: 
‘Doubles are tough on the seat of 
your pants.’ 

Clair McDermott, creamery truck 
driver, Detroit, carries through on | 
this thought: ‘I get uneasy sitting , 








‘I like double at our neighborhood 
theatre, but when I go downtown I 
would rather see one good movie 
and some shorts.’ That’s a phenom- 
enon in which Jimmy has lots of 
support. 

Amazing number of people pre- 
sented a compartively novel reason 
for not enjoying duals. Robert C. 
Lamm, newspaperman of Anderson, 
Ind., pretty well summed it up thus: 
‘One factor that producers have 
overlooked is that many persons con- 
fuse the train of thought of the two 
films, and hence leave the theatre 
ioneg a vague feeling of dissatisfac- 
ion.’ 

Morris Giller, druggist of Minne- 
apolis, explained it: ‘If there are two 
features you don’t get the full enjoy- 
ment out of either. One offsets the 
other and hurts your appreciation.’ 

On the other hand, there's Mrs. 
Florence Oldwick, a housewife, of 
Toledo, who prefers duals because 
she gets ‘more variety and doesn't 
become tired of the characters.’ And 
there are a lot of folks who figure in 
the method of David Abrams, Provi- 
dence florist, who remarks: ‘If one 
picture is bad, there’s always: the 
chance the other may be worth the 
admission.’ 

Kathryn McHugh, Chicago sales- 
girl, looks at duals from the glamor 
standpoint. ‘I think that exhibitors 
hurt themselves,’ she declared, ‘by 
running duals, since double features 
are de-glamorizing. They put pic- 
tures on a bargain-counter basis.’ 
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Heat, War, Night B.B. Slough Philly: 
‘Waterloo OK 186, Star Dust’ N.G. 4G 


os + 


Philadelphia, June 11. 

A general letdown of biz in down- 
town film deluxers is the rule this 
week. A heat wave over the week- 
end, a rash of holdovers, and the 
nerve-racking war news isn’t 
helping any. Night baseball games 
of Athletics also taking toll. 

Only two new films are making 
their bow this sesh, ‘Waterloo 
Bridge,’ at Fox, and ‘Star Dust,’ at 
Stanton. Former is faring nicely de- | 
spite the public’s apparent taboo of | 
pix with a war theme. | 

Aldine, usual showcase for United | 
Artists product, did iis usual sum- 
mer shuitering act Saturday (8). 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600: 32-42-57) 
—Edison Man’ (M-G) (3rd run). 
Doing miserably with less than $2,500 
indicated. Last week, ‘40 Mothers’ 
(M-G), neat $3,400. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Laughstarved customers patronizing 
this comedy to tune of fairly nice 
$13,500 for round two. Opener, 
nifty $20,100. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) with ‘Cavalcade 
of Academy Awards’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Slackening off, but still profitable 
$9,000 for six days of third turn, 
Being yanked Thurs. (13). ‘All This, 
and Heaven Too’ preeming Friday 
at $1.10 top. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G). Marquee 
names selling this drama for neat 
$183,000 and good for ho. Miles 
ahead of pallid $12,000 for last 
week’s showing of ‘Typhoon’ (Par). 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 
—Irene’ (RKO) (2d run) (2d wk). 
Dual sesh of moveover, fair $3,300. 
Initialer good $4,800. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) 
‘Typhoon’ (Par) (2d run). No better 
in the subsequent run with sickly 





$3,200. Last week, second run of 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G), shade better 
with $3.700. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
—'Lillian Russeli’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Slumping badly to poor $10,000 after 
hitting bullish $21,000 for its bow- 


in. ‘Mortal Stars’ (M-G) preems 
Thurs. (13). 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 


Nothing to speak 
Last | 
(M-G), 


*Star Dust’ (20th). 
about with mediocre $3,800. 
week, ‘Girls Broadway’ 
dropped to pallid $3,700. 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gross 
This Week.......... $1,278,300 
(Based on 23 cities, 163 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
ee $1,451,300 
(Based on 26 cities, 168 theatres) 


EDISON - VAUDE 
GOOD $20,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, June 11. 

‘Edison, the Man’ is away out in 
front this week, leading by nearly 
$5,000. It was tossed into the Capi- 
tol, Loew's big vauder, instead of 
Palace, straight pic spot at which 
‘Young Tom’ showed. Although fig- 
ure will be good for second half of 
Edison biog, it indicates giving it 
vaude help was wise. 

Second honors go to ‘Brother Or- 
chid’ at the Earle, WB vaude spot. 
Only other new pic, ‘Lillian Russell,’ 
is fair at Palace after hefty panning 
from critics. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Sock reviews, Tracy pull and good 
word-of-mouth on stage show put- 
ting house in the lead with solid 








$20,000. Last week, ‘Earthbound’ 
(20th), poor $12,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 24-40)— 


‘Mule Team’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
downtown after fair week at Capi- 
tol for passable $4,000. Last week, 
‘Buck Benny’ (Par) (2d run) solid 
$5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and vaude. 
It’s all up to the pic, which will hold 
up for oke $15,500. Last week, 
‘Flight Angels’ (WB), fair $13,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 





‘Susan’ Tops With 5G 


‘Irene’ (RKO) (3d wk). Slipping and 
comes out tomorrow (12) with five 
days at passable $3,500. Last week, 


~ As Seattle Full of H.0.s. strong $9,000. 


Seattle, June 11. 


Only four of the 10 major theatres | 
in town have new bills this week; | 


the others are holding over or get- | 
ting moveovers. ( 
and war news are hurting biz. 

New shows at Orpheum, Para- | 
mount, Palomar and Winter Gar- 
den the latter second run, comprise 
the list. 
mount is the standout; ‘Saturday’s 
Children’ looks okay at Palomar. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 27-37-42) —’Favorite Wife’ 
(RKO) (fifth week). 
$2,800. Last week, $3,200 with holi- 
day help. 

Coliseum 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) and 
‘Star Dust’ (20th) (2d run). Looking 
forward to okay $2,300. Last week, 
big 3,700. 

Fifth Avenue 
green) (2,349; 
Russell’ (20th) (2d week). 


(Hamrick - Ever- 
27-37-42 )— Lillian 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650: 21-32-42)— 
‘Doctor Takes Wife’ (Col) (2d wk.). 


Anticipating poor $3,800. Last week, | 


big $6,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘20 Mule Team’ 
(M-G) and ‘Opened by Mistake’ 
(M-G). Holdovers from Paramount, 
eyeing moderate $1,700. Last week, 


‘Edison Man’ (M-G) (2d week), '! 
$2,000, fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42)—‘Two Girls on 


Broadway’ (M-G) and _ ‘Florian’ 
(M-G). Expected bad $3,500. Last 


week, ‘Kildare’s Strange Case’ (M-G) | 


and ‘Beyond Tomorrow’ (RKO), 
$4,300, fair. 

Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-32- 
42)—‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB), 


plus vaude. 
week, ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB) 
vaude, three days, $2,200, big. 
Paramount § (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 27-37-42)—‘Susan and God’ 
(M-G) and ‘Can't Fool Wife’ (RKO). 
Getting major ballyhoo, anticipate 
good $5,000. Last week, ‘20 Mule 
Team’ (M-G) and ‘Opened by Mis- 
take’ (Par) (3rd week), big $4,900. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32- 
42)—Torrid’ Zone’ (WB).— 
from Palomar for extended run after 
10 days there; okay $2,300. Last 
week, ‘Date’ (U) and ‘Lincoln 
Illinois’ (RKO) (2d run), mild $1,800. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) and 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G) (2d run) 
show $1,800. Last week, ‘Black 


and 


Friday’ (U) and ‘Seven Gables’ (U). 
not bad at $2,100. 


| Met (WB) 


Sunday’s (9) heat | 


‘Susan and God’ at Para- | 


Hitting good | 


Indicat- | 
ing slow $3,500. Last week, $7,700, | 
good 


See slow $3,500. Last | 


Moved , 


(1,600; 25-40)—‘Torrid 
Zone’ (WB) (2d run). Back on 
mainstem after good week at Earle. 
Will get average $4,500. Last week, 
‘Typhoon’ (Par) (2d run), passable 


$4,500. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55 )—‘Lil- 
|lian Russell’ (20th). Panned by 


| critics and won’t better fair $12,500. 


Last week, ‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), big $11,500. 


TRENE, $8,000, 





Louisville, June 11. _ 
Summertime has set in and with it 
comes a lessening of b.o. 
Automobiles are taking ’em out of 
i|town weekends, and, with swim- 
ming pools open and baseball hitting 
| its stride both days and nights, film 
| houses are filling the stepchild role. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Waterloo Bridge’ 
| «(M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col). 
| Moveover from Rialto and will be 
‘lucky to get fair $1,800. Last week, 
| ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), another 
moveover from Rialto, slim $1,600. 





|‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Seventeen’ 
(Par). Alterations going on in 
lobby and within the house will hold 
down returns a little. Indications 
are for fair $1,400. Last week, 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO), good $1,600. 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Susan and God’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Nine Lives’ (Col). Cricks 
didn’t fall all over themselves on 
this pair and pace is rather slow. 
| All in all, despite Dr. I.Q.’s help on 
Monday nights, indications are for 
' medium $6,500. Last week, ‘Water- 
!loo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Wolf Meets 
|! Lady’ (Col), fine $9,000 and move- 


over. 
| Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—Torrid Zone’ (WB) and 


‘Cavalcade of Academy Awards 
(WB) (3d wk). 
. fair enough $2,500, 
' week’s satisfactory $3,500. 

Riaito (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
| 30-40)—Irene’ (RKO) and ‘Can’t 
| Fool Wife’ (RKO). 


|help on opening Friday (7), 
| Anna Neagle and Herbert 

made three personal appearancés on 
‘the stage. 





| 


| 
| 





yore $8,000. Last week, ‘My 
ay’ (U) and ‘Enemy Agent’ (U), 
under expectations, but good enough 
$7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Earithbound’ (20th) and 
‘Girl 313’ (20th). Feeling the hot 
weather, outdoor urge of patrons, 
war talk and all the rest. Probably 
$2,600, light. Last week, ‘Those 
Were Days’ (Par) and ‘Western 
Stars’ (Par), medium $2,700. 


BUFF. VERY SAD; 





Susan’, $25,000, Only Bright Spot 
In Drab L. A.; ‘Nazi Spy’ Terrible 
$5,600, ‘21 Days Dismal $13,000 





Broadway Grosses 








‘ORCHID’ N.G. 8G: eizsstztt ot esse 


j (Based on 11 theatres) 





Buffalo, June 11. 
Jittery local managements are 
fresh out of alibis to describe cur- 
rent conditions. What's left of b.o. 
activity can be described as dwin- 
dling from bad down to awful. 
Following a wicked brush-off by 
the fans practically all around last 
week, during which some decidedly 
new shades of deep red were dis- 
played, the current frame continues 
to fade down to gloomy hues. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )— 


‘Safari’ (Par) and Bowes’ Unit on 
stage. Only half-hopeful spot in 
town, but $13,000 is slow. Last 
week, ‘Turnabout’ (UA), dismal 
$8,300. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Brother Orchid’ (WB) and ‘Mad 
Empress’ (WB). Plenty dull at 
around $8,000. Last week, ‘Torrid 
Zone’ (WB) and ‘Girl 313’ (20th) 
skidded to $9,400. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35 )—‘Those 
Were Days’ (Par) and ‘Phantom 
Raiders’ (M-G). May see new low. 
Sinking to maybe $3,000, dismaying. 
Last week, ‘Adventuress’ (20th) and 
‘King Lumberjacks’ (WB), dipped 
badly, $3,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
—‘Sandy Lady’ (U) and ‘Enemy 
Agent’ (U). Still thumbs down. 
Around $4,000, gloomy. Last week, 
‘Wolf Meets Lady’ (Col) and ‘Five 
Peppers’ (Col), in agony column 
with $3,300, new low. 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,- 
000; 25-35)—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 


wk). Final round should see ove 
$5,000, okay. Last week, town’s 


champ tugger, over $9,500, rosy. 


‘MULE TEAM,’ $8,200, 
PULLS OMAHA-JUVES 


Omaha, June 11. 

‘My Favorite Wife,’ in second 
week at the Brandeis, is booming 
along in surprising manner. First 
week ran to $7,600 and the second is 
figured good for $5,500 at least, nice 
b.o. take. ‘Twenty Mule Team.’ at 
the Omaha is drawing juvenile 
crowd. 


‘Saturday’s Children’ and ‘Tear Gas 
Squad,’ at Orpheum are n.s.g. 
Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-25-40) 

—‘20 Mule’ (M-G) and ‘Girls’ Broad- 











BEST IN L'VILLE 


(Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) | 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— | 


Coasting along for | 
following last | 
| Republic starts four pictures in the “Torrid Zone’ 


Will lead the | 
'town this week, with tremendous | 
when | 


way’ (M-G). Nice 8,200. Last week, 
‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘One 
| Beautiful’ (M-G), under $8,000. 


| Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 
| 10-25-35-40 )—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) 
(2d wk). Smashing along in lively 
; fashion for nice $5,500, swell $7,600 
| last week, when holiday helped. 
' Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 10-25- 
40)—‘Saturday’s Children’ (WB) and 
‘Tear Gas Squad’ (WB). Headed to- 
ward slow $7,800. Last week, ‘My 
Son’ (UA) and ‘Girl 313’ (20th), 
good $10,100. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250: 10-20-25) 
—Man Tumbleweeds’ (Col), ‘Sky 
Bandits’ (Mono) and ‘Half a Sinner’ 





(U), split with ‘Happened Out 
West’ (Cap), ‘It’s Date’ (U) and 
| ‘Granny Gun’ (WB). Around $2,000. 
| Last week ‘Midnight Ltd’ (Mano) | 
| ‘Intermezzo’ (UA) and ‘Men’s Souls’ 
(Col), split with ‘Forgotten Girl’ 
| (Rep), ‘Calling Vance’ (WB) and 


| ‘Bullet Code’ (RKO). fair $2,100. 


-Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
| berg) (950, 600, 800: 10-25)—‘Prim- 
|'rose Path’ (RKO) and ‘Strange 

split with ‘Allegheny 


| Cargo’ (M-G), 
| Uprising’ (RKO), ‘Over Moon’ (UA) 
| and ‘Ghost Home’ (M-G). May reach 
| $1,100. Last week, ‘Blue Bird’ (20th) 
|and ‘Date’ (U), split with ‘Lincoln’ 
| (RKO) ‘Jesse James’ (20th), picked 
| up under $1,000. 
| State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
| ‘Primrose Path’ (RKO) and ‘Cargo’ 
| (M-G), split with ‘Lost Squadron’ 
| (RKO) ‘Ghost Home’ (M-G) 
‘Chumps Oxford’ (UA). 
$2,000. Last week. ‘Date’ (U) ‘Over 
| Moon’ (UA), split with 


and 


| (RKO) and ‘Blue Bird’ (20th). neat | 


| $2,000. 


Rep’s Pic Blitz 


Hollywood, June 11. 


; next seven days. beginning tomorrow 

(Wed.) with 

Barry western. 
Others are 


‘Tulsa Kid,” a Don 


‘Everybody's 


June 17, and ‘King of the Royal 


In profitable brackets at | Mounted,’ June 18. 


and ‘Saint Takes Over’ (RKO) (3d/| ‘Rarthbound’ 


Expect ! 


‘Lincoln’ | 


Happy. | 
Wilcox | rolling June 13, ‘Oklahoma Outiaws,’ | ~_——— 


| Total Gross Same Week 


ROMs FOAS. iccscccseces $218,700 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
aR AS 











‘ORCHID, $7,200, 
LOOKS LIKE 
K.C. 1.0. 


Kansas City, June 11. 

Week’s film situation is not too 
robust, but has possibilities in 
‘Brother Orchid,’ at Newman, which 
is likely to hold over, and ‘Torrid 
Zone,’ at Orpheum, which is in sec- 
ond week stand. Latter, in contrast 
to its opening week soio, has a dual 
pertner currently. 

‘Women in War’ opened day and 
date in the Fox Midwest houses, 
Esquire and Uptown, but moved out 
almost before Joe Redmond and 
Frank Ritter could get their sand- 
bags down in front for exploitation. 
‘Earthbound’ replaced. 

‘Susan and God’ dualed with ‘Lone 
Wolf Meets a Lady’ at the Midland, 
is fair, but biz in no spot is any too 
healthy. War and hot weather are 
taking their tolls. 


Estimates fer This Week 











| Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
| west) (820 and 2,043; 10-25-40)— 
(20th). Brought in 


| suddenly Saturday (8) after ‘Women 
in War’ (Rep) took only two days 
| to prove nobody cared about it. 
| Total week should see $5,500, mild. 
| Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th), 
$5,000, good holdover. 

| Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-25-40) 
—‘Susan God’ (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Lady’ (Col). Fair $7,500. Last week, 
‘WwW 


aterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Zan- |. 


| zibar’ (UA), $7,800. 
| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
' 25-40) — ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). 
After stretch of doldrums, this is 


Last week, ‘Saturday’s Children’ 


|} (WB) and ‘Gambling on the High | 


| Seas’ (WB), five days, so-so $4,200. 

| Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
|—‘Torrid Zone’ (WB. (2d wk) and 
'*Can’t Fool Wife’ (RKO) (1st wk). 
| Holding up nicely at $5,000, after 
| ‘Torrid’s’ opening week solo at $8,000 
| with ‘Cavalcade of Academy Awards’ 


| (WB). 
(Joffee) (2,110; 10-25)— 


| Tower 
‘Bombs Over London’ (Foreign) 


Okay $7,000. Last week, ‘La Conga 
{ Nights’ (U) with vaude, light $5,300. 


‘ORCHID’ PALE 








Boston, June 11. 
| ‘Irene’ is turning in the best take 
of the town this week, with a hold- 
jover of ‘Waterloo’ Bridge’ _ still 
| staunch at the two Loéw houses. 

While ‘21 Days Together’ is get- 
|ting pleasing attention, ‘Brother 
| Orchid’ is rather pale. 

Estimates for This Week 

15-20-35-40) 
‘La Conga 


| Boston (RKO) (3,200; 
i—‘21 Days’ (Col) and 
Nights’ (U), dual. 
| side due to hefty newspaper ad cam- 
'paign and current interest in Olivier 
and Leigh. Last:week, ‘Saint Over’ 
(RKO), with Horace Heidt unit on 
stage, good $17,800. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,332: 25-35-40-55) | 


| ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Biscuit 
'Easter’ (Par) (both 2d run). Okay 
for about $4,500. Last week, ‘French 
Tears’ (Par) and ‘Dark Command’ 
(Rep), double, pallid $4,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907; 25- 
| 35-40-55 )—‘Irene’ (RKO> and ‘Earth- 
‘bound’ (20th). Headed for very good 
' $18,000 and probable holdover. Last 
| week, ‘My Way’ (U) and ‘Girl 313 

(20th), satisfactory $16,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 

40-55)—‘Brother Orchid’ (WB) and 


‘Flight Angels’ (WB). Doing 30-so 
‘trade, around $12,000. Last week, 
(WB) and ‘Fugitive 


Justice’ (WB), okay $15,000. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
|55)—‘Waterloo’ (M-G) 
| Wolf Lady’ (Col) (2d wk). Still good 
Initial frame. $24,000, 
| socko. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 25-35-40- 
1} 55)—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Bis- 


getting $7,200 for probable holdover. | 


with Art Kassel’s band on stage. | 


$1200 IN HUB 


and ‘Lone: 


Hollywood, June Il. 

Showing undér $3,000 at each spot, 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ proved a 
F aie flop and was pulled at two 

ouses after six days for ‘Turnabout.” 
Downtown’s $2,900 and Hollywoo-l's 
$2,700 were the lowest grosses in 
years and cueing other houses to 
“—— films trading on fAfth columa 
alk. 

No two managers will agree on 
what is causing biz to mope around 
in the lower registers. The war 
| thing having been worn pretty thin, 
_they’re now turning to bad product, 
| tightening of purse strings and 
|apathy toward current attractions 
| generated by this, that and the other 

to explain away the slumperoo. 

What they can’t blame is_ the 
| weather or competing enterprises. 
| Nights have been cool and competish 
|is confined to the usual routine af- 
| fairs. 
| Showing the way is ‘Susan and 
| God’ at the day-dating Chinese-State, 
| which should round out the week at 
‘around $25,000. RKO-Pantages 
brought in the English-made ‘21 
| Days Together’ and hammered away 
| at the two currently popular names 
| in it, Vivien Leigh and Laurence 
' Olivier. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,513; 83- 
(1.10-1.65)—Gone’ (M-G) (24th 
week). Will tag off its long run (12) 
' with $9,000. Last week got $8,500. 
‘All This, and Heaven Too’ (WB») 
| preems (13) for a roadshow stand. 


| Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
| 30-40-55-75 )—‘Susan and God’ (M-G) 
jand ‘Florian’ (M-G). Trailing its 
‘downtown running mate (State), but 
| nice going at $11,300. Last week, 
'*Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Girls 
| Broadway’ (M-G), $11,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
,65)—'Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘An An- 
igel From Texas’ (WB). Terrible 
| $2,900 and pulled in six days foc 
| ‘Turnabout’ (UA). Last week, ‘Tor- 
rid Zone’ (WB) and Academy 
| Awards short (WB), second week, 
| $7,000. 
| Four Star (UA-F-WC) (909; 30- 
| 40-55)—‘Rebecca’ (UA) (11th week). 
Took sharp drop to $2,700 with two 
| weeks to go and gives way to ‘Oue 
Town’ (M-G). Last week, $3,700. 
Hawaii (G & S) (1,100: 30-40-55- 
75)—‘So This London’ (20th) and 
|‘Old Missouri’ (Rep) (2d wk.), 
| Dropping off to $2,000 after initial 
| take of $3,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
| —‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Angel Texas” 
(WB). Hit bottom at $2,700 and 
| pulled after six days for “Turnabout’ 
| (UA). Last week, ‘Torrid Zone” 
,; (WB) and Academy Awards short 
| (WB), second weck, $6,100. 

| Orpheum (Broadway) (2,280; 30- 
| 40-55)—‘Son Navy’ (Mono) and 
| ‘Gangs of Chicago’ (Rep). Dual and 
|vaude. Fair $7,500 in sight. Last 
, week, ‘Millionaire Playboy’ (RKO) 
| and ‘Escape Paradise’ (RKO), $6,100. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
| ‘21 Days’ (Col.) and ‘Alias Deacon? 
|(U). Taking splash ads on Leigh- 
| Olivier combo, but getting dismal 
| $7,000. Last week, ‘My Way’ (U) 
and ‘Men’s Souls’ (Col), eight days, 
fair $8,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Typhoon’ (Par) and stage show 
(2d wk.). Just about half of what 
was scored on the first week and off 
with the rest of the town at light 
$10,000. Last week, booming $24,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-40-55 )— 
‘21- Days’ (Col) and ‘Alias Deacon’ 
(U). Looks like sad $6,000 on a late 
| week opening. Last week, ‘My Way’ 
(U) and ‘Doomed Men’ (Col), eight 
days, $8,500, 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,414: 30-409- 
55-75)—‘Susan and God’ (M-G) and 
‘Florian’ (M-G. Not pulling too 
strong, but okay at $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Girls 
| Broadway’ (M-G), $14,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 





On the strong | 39.40-55)—‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and NS 


‘Girls Broadway’ (M-G). Satisfac- 
tory at $3,200 on moveover. Last 
week, ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and 
, Chan Panama’ (20th), $3,900. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55) 
—‘Edison Man’ (M-G) and ‘Girls 
Broadway’ (M-G). Slightly off from 
previous figures, but substantial at 
$6,300. Last week, ‘Lillian Russell’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan Panama’ (20th), 
bristling $7,100. 





- 


‘cuit Easter’ (Par) (both 2d run). 
Will take about $6,000, satisfactory. 
Last week, ‘Dark Command’ (Rep) 
and ‘French Tears’ (Par), $5,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—Hell’s Angels’ (UA) (reissue) and 
‘Dark Command’ (Rep) (continued 
run from Par and Fenway). So-so 
$3,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Ty- 
phoon’ (Par) and ‘Opened Mistake’ 
(Par) (both 2d run), $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
Wolf Lady’ (Col) (2d wk). Aiming 
at adequate $10,000. Last week, nifty 
$17,000 
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U.S. Companies Map Suspension 
Of British Production for Duration; 
20th Seen Joining Metro Wash-Up 


Quota produciion in England, | 


which was planned by all U. S. com- 
panies some weeks ago, has now 
assumed curtailed proportions, be- 


cause of ‘the increased war tempo. 
that may wind up in a complete exit 
of all American film-making in 
Britain for the war’s duration. 

Metro has given official notice 
that it has suspended all producing 
on the British Isles for the present. 
Ben Goetz, managing director for 
the company’s studio in England, 
returned to N. Y. the first of the 
week. 

Arrival of Robert Kane, 20th-Fox 
production chief in Great Britain, on 
the same boat that brought Goetz, is 
unofficially reported as washing up 


that company’s British quota plans” 


for the time being. As one company 
official put it, ‘1 imagine Mr. Kane 
will be here for a long time.’ 

Bill Sistrom, who produced ‘Saint 
in London’ in England for RKO be- 
fore returning to U. S., presently is 
in New York, but no definite de- 
cision has been made about further 
British quota production. RKO re- 
ported that it was working on its 
setup for England, but he will not 
return to London until the company 
decides its British setup, which is 
likely before the end of this week. 

Status of Paramount’s British pro- 
ducing alignment also is tinged with 
doubt, with David Rose, managing 
director, currently remaining on the 
job. Originally he planned coming 
back this week to N. Y. for further 
instructions. Now he is going ahead 
with ‘Rings on Her Fingers,’ with 
Elisabeth Bergner, actual shooting 
to begin soon. Just how long it will 
continue likely will depend on the 
threatened invasion of the Isles. 
Word received in N. Y. also is that 
no casting has begun on ‘Hatter’s 
Castle,’ novel by Dr. A. J. Cronin, 
which is to be produced for Par by 
Isidor Goldsmith. 


M-G’s ‘Honeymoon’ Finished 


Metro has completed ‘Busman’s 
Honeymoon’ for British quota cred- 
iis and release this summer. When 
production resumes, first feature will 
be ‘Dr. Jeky]] and Mr. Hyde,’ with 
Robert Donat in the lead. Robert 


Montgomery, male star of ‘Busman’s | 


Honeymoon,’ currently is driving an 
ambulance abroad in a _ volunteer 
hospital unit. 

Warner Bros. is going along as 
usual with its producing in England, 
according to latest word from Lon- 
don, where actual shooting was 
skedded for ‘A Prayer for My Son’ 
early this month. A. M. Salomon is 
in charge of production under Max 
Milder, WB’s managing director for 
England. 

If Alexander Korda plans ¢0 re- 
turn to U. S. as he originally intend- 


ed when he sailed for London, he! 


should be back on the Coast within 
the next few weeks to put finishing 
touches on ‘Thief of Bagdad’. Korda 
planned to start a picture, which 
would be included as a United Art- 


ists quota production, as soon as he | Out of Your Shell,’ unpretentious | other 


reached Great Britain, but UA’s for- 

€ign department has received no fur- 

ther word about this to date. 
Columbia likely would follow its 


former policy of buying pictures al- | 
ready completed. by British pro- | 


ducers to fulfill its quota obligations. 
However, more information regard- 
ing this will be available after hud- 
dies with Joseph Friedman, com- 
pany’s managing director in Eng- 
Jand, who arrived in N. Y. this week. 
Republic and Monogram fill their 
quota needs by buying finished 
British features. 





Sistrom’s London Return 


Awaited for RKO Prods. 


London, June 1]. 

Plans for resumption of British 
production by RKO on this side 
have been indicated by Ralph Han- 
bury, RKO managing director in 
Britain Film and studio arrange- 
ments await the return of producer 
William Sistrom from U. S. 

Deal is said to include one picture 
from Danielle Darrieux under pro- 
duction hand of Gregor Rabinovitch, 
who has guided some of star’s picts. 
Arrangements to produce Leslie 
Charteris’ ‘Saint’ features on this 
side are a further development of 
RKO British production expansion, 
although such a deal is not exactly 
new, one of them having already 
been made in a British studio, 





Help, Police ! 


Mexico City, June 11. 

A cop assigned as one of the 
customary police guards at the 
Cine Roxy, a local nabe, fell fast 
asleep in the orchestra. 

When he awoke he found his 
pistol and purse, containing $1, 
were missing. 


MEXICO ANGLES 
FOR YANK LEGIT 


—_—_—— 








Mexico City, June 11. 

Reports are that the government, 
desiring to aid the moribund thea- 
tre in Mexico and boom American 
tourist biz, will soon angle with 
American dramatic impressarios for 
a season of quality presentations at 
its Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Theatre) here. 

Showmen like this idea. Presen- 
tations could well be in English for 
it is figured that there are at least 
50,000 people here who know Eng- 
lish well enough to attend top pro- 
fessional dramatics, plus sure and 
goodly support from the U. S. tour- 
ists. American dramatics at the gov- 
ernment’s playhouse would also in- 
crease friendly relations between 
| the two republics, it is estimated. 
| Proposition is expected to get 
| going in the late summer or early 
| fall. 





‘MORLEY, HOWARD PIX 
AMONG 6 FOR GN-BRIT. 


London, June 1. 

At the Grand National sales con- 
vention held here, six productions 
|for subsequent release were re- 
vealed by Jeffrey Bernard, head of 
the distributor outfit. Films will 
carry a roster of star names, in- 
cluding Robert Morley, Emlyn Wil- 
|liams, Michael Redgrave. and Mar- 
garet Lockwood. Completing the 
| group will be a film from Leslie 
| Howard’s own producing setup and 
|in which he will head the cast. 
Picture is tentatively titled “The 
Man Who Lost Himself’. 

The Robert Morley vehicle is 
based upon .-the life of songwriter 
Leslie Stuart. Film is already in 
| production at Worton Hall studios 
under Jack Raymond. Deal has also 
been set-by Grand National for the 
release of. Jack Hulbert and Cicely 
Courtneidge’s ‘Under Your Hat.’ 


London Revue OK 


London, June 11. 
A moderate success looms in ‘Come 

















| revue which made its West End bow 


| Wednesday night (5) at the Criterion. | 


Performers are working on per- 
| centage. 


Istanbul, May 25. 

There isn't a foreign artist left in 
Turkey. Though it was expected 
| that gals carrying Allied or strictly 
| neutral passports would not fall un- 
| der the ban recently put on the ap- 
pearance of foreign artists in Turk- 
| ish niteries, everybody without 
|a Turkish passport was given 
| walking papers. Only exceptions 
| were those who could produce a cer- 
| tificate proving they’d studied at a 
éonservatory of music. That in- 
cluded practically nobody. Not only 
were those artists already here sent 
on their ways but instructions have 
been issued to all Turkish consulates 
not to give visas to anyone claiming 
to be an ‘artiste’. Precaution against 
fifth column and espionage activities 
is behind the ban. 

With nothing left to draw_on but 





UA to Distribute New 
Firm’s Spanish Films 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Spanish language pictures, for dis- 
tribution below the Rio Grande, got 
a new impetus with the California 
incorporation of Panama Productions 
of South America. Papers filed by 
T. H. Richmond and T. R. Williams, 
call for four films to be distributed 
down there by United Artists. 

Williams recently finished produc- 
tion of four westerns for Monogram. 


Show Biz Westernisms 
Ruled Out as ‘Offensive’ 
By Japanese Measure 





Tokyo, May 15. 


Many popular show-biz artists 





| who have attained prominence under 
‘various fancy-sounding stage names 
‘become nonentities under Article 5 


of the Home Office Motion Picture 
Law now being enforced. The clause 
nixes the use of foreign names for 
entertainers, as well as names which 


are considered to be ridiculous or 
to cannote immorality, disrespect to 
the Imperial family or the memory 
of national heroes. 

After a total of 2,800 actors, pro- 
ducers and cameramen had sent ap- 
plications to the Home Office, in ac- 
cordance with the new law, setting 
forth their qualifications and rea- 
sons why they should be officially 
permitted to pursue their occupa- 
tions, the Home Office police af- 
fairs bureau summoned a number 
of representatives of the Nikkatsu, 
Tobo and Shinko studios, as well 
as the Teichiku and Nihon pho- 
nograph companies, to inform them 
that certain of their artists must cast 
about for new names more in keep- 
ing with the times. 

For one thing, the word ‘Miss’ 
shall henceforth be forbidden to be 
attached to women artists, as it is 
regarded to be an offensive western- 
ization. Also, names which have 
any bearing on peace shall be ta- 
booed; for example, Rappa Heiwa, 
Shinkyo comedian well-known in 
Japan, whose name is held to be 
ludicrous because it means ‘Bugle 
of Peace.’ 


CRONIN’S BRIT-MADE 
FOR RELEASE BY PAR 


London, June 11. 

Deal has been closed here for the 
filming in Britain of Dr. A. J. 
Cronin’s novel, ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ 
which will be produced by Isidor 
Goldsmith for Paramount release, 
David E. Rose, Par’s British chief, 
negotiated the pact. Goldsmith | 
proc ‘ced one other Cronin novel, | 


‘The Stars Look Down.’ Latter’s 
presently awaiting U. S, release. 

















; manuscript. 


Not a Foreign Artist in Turkey ; 


Giew’s Dans All ln Fight Ve. Sth-Codan, Espionsce 


Activities | 


‘Castle’ will be made at the Wor- 
ton Hall studios, with some of the 
| cast being recruited from the British 
contingent presently in Hollywood. 

Marks the second Cronin novel to 
be taken up for filming of late, the 
being ‘Doctor of Lenox’ 
| bought by Columbia even before the 
| medico-author, who's presently on 
| the U. S., had even completed the | 





| 


Turkish talent, which is pretty tal- 
entless, niteries are in a bad way. 
Already the two biggest ones, Mak- 
sim’s and the Londra, have signified 
their intention of shuttering. 

A tour of the after-dark spots the 
night following the deadline of for- 
eign talent revealed orchestras play- 
ing to completely empty houses, 
neither customers nor entertainers 
being in sight. In view of the large | 
tax the government garners from 
these spots, it is expected that 
‘something will have to be done’. 

There were no Americans appear- 


wholesale tossout, while Pat Hyde; 
the English singer at the Park hotel, 
caught an early train home. The 


Entire F a Market for US. Films — 
Gets Wiped Out by Spread of War: 


Norse Countries Restore Operations 





Still a Showman 





London, June 11. 


Monty Goldman, formerly head 
of Paramount Pictures’ British 
sales force, has not entirely for- 
saken his Hollywood connec- 
tions, 

He now operates women’s shoe 
stores, specializing in Hollywood 
film stars’ discards. 








German _troups 


‘Golden Boy’ Click In 


_ by the Kobundo Publishing Co. 


ing in Turkey at the time of the | 





majority of the bar girls are head- | 
ing for Iran, Iraq and Egypt since! 
all the Balkans are tightening up on | 





foreigners. | 


U. S. PIC FIRMS 


EVACUATE PARIS 


_-— 


On Monday (10) morning, when 
were only 25-30 
miles from Paris and an early siege 
of the French capital loomed, Amer- 
ican film companies began evacu- 
ating their Paris offices. 

Majority of them hurriedly 
shipped as much material and equip- 
ment as they could: to Bordeaux. 


WILMOS SZEKELY’S 
H’WOOD FILM UNIT 


Wilmos Szekely, Hungarian pro- | 
ducer, who recently came to New| 
York from Europe, will leave for 
the Coast at the end of June to work 











out a production deal, he said this 
week. Szekely will probably estab- | 
lish an indie unit. 

Szekely’s production activities will | 
be financed by munitioneer Fritz | 
Mandl, Hedy Lamarr’s former hus- 
band. Szekely and Mandl are close | 
personal friends. Hungarian was set | 
to be co-producer with Ben Hecht | 
on ‘Before I Die,’ which was to be| 
financed by Mandl and released by | 


Columbia. Deal fell through, how- | 
ever, and Szekely is _ understood | 


burned at Col as well as Hecht, fig- | 
uring the distributing company was} 
instrumental in having him ousted. ! 

Szekely a couple weeks ago im- | 
ported a film he made in France, | 
‘Serenade,’ starring Lilian Harvey | 
and Louis Jouvet. It was started | 
immediately before the war and | 
completed after the conflict was in| 
progress. American distribution | 
rights have been sold to Arthur | 
Ziehm, N. Y. 

Szekely is trying to bring over | 
several other films which he pro-| 
duced and which he now wants to| 
synchronize with English dialog, but 
they are in Vienna and he is having 
difficulty getting them out. 


} 





Japan; Being Translated | 


Tokgyo, May 15. 

‘Golden Boy’ (Col:) has proved | 
quite a hit here. It ran for two 
weeks at leading theatres in the 
capital at slightly increased prices, 
and seats were hard to get. 

The story has been translated into | 
Japanese by Nitsuru Shimizu, and 


| is being published as one of a series | 


of books known as World Literature 


Oiher big American money-mak- 
ing pics recently released are ‘Robin 
Hood,’ (WB), ‘Tarzan Finds Son.’ 
(M-G) and ‘Vernon and _ Irene 
Castle’ JRKO). | 


Trouping for Troops 


| 
' 








Jerusalem, May 20. 

After prolonged negotiations with | 
military authorities here, a local | 
troupe of singers, dancers and or- | 
chestra has broken the ice and is | 
now putting on entertainment for the 
troops in the many camps dotting 


_ the Holy Land. Difficulties in bring- 


ing experienced troupers from Eng- | 
land right now to liven up the long | 
evenings at the camps made it im- 
perative for the militaries to get tae | 
gether a local outfit to go on tour. 

There’s a good sprinkling of refu- 
gee material in the troupe, many of 
the leading Polish, German, and 
Austrian stars getting on their feet 
with a chance at this camp enter- 
tainment. 


| Sought by his sister. 


Spread of the war to other parts 


, of France has wiped out the entire 


market for U. S. distributors in that 
country, according to word received 
in N. Y. Also, there is further dis- 
couraging news from Belgium where 
nearly all majors having offices 
there have been notified of their dis- 
solution. This is taken to mean by 
homeoffice executives that the Nazis 
have taken over the film business 
there and closed up operations of 
American distribs. 

Few letters have come through to 
N.. Y. from Sweden, Belgium and 
Holland, and only a few minor 
cables. Normal operations are be- 
ing restored in Holland, Denmark 
and Norway, but U. S. film coin re- 
mittances can be expected only from 
the latter two countries and Sweden. 

Big problem in Sweden currently 
is securing a means of getting fresh 
shipments of prints for distribution. 
Plans are under way to get them 
through via Petsamo, Finland, but 
its practicability still has to be 
proved to distributors. 

What foreign department chiefs of 
New York offices fear most in na- 
tions now controlled by Germans is 
that the same monetary regulations 
applying to Germany and Czechoslo- 
vakia will prevail. Several majors, 
including Paramount, Metro and 
20th-Fox, which continued as far as 
possible in this territory, have been 
able to get small sums out of the 
Czech market. 

Cuts Dollar Volume 


Removal of blocked funds, re- 
quired presently under Nazi mone- 
tary rule, cuts deeply into the dollar 
volume of business. Thus, any coin 
taken out of German territory, in- 
cluding Czechoslovakia, brings about 
one-twentieth of the official rate 
instead of 40c. on the dollar (offi- 
cial exchange rate). 

American officials are hopeful that 
such drastic monetary control will 
not apply to the lowland countries 
and Scandinavian nations the Nazis 
control, but fear it will be logical 
development. Some _ idea of the 
minor market available in Czecho- 
slovakia and Germany is obtained 
by recent remittances received by 
one major company. Less_ than 
$130,000 was obtained from both na- 
tions in a 10-month period. 

No returns whatever are coming 
through from Poland while the 
usually negligible amount obtained 
in Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
no longer is received because they're 
under Russian ‘protection’. Amer- 
ican distributors describe Russia as 


|a lost market because they've sel- 


dom been able to make ‘reasonable’ 
rental deals. 


FORM FILM COMBO 


Tokyo, May 15. 
The Asahi, Osaka Mainichi, Tokyo 
Nichi Nichi and Yomiuri newsreel 
service, plus the Domei News Agency 


| have been amalgamated to form the 


| Japan News Pictures Corp. The 
latter are the largest new.;:papers 
in Japan. 


The Education and Home Minis- 


tries Zave official approval to the 
project, which will eliminate con- 
| siderable waste. Till now, each 


| company’s films practically always 


contained the same subjects. 


Griffiths Set as Par’s 
British Sales Boss 


David Griffiths’ appointment to be 
come general sales manager for 
Paramount in Great Britain was con- 
firmed last week by the homeoftice. 
He supplants C. G. Dickerson, who 
resigned that position with Par 
about three weeks ago. 

Griffiths served for years as Brit- 


|ish manager of First National. 





Frank Neil Left $12,000 


Melbourne, May 20. 

Frank Neil, managing director of 
Tivoli Theatres, left personal estate 
here valued at around $12,000. Neil 
died last New Year's Day from in- 
juries received when knocked down 
by an auto. He left no will. 

Letters of administration are being 
Neil was un- 
married, | 


ae 
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PREPAREDNESS! 





On every Film Row of the 
Nation everybody's saying: 
“M-G-M to the rescue again! 
Ten million dollars in 9 Big 

M-G-M attractions right now 
and all summer long! Look! 


SPENCER TRACY 
“EDISON, THE MAN” 


* 


JOAN CRAWFORD 
FREDRIC MARCH 
“SUSAN AND GOD” 


* 


MARGARET SULLAVAN 
JAMES STEWART 
Robert Young « Frank Morgan 


“THE MORTAL STORM” 
* 


CLARK GABLE 
SPENCER TRACY 
CLAUDETTE COLBERT 
HEDY LAMARR 
“BOOM TOWN” 


When they talk about next year | 
-ask them what about right now! 


























4 


VIVIEN LEIGH 
ROBERT TAYLOR 
“WATERLOO. BRIDGE” 


JEANETTE MacDONALD i 
NELSON EDDY ’ 
“NEW MOON” 


* 


“ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE” 
Lewis Stone * Mickey Rooney « Judy Garland 


* 


GREER GARSON 
LAURENCE OLIVIER 
“PRIDE AND PREJUDICE” 
* 

NORMA SHEARER 
ROBERT TAYLOR:. 
“ESCAPE” 
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Il This, and Heaven Too 


arner Bros. production and release. 
rm Bette Davis and Charles Boyer; fea- | 
ss Jeffrey Lynn, Barbara O'Neil, Vir- | 
a Weidier, Henry Daniell, Walter 
npden, and George Coulouris. Directed 
Anatol Litvak. From novel by Rachel 
id. Screenplay by Casey Robinson; mu- 
Max Steiner; caméra, Ernie Haller, 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., June | 
40. Running time, 140 MINS, i 


riette Deluzy-Desportes....Bette Davis | 
| 





de Praslin Charles Boyer 
iry Martyn Field Jeffrey Lynn | 
chesse de Praslin.....-.-Barbara O'Neil 
ise Virginia Weidler 


steerer oerrere 


Jame LeMaire..«-- oo aees Helen Westley 
Ns 56 o.¢4's d's wedeceee Walter Hampden 
MONE. ccceseccece eee er Henry Daniell 
DN gs coe edeteee caceeee Harry Davenport | 
BONLIOCT.0 ccc pescrceses George Coulouris | 
echal Sebustiani.....0+6. Montagu Love 
MOEEMIODR. 6 icc ecccercceees Janet Beecher 
Ri tceeterebarscee eo ect June Fockhart | 






errr rer cory. Ann Todd 
mags?" me ; .- Richard Nichols | 
ye Gallard.......-scececccers Fritz Leiber j 
BANBIE.....cccecercrccccoccers Ian Keith | 
©. Muillard..cccccccsccccces Sibyl Harris | 
REM cscccecesecce pee Edward Fielding | 
fyecca, JAY...-c0+-e-eeeeeeMary Anderson | 
ily Schuyler... ...seeeeeeseered Ann Gillis | 
en Lexington.....-.eee- Peggy Stewart | 
adarme...... eo Peceeeeeeeen Victor Kilian | 

lume Gauthier......Mrs. Gardner Crane 





fhe novel which succeeded to the 
» of the country’s best selling lists 
en Margaret Mitchell’s ‘Gone 
th the Wind,’ through sheer ex- | 
astion for having held the spot so 
ig, finally gave way, was Rachel 
2]d's 
mestic romantic tragedy entitled, 
1 This, and Heaven Too.’ 
rsuit for major attention con- 
‘ues. and the latter work reaches 
» screen, via Warner Bros., as the 


» announced intention of Warners 
adopt the same exhibition policy, 
successful in the public show- 
is of the Selznick production. 
saven’ will be offered at scales of 
75¢.. mats., and 75c to $1.10, eves. 
sondition of the contracts also will 
trict its showings to single fea- 
€ programs. 
Dn the latter point there is not 
‘ely to be any dissent bv trade or 
:tomers, because the film requires 
-o hours and 20 minutes in its un- 
ling. It must be admitted at the 
rt of any comment on its unusual 
rits, that the screening seems no 
wer than the average good film. 
iich is high tribute to the excel- 
it quality of the production job 


spectacle, but replete with finely 
awn characters in absorbingly 
amatic situations. 


Heaven’ is film theatre at its 
st. In the two starring roles are 
tte Davis, as the young French 
verness, Henriette Deluzy-Des- 
rtes, and Charles Boyer, project- 
: one of his best performances as 
ec de Praslin. The tragedy of 
sir love affair, which eventuated 
‘the murder of the Duchesse de 
‘aslin (Barbara O’Neil), the sui- 
ie of the Duc and the subsequent 
mpse of some happiness for Hen- 
tte in her marriage to the Ameri- 
1 theological student, Henry 
irtyn Field (Jeffrey Lynn), pro- 
ies rich and compelling entertain- 
‘ont. It is strong fare, involving 
licate psychological shadings and 
derstandings. re 

casey Robinson in the scripting 
otured the quaintness of the man- 
rs and customs of Paris, in 1848, 
d succeeded admirably in retain- 
s both spirit and characters of the 
vel, despite the necessity for much 
Jetion of material. 
'k’s direction is outstanding. Film 
|roughout bears the mark of earn- 
|. and expert workmanshig in all 


--een literature. 

‘As to its popular reception among 
je rank and file of filmgoers, that 
‘solves itself largely to the man- 
'r of showmanship which is put 
‘hind the’ attraction wherever 
sown. Henriette is one of the few 
pressive tragic figures in mod- 
n fiction and Bette Davis gives her 
fauty and pk usibility. Exploita- 
'yn emphasis on the two star per- 
irmances will vitiate the natural 
im hazard of a depressing theme. 





>mment and discussion. Very little 
is been. said about it to date.in 
fe trade, where keen enthusiasm is 
‘.cessary to whip up public interest. 
‘The Desportes scandal is credited 
\ith having had much to do with 


fhilippe, close friend and protector 


iho was accused of murdering his 
‘ife while under the influence of an 
;fatuation for his children’s gov- 
iiness. Something more of this 
‘sser plot, and its political signifi- 
‘nce, was related in the book. There 
iso is eliminated any reference to 
'e kinship of Henry Field, who 
‘ought the unhappy Henriette to 
imerica after her release from 
i ison, and his more 
other, Cyrus Field, who laid the 
‘st transatlantic cable. 

|} Of comparable importance to the 
-omestic triangle are the unusually 
fective performances of four 
outhful players as the de Praslin 
nildren. Every progressive step in 
se story is built around these 
‘oungsters, a bit of plot unfolding 
‘Mat takes the film far from conven- 
tonal grooves> The children roles 
tee played with fine emotional re- 


As ior Miss Davis, she is off the 


| white, by Ernie Haller. 


semi-historical and wholly | 


The | 


‘gest potential b.o. winner since | 


. y first runs | lease. Stars Marguret Sullavan, James 

~~ — —. ee spring | Stewart, Robert Young, Frank Morgan; 

_ —_ we | features Robert Stack, Bonita Granville, 
ntns. 


Chere is further analogy, as it is. Fhvilis 
| West. 





| Previewed in Projection Room, N. Y., June 


a story which is completely shorn | 


Anatol Lit- | 


' ‘is a picture that will provoke | 


Le untimely deposing of King Louis | 


de Praslin, a French nobleman | 


illustrious | 


wilts by Virginia Weidler, June | 
ose gl Ann Todd and Richard 
IcCnols, 


screen during the briefest interludes. 
Action is related through the retro- 
spective technique, interestingly de- 
veloped when Miss Davis interrupts 
her American class of young women 
students to tell them of her tragic 
life, since even they had guessed her 
identity as the notorious Mlle. Des- 
portes. In her scenes with Boyer, 
Miss Davis retains an outward com- 
posure which only intensifies her 
real feelings, never completely ex- 
pressed. It is acting so restrained 
that a single overdrawn passage or 





expression would shatter the illusion. | 
In none of her recent films has she | 
approached her work in ‘Heaven. 

Supporting cast is long on experi- | 
enced players. Walter Hampden is | 
a standout as Pasquier, and Montagu | 
Love gives reality to the lesser part | 
of Marechal Sebastiani. Others who | 
appear advantageously are Helen 
Westley, Harry Davenport, Henry 
Daniell, George Coulouris and Janet 
Beecher. : 

Max Steiner's musical accompani- 
ment is first-class. The film is ex- 
cellently photographed, in black and 


As the first ‘big’ picture of the 
new season, ‘All This, and Heaven 
Too’ is indicative of a determination 
by Hollywood in general, and War- 
ners in particular, to lead with their 
best and keep on punching, on the 
theory that however uncertain the 
immediate future, good effort creates 
its own reward, Flin. 


— 


The Mortal Storm. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 


Irene Rich and Maria Ouspenskaya. Di- 
rected by Frank Borzage. From novel by 
Rottome; screenplay by Claudine 
Andersen Ellis and George Froe- 
music, Edward Kane; camera, 
Daniels; editor, Elma Vernon. 


sechel; 
William 







; 10. Running time, 100 MINS, 
LOOT. Peis sctbisesens Margaret Sullavan 
} MOLI: BPOIENOS ci vee vee cence James Stewart 
1 PIS MOVOOEE -64scew cede ...Robert Young 
| Professor Rott... 606 0%0<e~ Frank Morgan 
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With the devastating directness 
\of a Stukas diver, ‘The Mortal 
| Storm’ is a film bomb which is about 
jto explode in American theatres 
| with such force as to dispel public 
| equanimity (if, in fact, any exists) 
|towards the vicious operation of 
| Nazism and its fanatical proponents. 
jit is as timely as the latest news 
broadcasts from European capitals, 
and even more exciting. From the 
Metro studio, which shelved the 
making of ‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ 
comes a vivid piece of fact and fic- 
tion which tells about what hap- 
pened there. 

It is not the first of the anti- 
Nazi pictures, but it is the most ef- 
| fective film expose to date of the 
| totalitarian idea, a slugging indict- 








ment of the political and social 
| theories advanced by Hitler. In 
| those sections of the country where 
| world events are viewed from a re- 


! 


| alistic angle, the picture will be en- | 


| thusiastically received. 
it will create heated debate. 


| any event, 


In 
it is a ringing challenge 


| Of films is to entertain. ‘The Mortal 


| ment. 

The only sugar in this yarn is like- 
| ly to be found in the boxoffice. 
| Based on a novel.of the same name 
|by Phillis Bottome, it has been 
'adapted into a script of rare crafts- 
jmanship by Claudine West, Ander- 
| sen Ellis and George Froeschel. The 
| locale is Germany, 1933, at the time 
| when the paper-hanger gained con- 
trol of the government. Through the 


Elsewhere, Screenplay by Walter 


| 


| to the dogma that the sole function | 


m@ | partments, and should be praised | Storm’ is a combination of enter- | '40. 


an exceptional contribution to | tainment and democratic preach- | Larry Lawrence 


| 





lives of the members of the family | 


of a university professor there is 
revealed the soul-crushing effect of 
Nazi regimentation. Sons turn from 
their parents, friends become deadly 
enemies, innocent elders are tossed 
into concentration camps. 


| With a liberality of material re- 
| sources matched only by the zeal 
| with which the film was made, the 
studio extended itself on the pro- 
| duction side. In the cast are Mar- 
| garet Sullavan, James Stewart, Rob- 
|ert Young and Frank Morgan in the 
|top roles, aided more than a little 
'by Robert Stack, Bonita Granville, 
Irene Rich, Maria Ouspenskaya and 
| others. Frank Borzage has welded 
all this into one of his best directo- 
rial jobs, a forthright piece of pur- 
| poseful showmanship. 

Nor is any attempt made to hide 
the intent of the picture behind a 
|screen of double-talk or pictorial 
|fantasy. “The Mortal Storm’ pulls 
;no punches. It is a believable tale 
‘about an incredible people, who for- 
|feited freedom of thought and belief 
|for the false security of safety as 
/exemplified by the wolf-pack. They 
|are bitter and hard, full of self- 
| justification and deceit, willing vic- 
\tims of their own benightedness, It 
; happened there, and the film acquits 
itself handsomely of the mission to 
urge that it shall not happen here. 
| Because the action takes place in 
the early years of the Hitler regime, 


| 
| 


| 





| latter, 


Miniature Reviews 





‘All This, and Heaven Too’ 
(WB). Bette Davis and Charles 
Boyer deserve extended runs 
and upped admissions, 

‘The Mortal Storm’ (MG). An 
exciting melodrama about the 
Hitler stranglehold. Timely b.o. 

‘The Ghost Breakers’ (Par). 
Bob Hope and Paulette Goddard 
in rapid-fire comedy with chiller 
trimmings. Cinch laugh hit. 

‘Own Their Own’ (20th). An- 
other in the ‘Jones Family’ series 
and up to standard; okay for 
neighborhood duals. 

‘Lone Wolf Meets a_ Lady’ 
(Col). Good entertainment once 
inside tke theatre. 

‘Babies For Sale’ (Col). Adop- 
tion ring meller suited only for 
secondary spot on dualers. 

‘La Conga Nights’ (U). Medi- 
ocre laugh turnout starring Hugh 
Herbert. Strictly for duals. 

‘The Crooked Road’ (Rep). A 
lower-bracket dualer. 

‘Private Affairs’ (U). Above 
par program comedy, with dra- 
matic trimmings. Satisfactory 
supporter. 

‘Bad Man From Red Butte’ 
(U). Another in the Johnny 
Mack Brown series, up to stand- 
ard. 

‘Frontier Crusader’ (PDC). 
Tim McCoy in a considerably 
below average western. 














the ending of the story provides its 
most potent wallop. Hero and hero- 
ine plan a dangerous escape over 
a snowbound and unguarded fron- 
tier pass in the Austrian Alps. They 
are intercepted but not captured. A 
Nazi bullet clips the heroine and 
she dies as the couple reach the 
friendly border. The boy is free in 
Austria! . 

Performances are excellent. James 
Stewart is the courageous individ- 
ualist who refuses to join the Nazi 
party, and Robert Young is the 
heavy. Frank Morgan draws a fine 
characterization of the non-Ayran 
professor. Irene Rich returns to films 
as mother of the unhappy family. 
Miss Sullavan carries the romantic 
interest. In lesser roles, Mme. Ous- 
penskaya, Gene Reynolds, Robert 
Stack and Bonita Granville have 
important assignments. 

Pictorially, the film is a panorama 
of beautiful mountain scenes and 
finely photographed interiors. Wil- 
liam Daniels directed the camera 
work. 

But it is Borzage who wins chief 


commendation. He has turned out 
a film that demands universal 
screening in American theatres. 


There will be squawks. Then, again, 
there will be eyes opened which 
heretofore have looked listlessly 


|upon what happened there, befiev- 


ing it could never happen here. 
, Flin. 


The Ghost Breakers 


Hollywood, June 6. 
Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow, 
Jr., production. Stars Bob Hope and 
Paulette Goddard; features Richard Carl- 
son, Paul Lukas, Anthony Quinn, Willie 
Best. Directed by George Marshall, 
De Leon; based on 
Paul Dickey and Charles W. God- 
dard; camera, Charles Lang; editor, Ells- 
worth Hoagland; asst. director, Mel Ep- 
stein; process photography, Farciot Edouart. 
Previewed at Paramount, L. <A., June 5, 
Running time, 83 MINS, 


play by 


Bob Hope 
Paulette Goddard 
Richard Carlson 


SO a era 
Geoff Montgomery 


UI oe ok sr 8 hbo k se barb. eeke Paul Lukas 
1, ER a en ere re Willie Best 
rer eee Pedro de Cordoba 
Mother Zombie Virginia Brissac 
The Zombie.................Noble Johnson 
Ramon Mederos..........0.4 Anthony Quinn | 
Francisco Mederus..........4 Anthony Quinn | 
OMY TRONS. 6506005208 c0eebee Tom Dugan 
PROMOS TUVOL.. 60:05.05 5000066 &0¥e Paul Fix 
REE gicinieteNadedweudcéies Lioyd Corrigan | 


Utilizing little more than the basic 
idea .f the original play by Paul 
Dickey and Charles Goddard, which 
was originally turned out as a Wal- 


lace Reid starrer in the silent era of | 


1922, ‘The Ghost Breakers’ has been 


hypoed with plenty of moderniza- | 


tion treatment. 
solid comedy entertainment that 
will generate plenty of laughs and 
roll up some hefty b.o. figures along 
the wey. Its lightness and levity 
throughout, in these times of war, 
provide added impetus to bright biz 
prospects. 

Paramount dusted off the long- 
gotten Dickey-Goddard play _ for 
renovation and remake after getting 
returns on the Bob Hope-Paulette 
Goddérd formula in ‘Cat and the 
Canary.’ Picture was originally 
slated as a companion piece to the 
but far outstrips its prede- 
cessor in laff values and will prove 
that fact at the wickets. 

‘Ghost Breakers’ will materially 


strengther the position of Hope as | 


a top ranking film comedian. It 
will also further the popularity of 
Miss Goddard. Film also focuses at- 
tention on Willie Best as a capable 
and laugh-arousing dusky stooge of 
Hope. He will continue in future 
pictures with Hope as a fixture com- 
parable to the Jack Benny-Roch- 
ester duo. 

Despite the title, 


picture tends 


strongly to the comedy angle, with Blore, comedy butler, muggs his | 


Overall result is a | 


the eerie chiller sequences consum- 
ing not more than a third of the 
footage. Built for laughs, ‘Ghost 


Breakers’ hits a zippy pace right at 
the start, and constructs a not too 
implausible store while cracking fre- 
quent comedy situations and easily 
understood wisecracking dialog. Epi- 
sodes are closely packed in the 83 
minutes of running time, with di- 
rector George Marshall turning in 
one of the best piloting jobs of a 
comedy seen in a long time. : 
Hope is a breezy air columnist (a 
la Winchell) who innocently _be- 
comes involved in a murder. Miss 
Goddard saves him from the police, 
and he escapes in her trunk to a 
ship bound for Cuba. Pair get ro- 
mantic en route, and when the girl 
discloses her inheritance of a spooky 
island and castle, Hope determines 
to route the ghosts for her. Then 
there’s the usual eerie atmosphere 
of the deserted castle, with a zombie 
giant tossed into the melee of 
creaking doors, flickering shadows, 
secret passageways, etc. It’s all de- 
veloped with predominance on the 
comedy chiller side, and amply 
achieves the purpose. Walt. 


ON THEIR. OWN 


“th-Fox release of Max Golden produce 


| tion, Features Spring Byington, Ken 
Howell, George Ernest, June Car lson, 
Florence Roberts, Billy Mahan. Directed 


by Otto Brower. Screenplay, D 
Buchanan, Val Burton; original story, Val 








Burton, Jack Jung meyer, Jr., Edith 
Skouras; based on characters created by 
Katharine Kavanaugh; camera, Arthur 
Miller; editor, Nick de Maggio; musical 
direction, Samuel Kaylin. At Paramount, 
B'klyn, week June 4, '40, dual, Runoing 
time: 63 MINS, 

Mrs. John Jones...........Spring Byington 
BOOK ZORGB, 600 cosccceccccseeces Ken Howell 
ROOF JONOR. . .ccvcccccscccess George Ernest | 
| Lucy a See ee June Carison 
| COUR DONOR. ccccs se penene Florence Roberts 
i. MODs 66 604365 ao Reenee Billy Mahan 
Margaret.............. Murguerite Chapman 
i ES rere ere ere John Qualen 
Guiseppe Galentoni.......... Charles Judels 
OS err rr ie Chick Chandler 
RE oS eer er Forrester Harvey 
| Hortense PME WON. 6365 8283 Isobel Randolph 
SS oo Ree eee Walter Soderiing 
REPS, CORIGRION « i:6:60.0.0.6:0:0 6:0 50's Inez Palange 
| Ree William B, Davidson 
PI v6.0 ie bata bscacaesseaes Charles Lane 
| 
| Another in the ‘Jones Family’ 
series, this programine. is a light- 


weight, but diverting staple for the 
neighborhoods. As a lower-decker, 
it should uphold its share of enter- 
tainment and coincidentally main- 
|tain the series average. If this is 


| what exhibitors mean when they | 


plead for less realism and more 
escapist stuff out of Hollywood, 
| there’s something to be said for their 
point of view. 

Possibly because of Jed Prouty’s 
recent tiff with 20th-Fox over his 
contract for the series, his father 
Jones has been written out of the 
| script via a heart attack ard hos- 
| pital confinement. Faced with this 
| crisis, the dependent Joneses sell the 
| store and house and go to California, 
where papa is to get his sanatorium 
cure. There they acquire a bunga- 
|low court, 


| 


|families with children, and subse- 





| Seer slap down the next-door 
|apartment owner, who tries. to 
| thwart them with a court action. 


| Yarn is obvious, hokey and virtu- 
|ally surefire for the family trade. 


| Situations are genuine enough and | 


|the characters remain in their 
| familiar molds. There’s plenty of 
| broad comedy and the necessary 
| heart-throb touches. In fact, the 
| whole production is a proficient job 
of turning the same old ingredients 
jinto an appealing little picture. 
| Writing, direction and playing are 
all capably handled, with Spring 
| Byington, in particular, turning in 
}an excellent bit of trouping as 
; mother Jones. Incidentally, Florence 
Roberts, who plays grandma, died 
last Thursday (6). Hobe. 





Lone Wolf Meets a Lady 


| Columbia release of Ralph Cohn produe- 
tion. Features Warren William, Jean 
| Muir, Eric Blore, Victor Jory, Warren 
Hull. Directed by Sidney Salkow. Story, 
John Larkin, Wolfe Kaufman, from J.ouis 
| Joseph Vance series; screenplay, John 
Larkin: camera, Henrv Freulich; editor, 
Al Clark. At Varsity, Lincoln, Neb. 
| dune 7, ’40. Running time: 70 MINS, 
| ae ig SEC Pe Oe Warren William 
DOM 55595 Vi46:46eWeiiy oeas¥ewasieen’ Jean Muir 
SE CRRA NOS Kanaie Ce etecaacor Eric Blore 
j Beaudine VOLT reT CRT tie ee Vietor Jory } 
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| CPANC. .ccccccecvcsvccssccces Thurston Hall 
LU a eee Fred Kelsey 
eS rr Robert Emmett Keane 
| PACS: PONVOR 6 6656.60 6.6% 0c Georgia Caine 
| DMIG Ai Seis C8 -4:5.0:5.00144 0004 si 8 William Forrest 
| BOER. 06 506bbr0essseccessesss Mara Shetton 
McManus....... Pete e eee eee Bruce Bennett 





Nobody is going to spend much 
time hunting out the theatre play- 
ing ‘Lone Wolf Meets a Lady,’ but 
once having walked in on the film, 
it won't disappoint. Whodunit trade 
has a vehicle here which js as good 
as any, modelled after character 
—— of Louis Joseph Vance, and 
expertly scenarioed by John Larki 
and Wolfe Kaufman. ie 
Warren William continues to be 
| the choice for the slicker who out- 
slicks the other slickers, crosses paths 
| with, and double-crosses the police. 
| As the Lone Wolf, he brings the 
combined suavity gleaned from 
Philo Vance, dude gangster roles, 
and other smart criminology assign- 
ments, to the part. 
Jean Muir, away for several sea- 
— in legit, makes her reappear- 
ance in films as a girl unnerved by 








| the prospect of facing a robbery- | 


|murder rap. She does okay. Eric 


Harold | 


rent out the homes to} 


| way to many a laugh. Marla Shel- 
ton, brunet looker, and Thurston 
Hall, detective, key into the story, 
'while it’s dumb-flatfoot Fred Kel- 
sey, a part done so often by him it’s 
a sleep-walk by now, gets away with 
many chuckles. 

Director Sidney Salkow does well 
by his department, and the film 
maintains suspense strength all the 
way. Art, 


BABIES FOR SALE 


Columbia production and release. Feae 
tures Rochelle Hudson, Glenn Ford, Miles 
Mander, Isabel Jewell, Directed by Charles 
Barton, Screenplay by Robert) BD. Ane 
drews; story by Robert Chapin and Joseph 


Carole; editor, Charles Nelson; ciumera, 
Benjamin Kline. At Strand, Brooklyn, 
week June 6, '40,. dual. Running time, 
65 MINS, 

Ruth Williams. ....ccses- Rochelle Hudson 
ae ak ree oe Glenn Ford 
Dr, FRARBIN.. ic cccceccoceccs Miles Mander 
Pe, BR nb resctondeceeeel Joseph Stefani 
Miss Talbot.... soweeee Georgia Caine 






Edith Drake... 


.. Isabel Jewell 
Geida Bonaker. 


6rd nee Kva_ tivde 








Mr. Kingsley..............Selmer Jackson 
Mra. Kingsley.........+.+.+.-Mary Currier 
Mr. Edwards. ...cccccccsees Edwin Stanley 
BOO, PIOMETE cc cicesereseesen Douglas Weed 
ee ee ere eer John Qualen 
POE. AMOSCRORc cc cccscccereocs Helen Brown 





j 
| ‘Babies For Sale’ pretends to be 
|nothing more than a programmer, 
As such it will fill the second fea- 
ture slot on a dual bill, and prove 
'fairish entertainment. Story about 
an ‘adoption’ ring needs a strong No. 
1 feature. 

Besides miscasting, a major de- 
ficiency is the stuffy unfolding. An 
ambitious newspaper reporter is 
fired in the opening reel but he con- 
tinues to bring the baby adoption 
ring to justice. There is an appar- 
ent desire to sive more of the pic- 
ture to Rochelle Hudson, though the 
role is not wnlike others she’s been 
in lately. It differs from the fa- 
miliar sinned against femme sent up 
the river only in that here she’s the 
abused wedded girl who goes to 
‘Mercy Shelter’ to save money when 
her baby is born. 

The racket about which this film 
is so concerned operates with a doc- 
tor heading a maternity home (‘sup- 
ported by charity) to which ex- 
pectant mothers come. Plot has a 
| Majority of them being persuaded 
| to sign away rights to their own in- 
‘fants. This angle is worked over- 
| time while the enthusiastic reporter 
| is lost in the shuffle. There’s much 
| to do about footprinting the infants 
| since this finally brings the vil- 
lainous Dr. Rankin to justice. 

Miss Hudson is fairly convincing 
| despite the role. Glenn Ford, the 
| reporter, is submerged in the ram- 
| bling story and Miles Mander, as 
the scheming medico, is badly mis- 
cast. Joseph Stefani, who should 
| have been given the latter part, por- 
| trays the honest physician. Isabel 
| Jewell is dwarfed in a minor char- 
| acterization as another ‘home’ in- 
mate. Wear, 


LA CONGA NIGHTS 


(WITH SONGS). 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith proe 








duction, Stars Hugh Herbert; features 
Constance Moore, Dennis O'Keefe, Armida, 
Eddie Quillan, Ferike Boros, Barnett 
Parker, Directed by Lew Landers, Orige 
inal story by Jay Dratler, Harry Clork, 
Paul Smith; songs, Frank Skinner, Sam 
Kerner; musie director, Charles Previn; 
camera, Elwood Bredell. At Rialto, N.Y., 


week June 6. Running time, 69 MINS, 
Faith Dibble } 
Hope Dibble 


| 
fee Hugh Herbert 





| 

| 

| Charity Dibble 

| Prudence Dibble 

| Mrs. Henry I, Dibble, Sr. 

| Henry I. Dibble, Jr. J 

P StOVO: COMING. 025550660000 Dennis O'Keefe 
| Helen Curtiss Constance Moore 
| Mama ME MeN a 'b:45-04-5:0:0 Sects Ferike Boros 
Vitus Endover rhe hte b hee ee ee Eddie Quillan 

|} Carlotto DeVera.......%...20.00. ee ArMida 
| Paes SF BPION «s.6:bs000% Joe Brown, Jr. 

saucy Endover........00..0... Sally Payne 
| Dennis O'Brien... ioc iiccsicces Frank Orth 

| Hammond +H 65 KORESEE OR OS Barnett Parker 
| 


_ Hugh Herbert makes the dual role 
idea look pale in comparison in this, 

a flimsy piece of fabrication that 
stacks up as a mediocre excuse to 
project Herbert's zanyisms. Has 
| little substance and few solid laughs, 
| although giggles are plentiful. It's 
| a screwy thing based on a loosely 


» | written original story filled with to- 


| tal disregard for the plausible. Star 
| handles no less than six roles, play- 
ing himself, four sisters and his 
mother. Some of the situations 
| Herbert and his supporting cast are 
maneuvered into are painfully silly. 

Makeup and photography to han- 
dle the various parts played by the 
star is good, often picking up three 
or feur of his characterizations in 
| the same frames. Dialog covers a 
| wide range, sometimes quite bright 
but most of the time dull. 

Herbert is a jitterbug, or a ‘musie 
| moron’ as he’s called, which leads 
| him into the Spanish section of New 
| York. Dennis O’Keefe, as a cab 
|driver-amateur vaudevillian, and 
| Constance Moore, small town singer 
| who never got a chance in the big 
city, meet accidentally when she’s 
scramming another boarding house 
bill, and he takes her home to his 
place and secures her a room. 

Neighborhood is filled with ama- 
teur entertainers who, with O'Keefe 
and Miss Moore, start a night club 
on the premises when an eviction 
order is posted for non-payment of 
rent. Herbert had meantime become 
a missing person officially and a 
| member of the boarding clan _ be- 
| cause he heard and liked the ams’ 
music while passing the house. 
| Free-for-all is staged when the sher- 
(Continued on page 16) 
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The whole country’s roaring over | | 
. Di: 
this couple who changed places} 




























and even got the stork mixed up! =| 
The dates are rolling in by the | 
hundreds. Watch the crowds | 
at the | 


Loew’s State, Louisville; Loew's | 
Broad, Columbus; Loew's, | 
Akron; Loew’s, Bridgeport; | 
Palace, Springfield; Loew’s, | 
Wilmington; Warner’s Holly- 
wood, Hollywood, California; | 
Downtown, Los Angeles; | 
a "7 p vy Midland, Kansas City; Loews 
oa a ee FS. i Palace, Indianapolis; Warner, | 
Ca ; 4 Milwaukee; Loew’s Valentine, 
- Toledo; Warner’s Stanley; 
Pittsburgh; Loew’s Capitol, 
Washington; Loew’s Grand, 
Atlanta; Loew’s Century, 
Baltimore; Buffalo, Buffalo; 
Warner’sAldine, Philadelphia. — . 


NEW YORK PREMIERE 
SOON AT THE ROXY! 
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LA CONGA NIGHTS | 





iff's men start premature eviction | 
before the club gets going, but sit- 
uation is saved when Herbert dis- 
covers that he owns the place and 
the dispossess had been ordered | 
without his knowing. Finally set- | 
tles everything happily by making 
Miss Moore and O'Keefe a present | 
of the joint. A | 

O’Keefe’s performance leaves} 
much to be desired. His lines are | 
not ‘convincingly handled and the 
one crack he takes at singing could 
have been clipped without damage. . 
Miss Moore is flattered in closeups 
but otherwise the photography isn't 
up to snuff. She handles her role 
in okay fashion. Sings the film’s 
songs acceptably, ‘Carmenita Mc- 
Coy’ impressing as best of three me- | 
diocre writings by Frank Skinner | 
and Sam Lerner. Other two are! 
‘Havana’ and ‘Chance of a Life- | 
time.’ 

Ferike Boros, as the carefree and | 
philosophical boarding ‘house mis- 
tress, contributes the best support. 
Armida, a Gus Edwards vaude find, 
warbles ‘La Cucaracha’ and dances 
daintily. She screens well. Eddie 
Quillan and Sally Payne are laugh- 
provoking as battling newly weds. 
Joe Brown, Jr. ‘no son of Joe E 
Brown) does a nice job as the dumb 
and lazy son. He dances briefly. 





Film Reviews 


Continued from page 14 


| reaction for 








an idea to hold the pair together | 


for another picture to catch possible 
series of the duo, 
Young’s droll delivery, in contrast 
to Herbert's de-slapsticked portrayal 
here, provides a good combo for 
laugh purposes. With most of Her- 


bert’s oft-used tricks missing, and 
player in more of a straight comedy | 


role without stumbles and falls, he 
has a key to a fresher line of at- 
tack in future film appearances. 


Story is of minor importance, and 
only framework for display of the | 
Herbert. | 


antics of Young and 
Former, disowned by his rich father 


/in Boston, is a chalk-board Operator 


in a Wall Street brokerage. house. 
He picks up taxi-driver Herbert as 
an unwilling creditor, is visited by 
his daughter who is engaged to one 
boy but in love with another; and 
winds up as Boston representative 
for a stock promoter marketing se- 
curities that he later plans to put 
through the wash sale ringer. ut 
Young muddles through to marry 
his daughter to the right boy; recon- 
cile with his father; and prevent the 
stock manipulations. 


Picture falls into some _ dull 
pockets along the way, and at times 


swings close to corniness, finally | 
hitting familiar ground with a wild 
auto ride for the finish. o the 


scripters, the Jatter seemed to be the 

easiest way to wind up the tale. 
Most important in Albert Rogell’s 

direction is the underplaying of 


Wood. ‘Herbert in comparison to his pre- 


THE CROOKED ROAD 


‘tt North pro- 
Republic release of Rober = 
duction. Directed by Phil a 


s Edmund Lowe, Irene Hervey. reen- 
jo sg Garnett Weston, Joseph Krumgold; 
original story and ge er or 

ichard Blake; camera, Brnes 
more, Jr... RichSrnest Nims, At Rialto, 








vious roles. Picture has been given 
adequate mounting for a program- 
mer, with camera work by Milton 
Krasner of standard calibre. Walt. 


Bad Man From Red Butte 


(WITH SONGS) 


the poor direction, as well as the 
stock story. He’s a trigger-man who 
fans he hammer of his gun in the 
most unbelievably sure-shot man- 
ner. Poor photography further de- 
| grades the value of the picture. 
Efforts of a bunch of local bad- 
men to keep a mining company from 
/uncovering a rich ore vein they 
| have found, figures as the reason for 
‘the story’s existence, plus a girl 
i dancer who comes into the tough 
'town to give a show. She's Doro- 
|thy Short and should know better. 
It’s the kind of burg where a girl 
wouldn’t even think of putting in 
an appearance in the local saloon 
for legitimate or other purposes. 


ary. Char. 





PASTOR HALL 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, May 27. 


Grand National release of Charter Film. 
Sturs Nova Pilbeam, Wilfrid Lawson, Sir 
Seymour Hicks. Directed by John Boult- 
ing. Adapted by Anna Reiner from play 
by Ernst Toller. Screenplay, Leslie Arliss, 
Haworth Bromley; camera, Mutz Green- 





haum. At Cambridge, London. Running 
time, 95 MINS. 

Pastor Fall..sccccccssccces Wilfrid Lawson 
Christine Hall.......ccccese: Nova Pilbeam 
General Von Grotjahn...... Seymour Hicks 
0 RE rere re re Te Marius Goring 
Herr Pipperman........++-- Eliot Makeham 
Wasi PRStOr.....cccccoscccnsese Hay Petrie 
eS Re re Lina Barrie 
Sh. OTE Percy Walsh 
Werhner Von Grotjahn.....-.. Brian Worth 
Erwin Kohn........sccceeeseees Peter Cotes 
Freundlich......ccccecsees Edmund Willard 
Johann Herder......eeeee+s J. Fisher White 
Frau Kemp.......cscccsecceecs Barbara Gott 





‘Pastor Hall’ is based upon a play 
by Ernst Toller, and Grand Na- 
| tional’s announcement says it is in- 
|spired by the life of Pastor Nie- 
moeller. Simultaneous with the 
trade showing of the film comes the 
announcement from Metro's British 
studios to the effect that prepara- 
tions are proceeding for the making 
of Robert Montgomery’s next pic- 
ture, ‘I Had a Comrade,’ from an 








Miller; editor, i : - Bea - : tle- 
te. ¥.. week of June 10, 40. Running tlm@, | taiversat production and releaze. Stars ig v gd 4 oes a 
69 MINS. Johnny Mack Brown; features Bob Baker, | TOS€, yd . = adie 
John Vincent......eeeeeeeees Edmund Lowe Fuzzy Knight. Directed by Ray Taylor. Niemoeller. . 
eS Serer. Kars Irene Hervey | Story and adaptation, Sam Robbins; edi- A print of ‘Pastor Hall’ is already 
Sinks Trent....ccccccesceces Henry —. tor, Paul Landres; songs, Everett Carter | jn the U S., and it looks as if Grand 
Ni ki ea pean trans aul Fix | Mi sen: , illie : . ° we : nye 
Ride Home sii ation Ronee ancien, wiligm siskne” | National has a good start. It's diff 
a nagaeuke ee Claire Carleton | Running time: 58 MINS. | cult to imagine, however, the Mont- 
RE res Naa eesce tes ¢98y Charles Lane | Git Brady “may Johnny Mack Brown | Zomery film would follow the lines 
| Buck pains | of ‘Pastor Hall,’ as the Grand Na- 
| Gabrie SS Sa Ae ea Bob Baker | tj ic i sim 
‘The Crooked Road’ plays a dull ESM OMRIAMMs <ics'e ec gictsindiens. ce Fuzzy Knight — totic am — — = 
game of chess with a motley collec- | Tibby Mason.........,..00...: Anne Gwynne | @€nur.clalio again ne s 
tion of characters, three of whom are | Turner.............0.ccee00 Llovd Ingraham | such, it is pate sa ge effective = 
ara: wal te | Dan Todhonter:é.iscccccccess. lafe McKee | should be valuable propaganda for 
on the criminal side. Melodrama }s | Skip Todhunter.............. Bill Cody, Jr. | the Allies. _— 


of minor importance, and the ma- 
jority of dates will be No. 2 on 
routine duals. 

Edmund Lowe, one of the central 
characters, has struck it rich and is 
leading what appears to be an ex- 
emplary life. His past, a prison 
escape in England when young, 
catches up with him when an old 
clink crony subjects him to black- 
mail. ; 

In the process of carrying out 
plans to do away with his tormentor, 
a tin-horn chemist gets mixed up 
into the affair and for the love of 
money himself is scheming to get 
rid of the blackmailer. Circum- 
stances lead to conviction for mur- 
der of Nick Romero, then a turning 
of the tables on Lowe. After latter 
has confessed, some sleuthing picks 
up a further thread which clears 
Lowe and places the blame for the 
murder on the chemist. This all 
leaves Lowe the only unhappy alter- 
native of having to return to Britain 
to serve out that old sentence. 

The girl is Irene yoecbok, She 
ewitches her affections from we to 
his best pal, Henry Wilcoxon, who 
unwittingly messes into the murder 
case to involve his friend. Miss 
Hervey does not give an impressive 
performance. - Others in the cast are 
Paul Fix, Arthur Loft, Claire Carle- 
ton and Charles Lane. They pass 
muster in carrying out roles of a 
story that is quite ordinary, includ- 
ing the dialog. Char. 


PRIVATE AFFAIRS 


These Johnny Mack Brown fron- 
tier dramas, as close to formula as 
every morning’s dish of ham-and- 
eggs, are coming along pretty fre- 
quently these days. They vary little 
as to worth, aside from the b.o. 
value of the cast setup and the cow- 
boy songs which are a part of each 
release. 

Ray Taylor, who directs these pic- 
tures, probably makes two at a time 
or could. He uses the same locations 
most of the time and the same 


people—probably also, the same 
horses. 
This time Brown has a_ twin 


brother who’s gone bad, with result 
he’s mistaken for the killer when 
he comes into town to lay out a new 
route for a stagecoach line. His pal, 
Bob Baker, sets up shop as an 
attorney and Fuzzy Knight is on 
the sidelines as a hair-tonic sales- 
man. Answer: they clean out the 
local saloonkeeper-mortgage holder 
and his gang, with the finish leav- 
ing the little town as peaceful as 
Belgium before Hitler got there. 
Some day the westerns will clean 
up all the tough burgs of the coun- 
try and then those _ hardridden 
horses (no cowboy or westerner ever 
pushes ’em so hard as they do in 
westerns) will be put out to pasture 
like Black Beauty for a nice, long 
rest. 

A new twist in this one is that the 
hero knew the heroine before the 
|action opens. And she’s a_ schoal 
teacher. That's also a little different. 





Hollywood, June 9. 
Wnivereal release of Burt Kelly-Glenn 
Tryon production. Features Nancy Kelly, 
Hugh Herbert, Roland Young, Robert Cum- 
mings. Directed by Albert S. Rogell. 
Screenplay by Charles Grayson, Weonard 


Spegelgass and Peter Milne: based on story | 


by Walton Green: camera, Milton Krasner; 





editor, Philip Cahn; asst. director, Henry 
Spitz. Previewed at Pantages, June 8, 
*40, Running time, 74 MINS. 

Bee PTIOTOOR 6 ccc cccesccccsce Nancy Kelly 
Angus McPherson........+..- Hugh Herbert 
EES ee Roland Young 
PUMMY Nolan. .cscccccess Robert Cummings 
Noble Bullerton.............Montagu Love 
GROMIM c ccc cccccccevcuseecceses Jonathan Hale 
Bes OSPUENORING 60.5. 50460.00.6 0.0: Florence Shirley 
Herbert Stanley.........G. P. Huntley, Jr. 
CORTE WEIEMC. 6.0 cccccccecccocecs Dick Purcell 
SUMED Cd £4:6.460446 600000596695 Leonard Carey 
BEE PORININIET 0.0 6:4 600 0t0 06500066 Mary Forbes 
Mr. Stanley... ccccvcseccecss Douglas Wood 
MES bibs 04650906 0N 05504 Granville Bates 
PE 6p 6:64 608s ao oesecotcnece Tim Ryan 





With Roland Young and Hugh 
Herbert carrying the burden 
throughout, this one emerges as a 
light comedy-drama that will get 
by adequately as a supporting fea- 
ture in the regular runs. It has sev- 
eral slow spots during the running, 
and a number of exaggerated situa- 
tions during the unreeling, which 
are compensated for by some sure- 
fire comedy situations. Picture was 
turned out as a moderate budgeter, 
and overall shapes up better than 
the general run of pictures in its 





Anne Gwynne, the little lady in 
; question, might graduate from the 
dusty Main streets of the cow operas. 
|She is a charming type and photo- 
| graphs well. Char. 


'FRONTIER CRUSADER 


Producers Distributing Corp. 
Sigmund Neufeld production. Stars Tim 
McCoy; features Dorothy Short, Lou Ful- 
ton, Carl Hackett, Ted Adams, John Mer- 
ton. Directed by Peter Stewart. Story, 
Arthur Durlam; adaptation, William Live- 
iy; editor, Holbrook N. Todd: photog, Jack 
Greenhalgh, At Central, N.Y., dual, week 
| June 5, “40. Running time, 66 MINS. 


SEUMECr TIM Bas os .occcccceca< Tim McCoy 


release of 





Jenny Mason ---Dorothy Short 
Oe eee rer eer Lou Fulton 
Earney BHronson.....cccccces. Carl Hackett 
YR ge SS Se eer: Ted Adams 
BRE SPRRURS 00:04556405660660R4 John Merton 
Ce MOT 6 6.05 606050005e0s. ‘orrest Taylor 
CREAN s 2 5s 6005-6 800s vos Oooo Hal Price 
Mesa Kid 





‘Tim McCoy, who used to be Col. 
Tim when he was making westerns 
for Metro more than 10 years ago, 
is no youngster but he has enough 
of that outdoor oomph to stir the 
blood in adventurous hearts just the 
same. However, he gets a little the- 
atrica]l at times and after a fashion 


|emulates the William S. Hart man- 


ner, being very stern and deliber- 





class. 


In teaming Young and Herbert for 
the main characters of the piece, | 


ate, hating to smile. When he does, 
it’s o.k. 

McCoy's greatest handicap, judged 
by ‘Frontier Crusader,’ is the ma- 


Tite ete thy Tree Ken Duncar 


The foreword declares the story 
| is based on verified facts. Accept- 
| ing events as such, film emerges as a 
moving indictment of the Nazi 
regime. Since final tragedy is in 
itself of such simplicity, and thus so 
| effective, producers might have been 
guided by that treatment in han- 
dling the materialistic side of the 
picture. Some of the Nazi stuff is 
| pounded home. It could have been 
left to itself, suggested or less flam- 
boyantly handled. 

To increase its pull as dramatic 
‘entertainment,’ about 1,000 feet 
could be lopped off where there is 
factually no story, only elements for 
eventual indictment, particularly in 
the first half. 

_In an effort to secure pace, direc- 
| tion at opening is jerky. Full force 
of what could have been dramatic 
elements are Jost through lack of 
| sufficient buildup. This treatment 
isn’t helped by the editing, in which 
| director also had a hand. 
What is impressive about the pic- 
, ture is that not one word of propa- 
| Sanda is uttered. No mention is 
| made of the Allies, merely the build- 
| Ing up of the Nazi regime of terror 
|in Germany. It tells the story of a 
| little village which is ‘fathered’ by 
|a benevolent pastor who rules the 
flock with kindness. When he pub- 
| licly _protests against the rapidly 
| rowing terrorism, he’s thrown into 
|}a concentration camp, lashed and 
| ill-treated. 

| Within the narrowed confines of 
| British production, film is materially 
| aided by excellent acting frém Wil- 
| frid Lawson in the title part; Sey- 
| mour Hicks and Marius Goring, with 
| a supporting array of competent 
| players for the minor roles. Miss 
| Pilbeam is unbelievable as a village 
maid, with her Parisian coiffure, 
| high heels, full-length silk stockings 
| and nifty hats. Jolo. 


‘Gone’s’ $655,000 in L. A. 











Hollywood, June 11. 

| ‘Gone With Wind’ winds up L. A. 
|roadshow run tomorrow (12) to 
| Bross in two theatres approximating 
| $655,000. 

Pictuse played 24 weeks at Car- 
thay Circle to $345,000 and 16 weeks 
at downtown United Artists to $310,- 
= Combined admissions hit 725,- 
00. 


Janet Fox’s RKO Solo 


Janet Fox, of the cast of the 
Broadway musical, ‘Higher and High- 
er,’ planed for the Coast Saturday 
(8) on a one-picture deal with RKO. 
She’ll appear in ‘The Other Man.’ 
Garson Kanin, who'll direct, is un- 
derstood to have requested’ the 
studio to obtain Miss Fox. 

Player is a niece of Edna Ferber 
iand played in ‘Stage Door’ and other 








Universal has hit on what might be! terial, the production triteness and | Broadway shows. 


Supporting cast generally ordin- | 


Vicious Cycle 





Lincoln, Neb., June 11. 

Last December, Bob Living- 
ston, Capitol exhib, captured 
fancy of the entire film frater- 
nity by attempting to beat the 
Tums Pot of Gold radio show 
by offering to pay off winner's 
loss, if in his theatre, instead 
of at home when the number 
was dialed. Just listening to the 
radio show each week and wor- 
rying about whether the spin 
would hit him, he contracted 
Tuesday night indigestion. 

As a program-bucker, the 
guarantee didn’t work out very 
well, but listening to each show 
worked on Livingston, who is 
now a confirmed Tums user! 


———$ 














MORE NEW TEX. 





Port Arthur, Texas, June 11}. 

Tue Sabine, new $50,000 house, 
opened here Thursday (6) by Al 
Johnston. House owned by Sam Hy- 
man of Lufkin, who operates the 
Jackson, Jacksonville, and has inter- 
ests in several other spots in east 
Texas. 


Jefferson Amus. Co. opened the 
Port here. Also operates the Grove, 
suburban, recently opened. 

City now has. 10 houses, two col- 
ored; total population 62,000. 





San Antonio, June 11. 


The Cameo, Negro nabe, slated to 
open today (11), 650 capacity, com- 


THEATRES OPEN 





pleted by Carl A. Milentz. Gives 
this city two Negro houses. 





Baxley’s House 
Houston, June 11. 


Work started on a new neighbor- | 
hood theatre on Broadway in Park | 
Place, suburb of Houston. L. C.| 
Baxley, former salesman with Fox 
and United Artists, heading company 
building the theatre. Will seat 800 | 
and will be air conditioned. ' 





U’s 6-Mo. Net, $1,381,002; 
Was $739,579 a Year Ago 


Universal net earnings for the | 
first half of the present fiscal year 
gained 86.73% or $641,424 over the 
first six months of the preceding 
fiscal period, J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of the board, announced 
last week. Net for six-month period 








HAL MELNIKER 
HEADS CENT'L 
CASTING 


Hollywood, June 11. 

Harold Melniker, Columbia law 
graduate, has been appointed head 
of the casting division at Central 
Casting. Gerald Farman has been 
placed in charge of office matters 
and will handle all interviews znd 
preparation of statistics pertaining 
to qualifications and earnings of 
extras. 

Negotiations between the producers 
and the Screen Writers Guild get 
under way this week, with a com- 
mittee of attorneys headed by M. B, 
Silberberg representing the com- 
panies, Other members of the com- 
mittee are Alfred Wright, Homer 
Mitchell and George Cohen. The 
SWG negotiating committee is com- 
posed of attorney Leonard S. Janof- 
sky, Sheridan Gibney, Charles 
Brackett, Sidney Buchman, Dore 
Schary, Mary C. McCall, Jr. and 
Boris Ingster. . 


Prexy Edmund D. Hannan has 
been unanimously reelected by the 
Society of Motion Picture Film Edi- 
tors. Edward Mann, of Republic, 
was selected v.p., taking over post 
formerly held by Fred Richards. 
Archie Marshek reelected secretary, 
and James Newcom renamed trezs- 
urer. Harvey Johnston was zep- 
pointed to newly created office of 
sergeant-at-arms. 


The producers, in turning down 
demand of the American Federation 
of Office Employes for a closed shop 
agreement at Central Casting Corp., 
stated they were not satisfied the 
union represented a majority of the 
employes. The folldwing letter was 
mailed to prexy Elma Goodwin. of 
the Federation, by Howard R. Phil- 
brick, Central general manager: 


‘Your proposed agreement ten- 
dered to me on May 13, 1940. and 
your letter of May 20, 1940. on be- 
half of the Stenographers, Typists, 
Bookkeepers and Assistants Local 
Union 20798 was submitted to a com- 
mittee composed of producers who 
are members of Central Casting 
Corp. 

“We are not satisfied that the unit 
proposed by you is the appropriate 
unit for the purpose of collective 
bargaining and we are not satisfied 
that your organization represents a 
majority of employes in any unit 
that might be adjudged appropriate. 


‘I therefore advise you that we 
will not begin collective bargaining 





ending last April 27 totaled $1,381,- | negotiations with your union until 
002 against $739,578 in comparable | Local Union 20798 first obtains from 
period of previous fiscal year. | the National Labor Relations Board 

Company actually showed a net|a determination as to whether or 
profit of $920,370 in the second quar- | not the classes of employes it claims 
ter ending last April as compared! to represent constitute an appropri- 
with $581,587 in the corresponding | ate bargaining unit and Local 20798 
quarter last year and a net loss of| is certified by said board that it rep- 
$199,487 for the second quarter two| resents a majority of the employes 


years ago. Issuance of report | 
brought a rebound of six points for | 
U’s preferred shares and gains by| 
common shares. | 

Cowdin also stated that there has | 
been a net reduction of $1,381,745 | 
in bank loans and an increase in net 
working capital of $1,163.257 in the | 
six-month perod covered by the re- | 
port. Contrasted with the peak on| 
Dec. 23, 1939, when they aggregated | 
$3,372,918, bank loans now (June 1) 
total $1,050,000. | 


He referred to the recapitalization 
plans, still being -considered by the 
|management, as being complicated 
\by the current world conditions in- 
cluding the unsettlement of security 
markets. 


His letter also touched on the spe- | 
cial reserve for amortization. | 
amounting to $5,000 weekly start- | 
ing with the first quarter of the pres- | 
ent fiscal year. World mart de-| 
velopments have complicated and/| 
restricted foreign business to such 
an extent that the management has 
increased the weekly special re- 
serve to $8,000 per week retroactive 
to the start of the fiscal year. This 
represents $208,000 for the first 26 
weeks which trims net earnings for 
the first six months of the current 
fiscal year, before Federa] income 
taxes, to $1,173,002. 





MOORE PAYS OFF 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Leo Morrison’s $1,440 commission 
suit against Sam Moore, radio writer, 
was settled out of coui’. 

Agent had demande: 10% of 
Moore’s $450 weekly salary for 32 | 
weeks as scripter on the ‘Good 
| News’ program. 








employed within such appropriate 
unit.’ 

Demands of the union for a closed 
shop, with a minimum wage of $25 
per week for clerks and $75 for cast- 
ing directors, is backed by the AFL 
Conference of Studio Unions. Ne- 
gotiations for the Federation have 
been taken over by J. W. Buzzell, 
who succeeded Willie Bioff as head 
of the Conference. 


JONES FAMILY MOVING - 
OFF 20TH-FOX LOT 


Hollywood, June 1}. 
20th-Fox is taking the Jones Fam- 
ily off its 1940-41 program with the 
death of Florence Roberts, who 
played the grandma role. 

Jed Prouty, Pa Jones in the serie &, 
had been feuding with the studio 
for three months. The ‘family’ had 


been on the Westwood schedule for 
four years. 











Walsh’s Status Quo 


George C. Walsh, former president 
of the (Paramount) Netco chain in 
upstate New York, which was 
greatly reduced in size through 


| pools, has several propositions for 


building of a chain of theatres him- 
self. However, he will probably not 
go into business on his own at this 
time. 


He is interested in the five thea- 
tres comprising the Yonkers «(N. Y.) 
RKO pool and for the present is 
devoting his time to those properties. 
RKO operates the houses. 








~ oe 
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WORLD’S PUBLIC PREVIEW 
SHOWING or tis NEW 


SENSATIONAL MONEY - MAKING 
COIN OPERATED ‘‘TALKIE’’.. . 


Al JACK DEMPSEY’S 
BROADWAY BAR 
IN A FEW DAYS 


A TREMENDOUS NEW 
INDUSTRY IS BEING BORN! 








+. ALL PRELIMINARY TESTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN 
MADE ...15,000 DISTRIBUTORS, JOBBERS—DEALERS 
— INDUSTRIALISTS— NATIONAL ADVERTISERS, ETC., 
HAVE ALREADY VIEWED THE DEMONSTRATION AT 
THE SHERRY-NETHERLAND, WHERE PHONOVISION 
IS ON DISPLAY, AND PRONOUNCE IT PERFECT ! 





PHONOVISION—See it—Hear it! Completely Automatic Sound on 
Film machine in beautiful, streamlined cabinet. With a drop of a 


e , 
coin you see and hear any of eight top dance features released each , , f 
week. Whatever the movies can do—Whatever a modern phonograph 

can do — PHONOVISION combines to give you perfect enter- sili, ; g 


tainment at Cafes, Hotels, Lounges, Bars, Grills, etc. 





@ READY FOR PRODUCTION---DELIVERIES WITHIN 90 DAYS! 


& A. C. DeNapoli, Jr., of Electrical Research Products Now Chief Engineer of 
Phonovision 


@ Name Bands and Top-Singing and Dancing Talent Being Engaged 


= Edison Studio Starts Production in 2 Weeks Under Direction of Samuel Sax... 
For the Past 10 Years Producer of All Warner Bros. Great Short Subjects 


SM PORTANT _ 


THOUSANDS OF LETTERS FROM INTERESTED FIRMS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD HAVE BEEN RECEIVED 
».. AND PHONOVISION COMMITTEE WILL DETERMINE ALLOTMENT OF TERRITORIES IN A FEW DAYS 


IF THERE IS ANY PHASE OF THIS NEW INDUSTRY THAT YOU 
BELONG IN—WRITE, PHONE, OR CALL TO SEE US AT ONCE 





PHONOVISION CORPORATIONoFfAMERICA 


SHERRY NETHERLAWD HOTEL ° FIFTH AVENVE AT 597A STREET ¢ NEW VORK 
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American 


nd film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
distributing companies for the current quarterly period. Date of 


reviews as given in Vanity and the running time of prints are included.) 
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Bee ames C—Comedy; CD—Comedy-Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romasatic Drama; MU—Musical 
et ere yy 
EEK Rev. 
WOr in TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE TALENT R. T. 
_RELEASE Var. 
5/1 MAN WITH NINE LIVES (Cel) MOB. Karleff-R. Pryor-J. Sayrés 13 
4/ 12/ 40 a) 17. DR. KILDARE’S STRANGE CASE (M-G) RD _ UL. Ayres-L. Barrymere-L. Day 76 
5/8 COVERED WAGON TRAILS (Mono) w § 4J. Randall-S. Cairnes 52 
3/6 DR. CYCLOPS (Par) D_ A. Dekker-J. Logan-T. Coley i 
4/17 HI-YO SILVER (Rep) W  Hi-Yo Silver-L. Powell-L. Roberts 69 
3/20 VIVA CISCO KID (20th) RDC. Romero-J. Rogers-S. Fields 70 
3/13 HOUSE OF SEVEN GABLES (U) D M. Lindsay-G. Saunders-V. Price 87 
4/17 KING OF THE LUMBERJACKS (WB) M J. Payne-G. Dickson 58 
5/1 YOUNG BUFFALO BILL (Rep) W -=seORR. Reogers-G. Hayes-P. Moore 59 
4/19/40 I MARRIED ADVENTURE (Col) D Mrs. Osa Johnson 
COLORADO TRAILS (Mono) Ww “Tex Ritter 
1/24 ABE LINCOLN IN ILLINOIS (RKO) RD R. Massey-R. Gordon-M. Howard 110 
4/17 JOHNNY APOLLO (20th) RD iT. Power-D. Lamour-E. Arnold 94 
5/1 SAPS AT SEA (UA) CS. Laurel-O. Hardy 57 
4/24 ENEMY AGENT (U) D J. Cromwell-H. Vinson 61 
4/24 TILL WE MEET AGAIN (WB) RD M. Oberon-G. Brent 100 
5/1 IN OLD MISSOURI (Rep) RD Weaver Bros.-Elviry-J. Storey 67 
4/24 LIGHT OF WESTERN STARS (Par) W =sOV. ‘Jory-J. A. Sayers 63 
4/10 DARK COMMAND (Rep) Ww eC. Trevor-J. Wayne-W. Pidgeon 91 
£/26/40 5/1 DOCTOR TAKES A WIFE (Col) CD iL. Young-R. Milland-G, Patrick 83 
4/17 FORTY LITTLE MOTHERS (M-G) CDE. Cantor-R. Morgan-R. Johnson 87 
5/8 MYSTERIOUS MR. REEDER (Meno) MW. Fyffe-K. Walsh-L. Harding 61 
11/15 FRENCH WITHOUT TEARS (Par) Cc CE. Drew-R. Milland 67 
4/10 CURTAIN CALL (RKO) RD OB. Read-J. Archer-A. Mowbray 61 
5/8 COVERED WAGON DAYS (Rep) W > iR.. Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renalde 56 
3/6 SHOOTING HIGH (20th) DJ. Withers-G. Autry-M. Weaver 65 
5/8 AN ANGEL FROM TEXAS (WB) CC. Albert-R. Lane 69 
4/24 GRANDPA GOES TO TOWN (Rep) CD J. Gleason-L. Gleason-H. Davenport 66 
5/3 ‘40 BLOCK ‘K’ RIDES TONIGHT (Col) Ww Bill Elliot 
y 4/24 IRENE (RKO) MU As Neagle-R. Milland-R. Young 93 
3/29 SO THIS IS LONDON (20th) C_ R.«. Hare-A. Drayton-G. Sanders 80 
§/1 20 MULE TEAM (M-G) DW. Berry-L. Carrillo-M. Rambeau 82 
4/17 BUCK BENNY RIDES AGAIN (Par) CJ. Benny-Rochester-E. Drew 82 
5/15 TEAR GAS SQUAD (WB) M _COD~S:zT.« Moorgan-G. Dickson-J. Payne 55 
5/1 IF I HAD MY WAY iU) MU B. Crosby-G. Jean-E. Brendel . 93 
§/10 /40 5/8 OPENED BY MISTAKE (Par) CD C. Ruggles-J. Logan-R, Paige 65 
, 4/3 BEYOND TOMORROW (RKO) CD C. Winninger-C. A. Smith-B. Barnes 84 
6/12 THE CROOKED ROAD (Rep) M sOCC:.. Lowe-l. Hervey-H. Wilcoxon 
5/1 I WAS AN ADVENTURESS (20th) D Zorina-R. Greene-E. von Stroheim 80 
5/22 SKI PATROL (Uv) D L. Desti-P. Dorn-K. Adams a 64 
5/22 EDISON, THE MAN (M-G) DS. Tracy-R. Johnson-L, Overman 104 
5/15 GAUCHO SERENADE (Rep) WG. Autry-S. Burnette 66 
COWBOY FROM SUNDOWN (Meno) WT. Ritter-R. Ates-P. Haddon 
4/10 SATURDAY’S CHILDREN (WB) D_ dS. Garfield-A. Shirley 97 
5/17/40 6/12 BABIES FOR SALE (Col) CG. Ford-R. Hudson 65 
4/24 TWO GIRLS ON BROADWAY (M-G) CD. L. Turner-J. BlondeH-G. Murphy 72 
5/15 WATERLOO BRIDGE (M-G) D_ R. Taylor-V. Leigh-V. Field 163 
5/1 TYPHOON (Par) RD sOD=«. ~ Lamour-R, Preston-L. Overman 76 
5/1 MY FAVORITE WIFE (RKO) RD _ I. Dunne-C. Grant-R. Scott B88 
6/12 ON THEIR OWN (20th) CSS. Byington-K. Howell-G, Ernest 65° 
5/8 TURNABOUT (UA) D J. Hubbard-A. Menjou-C. Landis 81 
6/5 ISLAND OF DOOMED MEN (Col) M OP. Lorre-R. Hudson-C, Middleton 68 
KID FROM SANTA FE (Mono) W = Jack Randall-C. Curtis-“. Rochelle 
5/22 GANGS OF CHICAGO (Rep) ML. Nolan-L. Lane 66 
5/15 ALIAS THE DEACON (U0) C. B«. Burns-M. Auer-P. Moran 73 
5/15 FLIGHT ANGELS (WB) M _ Vz. Bruce-R. Bellamy-W. Morris 72 
5/24/40 TEXAS STAGECOACH (Col) w CC, Starrett-I. Meredith 
ON THE SPOT (Meno) M _séCFF.. Darro-M. Kornman 62 
4/10 THE BISCUIT EATER (Par) CD _sCO~BC. Lee-C.. Hickman-H. Millard 82 
5/29 YOU CAN’T FOOL YOUR WIFE (RKO) CD UL. Ball-J. Ellison-E, Dunn 65 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RANGERS (Rep) WR. Livingston-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 
5/22 LILLIAN RUSSELL (20th) RD A. Faye-D. Ameche-H, Fonda 127 
5/15 OUR TOWN (UA) D W. Holden-M. Scott-F. Bainter 90 
5/8 TORRID ZONE (WB) CD J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 87 
5/31/40 6/12 LONE WOLF MEETS LADY (Col) M OW. William-J. Muir-E, Blore 62 
5/29. THE PHANTOM RAIDERS (M-G) CD W. Pidgeon-F. Rice-J, Schildkraut 70 
5/22 THOSE WERE THE DAYS (Par) C W. Holden-E, Stone-B. Granville 70 
3/13 BILL OF DIVORCEMENT (RKO) D M., O’Hara-A. Menjeu-F. Bainter 70 
6/5 MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (20th) cD R. Sterling-V. Gilmore-J. Davis 71 
6/12 LA CONGA NIGHTS (U) CDH. Herbert-C. Moore-D. O’Keefe 60 
6/12 BAD MAN FROM RED BUTTE (U) Ww J. M. Brown-B. Baker-F, Knight 58 
MURDER IN THE AIR (WB) M_ Rz. Reagan-L. Lys 
6/7/40 PASSPORT TO ALCATRAZ (Col) M J. Holt-C. CallejoeM. Resenbloom 
6/5 SUSAN AND GOD (M-G) Cc J. Crawford-F. March-R, Hayworth 115 
5/22 HIDDEN GOLD (Par) Ww OW. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
WAGONS WESTWARD (Rep) WC. Morris-A. Louise-B, Jones 
4/24. SAINY TAKES OVER (RKO) M G. Sanders-W. Barrie 68 
6/5 EARTHBOUND (20th) DW. Baxter-A. Leeds-L. Bari 67 
NO EXIT (U) D W. Ferd-K. Adams 
5/29 BROTHER ORCHID (WB) CD £E. G. RebinsonA. Sothern 88 
6/14/40 GIRLS OF THE ROAD (Col) D A. Dvorak-L. Lane-H, Mack 
6/12 THE MORTAL STORM (M-G) M M. Sullavan-J. Stewart-F. Morgan 100 
5/22 SAFARI (Par) RD M. Carroll-D. Fairbanks, Jr. 82 
GRAND OLD OPRY (Rep) C Weaver Bros.-Elviry-L. Ranson 
CARSON CITY KID (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes-B. Steele 
TOM BROWN’S SCHOOL DAYS (RKO) D J. Lydon-F. Bartholomew 
5/29 FOUR SONS (20th) D D. Ameche-M. B. Hughes-A. Curtis 88 
5/22 SANDY IS A LADY (U) D Baby Sandy-M. Auer-N. Grey 62 
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE (WB) M R. Pryor-L. Fairbanks 
PRAIRIE LAW (RKO) . WG. O’Brien-V. Vale-D. Hogan 
6/21/40 THE CAPTAIN IS A LADY (M-G) CDV. Grey-B. Burke-C. Coburn 
: QUEEN OF THE YUKON (Mono) D No cast 
6/12 THE GHOST BREAKERS (Par) Cc B. Hope-P. Goddard-R. Carlson 83 
THOUSAND DOLLAR MARRIAGE (RKO) C L. Err0l-D. O’Keefe-A, Pearce 
5/8 CHAN’S MURDER CRUISE (20th) M sséSS.«. Toler-M. Weaver-L. Atwill y?) 
I CAN’T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY (U) D_ J. Deowns-P. Moran-B. Crawford 
GAMBLING ON HIGH SEAS (WB) DW. Merris-J. Wyman 
6/28/40 BLONDIE BEWARE (Col) COP. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 
RETURN OF WILD BILL (Col) W_ssAB. Elliott-1. Meredith-L. Walters 
NEW MOON (M-G) MU _ J. MacDonald-N. Eddy-M. Boland 
QUEEN OF THE MOB (Par) M_ R. Bellamy-W. Henry-J. Cagney 
ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS (RKO) D_ A. Shirley-J. Ellison-P. Knowles 
5/29 LUCKY CISCO KID (20th) RD C.Romero-M. B. Hughes-E. Venable 67 
6/12 ALL THIS AND HEAVEN, TOO (WB) RD _B. Davis-C. Boyer-J. Lynn 140 
7/5/40 OUT WEST WITH PEPPERS (Col) CE. Fellowes-D. Peterson 
ar GOLDEN TRAIL (Mono) WT. Ritter-I. Guest 
5/29 WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D_ A. Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry 82 
DR. CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D. Lovett 
SAILOR’S LADY (20th) CD ON« Kelly-J. Hall-J. Davis 
6/12 PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) CDH. Herbert-N, Kelly-R. Young 15 
7/12/4 “ONE CAME HOME (M-G) D_sLz. Stone-R. Young-W. Gargan 
/12/40 KID REPORTERS (Meno) Mi MM. Sente-3. Moran” 
STAGE COACH WAR (Par) W i W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 
MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M Lz. Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale 
GIRL IN 313 (20th) RD F. Rice-K. Taylor-J. Valerie 56 
BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M_ Rz. Arilen-A. Devine 
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Continued 


lems, the Government wants to get 
rid of its suit against the picture in- 
dustry. The mere fact that, after the 
trial of the U. S. suit had progressed 
four days, the Dept. of Justice 
seemed to favor negotiations on a 
settlement, agreeing in principle so 
far as divorcement is concerned, is 
accepted by some film executives as 
a theoretical victory. Distributors 
had appealed to Washington only 
four days prior to the start of the 
trial June 3, without making any 
apparent headway. Group which 
went to D. C. on Decoration Day 
(30) included Nick Schenck, George 
J. Schaefer and Joe Hazen of Warner 
Bros. 

Arnold, assistant attorney general 
in charge of trust-busting, is believed 
to favor the Dept. of Commerce trade 
code as a basis for reforms in settle- 
ment of the Government suit, but 
doubted, in high counselor circles, 
that he is going to offer proposals that 
will be immediately favorable. Point- 
ed out that up to now he has been 
too unyielding to indicate the oppo- 
site. 

Meantime, it was pointed out by 
counsel of authority that the pro- 
ducer-distributors are not making 
any proposals to the D. of J., but ‘if 
they come forward with some plan 
and ask us if it will work, we will 
talk it out with them.’ Referred to 
was the fact that the film business 
sat down and worked out a trade 
practices code which the majority of 
exhibitors expressed themselves as 
liking, but that the Dept. of Justice 
blotted iteout. Gist of the attitude 
now is that ‘we’ll listen to their pro- 
posals.’ It is feared that the discus- 
sions which stem from today’s (Wed.) 
meeting, at which a rough draft of 
tentative plans embracing a consent 
decree may be submitted, will take 
all summer before all kinks are 
ironed out, modifications made, etc., 
the same ag the industry's own trade 





pratice code which was over a year | 


in the making. 

Best features of that code, and of 
the Dept. of Commerce recommenda- 
tions a little more than a month ago, 
are expected to figure. Upshot of 


parleys may be that the industry will 


be asked to frame another code with 
certain restrictions, again with ex- 
hibitor committee figuring in addi- 
tion to the Government. 

William F. Rodgers, general sales 
manager of Metro, who was chairman 
of the. distributor committee on the 
code, might be drafted for the fram- 
ing of another trade practices plan, 
but states that so far he has no idea 
what might happen. He hasn’t been 
eonsulted pending today’s initial 
peace proposals and cannot predict 
whether last year’s code and arbitra- 
tion may form a basis for future 
planning. 

With some differences, the code 
embraced a portion of the recom- 
mendations made by the Department 
of Justice, plus a much more elab- 
orate arbitration system. 


Group Selling in Blocks 
Of Five Pix at a Time 


Important proposals, under the 
Commerce Dept. plan, which were 
not part of the code, deal with elim- 
ination of blind selling, requiring 
trade showings of all films after 
completion, and the selling of pic- 
tures in blocks of five at a time. 

While selling film in groups of 
five may work out satisfactorily from 
a distributor’s point of view, the ma- 
jor objection, as pointed out, is that 
costs of selling would be multiplied 
10 times under this form of selling. 
Based on a program of 50 pictures, 
such a plan would mean that the en- 
tire country would have to be sold 
completely 10 different times. 

Rodgers takes the view that the 
majority of customers would prob- 
ably want to buy more than five at 
a time, taking 10 or 15 at a clip, 
providing the pictures are completed. 
Whether or not the language of the 
clause to cover would prevent this 
or not because the _ distributor 
‘shall not offer more than five at a 
time,’ is another question. ; 

‘That’s a bridge we'll have to cross 
when we come to it, if we do,’ an- 
other distributor higher-up stated in 





Connolly Services 


Cincinnati, June 11. 
Funeral services for Walter Con- 
nolly, stage and screen actor. who 
died May 28 from apoplexy at his 


‘home in Beverly Hills, will be held 


Wednesday (12) morning in St. 
Xavier Church. A native of Cincin- 
nati, Connolly was an alumnus of 
Xavier University. 

His widow (Nedda Harrington) 
and their daughter accompanied the 
remains here, 


May Embrace Self-Reg 
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the absence of any advices from 
Washington as to what the Govern. 
ment may propose. 

Blind selling and trade showings 
of all product is another angle that 
must be left to the future. In the 
D. of C. recommendations, it was 
provided that no picture shall be of. 
fered for lease until such a showing 
had been held in the exchange zone 
in which the public exhibition is to 
be held. 


No Divorcement, But 
How About Poolings? 


While the agreement, in principle, 
looking to a consent decree Carries 
the understanding that there is to 
be no divorcement, numerous possi« 
bilities bearing on the operation of 
theatres by distributing companies 
loom. It is believed not unlikely 
that the Government would extract 
an agreement that the majors do not 
extend their theatre holdings and, 
possibly, a condition of retaining 
present properties may be a demand 
that all existing pools be dissolved, 

It is estimated that about 150 thee 
atres are involved in pooling ar- 
rangements. These include not only 
major theatres but also independents 
who are pooled in various situations 
with the producer-controlled chains, 
Indies also pool among themselves 
but these, of course, are in no way 
affected. An interesting point raised 
by a theatre spokesman is the fact 
that certain indies are pooled with 
major chains for their own (indies’) 
welfare and protection. Thus, 
| breaking up such pools would work 
a hardship on those independents, 

And Theatre Improvements? 

In connection with retention of 
their theatre interests, majors may 
|propound other questions in the 
| event of restrictions, such as what is 
; to happen when a theatre becomes 
obsolete and what is to be done when 
a lease on a theatre expires and 
terms for renewal, possibly, are too 
steep? May these houses be replaced 
and also when population centers 
shift, is a major going to be free to 
| give up in one section of town and 
move t# another with the trade? 

The Dept. of Commerce is re- 
ported to have studied the industry’s 
own trade practice code which went 
into the discard. While opinion has 
varied as to the arbitration mae 
chinery which was proposed under 
that code, not compulsory because no 
exhibitor was forced to sign it, the 
proposals were believed to be the 
best obtainable at the time, except 
| for the one important defect which 
precluded arbitration against the exe 
| hib who hadn't signed it. A come 
| plaint lodged against him thus meant 
| nothing. D. of C. arbitration pro- 
| posals are assumedly compulsory and 
| would mean recourse to relief for 
| one exhib against another, as well 
| as against distributors or vice versa, 
| Plan of the D. of C. calls for a 
|panel of approximately 10 arbitra- 
‘tors for each exchange district, with 
|each side having a right to designate 

an arbiter who will sit in on the 
|case with a neutral member. An 
| appeals board is called for, cone 
sisting of three men appointed by 
| the court. Costs of arbitration, 
|}under the D. of C. proposals, are 
|to be awarded against either party 
| @r apportioned among the parties, as 
| deemed proper. Also, the arbitrator 
|may provide a penalty in the form 
of liquidated damages for failure to 
| abide by the award. Cost of the ar- 
| bitration machinery itself would be 
met out of a fund made up of a 
small percentage of gross receipts 
'of the distributor and a nominal 
sum, such as 5 or 10c per. picture 
leased, to be paid by the exhibitor. 


Other Provisos on Sales 


| Other features of the D. of Cc. 
plan include sales negotiations on 
| pictures within the exchange zone 
| where they are to be shown; can- 
\‘cellation of pictures on racial, moral 
| and religious grounds; availability 
'of pictures on some run (not mean- 
|ing a particular run but a run at 
| some time); no score charges; and 
/no forcing of shorts, newsreels or 


| trailers. 











Exhibitor associations are @X-~ 
| pected to come into the picture on 
|@ consent decree and very likely 
| will insist upon being taken into 
| consideration. : 

Ed Kuykendall, president of the 
| Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America, makes the following state- 
ment in this connection: 

‘Exhibitor interests should pare 
ticipate in any consent decree. 
MPTOA insists it should involve 
principles of the recent trade code 
and reasonable cancellations with- 
jOut strings attached. Arbitration ie 
essential.’ 
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tain ownership of theatres, but of the trial to today (Wed.) he re- 
under certain specific restrictions.; marked to Stephen Doyle, special 
Pooling agreements between com- | assistant to the attorney general who 
panies will be prohibited, and the asked for the adjournment, ‘As I 
rights of independently owned com-! have indicated in informal confer- 
peting theatres will be protected | ences with both parties, it may not 
through the agency of local arbitra-/| be possible to agree on a decree, 
tion boards which will be em- | but every effort should be made to 
powered by the court to pass Nn’ do so, nevertheless.’ Doyle had re- 
complaints embracing a large range quested the adjournment stating that 


ment that the film companies may re- | when after granting a postponement 
| 


of trade practices including film! 4 consent decree was under discus- 


buying, clearances and competitive | 
actions. 


Separate Settlements 
With Col., U and UA 


It is anticipated that the decree ' 
itself will name only the five major 
companies which own theatres, thus 
the attorneys are confronted by the 
necessity of dealing separately with 
Columbia, Universal and United Art- 
ists, who presently are among the 
defendants. The theatre owning) 
group consists of Paramount, Metro, | 
RKO, Warners and 20th Century- | 
Fox. 

Although not official, the im-| 
portant provisions of the decree are | 
stated to include the following | 
points: | 

1, Blockbooking and blind selling, | 
as currently practiced in theeindus- | 
try, will be superseded by an agree- | 
ment to widen and liberalize the! 
cancellation privileges of theatre. 
operators. 

2. Uniform privilege of cancella- 
tion of any film to which there is 
community objection. This provision 
will embrace certain features of the | 
pending Neely bill, and upon sign 
ing of the consent decree the ad-,| 
ministration will shelve the Neely | 
measure. | 

3. Government will waive its in- 
junction application by which it 
seeks to divorce production and dis- 
tribution from theatre ownership 
and operation. Companies may re- 
tain their theatre interests, but every 
question remotely concerned with 
competitive operations between. af- 
filiated houses and independently op- 
erated theatres will be subject to 
arbitration under supervision of the 
court. Included herein are restric- 
tions of circuit extensions (the likely 
basis of a subsequent settlement of 
the Government’s actions against the 
Schine circuit) either: by construc- 
tion of new houses or acquisition of 
leases when such extensions: create 
a change in current competitive sit- 
uations. 

4. Nationwide system of arbitra- 
tion which will be established and 
maintained by the industry under 
court supervision. Although admin- 
istered territorially, there will be a 
ceatral board of appeals consisting of | 
three members who will pass on cer- 
tain types of local decisions. 

5. With modifications in some par- | 
ticulars, the balance of the decree | 
will be drafted from the revised | 
proposals of settlement of the suit) 
which was submitted to the Justice | 
Dept. by the Department of Com- | 
merce, following conferences with | 
film officials last winter. | 


Effective as to Its Sales | 
Aspects Probably Sept. 1 


There are various opinions among | 
attorneys as to when the terms of 
the consent decree may become ef- | 
fective. Industry is presently in the | 
yearly cycle of initiating film selling | 
for the 12-month period starting on | 
Sept. 1, next. The Government side | 
is eager that the terms become op- | 





‘ 








erative as quickly as possible in ore 


der to relieve the Justice Dept. from 
the pressure of independent theatre 
complaints which have mounted | 
constantly since the start of the anti- 
trust action. It is believed prac- | 
tical that such portions of the con-| 
sent decree as pertain to film distri- | 
bution and competitive exhibitor | 
practices may become effective on 
Sept. 1, whereas the more compli- | 
cated features of the suit, with re-| 
spect to theatre circuit ownerships, | 
may be put into effect at a later date. | 
There is legal precedent for such a 
contingency. 
Not Likely Before July 1 

First knowledge of settlement 
talks came about dramatically Fri- 
day (7), when the trial was abruptly 
halted at the request of John F. 
Clagett, special assistant to the at- 
torney general, for ‘purpose of agree- 
ing on stipulations and other matters.’ 
By the end of the day, consent de- | 
cree rumors had spread all over 
Broadway. Because of the factual 
and legal difficulties to be overcome, 
no decree is likely to be agreed on, 
written, and presented for court ap- 
proval before July 1. 

Judge Goddard himself indicated, 
however, that nothing could be con- 
sidered certain in the discussions 








sion. 

Later on, Goddard admitted that 
he would probably aid both sides in 
the details, which he expected to 
last from a fortnight to a month. 
The judge indicated that he wouM 
brook no unnecessary delay, and 
should negotiations reach an impasse, 
the trial would proceed. 

In the meantime, the Department 
of Justice, taking no chances, has 
issued subpoenas to several wit- 
nesses, calling on them to appear 
and testify on Monday, (17). Those 
summoned are John J. Gain, with all 
documents relative to the Carman 
theatre, Philadelphia, and Masland, 
Ferrnon & Anderson, Samuel K. 
Phillips & Co., Marvin & Co., and 
Jones, Miller & Co., of Philadelphia, 
with reference to the same theatre. 
AlsoGeorge Wharton Pepper, former 
U.S. Senator, and now Warner Bros. 
counsel in Pennsylvania, who _ is 
asked to appear in reference to the 
Great Northern, Rivoli, Tioga, Tower, 
Roosevelt, Keystone, State, and 
Nixon theatres, Philadelphia. 


Thursday Session 

The thunder of Judge Joseph 
Proskauer’s defense address at the 
opening session was stolen at the end 
of the day on Thursday (6) when 
Judge Goddard denied the applica- 
tion made by Louis Frohlich to dis- 
miss the suit as against Columbia. 

Republic was cited as an example 
of an independent which has made 
money in the cheaper picture field 
and the examples of Mervin LeRoy 
and David O. Selznick were shown 
as men who left their father-in-laws 
to become successful by themselves, 
because they could not get enough 
financing where they were. 

Davis’ Wed. Good Humor 

John W. Davis picked up the de- 
fense Wednesday (5), and started a 
one-hour speech in praise of his 
predecessor, Thacher. 

Davis’s soliloquy was full of dry 
humor, and while some facts de- 
veloped were necessarily repetitions, 
no one was bored. 

Davis outlined the history of 
Loew's, acquisition of Metro and 
‘its terrible pictures’ in 1920, the sex 
appeal of Valentino, the joining of 
Louis B. Mayer and Samuel Goldwyn 
to form Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corp. 
Davis then stated softly ‘you can ex- 
tort an admission from blushing of- 
ficers of Loew’s, if you try, that the 
company makes the best pictures in 
the world.’ In 1924 the average cost 
per film was $146,000, he said, com- 
pared to $865,000 in 1939. Naturally 
making the best films, he added, ex- 
hibitors want to play them, and as 
a result Loew’s films appear in the 
best houses. 

Blasts Arnold 


Savagelv attacking Arnold, Davis 
declared that he gathered two fac- 
tors from Arnold’s statements. The 
first was that the Sherman act is a 
benevolent institution, and secondly 
that the act had been dormant for 50 
years until Arnold, a ‘knight in flam- 
ing armor,’ had galloped to the res- 
cue and awakened it. ‘Such state- 
ments pain me,’ moaned Davis dra- 
matically, ‘as I see at the defense 
counsel with me, Col. William J. 
Donovan, who formerly held Arn- 
old's position, and such attacks on 
him hurt me.’ 

Ralph E. Harris, representing 
20th-Fox, then took up the cudgels 
for his company. He also traced the 
course of the company’s affairs, be- 
sinning with 1915 when William Fox 
formed the company after 10 years 
of struggle in the business, and car- 
ried it to date. The theatre expan- 
sion program of the Fox Film Corp., 
from 1922 until Dec. 25, 1929, was 
gone into at great length and ex- 


| plained as the ambition of one man, 


William Fox, for power. Dramati- 
cally Harris shouted that Fox, an 
unknown clothier in 1904, rose to 
the position of the most powerful 
man in the film industry in 1929 
under the American system ‘which 
I hope will always be preserved.’ 
Harris Started Something 
Quite a scramble arose when Har- 
ris touched on Fox Film Corp.'s ac- 
quisition of 660,000 shares of Loew’s 
in 1929 for $75,000,000. Judge God- 
dard, not understanding, declared he 
thought the companies had no con- 





NEIGHBORS COMPLAIN | 


ABOUT FREE FILMS 
| 
Monroe, Mich., June 11. | 
Temporary injunction was issue. 
Saturday (8) by Circuit Judge Clay- | 
ton Golden at Monroe, Mich., to} 
restrain Mr. and Mrs. Harold Befry, | 
Toledo, from showing outdoor mo-! 
tion pictures in nearby Temperance, | 
Mich. The complaint was filed by | 
Edmond Vance, Ernest J. Newcombe, 
Bernard Moon and George C. Wood, 
representing a number of residents, 
who alleged the motion picture ex- 
hibits created a nuisance and dis- 
turbed their sleep. 

In addition, they declared the 
crowds attracted by the free films 
trampled their lawns and flower 
beds. 


WAR’S EFFECT: 
ON THEATRE 
SEATS 








Charlie Burton, maintenance head 
of Paramount, has been notified that 
orders for seat coverings had better 
be rushed because of war restric- 
tions. 

Advice to him was that the textile 
industry has been notified by the 
Government that it (the U. S.) will 
have first call on textile output. 





nection, from what Davis had 
stated. The entire defense table was 
on its feet to a man explaining at 
the same time how the deal had 
fallen through. Harris spent several 
extra minutes on this subject to 
prove the present lack of connection 
between the companies. The depres- 
sion and Fox Film Corp.’s bank- 
ruptcy were described, as was the 
bankruptcy of Fox Theatres Corp., 
which went into equity receivership, 
$35,000,000 in the red, and never 
emerged. The employment of Sid- 
ney Kent and Darryl Zanuck, and 
the formation of the present 20th 
Century-Fox Film Corp., were all 
explained. It was declared that Na- 
tional Theatres Corp. was a separate 
entity and that 20th-Fox actually 
owned only one theatre, the Roxy, 
in N.Y. 


Stresses Govt.’s Right 
Same as Private Litigant’s 


‘In this, as in any other litigation 
in which the U. S. is involved, the 
Government is entitled to the same 
consideration, and no more, than a 
private litigant,’ Harris stressed. The 
producer who advances the claim 
that he cannot secure exhibition of 
his product in first-run metropoli- 
tan theatres, will be shown to be 
the man who cannot produce a pic- 
ture which merits exhibition there.’ 


When Harris had concluded, Col. 
Donovan rose to declare that the 
attorneys preceding him had so well 
taken care of what he had to say, 
that he would not speak. Jerome 
Strumpf, representing KAO, fol- 
lowed suit, after telling the court 
that KAO, while an RKO subsidiary, 
was an entire separate unit. 

Louis Frohlich then spoke for Co- 
lumbia, the first of the defendants 
with no theatres. He listed the his- 
tory of the company from its start 








in 1924, and aroused gales of laugh- 
ter when he told of how Columbia | 
borrowed money from ‘Goddard & 
Co., here in N. Y., reputable bank- | 
ers—that does not disqualify you! 
your honor.’ (There is no connec- | 
tion between the financiers and the 
judge other than the name). 


Later Judge Goddard, somewhat | 
puzzled, turned to Williams, Govern- | 
ment prosecutor, and asked, ‘Do you | 
want producers to have no right to| 
present their own films in theatres 
of their own?’ Williams hastened to | 
explain that the Government's view | 
was that ‘the very best would be, | 
for a producer to have just those 
theatres in which he can exhibit | 
nothing but his own pictures. The 
minute he takes other product he 
creates a monopoly. It is the sys- | 
tematic exchange of product be- 
tween the producers, before others | 
can get to them, that creates the | 
monopoly because they go into com- | 
petition with their own customers 
and set up a preferential system, | 
and this spells inequality of oppor- 
tunity in violation of the Sherman |; 
law.’ Goddard was satisfied with) 
this explanation, and Edward F.| 
Raftery then spoke first for Univer- | 
sal, and then for United Artists. | 

















PARAMOUNT STAGE SHOW 


Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, that inimitable 
pair, whose dance with tongue in cheek 
and twinkle in the eye, head the stage show 
at the Paramount Theatre this week... . 
There is little to be said about the Ebsens 
that has not been said before. Let it suffice 
that their fifteen-minute stint is the liveliest 
portion of the program... called back for 
several encores. A. S. G. 


New York HERALD TRIBUNE, June 6, 1940 


Direction:——-WALTER BATCHELOR 
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Berkson’s Sales Swing with Old GN 
Pix: Other Theatre-Exchange News 





_— 


J. M. Berkson, v.p. and sales man- 
eger of Mohawk Pictures, formed 
recently to take over the films of 
bankrupt Grand National, left last 
week on a round of exchanges in the 
east and midwest to dispose of the 

roduct. Sale of the films prior to 

une 1 was impossible because of 
necessity of clearing titles. ; 

Berkson’s partner in Mohawk is 
B. A. Mills. Pair were Republic 
franchise holders in Albany and 
Buffalo until Rep took over the ex- 
changes itself. Following the de- 

arture from Rep, Berkson and 
Mills formed Screencraft Pictures to 
distribute 18 films acquired from 
Puritan Pictures, later establishing 
Mohawk to get the G-" product. 


Tony Williams Jumping Off 
Tony Williams, district manager 
of Warner Bros. theatres in Essex 
county, N. J., was bachelor-dinnered 
last week on his impending mar- 
riage to Sue Mutnick, secretary to 
Don Jacocks, WB zone manager. 
About 200 theatre execs, including 
Joe Bernhard, WB topper, were at 
the shindig at the Newark Athletic 
Club. They presented him with a 
pair of round-trip train tickets to 
the Coast. 


Mrs, Jack Adds Another 
Jacksboro, Texas, June 11. 

Mrs. Trixana Jack has purchased 
and now operating the new Palace 
here. House, recently built by Hollis 
Boren of Memphis, opened by him 
with Roy Di Vinney as house man- 
ager, and was operated by the latter 
until the sale of the house to Mrs. 
Jack. 

Mrs. Jack {is the mother of Fred 
Jack, Warner Bros. southern division 
manager, and of Jo Jack, of Film 
Forwarding Agency. She has been 
active in operating theatres through- 
out the state, her last house being in 
Texarkana. 








Another PoSter Merger 
Buffalo, June 11. 

Economy Poster Exchange, oper- 
ated by Frank Wyckoff and Jack 
Goldstein for the past eight years, 
taken over by Advertising Accesso- 
ries, Inc. Goldstein and Wyckoff 
continue with new company. 

The Empress, Rochester, closed 
Wednesday and Thursday nights 
during the summer. 

Cataract, Niagara Falls (Hayman), 
will close June 21 for the summer. 

Liberty, Syracuse, taken over and 
now being operated by Samuel 
Weltman. 

Jacob Lavene of the Academy and 


former chief barker of the local 
Variety Club, who has been ill at 
his home for the past four months, 
now in the Buffalo Ceneral Hospi- 
tal 


Embassy, Rochester, changing 
policy from burlesque to straight 
pictures. 


Frank Peters plans to open the 
refurbished Majestic, Hornell, N. Y., 
Aug. 15. ; 

Bernstein Bros., Ithaca exhibitors, 
opening deluxe bowling alleys in 
Binghamton and Utica. 

Ritz, Sherman, N. Y., operated for 
the past five years by Otto Gratzer, 
sold to F. M, Stanley, E. Brady, Pa., 
who took possession June 1. 


Jenkins-Hackel Deal 
Los Angeles, June 11, 
John Jenkins, operator of ex- 
changes in Dallas and Atlanta, closed 
a deal with A. W. Hackel for the 
distribution of eight Bob Steele 








| westerns and four all-Negro features 
for 13 southern states. 
Leon Glasser; former operator of 


;the Lux here, bought the 600-seat 


| Bell theatre, at Bell, from Mrs, Lor- 
jraine Valuskis, 





Bethell Now an Exhib 
Philadelphia, June 11. 

Bill Bethell, of local Columbia 
sales, resigned to take over opera- 
tion of the Colonnade, Millersburg. 
Bethell replaced by Joe Schaeffer, 
Columbia rep in Harrisburg terri- 
tory; Schaeffer’s place taken by Joe 
Engel, former Universal salesman in 
Albany. 

Si Meyers, formerly of the Cri- 
terion, Moorestown, N. J., taken over 
the Garden, Trenton. 

Morris Fishman resigned as man- 
ager of Capitol, Reading, to join 
Masterpiece Films local sales force. 

- Elmer Hollander, Stanton, won a 


prize in Warner Bros. annual man- 
agers week competition. His feat 
was boosting the gross during the re- 
cent showing of ‘1,000,000 B. C.’ 

E. M. Smith, Jr., takes over opera- 
try of the Milton theatre, Milton, 

el. 
Allen Goodkin, assistant of the 
Aldine, which closed Saturday (8), 
becomes charge d'affaires at the S-W 
Astor, when it reopens next week. 


city’s first low-cost housing project, 
now nearing completion, will close 
for the summer. 

Perry Hoffman, who operated the 
Hollywood, Mt. Carmel, Pa., will take 
over Island Park, near Sunbury. 

Mary Burns, chief inspectress at 
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GONE WITH 
HE WIND 


GWT W will not be shown except 
at advanced prices, at least until ‘41 
For Reservations Cail Cl 6-4642 
Air-Conditioned 


ASTOR St 


43th St. 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 








Air-Conditioned 


HELD OVER ! 


2d BIG WEEK 


Broadway Slot Street 


‘SPENCER TRACY 


in Clarence Brown’s Production of 


“EDISON THE MAN” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





Starts Thurs. 
June (3th 
Clark Gable 
Joan Crawford 
“STRANGE 
CARGO” 
in Person 
HORACE HEIDT 

In Person and H 


is 
BIG Musical Knights 
STAGE SHOW Others 


Last Times Wed. 
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SECOND WEEK! 


| EDW. G. ROBINSON 
“BROTHER ORCHID” 


A New Warner Bros, Success 
In Person 


JIMMY DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


STRAN To 12 Noon 


Mon. to Fri. 


Broadway 
and 4%th St. 





free week at Atlantic City as first} 


The Lorraine, in the heart of the} 


Clark Film Distributors, skedded to 
wed Aug. 1. 

Willam D. Beck’s Midway, East 
Mauch Chunk, is being transformed 
from a 16 min. house to a regular 35 
mm. filmer. ' 

Bob DeFino, former chief of serv- 
ice at the Boyd, replaced Harold 
Brason as assistant manager of the 
Earle. ‘Latter upped to managership 

f S-W Lindley. f 

y Al Zimbalist back at his desk in 
S-W exploitation office after tussling 
with grippe. 


Shanahan‘s Promotion 
Lincoln, Neb., June 11. 

Jerry Shanahan upped to assistant 
manager ag A Stuart, assisting 

arvey Traylor here. | . 
— Livingston, Capitol exhib, 
built new foyer and re-rugged his 

nd-runner. 
me W. Weiss, from Montana, bought 
the Valley, in Valley, Neb., from 
C. E. Byars, remodelled it and re- 
opened it as the Gem. 

George O. Monroe, whose Empress, 
Kearney, Neb., is about done, plans 
to open by July 1. Old Empress 
burned to the ground, a total loss, 
last winter. 





$20,000 Fire Loss 


Menomonee Falls, Wis., June 11. 

While 350 children stor? outside 
the Falls theatre here waiting for 
the doors to open for a special mati- 


on Wednesday (5) they saw smoke 
billow from the window of the pro- 
jection room, then called Ray E. 
Zahn, the manager, from his home 
across the street. Fire departments 
were summoned from three sur- 
rounding towns to aid the local 
smoke eaters, but the best they 
could do was to save adjoining 
| buildings, and the Falls theatre was 
completely gutted, causing a loss of 





| Defective wiring 
‘have caused the fire. 


is believed to 





Grand, St. Loo, Closes 


St. Louis, June 11. 
The Grand, downtown, operating 
“on a combo talker-burlesk policy 
for the past several weeks, has shut- 
tered for six weeks while air-condi- 
tioning is installed. Attempt to op- 
erate while alterations were being 
made proved impractical, according 
to Sam Reider, resident manager for 
the Wolverine Amus. Co., Detroit, 
which opened the house last fall. 
When the regular season closed, 
the house cut its stage shows to 90 
mins. and filled in the balance of the 
program with flickers. The other 
burJesk house, Garrick, on the Hirst 
Circuit, is skedded to relight in 
August. 








Luckie-Interstate’s Pool 
Houston, June 11. 
The University, suburban house in 
West University place, built several 


sold to Hugo Plath, has been taken 
over again by Luckie. In his deal 
Luckie has partnership agreement 
with Interstate. 

The Navaway, nabe, opened last 
November by W. V. Ratcliff, sold last 
week to Ben C. McKinney, manager, 
and B. C, Gibson, United Artists film 
man, to whom it had been leased 
since it had been opened. Complete- 
ly air-conditioned, seats 700 persons. 
Purchase price reported at $30,000. 





Conhaim to Albany 
Albany, N. Y., June 11. 

Mel Conhaim is new manager of 
the Ritz, Warner Bros. first-run 
downtown theatre here. He comes 
from circuit’s Regent, Elmira, to suc- 
ceed Robert M. Rosenthal, resigned. 
Rosenthal, who was at the Stanley, 
Utica; Madison and Strand, Albany, 
prior to assuming management of 
the Ritz in 1956, accepted a position 
with an industrial company in Chi- 
cago. He left for that city last week 
with his bride of a few months. 

Irv Rosenstock is now assistant 
manager at Ritz, shifted from the Al- 
bany, also downtown but a subse- 
quent run spot. 








$600 Holdup 
; Denver, June 11. 
After gagging and binding four 
theatre employees, including Chet E. 
Miller, manager, a thug robbed the 


escaped with $600. The holdup was 


later in the day in a nearby town. 
J. B. Melton, owner of the two Vic- 





‘his Florida plantation, taken the 
| houses out of the operating arrange- 
|} ment with Westland Theatres, and 
will operate himself. 


| three houses and will also close more 
| unless business improves. Those 
closed indefinitely are the Oto, 
Scottsbluff, Neb.; Riviera, Gering, 
|Neb., and the Burro Alley, Santa 
Fe, N. M. 

Charles Gilmour, president 
Gibralter Enterprises, who has been 











YOUNG PAYS OFF 
Los Angeles, June 11, 

Harold Young, director at Uni- 
versal, paid the Earl Kramer agency 
$1,000 to settle its suit for $5,100 in 
commissions, 

Seven-year managerial pact was 
dissolved by the action, 





spent some time in the Scripps Me- 
morial hospital at La Jolla, taking 
treatment, is expected home soon. 
Henry LeClair of the State has 
gone to New Mexico, where he will 
have charge of advertising and ex- 
ploitation of the Gibralter theatres 
in Clayton and Springer. 
_ Tommy Tompkins, Colorado 
j Springs theatre man, returned from 
\3 five-week vacation at Mineral 
Wells, Tex. 





nee showing of a locally made pic- 
ture, ‘Menomonee Falls on Parade’ | 


years ago by D. F. Luckie and later | 


safe of the Fox, Sterling, Col., and | 


captured and the money recovered | 


tory theatres here, has returned from ' 


Gibralter Enterprises has closed, 


of ; 


on vacation in California, where he | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





trict sales manager. 
from GN after that outfit brodied. 





Pittsburgh being recognized in the trade these days as a real stepping 
stone to advancement, film moguls apparently feeling that clicking in 
Smoky City is a real test. That fact was emphasized again last week by 
promotion of Jules Lapidus, U branch head in Pittsburgh, to eastern dis. 
Lapidus joined U less than a year ago, going over 


In last few years, gang of Pittsburgh 


Film Rowers has jumped into important sales spots. Bert Stearn stepped 
from UA office into a district managership; John J, Maloney dittoed with 
Metro and Harry Goldstein with Par. 
WB exchange post into a top position with company, after a brief detour 
into the theatre department for practical booking and exhibition experi- 
' ence, and Harry Michalson went from Pitt film row to RKO shorts sales 


Ben Kalmenson also went from a 


top. Roy Haines was likewise once an exchange chief there. 


In the theatre end, same ratio also 


holds. M. J. Cullen, manager of Loew's 


| Penn, was awarded a district with Loew’s and his successor, Charlie Kurtz- 


later. 


° 
Only the faintest hope that Santa 


ington. Not only is there no money 





ployed in the coming fiscal year. 


| man, followed him into a Loew district managership less than two years 





Claus will save them remains for the 


bosses and employees of the Federal Government’s much-shifted film and 
radio efiterprises now under the wing of the Office of Education in Wash- 


for them, but the 1941 relief bill now 


on its way through the House of Representatives—the last chance to re- 
plenish coffers that will be empty on June 30—contains two specific pro- 
hibitions against diverting any of the $975,650,000 designed for the unem- 


| Ban on these New Deal creations—which have been living on borrowed 


| time for the last year—seems likely to stay in the legislation. 
attempt probably will be made to rewrite the bill in the Senate, it’s gloomy 


around the Office of Education and 
jobs by July 1. 


Artists lot in 14 years. 





most of the backlot for Amsterdam 


Although 


the payrollers already are looking for 





Production washup of Walter Wanger’s ‘Foreign Correspondent’ revealed 
more extras and technicians used on the picture than any other on United 
Payroll at one time carried 600 technicians, while 
five of the studio’s eight sound stages were used for 78 interior sets and 


exteriors. 


One sequence near the finale is less than half a reel in lengih and cost 


$167,400. It required 12 days to film. Alfred Hitchcock directed. 











‘from 10 to 12 weeks. Business fell 
off and when we restored double 
features it picked up again.’ 

Even in Niagara Falls 

Hark to George H. MacKenna, 
, manager of two houses in Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., and one in Buffalo: 
| ‘Doubles seem to be definitely de- 
| sired. We have frequently had the 
|experience of running a single for 
/a week following several weeks of 
duals. People come to the boxoffice 
|and upon finding there is only one 
feature leave without purchasing a 
ticket.’ 

And W. G. Carmichael, manager 
of the Bibb, Macon, Ga.: ‘Duals are 
| vital to our business, Whenever we 
have pictures excluded from double 
featuring we have complaints.’ 

Bob Livingston, operator of the 
Capitol, Lincoln, Neb., moans: “The 
neighbors may bellyache against 
| duals, but as long as there is a dou- 
| ble bill in town they'll give that 








| house their business, I know— I was | 
'the public’s champion for a while, | 


| until it got monotonous watching the 


| parade to the shooting gallery next 


In Atlantic City, too, where Karl 
| Singer, manager of the Hollywood 
and Astor, puts it bluntly: ‘We do 
more business on the two nights with 
| doubles than any other two nights.’ 

Joe LaRose, manager of the Roose- 
| velt theatre, Detroit, tells of an at- 
‘tempt to end duals there by city- 


| several years ago: ‘We had doubles 
back as fast as cars could bring the 
additional reels from the exchanges. 
| It required just one look at the 
| crowds—or absence of crowds—the 
first hour.’ 
On the other hand, those voices 
| crying into the American wilderness 


, for a return to singles are not going | 


unanswered. Fred Wehrenberg, prez 
of Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of Eastern Missourj and Southern 
Illinois and owner of a circuit of 11 
houses in St. Louis, has some opti- 
mistic words: 

| ‘I know from personal contact with 
,my patrons,’ he maintains, ‘that they 
prefer one good picture to a pair of 
crows. Last week I was playing 
‘Rebecca’ single in my houses fol- 
lowing Loew’s, which dualled it, and 
there were no complaints.’ 

Wehrenberg’s Tripling Worry 

Wehrenberg, incidentally, brings 
up something else again. ‘What St. 
, Louis exhibs have to fight now,’ he 
declares, ‘is not duals but triples. 
They’re making the situation worse 
all the time.’ 

And Will Singer, manager of the 
Brandeis, Omaha (‘the city where 
| he can’t live without doubles and 
| sometimes find ‘three pictures better 
than two’), claims: ‘We often run 
, Single features when we have a good 
one and do very well, too. Last 
week we had ‘My Favorite Wife’ 


| 


|e Attn and hit fine business.’ 


Although exhibs voted overwhelm- 


Vote Singles, Buy Duals 


Continued from page 7 


wide agreement on weekends only | 


Milt Overman, quoted above, says: 








ingly against twins, it wasn’t 100%. 
George MacKenna, mentioned above 
as an operator in Buffalo and Ni- 
agara Falls, N. Y., saw as an advan- 
tage in duals that they ‘give the 
exhib two shots at the public from 
the viewpoint of appeal. On a dou- 
ble feature program you have a 
chance to hit both the men and the 
women or children and adults, which 
I believe bolsters the b. o.’ 

And the philosophical exhib in 
Albuquerque, N. M., who melan- 
cholily sees orie advantage to duals: 

‘At least,’ he says, ‘patrons can't 
come in in the middle of both pic- 
tures,” 





Cutting and Upping 
Chicago, June 11. 
Fifteen Allied theatres are cutting 
from triple to double bills and going 
from 10c days to 15c days, 








Truant Raid 


Continued from page 5 














four cops, started work on the 42d 
st. theatres, he said, because he con- 
siders them ‘flep houses’ for unde- 
sirables and a place where kids may 
catch any number of _ diseases. 
Eighty-three schoolboys and girls 
were caught in the seven houses in 
one day. With managers’ coopera- 
tion this situation has been entirely 
;Cleared up, Hayden declared, and 
last Wednesday when his squadron 
noted no children entering the 42d 
St. theatres they moved around to 
the Par. 

They deployed outside for a while, 
watching the kids go in. Then, in- 
| stead of exercising their right to 
| force the management to turn up the 
| lights, they merely went up and 
| down the aisles calling into the lobby 
| anyone who looked under age. After 
the names of the children were 
| taken, the Paramount refunded their 
{admission of its own volition and 
|they were sent on their way to 
school. 
| Youngest kid in the house was 10 
| years old, but he was accompanied 
| by his mother, There were three 
who were 13, seven who were 14, 
22 who were 15, 23 who were 16, 33 
;who were 17, six who were 18 and 
,one who was 19. Children all had 
to appear with their parents the fol- 
|lowing day, when it was revealed 
that many of them were skipping 
‘lunch to afford the theatre. 


‘N. W. Mounted Police’ 


Will Premiere in Canada 


Regina, Sask., June 11. 

World premiere of ‘Northwest 
Mounted Police’ (Par), Cecil B. de 
Mille’s technicolor epic, will be held 
in Regina, training center of the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
early in October, 

J. J. Fitzgibbons, manager of 
| Famous Players Canadian, Ltd., set 
| the teeoff for this territory. 
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To Spoof or Not to Spoof 





N.A.B.’s Gridiron Stunt Up for Decision—Calloff 


of Convention Said to Be Unlikely 





Adoption of plan for a Gridiron- 
style entertainment at the San Fran- 
cisco convention of the National As- | 
sociation of Broadcasters, Aug. 5-7, | 
was close to a decision either way | 
this week. Proposal is to spoof the | 
FCC, ASCAP, Clubwomen, educa- 
tors, networks, etc. These would be | 
lampooned in stage skits in the man- | 
ner of the newspapermen’s frolic at | 
the expense of politicians every | 
spring in Washington. 

Two question marks exist in the | 
minds of the trade association | 
leadership. One is the possible ex- 
pense of putting on such a show in | 

| 


Frisco. The other is the possible re- 
actions if some ‘too clever’ cracks 
got reported back to the parties in- 
volved. Also it is recalled that the 
broadcasting conventions have never 
been long on self-spoofing and the 
mood of 1940 may be even less favor- 
able. At one convention some years 
ago Stoopnagle and Budd did a 
burlesque of radio only to be greeted 
with poker faces in ‘he audience. 





Rumors in New York 


Report got around New York 
broadcasting -circles over the past 
weekend that there was strong senti- | 
ment within the National Association | 
of Broadcasters for~ calling off its | 
scheduled convention in San Fran- | 
cisco the week of Aug. 4, and instead | 
staging special meetings in- New 





“York and Chicago during July to 


consider industry problems concern- 
ing Broadcast Music, Inc. Confirma- 


tion of this trend could not be ob-} 


tained from NAB officials in Wash- 
ington. 


On the other hand, some leading 
broadcasters pointed out yesterday 
(Tuesday) that though some in the 
industry have suggested that it would 
be unwise in such critical times, 
with so many things happening, for 
Station owners and execs to get so 


+ 





HUGH TERRY TO KLZ 


Dudley Tichenor Takes His Place at 
KVOR, Colorado Springs 








Resignation of Fred Allen, sales 
manager of KLZ, Denver, has occa- 
sioned several shifts in the personnel 
of the Oklahoma Publishing Co. 
radio properties. Hugh Terry, who 
has’ managed KVOR since the Okla- 
homa publishers acquired it in 1936, 
is taking Allen’s place at KLZ. The 


| vacancy thus created in the KVOR 


pilot house is being filled by 
Dudley Tichenor, heretofore KVOR 
sales manager and before that a 


: district manager of the Mistletoe Ex- 


press (an affiliate of the Oklahoma 
Publishing Co.). 

With Tichenor removed from his 
sales duties, the position of KVOR 
sales manager will temporarily be 
left vacant. 


Rainey Staging 
Radio's Salute 





To Freedom 





The National Association of Broad- | 


casters has retained Bill Rainey, for- 


|mer NBC production executive, to 


supervise and organize the big one- 
| hour program to be broadcast Aug. 3 
|partly from the New York, and 
| partly from the San Francisco Ex- 
| position. It’s a ‘Thank the Radio In- 
dustry’ proposition in which Free- 
dom of Radio will be linked to Free- 
dom of Press as of equal importance. 

N.A.B. -hopes 
| Roosevelt and the Republican nom- 
inee, whoever he is, each say a word. 
A plaque quoting Walt Whitman will 





to have President; 


TRAMMELL UP 
KOBAK BAGK 


NBC Blue and Red Will Be 


Increasingly Separated — 





len May Shift to NBC 


——— 


OTHER FACTS 





The resignation last week of 
Lenox R. Lohr as president of the 
National Broadcasting Co. has cued a 
number of changes both in NBC pol- 
icy and in high personnel. The 
July 12 meeting of the Radio Cor- 
poration of America board of di- 
rectors is expected to confirm a 
number of significant changes of 
management manpower. Niles Tram- 
mell will become the new president 
and as such the first ranksgradu- 
ated, radio-educated administrative 
head the network has ever had. 
Edgar Kobak, lately v.p. of Lord & 
Thomas agency, is already set to 
return to NBC, this time with the 
title of vice-president in charge of 
sales for the Blue network. 


An important change that might 


Mullen. 
able successor to Trammell in the 


his work as public relations v.p. 
of the parent firm. 


Kobak’s Function 





Negotiations for the return of Ko- 
bak were actually initiated while 
Lohr was in office. Beside heading 
up the sales activity of the Blue 
with Keith Kiggins to be sales man- 
ager under him, Kobak will be 
chairman of an_ intra-organization 
committee the objective of which is 
the gradual separation of the Blue, 
beginning with sales first. Numer- 
ous evidences that the NBC Blue 
and Red will have separate policies 





|and personalities have been recently 


be unveiled on the New York Fair | reported in Variety. 


- STRIKE ON KSTP 


far away from home and Washing- | grounds. Democracy, said Whitman, 
ton, it would seem that it’s a poorly | would be safe so long as the people 
organized enterprise that can’t keep | had ‘tongues to speak and ears to 
functioning when the bosses are! pear.’ 

away. Also that nobody in the radio, An oddity to the N.A.B. special 


business is potent enough to have | program has arisen in the form of a 


abroad. | band leader, who claims it’s a ‘lift’ 
As far as the NAB home offices of his own idea to have a ‘Congress 
are concerned, it’s going right ahead of Radio Artists’ observe the 20th 


working out details of the meet. Un- | anniversary of the broadcasting in-| sales promotion departments for the | 


like other previous national conven-/| dustry. N.A.B., through Ed Kirby, 
tions of the NAB, this one will have | pointed out that it was, after all, the 
hyief talks by representatives of the| trade association of the industry. 
public, such as: spokesmen for labor, | Beyond this the N.A.B. declined to 
the Federal Council of Churches of take Specht’s protest seriously. 


Ear tea ne he morning = HQWARD JONES HEADS 
L & T CHICAGO OFFIC 


Latter is slated for the morning of | 

Aug. 7. That same afternoon there 

will be a session on special events 

broadcasting with Abe Schechter of 

NBC and Paul White of CBS. lead- 

ing off the crossfire on war coverage Chicago, June 11. 

and handling of the presidential elec- Howard Jones of the Lord & 
Thomas eastern office comes to town 
this week to take over as chief of 
the Chicago outfit. Fills vacancy left 
by absence of David Noyes who has 

been on the Coast for some time now 


tion. 
MUSIC 5 CALL and who is in ill health. 

Jones was formerly in the Chicago 
office of Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 
t is expected that Jones will bring 
about a renaissance in radio activity 
by the local L. & T. organization. 


Quaker Oats Due Back 


Quaker Oats will return to a net- 
hookup in the fali through 








— 





Minneapolis, June 11. 


The musicians’ union has called 
a strike against radio station KSTP 
because of station’s refusal to abide | 
by stand-in requirements and utilize work 





local musicians to extent of $2,000) Ruthrauff & Ryan. | 


Selection of a show is being held 
up until the account has first found 
a spot on either NBC or Columbia. 


a month. Stanley Hubbard, KSTP | 
manager, says he wishes to bring in 
outside bands occasionally without 
being compelled to pay for local 
men whom he doesn’t use. Station 
Spent $30,000 for local music and 
production and $30,000 additional 
for ASCAP charges last year and 
local business didn’t warrant any 


Woodmen's 98 Stations 
Omaha, June 11. 
At the last minute, 10 more stations | 
were added to the WOW 50th anni- | 
versary air show for WOW’s owner, | 
the Woodmen of the World Insurance 
Society, last Wednesday. 
Made it 98 in all. i 


such expenditure, according to Hub- 
bard who declares strike isn't ham- 
pering present operations. | 


Roy C. Witmer, under the new 
setup, becomes v.p. in charge of the 
Red network, while I. E. Shower- 
{man remains eastern sales manager 
|of the red and Edward R. Hitz, as- 
sistant to Witmer. Latter formerly 


| all network sales. 


| No move will be made for the 
, time being to establish separate 
'two links. Ken R. Dyke now heads 
| this department for the two net- 
| works. 


Acceptance of Lohr’s resignation 


and the naming of Trammell to the 
presidency will take place July 12 
at the regular meeting of the NBC 
| directorate. 


j the Chicago Museum of Science and 
Industry, of which he is now a 
trustee and v.p. 


‘Lorenzo Jones’ Show 
Spreads to Pacific; 
KMJ, Fresno, as a Must 


‘Lorenzo Jones’ (Phillips Milk of 
Magnesia) will have its NBC-red 
hookup extended to the Coast today 
(Wednesday) so as to conform to the 

network rule about having a mini- 
mum of 50 stations on the red. 

One of the Pacific red group, KMJ, 
Fresno, becomes a must station 
July 1. 





Cutex May Use Spots 





J. Walter Thompson may bring 
Cutex back on the air but it will be 
through the process of spot an- 
nouncements. 

Agency is lining up available sta- 
tions and time preliminary to mak- 


iing a final presentation to the ac- 


count. 


executive v.p. post, as a reward for | 


+ 


| 
| 
| 


i 


Possible That Frank Mul-_ 





occur, but concerning which no con- | 
firmation is presently available, is ' 
a possible shift from RCA of Frank ; 
He is mentioned as a prob- | 


| 


| 


| 


| 





| 


Lohr, who joined NBC | 
| Jan, 1, 1936, will become president of | 


H COMMAND 





WOL, Washington, 


For Alleged Steal of 


Sues Wahl, Biow 


Quiz Formula 





BACK TO ‘BIG TOWN’ 


Robinson Resumes as the Crusading 
Managing Editor 








Hollywood, June 11. 

Edward G. Robinson's radio fol- 
lowing voted 3 to 1 for a return to 
the old ‘Big Town’s’ formula of 
newspaper crusading. For past five 
weeks the Rinso program has been a 
straight dramatization of plays. 

Characters of ‘Steve Wilson’ and 
‘Lorelei’ are resumed as of tonight 
(11). 

Edward G. Robinson and princi- 
pals of his ‘Big Town’ series for 
Rinso have been renewed for the 
fall. Pickups include Ona Munson, 
Leith Stevens, music director, and 
Crane Wilbur, production aide and 
script editor. 


Thomas Freebairn-Smith slated as | 


director. 


Copy and Other 
Factors Limit 


NBC Laxatives 


NBC will spot laxatives on the 
blue network but it will depend on 
the standing on the particular prod- 
uct and the way the copy is phrased. 
However, Nature Remedy tablets 
(Lewis-Howe), are out because of 
reasons that apply only to this case. 
Lewis-Howe had through Stack- 
Goble offered to buy a half evening 
hour on the blue following ‘The Pot 
of Gold,’ but after some considera- 
tion NBC decided to turn down the 
order. As far as the red network 
is concerned the ban on new lexa- 
tive accounts, which became effec- 
tive five years ago, will remain as 








| tight as ever. 
It is understood among the sales | 


force on the blue that the relaxing 
of the rules on laxatives doesn’t 
mean that they will be accepted in- 
discriminately. As put by an NBC 


‘. . | : ' : | official laxative accounts will be ac- 
much effect on what's going On| protest from Paul Specht, oldtime, held the title of v.p. in charge of 


cepted now and then but the net- 


! work will exercise much discrimina- 


tion both as to product and to copy. 


GEN. BRICE DISQUE 





FROM NYC. TO WLW! 





Cincinnati, June 11. 


As its special military analyst of | trip around the World’s Fair. 





—— 


day (10) in the N. Y. federal court 
against the Wahl Eversharp Pencil 
and Biow agency, seeking $240,500 
damages for alleged infringement of 
copyright. An _ injunction § against 
the program ‘Take It Or Leave It’ 
broadcast Sundays, over CBS at 10 
p.m. is also sought. 

Plaintiff alleges that on Dec. 11, 
1939, it acquired a new quiz program 
entitled ‘Double Or Nothing.’ The 
idea of the program is for a radio 
announcer in a theatre, to select 
contestants from the audience and 
ask questions, Cash awards go to 
winners who are invited to ‘Double 
Or Nothing’ on an extra question. 

The William Morris agency was 
authorized Jan. 15 to sell the pro- 
gram. On March 4, 1940, it was 





learned the defendants were con- 
templating putting on a similar pro- 
gram, and they were warned of the 
contemplated infringement. A deal 
was set up with Russel M. Seeds Co., 
on behalf of Brown & Williamson 
Tobacco Co. for the sale of the pro- 
gram. 

On April 1, the plaintiff also se- 
cured the trade mark to a similar 
program idea entitled ‘Take It Or 
Leave It’ from Paul Conrad. Similar 
warnings were then sent out. On 
April 21, the defendants started 
broadcasting over WABC, and on 
May 1, Russel M. Seeds cancelled 
the option claiming the programs 
were too similar. Then on June i. 
Seeds started sponsorship over the 
Pacific Coast Mutual Network of 
‘Saturday Night Party,’ leaving the 
plaintiff's program in the cold. 

The original deal with Seeds pro- 
vided for a trial of 13 weeks at $750 
weekly, a 26 week renewal at $1,250 
a week, successive jumps of $250 
until the program cost $2,000 weekly, 
and an option for a year at $2,000 
weekly. The total amount is being 
sued for, as it is asserted the deal 
would have gone through if the pro- 
gram had not allegedly been pla- 
giarized. 


ESSO W008 31 
STATION MGRS. 











Considered by the trade as cheap 
| at the price was the full day of en- 
tertainment in New York which Esso 
tossed Friday (7) for the operators 
be the 31 stations that carries its 
news programs. They started off 
with breakfast at the Cloud club in 
| the Chrysler building, and there was 
|a speedboat ride, visits to the client’s 
| home office and Jersey plant and a 
Un- 


European war news, WLW last week usual feature of Esso’s handling of 


engaged Brigadier General Brice P. 


Disque, who served in the U.S. Army | 


from 1899 to 1919. He is piping 15- 
minute programs Tuesday and Fri- 
day nights from New York, where he | 
has been a coordinating agent in in- 
dustrial agreements between firms 
and employees. 

Station also has William H. Hess- | 
ler, foreign editor of the Cincy En- | 
quirer, doing a series of semi-weekly 
war commentaries. 


| 
John Rudolph at WLW 
Cincinnati, June 11. 
John E. Rudolph joins the WLW j 
sales service department July 1 as | 
successor to Harry Mason Smith, who | 
recently took charge of the WLW | 
office in Transamerican’s New York | 
division. 
During the past decade Rudolph 
has managed the Cincy division for 
the McKesson-Robbins drug concern. 


Offer J. W. T. Mason 


J. W. T. Mason, war expert for 
the United Press, is being offered 
around to ad agencies for a com- 
mentator spot. 

Ray Linton’s office hag Mason on 


‘a management contract j 


‘banner in the fall. 


this treat was to send each of the 
Station men in advance a check cov- 


lering travelings, hotel and whatnot 


expenses. 

By this goodwill gesture Esso goes 
a long way toward garnering the sort 
of loyalty that will make each of 
these stations hesitate a long time 
before yielding the Esso spots to net- 
work demands, or even giving them 
up under any circumstances. Also 
assured is unlimited cooperation 
when it comes to local merchandis- 
ing. Esso’s policy is not only to pay 
top rates, but to make the broad- 
caster feel that the client appre- 
ciates the tieup. 





Bill Cunningham May Do 
Sesh for Texaco in N. Ey 


Texaco may extend its spot opera- 


_tions into New England. It’s cone 
sidering a quarter-hour program 
framed around Bill Cunningham, 


sports columnist on the Boston Post, 
for release over CBS’ link in that 
region, at the rate of three a week. 

Account last week arranged for a 
repeat hookup on CBS for Fred Al- 
len when the comic starts under its 
The rebroadcast 
will be from midnight to 1 a.m. EST. 
Texaco’s current network stanzas 
have no rebroadcasts. 


WOL, Washington, filed suit Mon- © 
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‘of Mutual. It will have full-time 
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McCormick Revamps WGN Shows; 
Bill Bacher Into the Top Berth: 
Noel Gerson as Talent Head 





» 


Chicago, June 11. 

Col. Robert R. McCormick has ap- 
pointed Bill Bacher, veteran net- 
work program producer, as perma- 
ment general program director of 
station WGN, the Tribune property. 
Bacher came here from Hollywood 
to direct three special operettas and 
is staying to translate McCormick’s 
convictions about WGN program 
needs into reality. The publisher of 
the Trib has taken the radio station 
under his personal wing in recent 
months. He even attends rehearsals 
and his authority is felt as never in 
the history of the station. 

Bacher will answer to Col. Mc- 
Cormick directly and his authority 
is said to be limited only to that de- 
gree. It means the dawn of a new 
program regime at WGN and it re- 
flects the announced conviction of 
McCormick that WGN must be, and 
has not been, up with the parade. 

Actually Bacher is the first inde- 
pendent program chief for WGN, 
though at one time, Ed Barry, pres- 
ent music critic of the Tribune, was 
production manager. Bacher has 
revitalized the program structure of 
WGN’s sustaining shows already, 
having produced a trio of 60-minute 
operettas, ‘Bittersweet,’ ‘Student 
Prince’ and ‘Blossom Time’ and has 
taken personal hold of the Sym- 
phonic broadcasts to highlight them 
with inserts of novel and dramatic 
specialties, bringing in such men as 
John T. McCutcheon, cartoonist of 
the Tribune, to present special ad- 
dresses of personal reminiscences. 


Quin Ryan As Is 


Quin Ryan continues as station 
manager, handling general conduct 
of WGN, and also with his personal 
duties at the mike for several news 
broadcas's and his ‘Marriage License 
Bureau’ show. Ryan some months 
ago invited Paul Kapp to Chicago 
with a view to lining up program 
ideas but deal fell through. 

Part of the campaign to boost 
WGN in all program directions is 
the establishment of a new talent 
department to be headed by Noel 
Gerson, who has been writing the 
‘Fifth Row Center’ program. Ger- 
s0n will be in charge of all talent for 
WGN shows and will handle talent 
negotiations. Gerson, the son of 
Sam Gerson, Chicago Shubert repre- 
sentative, has already scored by 
bringing to the WGN mike and to 
Mutual manyvof the top names in 
show business. 

Bacher has lined up a series of 
program ideas which will bring to 
WGN and Mutual a big-scale pro- 
gram plan. Standard 15-minute 
script type of operation which has 
been usual program effort of Chi- 
cago stations has been kicked out 
into the alley, with Bacher readying 
production on a big canvas which 
calls for star names from all show 
business and all fields of endeavors, 
and calls for classic productions from 
the music of the world. 

Bacher himseif will handle a new 
series ‘of operettas to be resumed in 
the fall. These will be 60-minute 


m productions of the great musical 


shows of the past, and will be pro- 
duced in the big WGN audience stu- 
dio before guesis of the management. 

Chicago Theatre of the Air, which 
broadcast three operetta programs 
during May, will return to the Mu- 
tual network next September. Bill 
Bacher will again produce-direct, 
with Marion Claire also slated to re- 
sume as femme lead. 

Orchestra will be conducted by 
Henry Weber, musical director of 
WGN, Chicago. 


FIFTH YEAR ON LUX 
FOR DEMILLE, SILVERS 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Gene Autry had his option taken 
up by Wrigley and keeps to the kilo- 
cycles through the summer. 
Also handed renewals by J. Walter 
Thompson were C. B. DeMille, émcee, 





Radio Gesture 





Hollywood, June 11. 
Harry Maizlish’s crew at 
KFWB donated $1,250 toward the 
purchase of an ambulance to be 
used by the Red Cross in the war 
zone, 


ARTIE SHAW 
INTO NOBLE 
NICHE 


Minneapolis, June 11. 

Artie Shaw’s band was signed last 
week for the Burns and Allen pro- 
gram, which inaugurates a new se- 
ries for Hormel meats over NBC July 
1. Ray Noble, long time with B.&A. 
as music director and stooge, goes to 
Chicago to open a stand at the Pal- 
mer House. 

Another replacement on Burns and 
Allen show is that of Bud Hiestand 
for Truman Bradley as announcer. 
Singer to supplant Frank Parker is 
still being mulled. 














George McGarret Is 
Young & Rubicam Man 
For Eddie Cantor Show 


George McGarrett has been picked 
by Young & Rubicam from its staff 
to produce the Eddie Cantor show 
when Cantor goes on NEC for Bris- 
Myers this fall. 

Vic Knight is being brought in 
by Cantor personally to supervise 
the scripting end of the show. 

After several decisions both ways, 
it is now final and absolute that Ed- 
die Cantor will broadcast for Bristol- 
Myers in one-half the time, Wednes- 
day, 9-10, formerly occupied by Fred 
Allen. After Oct. 2 the second part 
of the firm’s NBC red full hour com- 
mitment will be filled by ‘Mr. Dis- 
trict Attorney.’ 

The confirmed arrangement does 
place Cantor in opposition to the 
first act of Allen, who will be on 
CBS 9-10 for his new _ sponsor, 
Texaco, starting in the fall after he 
completes his picture for Paramount. 








KEEN, Seattle indie platter sta- 
tion is now KEVR with new setup 
called Evergreen Broadcasting Corp., 
operating station. 
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¢ — Payroll Traffic ; 
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St. Louis—Changes at KMO in- 
clude the replacement of Don Phil- 
lips, gabber, by Gale Avery, from 
WOW, Omaha, and Lee Blumbarden 
of the Olian Advertising Agency, 
succeeding Miss Maren Cardwell in 
the continuity department. 





El Paso.—Larry Harris has been 
appointed merchandising manager of 
the newly opened KROD. 





San Antonio.—Don Rivelle Fitch 
new at WOI control room. 





Buffalo.—Bill Mayhew _ exited 
WBEN Saturday (8) to return to 
sports spieling at WIS, Columbia, 
S. C. Into his place will come Wil- 
liam Griskey from WLEU, Erie, Pa., 
June 16, y 





Niagara Falis—Alden Fox left 
WBN, Buffalo, for WHLD, Niagara 
Falls. Will be news editor besides 
spieling. 





Reading, Pa.—John Murray, for- 
mer radio announcer, will be gen- 
eral manager of the Green Hills 
Playhouse, opening a summer stock 
season June 25. 





Omaha.—Gaylord Avery, WOW an- 
nouncer, has taken a place with 
KMOX, St. Louis. Won over 33 ap- 
plicants in open competition. 





Waterbury, Conn.—Charles Lynch, 
formerly of WATR here, joined mike 
staff at same city’s WBRY. Latter 
exhaler also hired Norbert Aleksis 
as summer filler. 





Hartford—George Martin latest 


spieler at WTHT. 





Greensboro, N. C.—Herbert Hucks, 
Jr., of the Greensboro high school 
faculty and radio education director 
of the Greater Greensboro public 
school system, joins the commercial 
staff of WBIG, Greensboro, effective 
Monday (17). Will do merchandis- 
ing research. 





Cincinnati—Meredith Runck trans- 
ferred this week from the WSAI 
sales force to join the WLW research 
department under William Oldham. 
Both Crosley stations, Cincy. 





Schenectady—Harold Kent, for- 
merly of WNBF, Binghamton, is 
vacation-relief announcer at WGY. 





Toledo, O.— Announcer Charles 
Halteman from WTOL, Toledo to 
WMMN, Fairmont, W. Va. Joe 
Fields succeeds on staff of WTOL.. 





Pittsburgh—Bill Thieman returned 
from vacation at WCAE last week to 
find he had been promoted to a place 
on station’s continuity staff. He had 
previously been in traffic depart- 
ment. 





Cleveland — WHK-WCLE has 
added Ray McCoy, recently with the 
local bureau of the U.P., to keep up 
with news schedules on both sta- 
tions. 





WHO Newscaster Gets 145,896 Votes 





Not Far Behind Iowa Governor—Case Shows Radio 
Name Counts Plenty But Can’t Win by Itself 





Des Moines, June 11. 
A strong if unsuccessful race was 
run by H. R. Gross, Des Moines 
radio newscaster for the Republican 
; nomination for governor. News- 
caster for station WHO, Des Moines 
for past five years, ran close to Gov. 








that one who has become widely 
known by means of the radio over a 
period of years will get a good many 
votes on election day, but it doesn’t 
prove that a candidate who has been 
in the real estate or insurance busi- 
ness for years can monopolize the 


Geo. A. Wilson, with totals of 163,- | election by limiting himself exclu- 
924 for Wilson and 145,896 for Gross, | sively to radio campaigning for three 


It had been expected and was gen- 
erally conceded that one of the main 


factors in putting Gross so near the | grounds 
top of the pile was his radio audi- | Henry Field was one. He defeated 


ence. 
air. 


His only speeches were on the 





| 


| 
} 


| 


months. 
Political figures’ with radio back- 
are comparatively few. 


former U. S. Senator Smith W. 
Brookhart for renomination in 1932 


At first glance it would look like in the Republican primaries but lost 
candidates don’t need to make the | to the Democratic nominee, the late 
rounds of school houses and cam- | Louis Murphy, in the fall election. 
paign rallies to get votes—but this | Field was a radio personality who 


and Lou Silvers, music director, of | hasn’t been proven yet by a jugful. | operated his own station at Shen- 


Lux dramatics. Both initialed their 
fifth year with the show last week. 
a 





TURN CITY’S ADDED STARTER 


| The Gross radio vote, 





it appears | andoah, Iowa. 
obvious, was not just the accumula- ; man who has been a radio person- 
tion of campaign efforts, but the ality in the seventh congressional 


Another Shenandoah 


greater part of it was the result of district for years is James Pearson, 


daily repetition of the newscaster’s who ran for the congressional nom- 


Station WLOL, new 1,000-watter at name, voice and thought over radio | ination under various party labels 


Minneapolis-St. Paul, begins opera- 
tion next Monday (17) as an affiliate 


"i 


coverage. + ° 7 


| Station WHO for a period of five 
years. This puts a different face on 
the question of eliminating the usual 
| routine of campaigning. The Gross 


Ed P. Shurich is genera] manager. , race undoubtedly supports the idea 


| 
| 
i 
| 
‘ 


and always led the field. 

The Gross precedent, seems to 
show that the average broadcaster 
cannot become a politician over 
night. 


Easy to Cast This Playlet 





Bitter rivalry existing between two soap manufacturers last week 
gave one of the better known announcers the most heart-breaking 


experience of his career. 


His pleas that he be let out of his obligation 


so that he could accept another deal guaranteeing him more than twice 


his present salary was met with an adamant negative. 


Also that his 


present employers were accustomed to these sort of tactics from their 
rival and that he had made it a policy never to release anybody the 
former wanted. The announcer was told not to take the refusal as a 
compliment because it would even be done in the case of an office boy. 


The bid came to the announcer 


by long distance. His assignment 


was to be m.c. for a half-hour show with equal billing to any one else 
on the program. The price quoted was $750. Overcome by the realiza- 
tion that his commitment to the rival soap outfit made it impossible 
for him to accept, the spieler almost went into a faint, remarking, 


‘Don’t talk that kind of money to me.’ 


The agency man on the other 


end of the line, mistaking the meaning of this statement, retorted, ‘All 


right, we'll make it $1,000.’ 


The announcer-personality then disclosed that he was tied up by a 
contract which prohibited him from taking another soap account. The 
agency man with the offer persisted anyway and urged him to try to 
get a release, adding that the offer would remain open for the next 12 


hours. 


The period proved the most nerve-racking of the announcer's 


life. His plea for a release was finally shunted from the agency on his 
present. soap account to the latter's home office and there it went to 
the top, with the resulting verdict about never turning over anybody 


to that particular competitor. 











NBC Emphasizes Unique Dramas 





‘Listeners Playhouse’ Consciously Different — Min- 
nelli to Try One Program 





Mabel Todd to Pix 


Mabel Todd, wife of comic Morey | 
Amsterdam, who conducts ‘Laugh 
and Swing Club’ Tuesday nights over 
Mutual, left the cast of the show 
after last night's (Tuesday) edition, | 
to go to the Coast for picture work. | 
Replacement isn’t set. 

Del Casino has been added to the’ 
show in place of Tony Romano and | 
Phil Napoleon’s band now supplies | 
the tunes. 


Edwin C. Hill of CBS 
Patted on NBC’s WCSH | 
In Odd Portiand Event 


Portland, Me., June 11. 

Anomalous situation which devel- 
oped around assignment of broad- 
cast rights to banquet given here 
Saturday (8) for Edwin C. Hill, 
American Oil’s news humanizer, will 
have Maine's radio execs gfoggy for 
some time. Visit of spieler was ar- 
ranged by Maine Publicity Bureau 
with eager co-operation of Amoco’s 
local branch as stunt to sound re- 
veille for new tourist season. Date 
was dubbed ‘State of Maine Day,’ 
and Hill arrived on train to hear 
himself tagged ‘Maine’s most repre- 
sentative summer visitor’ by Lewis 
O. Barrows, governor. 

Petro] outfit allowed state’s unof- 
ficial tourist-ballyhoo agency to 
handle all details, including radio 
arrangements, Air rights to climatic 
banquet honoring CBS-using male 
sobster were finally granted to local 
NBC-Red member WCSH, which had 
proffered facilities of its ‘Maine Net- 
work,’ which also includes two NBC- 
Blues and one Mutual. Sole CBS 
component in the area,,WGAN, hav- 
ing held out for an exclusive, was 
left shivering on the veranda. 

Irregular situation as it finally de- 
veloped had speakers at the feast 
extolling CBS and its news services 
over rival wires; and Hill winding 
up the session by providing a sample 
period of his ‘The Human Side of 
the News’. Hotel-owned WCSH sent 
its remote crew into the ballroom of 
a competing hostelry for the event, 
while the newspaper parents of 
WGAN, which usually mentions 
WCSH outside the program listings 
only when one of the station's staff 
is jailed, gave the shindig front-page 
space for two days. 

Now, several bleak mornings aft- 
erwards, the boys are trying to de- 
cide who won. 


Billy Morell Killed 


Detroit, June 11. 

Billy Morell, former radio per- 
former here, was killed last week in 
Cleveland when his automobile 
crashed into a traffic light stanchion 
in a rain storm. Morell was on his 
way to visit his wife and two-year- 
old child in Detroit. 

Until March of this year, when he 
left Detroit to become production 
manager for the Business Film Prod- 
ucts Co., Cleveland, Morell had been 
connected with WJBK and WwJ 
here for coupla years. He had 
played a role in WWJ's ‘Black Ace’ 
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serial. 


New NBC dramatic sustaining se- 
ries starts July 29 in the 8:30-9 NBC 
red spot Saturday nights. Tabbed, 
‘Listener’s Playhouse.’ Regular 


scripters will be John La Touche, 
lyricist of ‘Ballad for Americans,’ 
and Al Williams and Ranald Mac- 
Dougall, of the NBC staff. 

Shows will mostly be originals, 
although a few adaptations may be 
done if they involve some novel 
use of radio technique. In general, 
the idea will be to avoid. the usual 
dramatic fare and at the same time 


;not seem self-consciously ‘different’ 


or ‘experimental.’ Guest writers 
may be used occasionally, one ten- 
tatively set being Vincente Mine 
nelli, legit producer-director-de- 
signer. Understood it’s his first 
radio venture. 

Minnelli will adapt a Saki short 
story, ‘The Background,’ using a 
original musical score by Will Irwin. 
Tom Bennett will be in charge of 
the music for the entire series, In 
line with NBC's usual policy, the 
writers, directors, and others will 
noti be given air billings. 

The 8-8:30 Saturday night spot be- 
ing vacated on NBC red will be 
taken by a sustaining dance band 
remote. National Barn Dance (Alka 
Seltzer) from Chicago will move 
from the blue (WJZ) to the 9-10 
slot, while Bob Crosby’s orchestra 
will have the ensuing half-hour at 
10. Orchestra sustainer, ‘Frank 
Black Presents,’ with the NBC syme 


phony, will get the 10:30-11 p.m. 
post. Whole setup is effective 
June 29, 


Replacing Barn Dance in the 8:30- 
9 p.m. spot on the blue will be ‘The 
Marriage Club,’ from Hollywood. 
Symphony concert from Grant Park, 
Chicago, will get the 9:30-10 posi- 
tion on the blue, with other pro- 
grams remaining as is. 


GULF TORN BETWEEN 
SCREEN GUILD, ‘QUEEN’ 


Gulf Gas will presently decide be- 
tween Screen Actors Guild and ‘The 
Adventures of Ellery Queen’ as the 
show the company will sponsor in 
1940-41. The choice is difficult and 
Young & Rubicam agency itself is 
loathe to recommend one against the 
other. 

Screen Guild set-up is recognized 
as a sock prestige proposition; 
‘Ellery Queen’ as a good buy in 
terms of rating and popularity, 


Ayer After Sloan Biz 


N. W. Ayer is shooting for the 
Sloan’s Liniment account now held 
by Warwick & Legler. Product had 
the ‘Youth vs. Age’ quiz on NBC. 

The solicition is understood to 
have been made upon invitation. 

















Vancouver—Don Wilson, chief an- 
nouncer at CBR, has left to take up 
new duties at CBM-CBF, Montreal. 
Will handle the English news in 
Montreal among other things. Hugh 
M. Palmer has been added to the 


i; CBR, Vancouver, staff. 
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Congressman Mundt Sees Government 


Takeover of Radio If War Comes 


Washington, June 11. 

Fear that radio will be subjected 
to stringent censorship and privately 
conducted broadcasting might never 
return if the United States gets into 
the war was voiced in the House 
Friday (7). In‘a long extension of 
remarks, the second in a week, Rep. 
Karl A. Mundt, South Dakota Re- 
publican, gave the industry a slap 
on the wrist, warning that even more 
self-restraint must be exercised in 
giving listeners war news. Repeat- 
ing his belief in free speech, Mundt 
asserted: 

‘If war should come to America or 
if America should inject itself into 
foreign war, complete government 
censorship and perhaps government 
ownership and operation of radio 
would probably follow as the night 
the day. Personally, I would abhor 
this action but there is little reason 
to doubt its eventuality. It is al- 
together too possible that privately 
owned and operated radio would 
never again prevail in America 
should we be drawn or driven into 
war,...Once a political adminstra- 
tion tasted the intoxicating blood of 
power which would come from gov- 
ernment radio, it is extremely un- 
likely and contrary to all the lessons 
of history that private businessmen 
would ever again be given the right 
to own and operate the radios, de- 
termine what programs to use or 
decline, and hold virtual monopolies 
over favored air-waves for private 
profit. Private radio would, in all 
likelihood, be one of the first and 


one of the permanent casualties of | 


another war involving America.’ 
Alarmed Over ‘Hysteria 

The South Dakotan Tuesday (4) 
expressed alarm over radio’s ‘hysteri- 
cal’ war news reports. In his Friday 
atatement, incited by a conversation 
with and letter from Harry C. But- 
cher, the local CBS vice-president, 
Mundt admitted the industry is ‘try- 
ing hard to live up to the standards 
of public service it has set for itself,’ 
but still contended there is room for 
criticism. While he was encouraged 
by the recognition of responsibility, 
he added ‘I am frank to say that I 
do not quite share Mr. Butcher's en- 
thusiastic endorsement of the degree 
to which radio is conforming with 
the admirable code it has established 
for itself.’ 

The comments 
about ‘hysterical radio commentators 
and. ‘upsetting radio programs,’ 
lumped with editorials and protest- 
ing letters, show that radio is not 
blameless, Mundt said, and its self- 
imposed restrictions are either not 
‘quite inclusive or quite sufficiently 
respected.’ At the same time, he 
registered hostility for the thought 
of any Congressional action to im- 
pose governmental curbs. 

Without mentioning names, the 
lawmaker said Butcher had informed 
him that ‘certain radio commenta- 
tors had been discontinued because 
their methods were on the side of 
the hysterical rather than the fac- 
tual.” In his first rebuke, Mundt 
charged that certain spielers 
their personal opinions and emotions 
into the news.’ 


ASTOR HOTEL 
Dx ADVERTISER 


of Congressmen 


’ 





Hotel Astor, N. Y., has joined the | 
' list of NBC international shortwave 


customers, with Latin-American 
countries the object of its appeal. 
The time is 10:15 to 10:45 p.m. Wed- 
nesday, and the 13-week contract 
becomes effective today. 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., 
NBC shortwave client. 


is another 





Simon Pure’s Sportscasts 
Buffalo, June 11. 
Simon Pure Brewery has ticketed 
second 10-minute sports show daily 
on WEBR by Bob Kliment. 
Account for 13 weeks was placed 
direct. 


ro 


WHOLE BIZ BASE 











Red Cross Marathon 


Albany, N. Y., June 11, 

A scheduled one-hour Red 
Cross Sunday night program via 
WABY ran almost six hours and 
brought pledges from listeners 
totaling $4,128.50. Largest single 
contribution was $500 from an 
Albany woman; smallest was 10 
cents, Broadcast started at 10 
p.m. and ended at 3:55 a.m. 

Forrest Willis, who emceed all 
the way, with brief timeouts to 
‘rest his voice, was on deck for 
his regular hour-long commer- 
cial Musical Jamboree at 8 a.m., 
four hours after marathon ended. 


BARS ITALIAN 
LANGUAGE 
PRONTO 


Providence, June 11. 

Following Italy’s entrance into the 
war today. Steve Willis, manager of 
station WPRO which daily broad- 
casts Italian and French speaking 
programs, forbade the broadcasting 
of war news in any language but 
English. That will be broadcast only 
by members of the station staff. 

Though no official reason outside 
of a statement of policy was given 
it is believed that the station took 





Radio Networks Tell Adver- 
tisers They Can Cancel 
in Quarterly Commitments 
on Short Notice Anyhow 
and Industry Is Intitled to 
This Minimum Protection 





TALENT CLAUSE 





Several advertising agencies are 
making strong efforts to induce the 
networks to insert war clauses in 
their time contracts. Under such 
clauses the accounts would be ex- 
empt from further obligation imme- 
diately upon the declaration of war 
by the United States. The networks 
have so far flatly turned down all 
such requests on the ground that any 
such grants would tend to under- 
mine the very foundation on which 
the business is built, and, that is, the 
13-week cycle. 

The networks state that they ap- 
preciate that the advertisers in- 
volved in the agency approaches are 
trying to protect themselves against 
drastic -ontingencies, but that they 
(the networks) have a vital busi- 
ness principle at stake and conse- 
quently must exercise farsightedness 
and caution. As contracts now stand 
no account, they point out, is actu- 
ally committed for more than 13 
weeks and the account is free to side- 
step the subsequent 13-week cycle on 
four weeks’ ‘notice. 

As the networks see it, the vast 
majority of clients would not in the 











lo TWA. CYCLE 


‘inject | 


the best way out of a difficult situa- 
tion because of the heavy Italian and 
French populations in this state. 
And since the station might find it 
difficult to keep a check on opinions 
which might be expressed by the! 
commentators who operate the two) 
programs. 


—_————. 


‘Take It Easy’—LaGuardia 


Transcribed versions of the speech 
of Mayor LaGuardia of New York 
City, urging all persons of Italian 
extraction to maintain neutrality de- 
spite Italy’s entry into the War, were 
broadcast over five other N. Y. out- 
lets beside city owned WNYC Mon- 
day (10). Some carried it twice, on 
English spoken programs and _ in 
Italian. WNYC made the discs and 
distributed. 

At various times throughout the 
day WEVD, WOV (twice), WHOM 
(twice), 
the talk. It ran 10 minutes and 
originally cleared WNYC at 1:45, a 
short 45 minutes after Premier Mus- 


WOR, and WMCA, carried | 





broadcast. 


DEPT. STORE PROS, CON 
UP AGAIN IN CHICAGO 


National Assn. of Broadcasters will 
| participate June 19 in a Chicago se- | 
| quel to the department store forum | 
held some months ago in New York. 
Various sales managers of stations | 
will join with mercantile men to 
ae and con radio. 

Sam Henry of N.A.B. will attend. 











Ft. Wayne Televison Due 


| 


Fort Wayne, Ind., June 11. | 





Television and Radio Corporation's | 
application to erect a television sta- 
tion in Fort Wayne is anticipated, | 


eral Communications Commission at! 


| Washington that it will proceed at, 


once to license ‘experimental’ sta- 
tions throughout the country. 


coln Tower, highest building in the! 





|} W3XPF, Springfield, Pa. 


city, and would utilize the oralj 
broadcasting equipment of Station | 


solini’s declaration of war was saad 


i ‘Those We Love’ 


following announcement by the Fed- | time strength. 


Station will be located in the Lin- | aired weekly. 


| formation that may 


final analysis be caught, if they de- 
cided to quit, with more than five 
or six weeks of obligation. The net- 
works feel that they themselves are 
entitled to that amount of protection, 
if only to cover obligation that they 
| had set up on the basis of this busi- 
ness, ‘ 
In Talent Contracts 


Most of the major agencies have | 


been inserting war clauses in their 
talent contracts for the past eight 
months. Some of these clauses per- 
mit the accounts to bow out of their 
commitments even if conditions 
caused by war compel them to curb 
production or radically revise their 
distribution or merchandising setup. 
But in most cases provisions are 


pensation and the account agrees to 


} pick up the balance of the commit- 
it return to the’ air | 


ment should 
within a stipulated period. 


Postum Off All Radio 








Postum is 
General Foods 
considering tieing up 
and putting the 
| Serial into the Tuesday 8 to 8:30 p. m. 
' spot on the blue. 

‘Those We Love’ had been used by 
Standard Brands to plug Royal Des- 
sert, 


had been 


| 


~ WEBS RESIST WAR CLAUSES 











Radio Curbs 





Washington, June 11. 

America’s 55,000 radio ama- 
teurs are under notice from the 
United States Government not 
to communicate with hams in 
foreign lands. 

Another communications meas- 
ure announced by the FCC last 
week promised trouble for ship 
radio operators who abuse their 
license. 


LISTEN TO BBC 
NEW DX TALKS 
AT 9 P.M. 


Americans are beginning to listen 
in considerable numbers to the BBC 
shortwave series from London re- 
cently inaugurated by Vernon Bart- 
lett, J. B. Priestley and Miss Megan 
Lloyd George alternating nightly. 
Programs are picked up in the east- 
ern seaboard zone at 9 p. m. EDST. 

The 15 minute talks differ from the 
straight London newscasts which 
have been widely listened to and in 
some cases have been re-broadcast 
by longwave American stations from 
recordings made here. Commenta- 














megacycles (25 and 31 meters re- 
spectively). 

Additional regular BBC news bul- 
letins are broadcast daily to North 
America as follows: 


Meg. Meters 

12:00 noon 17.81 16.85 
5:45 p. m. 15.31 19.60 
11.75 25.53 

8:30 p. m. 11.75 25.53 
9.58 31.32 | 
| 12:00 midnight 11:75 25.53 
9.58 31.32 | 





Pearson-Allen Starting 





| made for equitable cancellation com- | 


not going on the air | 
|} this summer or fall. 


| 





| Drew Pearson and Bob Allen, 
| Washington columnist team, will | 
start on NBC anyway for Williams 
shaving cream. The network last 
week withdrew its original objec- 
| tions to the twosome but inserted 
jinto the time contract a _ special 
| clause to protect itself any difficulty | 

arising from the pair’s statements on 
| the air. 

Pearson and Allen start their nine- | 

week hitch for Williams, Monday, 
| 8:30-9 p. m. on the blue, » oe 4. 


— 


Washington—Frank Goodwin, for- 
merly with Central News of America 


| and local papers, goes on a full-time 


| basis on NBC news staff, while Ralph 


Falvey, Gerald Gordon and Ralph 
Peterson are on the part-time. 


Army Officer Stands By at Station 


WMA, New York, Plays Active Role in Speeding 


Recruiting Campaign 


Series of programs over WMCA, 


New York, will be used 


Early approval of the Farnsworth | United States Army to help in the 
| current recruiting campaign to de- | 
velop army personnel to full peace- 
spotlight- | York are carrying one minute re-' 
ing talks by various military officials | cruiting appeals at the instigation of 
and 
| mental 
| Friday (14) 10-10:30 p.m. 


Programs, 
using the 16th Infantry regi- 


band, start on the station 


Recruiting officers will 


tioned at the studio to handle what- 
ever applications or requests for in- | 
come in during. Corps recruiting area, j 


| the airings. 


They'll be! cut 
| York's Governor Lehman, 
be sta- |Thompson, Raymond Gram 


for after the broadcasts. Lt. Herbert 


by the | Chase, representing the second corps 


recruiting area, is to have charge of 

At least 3,800 new men 

will be sought via the broadcasts. 
Some 17 other indie outlets in New | 


'Army recruiting officers. Announce- 
ments are on one platter and were 
by President Roosevelt. New | 


Dorothy | 
Swing, | 
7 Gunther, Bill Stern and Col. 

B. Magruder, head of the Second 


tions are available on 11.75 and 9.58 | 


' Children,’ 


\Colmbia Gets Its Lawyer Set As 


Aide to War Advisory Commissiones 


i 


Washington, June 11. © 
Taking steps to align itself wit® 
future possibilities the Columbiz 
Broadcasting System has gotten ar 
appointment for its Washington law 
yer, Paul Porter, to serve as an aide 
to a member of the National Defense 
Advisory Commission. ‘All of us,: 
writes Harry Butcher, CBS Wash) 
ington liaison, in comment there! 
upon, ‘are proud and happy to co} 
‘operate in this way in the further’ 
|ance of National Defense prepara) 
tion.’ ii 
Porter gets: a three months’ leave 
of absence from the CBS payroll te 
become executive assistant to Ad 
visory Commission Member Cheste¢ 
C. Davis (of the Federal Reserve)) 
Porter’s new job involves contact: 
making with the Department of Ag 
riculture, the Surplus Commodities 
;Corp., the Bureau of Agricultura 
Economics, the Agricultural Adjust? 
ment Administration, Reconstructio 
Finance Corp., and the Red Cross, 


NEW DELAY ON 
ASCAP FORMS 


American Society of Composers}, 
Authors and Publishers has post + 
poned the distribution of its new 
radio licensing agreement for an 
other week, When ASCAP’s am 
committee and general counsel me 
Monday (10) to give the contract 
form the final okay, new questions: 
about legal verbiage developed and’ 
the committee voted to turn bac 
the drafted agreement to the lawyers. 
for further revisions. The form 
were to have gone out to broad¢) 
casters yesterday (Tuesday). Mean<’ 
while Broadcast Music, Inc., has is’ 

install 
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| sued the first call for a 15% 
ment of license fees from BMI sub | 
| scribers. It wants to buy some morg 
| catalogs. 

The letter addressed to 294 BM 
subscribers (stations) was as follows 
| ‘There are negotiations presentl 
| pending for the acquisition of musi 
| catalogs which will require substan 
| tial capital and this call has, there 
| fore, been deemed necessary by youd. | 
'directors. BMI is making steady}? 
| progress both in its internal organi ' 
| zation and in the acquisition an 
publication of music. Deals pres 
ently pending make it certain tha 
a large amount of suitable music will { 
be available to broadcasters before 
| the end of 1940. 

‘There seems to be no likelihoo 
that the networks will perform an 





| ASCAP music after the end of th 


year and the elimination of this mu 
sic will not be as difficult a matte 
as might be imagined. You will re<! 
member that during the first six! 
months of 1936, 40°, of the ASCAP 
catalog was dropped from the air by 


most broadcasting stations and by 
all networks without any decrease of! 
listener interest or loss of adver- 
tisers.’ j 

The foregoing statement appar- 


ently refers to the exit of the War 
ner Bros. group. 





ROTATE TALENT 


Deleware Punch Show Making Trade 
Area Tour 





San Antonio, June 1. | 
cast of WOATs ‘Your! 
consisting of Ted Brown, ; 
organist, Monette Shaw, vocalist and ¢ 
Hoyt Andres, announcer and narra- } 
tor, will make a series of personal | 
appearances in the trade territory of | 
its sponsor, the Deleware Punch Co. : 

For the next several weeks they 
will air from WFAA, Dallas and 
KPRC, Houston. Besides the regular } | 
broadcast a special program will Hl 


The 


presented to the dealers and repre- 
sentatives in the area. 
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Paramount's “The Ghost 
| Breakers” defies record 
breaking heat wave to 
break house record of @ 


ia four years standing in 





smash world premiere at 


Michigan Theatre, Detroit. 
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Advertising Agencies Now Protect 


Selves Against Song Plug Swaps 





It has become almost automatic 
now for ad agencies to insert a clause 
in contracts with name dance bands 
which grants the former complete 
authority over the selection of musi- 
cal material. Prime reason for this 
provision is to protect the program’s 
repertoire from being subjected to 
logrolling practices on the part of the 
leader. 

The logrolling angle has been ag- 
gravated by the wide entry of band 
leaders in the music publishing busi- 
ness. Not only are these given to 
swapping plugs among themselves 
but they can get similar breaks from 
leaders who themselves are the writ- 
ers of current tunes on the market. 
It took the agency men a while to 
become privy to this plug interlock- 
ing but now that they know it’s go- 
ing to be tough for a leader to get 
one of his firm’s tunes on his own 
program unless it’s already up in the | 





hit class. 





New Lever Show, 
‘Mortimer Meek, | 
On CBS July 10 


Lever Bros. has contracted with 
CBS for the Wednesday 7:30 to 8:30 
p.m. stretch. Into the first half hour 
will go Lifebuoy’s new _ show,} 
‘Mortimer Meek’ (William Esty 
agency), while the second half will 
be filled this fall by Rinso’s eek | 

| 








Town’ (Ruthrauff &.Ryan). ‘Meek’ 
stanza debuts July 10 with Jack 
Smart in lead. ‘Uncle Jim’s Question | 
Bee’ starts pinchhitting for “Big) 
Town’ June 18 in the latter’s current | 
period, Tuesday 8-8:30 p.m., but on} 
the following week it will have the} 
Monday spot. 

Switch of the Rinso show will also 
affect Ironized Yeast’s ‘Court of 
Missing Heirs.’ Latter show, which 
is likewise handied by Ruthrauff & ' 
Ryan and now follows ‘Big Town,’ | 
will take over the Tuesday 8-8:30 
segment. 

Esty tried to induce Lever Bros. to 
include Canada in the ‘Mortimer 
Meek’ hookup. The J. Walter 
Thompson agency has the Canadian 
end of the Lifebuoy account. Pro- 
posal was vetoed after strong op-| 
position .from Thompson. Account! 
instead decided to renew ‘The | 
Family Man,’ which has been doing | 
an effective job for the product in! 
Canada for the past 26 weeks. 

R & R is.now in the process of 
drawing up contracts to cover 
Edward G. Robinson’s services in 
“Big Town’ for next season. 








TRADE CBS STOCK | John McManus left to take the same| camp out at Totem Lodge for the | Inc., New York; Luther Hill, KO, 





Levy Activity Disclosed 
Summary for April 





Washington, June 11. 


Disposal of chunks of $2.50 par | 


| ~— AFRA-Industry Miles Apart 


Class A common stock of Columbia 
Broadcasting System, Inc., recorded 
last week in the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission’s summary of 
transactions for April. 

Two Philadelphia directors of the 
chain divested themselves of stock 
in the form of gifts to unidentified 
individuals. In three separate trans- 
actions on April 22, Isaac D. Levy 
turned over 206 shares, 124 shares 
and 299 shares—or a total of 629— 
leaving him with 60,846 shares of 
that type stock. Also listed as hold- 
ing 22,819 shares $2.50 Class B com- 
mon at the end of April. 

Gift of 800 shares was listed to 
Samuel Paley, leaving him with 
10,200 shares of Class A and 23,000 
shares of Class B. Twenty shares of 
Class A were sold by Arthur S. Pad- 


April 25. 





Ruth Kohler’s Broadcasts 
Milwaukee, June 11. | 
Ruth De Young Kohler—in private | 


life Mrs. Herbert Kohler of Kohler | calling a strike to impose the code! 





Wrong-Colored Badges 
Gave Philly Stations 
Unhappy Navy Visit 


Philadelphia, June 11. 
Execs of the major networks and 


| local stations are plenty burned at 


the treatment they received at the 
hands of the Navy Department dur- 
ing the launching of the new 33,000 


ton battleship Washington last Satur- 
day (1). Mobile units of the outlets 
and webs were sent white badges 
which they were told would entitle 
them to special courtesies and allow 
them to get close to the launching 
for their broadcasts. 

But when they arrived at the Navy 


| Yard they found that 34,998 other 


people had white badges. A large 
detail of Marines, placed there to 
watch for any ‘Fifth Column’ sabot- 
age refused to allow the radio men 
close to the hull of the ship. In ,ad- 
dition, the web reps were forced to 
walk more than two miles in the 
broiling sun when the leathernecks 
refused to allow them to bring their 
cars any closer to the launching. 

They were later told that they 
should have received red badges that 
would have allowed them into the 
charmed circle with Naval bigwigs 
and other officials. Although the 
broadcasts went over the air as per 
schedule there was plenty of beef- 
ing among the air boys. 


‘POT 0’ GOLD’ REACTION 
AMONG LOCAL SPONSORS 


Buffalo, June 11. 

Some NBC Blue stations that up 
to now spurned giveaways may 
have to do some fast talking with 
Tums’ ‘Pot o’ Gold’ shifting to that 
web June 13. Locally, WEBR nixed 
several shows because of possible 
lottery angles, and now finds itself 
getting the granddaddy of giveaway. 

If local advertisers squawk, sta- 
tion will point out that Justice De- 
partment has found Tums show 
okay. A tongue-in-cheek reply may 
advise backers anxious to gain 
WEBR airtime to take their show to 








Pays Off, Swears Off 


St. Louis, June 11. 

} The City of St. Louis last week 
ceased being a buyer of radio 
time when it paid off $1,200 to 
KSD, WIL, KWK and KMOX 
for spots and five-minute pro- 
grams contracted several months 
ago by the Board of Election 
Commissioners to stimulate reg- 
istering of natives for the forth- 
coming elections. Originally the 
Board of Estimate and Appor- 
tionment nixed payment on the 
grounds that the Election Board 
exceeded its authority in buying 
time, and the stations knew they 
had no right to accept such busi- 
ness. 

Until last week, when the 
Board of Estimate reversed itself, 
the stations were wondering 
whether it would be necessary to 
sue the city or introduce a relief 
bill in the Board of Aldermen 
for their dough. The capitulation 
of the Board of Estimate was 
with the distinct understanding 
that no more radio time would 
be purchased by the Election 
Board or any other city depart- 
ment. ; 


BUDDY BYRONS 
BANGOR TESTS 


Out-of-town tryout will be given a 
new weekly half-hour series being 
readied by William Hawes. It'll be 
broadcast two or _ possibly four 
Thursday mornings over WLBZ, 
Bangor, Me., with recordings being 
taken for submission to agencies and 
sponsors. Starts early in July. 
| Script is by Philo Higley and Ar- 
'thur (Buddy) Byron, Jr. Star will 
'be Arthur Byron, Sr., with Parker 
Fennelly possibly to be featured. 
Harold McGee will probably direct. 
Supporting players will be drawn 
from the cast of the Lakewood the- 
atre, strawhat at Skowhegan, Me. 
Show is called ‘All the World’s a 
Stage’ and is described as an ad- 
venture thriller along the lines of 
‘Big Town.’ Locale is Maine. 

Hawes. who owns the rights to the 
series and will produce and peddle 
it, recently opened an agent-produc- 
tion office in New York, 


' 
‘ 























|Jean Cathon, Vera Holly 


Washington, too. 

One giveaway WEBR nixed is 
‘Flowing Gold,’ now on WKBW. It’s 
gained a heavy local following with 
Kellogg-Tydol Petroleum, sponsor 
plugging it at all their gas pumps. 


Set for Vacation Spots 


Washington, June 11. 

Summer engagements will remove 
two singers from WRC-WMAL for 
the vacation season. Jean Cathon, 
French singer, will go to Club Es- 
|; quire at Montreal and a summer 

JOHN McCARTER TO TIME | lodge at the Delaware Water Gap. 
John McCarter, formerly of the| Returning to Washington in Oc- 
staff of the New Yorker mag, has! tober for appearances at Club Ver- 
joined the staff of Time to become} sailles and WRC-WMAL. 
the radio editor. He’s the third since! NBC warbler Vera Holly will 











Full Confidence’ Vote for BMI 





‘St. Louis District Meetin 





Elliott Roosevelt Asserts 


Of Program Co. Suit 


Suit of Tested Radio Features, Inc., 
against the Texas State Network, 
Inc., was revealed Monday (10) in 
the N. Y. supreme court, when Elliott 
Roosevelt, the defendants’ president, 
sought a dismissal on the grounds of 
improper service. Roosevelt claims 
in an affidavit that service was ef- 
fected in N. Y. on Jan. 26 on Frank 
S. Fenton, former sales head of the 
Texas Network, who, besides not be- 
ing in the defendants’ employ, was 
not within service jurisdiction. 

Suit seeks $10,438, claiming breach 
of an agreement signed March 29, 
1939, whereby the plaintiff licensed 
the Texas Network to broadcast re- 
corded episodes of a program entitled 
‘Calling All Cars,’ twice weekly for 
26 weeks. It is asserted that the de- 
fendant has refused to pay for the 
program. 





is no merit to the claim, as discus- 
sions were held regarding the pro- 
gram, but no binding agreement was 
ever signed. 


AFRA CLAIMS 18 OF 22 
EMPLOYES AT KXOK 


St: Louis, June 11. 
The National Labor’ Relations 
Board in St. Louis is skedded to con- 
duct a hearing, within the next two 
weeks, on the representation of the 








Federation of Radio Artists that it 
has a majority of members among 


the 22 warblers, actors and gabbers | 


employed at KXOK, owned by St. 
Louis Star-Times with whom nego- 
tiations for a contract are pending. 
Last week Nellie Booth, exec. sec. 
of the local AFRA group filed a 
petition with the NLRB examiner, 
King Deer, in which she claimed 


the organization has 18 of the 22 em- | 


ployes as members. 

During huddles on the contract 
question the station asked for a cer- 
tification of the membership. The 
local chapter was preparing to com- 
ply with this demand when the sta- | 
tion requested a hearing... King is | 
assembling all the data and unless | 
the station withdraws its request the | 
hearing will be held. 

The local AFRA chapter also is| 
huddling with KWK for a contract. | 
Confabs have extended over severat| 
months and definite action is ex-| 
pected on the arrival here of James | 
Porter of Detroit, midwestern repre- | 
sentative of the Jabor organization. | 





Faulty Service Defense 


Roosevelt's affidavit asserts there | 


St. Louis Chapter of the American | 


g Urges Change in Zone 


Dates, Also N.A.B. Study of Daylight Saving 
— 





St. Louis, June 11. 

A vote of ‘full confidence’ in Bur 
.an inquiry into daylight savings as 
|it affects broadcasting, re-election 
| of John J. Glin, Jr., WOW, Omaha, 
,as director /for another two-year 
| term, were the highlights of the an- 
|nual two-day meeting of the 10th 
district of the N.A.B., held Friday 
and Saturday (7-8) at Hotel Chase. 

Harold Fair, of WHO, Des Moines. 
after a discussion of the BMI[I- 
ASCAP situation moved that full 
confidence be given BMI. Motion 
was unanimously adopted. Imme- 
diately afterwards, Rev. Father 
Wallace A. Burke, head of WEw, 
the St. Louis University station, an- 
nounced he would sign a BMI con- 
tract. 

A resolution calling on N.A.B. to 
'conduct a survey into daylight sav- 
jing in certain areas of the country 
| because it has become a confusing 
and disrupting factor in program 
schedules and commercial revenues 
also was unanimously adopted. Sev- 
eral speakers called attention to the 
fact that railroads and air lines do 
not change their time with the sea- 
‘sons. Mixups, etc, due to the 
iswitch in time were recounted by 
| severai members. 

' C. E. Arney, N.A.B. representa- 
tive from Washington, was _in- 
structed to draw up an amendment 
to the by-laws changing the dates 
|of meetings in the 17 districts. The 
| proposed amendment would fix the 
| district meeting dates not later than 
Jan, 31 instead of 60 days before 
the national convention. Several 
sides of the question were discussed. 
|some members stating they felt it 
would be useless to attend the na- 
tional meeting when the district 
meetings were held so close to the 
‘big one. Others a&Sserted it would 
be meaningless to sit in at the dis- 
trict sessions if they were held but 
a few weeks prior to the national 
convention. 

Arney will submit the St. Louis 
proposal to the Board of Directors 
and if it ig adopted the 439 mem- 
bers of N.A.B. will receive copies 
before July 4 and in sufficient time 
| to be prepared to vote on it at the 
annual convention in San Francisco, 
Aug. 4-7. 
| Discussions of problems con- 
| fronting broadcasting stations, labor, 
legislation, sales, records, etc., were 
held in executive meetings and ex- 
periences, solutions, etc, were re- 
lated, 

Ray Dady, station manager, KWK, 
was chairman of the committee that 
arranged the meeting, luncheon and 
cocktail party tossed at the finale. 


Those who attended were: Don Searka, 
KOIL, Omaha; C. E. Arney. N.A.B., 
Washington; Gomer Bath, WMBD, Pa- 
oria; Hale Bondurant, WHO, Des Moines; 
Hob Drolich, KDRO, Sedalia; Harold Fair, 
WHO, Des Moines; Dean Fitzer, WIAF, 
Kansas City; L. O. Fitzgibbons, WoC, 
Davenport; Harold Fulton, WHO, Des 
Moines; John J. Gillin, Jr, WOW, 


Omaha; Carl Haverlin, Broadcast manete 
jes 

















“u 


_ | Carlton Balliett, Jr., and Clayton! with Bubbles Becker and his orches- 


position with PM. 


Others, both temporary, were 


| Scott. 
| « 





summer season, near Albany. Prob- 
| ably will be hooked up on NBC blue, 


i tra. 





|Actors Union Has Struggle on Its Hands — Public 
Opinion May Count 


The networks, transcription “com- 
|panies and agencies, having last 


| deal with the American Federation 

of Radio Artists regarding a code 
| for recordings, have so far declined 
| to set a Specific date to start nego- 
| tiations. Various producer groups 
| are balking at~ AFRA’s 
| terms and are considering various 


\ | ways of balking the union. 
gett, New York officer of the web, | 


Apparently the earlier predictions 


| that an agreement would be reached | 


| without delay are not to be fulfilled. 
There 


is some talk that the em- 
ployers may resort to injunction 
proceedings to prevent AFRA from 


proposed | 


| public sentirhent against strikes or 


; other action by either labor or em- | 
week formed a joint committee to| ployers tending to make life tougher | West a 


| is likely to affect the entire situa- 
| tion. Neither the courts nor the 
| public is figured likely to tolerate 
|; drawn-out strikes, particularly in 
| such a vital industry as radio at a 
time of admitted crisis, such as the 
present. For that reason, AFRA 
may have to accept considerably re- 
vised terms than those contained in 
its proposed code. 

Despite the letter sent by Mrs. 
Emily Holt, AFRA executive-secre- 
tary, requesting the transcribers to 
‘come in and sign’ the code ‘which 
our members have negotiated,’ the 





(plumbing dynasty), Wis., opened a! forcibly. On the other hand, AFRA| proposed terms are not regarded as 


series of weekly broadcasts 
women on Thursday afternoons from 
WGN, Chicago. She is commenting 
on: women’s news, women in war, 
women in politics, education, busi- 
ness, science, professions and house- 
keeping. 

hheniy Weber's orchestra opens 
and closes commentary. 4 





for; may permit the negotiations to stall, final, by any means. 


along until August, when the regu- 
lar sustaining agreement with the 
networks expires. That might en- 
able the union to strike jointly 
against transcriptions and sustaining 
programs and thus tie up the broad- 
casting picture more completely. 


However, the rapidly-crystalizing' employers under a mass of verbiage. | in a number of folk dances. 


Transcription 
| peadurers merely dismiss the sug- 
gestion that only the union members 
should do the negotiating. AFRA’s 
| proposed scales are viewed as far 
| out of line, while the long and com- 
plicated list of regulations is seen 
as merely an attempt to bury the 





CAROLINE ELLIS’ PACT 


Her ‘Golden Store’ Under Binder to 
General Mills ’Til ’45 








| Kansas City, June 1l. | 
| Caroline Ellis last week signed a 
; pact with General Mills to air her | 
|‘Golden Store’ over the CBS for a| 
five-year term. Arthur B. Church, 
president of KMBC, controls show. 
Deal was closed by Church and Mix | 
Dancer, of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
|mert Agency. 

‘Golden Store’ just completed a 
year on NBC-red, which followed a 
26-week stint on WHO, Des Moines. 
It’s in recess until Oct. 7, while Car- 
oline Ellis vacations through the 
nd winds up with a spell on | 
| her Kansas farm, on which she draws 
for characters. 

When Miss Ellis went to General 
Mills, Fran Heyser, KMBC program 
director, went along as producer, a 
capacity he still fills. 











Minneapolis. June 11, 

When the all-Swedish program 
highlights the National Underwriters 
convention here Tuesday (11), four | 
WCCO artists will capitalize on their | 
Scandinavian heritage. Rollie John- | 
son will emcee the show, Clem Bor- | 
land and Karen Strand will warble | 
a few Swedish songs, Wally Olson, | 
WCCO music director, will lead the 
orchestra. : 

Members of the Minneapolis Nor- 
rona Leikarring will swish and swirl 





| Moines; 


WCC0’s All-Swede Show | 


Moines; Oscar Hirach, KFVS, Cape Girar- 
A. Kennedy, KVFO, Fi. 


Lawrence, 


Charles 
Craig 


dean; 


Jouwe: KRNT, 


Buryl Lottridge, WOC, 
port; J. O. Maland, WHO, Des 
(y Rapp, KMA, Shenandoah; 
Reuss, WOW, Omaha; R. H. 
KMA, Shenandoah; Vernon H. Smith, 
KOWH, Omaha; «. L. Thomas, KFRU, 
Columbia; Woody W oods, WHO. Des 
Moines; KB. C. Woodward, KFNF, Shensn- 
dosh: William B. Quarton, WMT, ‘edar 
Rapids; Merle S. Jones, John Bohn, Arthur 
Casey and Ken Church, KMOX, St. Louis; 
lL. A, Benson, Bill Durney and Claude 
Rook, WIL, St. Louis; Robert T. Convey, 
Mike Carmichael, Ray Dady and Robert 
Sampson. KWK, St. Louis; Father Wal- 
lace A. Burke, WEW; Edgar Bill, WMBIDD 


Peoria, 


WRC BOOTH AT HOME 
ECONOMICS CONVENTION 


Washington, June ILI. 

Home Forum of WRC to have 

special representation at the Amer't- 

can Home Economics Association's 
| annual convention at Cleveland 
June 23. 

Mary Mason, director of women’s 
program for WRC-WMAL, will be 
in charge of the NBC booth at the 
convention, transcribing descriptions 
of the affair for listeners to the daily 
program. 


JIMMY SCRIBNER BACK 


Jimmy Scribner’s one-man show, 
‘The Johnson Family,’ returns to the 
air over Mutual next Monday (17? 
after a five-week vacation. Six- 
weekly series will have a new time, 


William 
Sawyer, 











11:45 a.m, 


Three of the sustainer shots will 
also be short-waved by WRUL, Bos- 


‘ ton, 
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RADIO BOXOFFICE REPORTS 


(Unit Grosses for Last Week and Previous Week) 


—_——_ —_—_— 


BALTIMORE 


(WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 


york Local National Total 
—— Units Spot Units Units 
7,760 5,225 2,297 15,282 
7,755 5,090 2,078 14,923 
40.06% +2.6% +10.5% +2.3% 


Some improvement noted here due 
to biz breaking last week. National 
spot picking up most of slack occa- 
sioned by recent seasonal schedule 

indups. 

‘ WFBR 

Gibbs Packing Co., through Cahn, 
Miller & Nyberg, noontime news 
strip. 

Socisiam Gingerale, through Jo- 
seph Katz, thrice-weekly newscasts. 


_ CHICAGO 


(WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
9,355 §,177 10,111 24,643 
9,355 5,188 10,105 24,648 

* —02% +005% -—0.2% 





*No change. 

There is considerable interest re- 
garding future bookings on the 
ether; queries regarding possible 
time on the stations starting late in 
August or early September, but for 
the main the current attitude of ad- 
vertisers is to hold tight and await 
developments. 


CINCINNATI 


(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,485 8,224 5,844 18,553 
4,440 8,302 5,761 18,503 
+1% -—0.9% +14% +0.2% 
WERC 
Shillito’s, department store, 20 spot 
announcements, 


Mill End Shops, draperies, local, 
spot announcements. 

Crown Cork & Seal Co., through 
Benjamin Eshelman agency, three 
five-minute periods weekly. 


DENVER 


(KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

7,173 4,160 1,540 12,873 

7,148 4,350 1,304 12,802 

403% —43% +18% +0.5% 
KLZ 

Goodrich Silvertown Stores, 


through Shaw agency, quarter-hour 
sports review, alternate days, three 
months, 

Diamond Gas & Fuel Co. through 
Ted Levy agency, quarter-hour sports 
review, alternate days, three months. 

Chrysler Motors, through Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, 20 one-min. ET's. 

KFEL 

Fruit Industries Wine of Califor- 
nia, through Brisacher, Davis agency, 
10 chain breaks weekly, 13 weeks. 

Norge Home Appliance Co., through 
Curt Frieberger agency, 78 next-to- 
news 5-min, programs. 

‘Col. Wilkie for President Club,’ 
17 chain breaks, with some member 
of the committee giving the an- 


_ nouncements. 


Ten announcements each to these: 
Air Flow Heating. 

Zall Furniture Co, 
Kohler-Mc Lister. 

Crown Drug Co. 

Monarch Feed Mills. 

Atlas Auto Sales. 

Day Mortuary. 

Denver Union Bus Terminal. 
Ben Franklin Stores. 

Duffy Moving & Storage. 


DES MOINES 


(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,230 3,182 4,443 14,805 
7,440 3,310 4,791 15,541 
—28% —5.3% —7.2% —4.7% 





} 
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DETROIT 


(CKLW, WJBK, WJR, WMBC, WWJ, 


WXYZ) 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,085 10,166 4,429 22,680 
8,445 11,523 4,837 24,805 
—4.4% —13.3% —9.2% —9I9.3% 


Sharp dip in virtually all cate- 
gories is considered seasonal and is 
not alarming station ops as yet. Lat- 
ter figure influx of war orders will 
more than offset normal drop in 
auto-plant employment next few 
months, and hope to cash in on extra 
biz when it presents itself. 

With sale of its ‘Day in Review,’ 
station’s oldest newscast, to S. S. 
Kresge 5-and-10 stores, WXYZ now 
is carrying total of 47 sponsored 
news broadcasts per week, only two 








How Units Are Figured 


Dollar volume is omitted from 
these reports. So, too, are the 
breakdowns of individual sta- 
tions. Grouped market figures 
only are given. 


One minute of commercial 
time is figured as one unit. 
Thus a sponsored hour is 60 
units, a half hour 30 units, and 
so on. 

Chainbreaks, time _ signals, 
spot announcements in partici- 
pation programs are counted as 
one unit each. 











news periods now being open. Kresge 
is bankrolling ‘Review’ 15 minutes 
five times weekly, with Saturday’s 
program being carried as sustainer. 





+ 





HARTFORD 


(WDRC, WTHT, WTIC) 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,176 2,084 1,546 10,806 
7,362 2,077 1,498 10,937 
—2.5% +0.3% +3.2% —1.1% 


KANSAS CITY 


(KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, 


WDAF, WHB) 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
6,405 6,792 7,055 20,252 
6,405 6.916 7,190 20.511 
*  —-18% —18% —1.2% 





* No change. 
Biz little off in most spots and 


+ 





blamed on coming of summer. Losses, 
though small, were reported from 
nearly every station, and gains were 
a scarcity. Fluctuation thus contin- 
ues trend begun several weeks ago. 


LOS ANGELES 


(KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, KMPC, 


KNX) 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
10,414 11,142 1,819 23,375 
10,464 11,412 1,802 23.678 
—04% —23% 409% —1.2% 
KHJ 


Lyon Storage, through Charles 
Mayne, 52 five-min. transcriptions. 

Beckman Furs, through Glasser 
Adv., 90 participations in newscasts. 

Sunnyvale Packing, through Lord 


(Continued on page 28) 
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“SPHERE 


INFLUENCE’ 
OT USETS of WLW eee 


HUNTINGTON 


West Virginia 











In the 17 counties (parts of three states) that 
form the Huntington trading area is a great 
buying power, responsive, in notable degree, to 
the voice of WLW. Huntingion merchants and 
wholesalers daily see this influence at work in 
-the quicker movement of WLW-advertised 
brands—a natural result of the size and loyalty 
of WLW’s audience in this area. 








HUNTINGTON, W. VA. 


Population, 1930 75,600 

Retail Sales, 1939 $27,504,000 * 

Wholesale Sales, 1939 $35,865,000 * 

@, of Nation’s Buying Power 133* 
(trading area) 

Radio Homes 20,680 
(Cabell County) 

“Estimated by Sales Management. 
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BUREAU OF MISSING BUSINESS 


Under this magnifying glass, Variety occasionally studies 


some industry or line of business which for one reason or an- 


other usually offers resistance to radio solicitation, 
there have been considerations of the department store, 


In the past 
the 


insurance company, the tire manufacturer, and many others. 
The object of these Missing Business articles has been to stimu- 
late trade thought and to report, as far as known, some ot the 
market conditions or work-habits of the reluctant groups. ) 





No. 17—General Motors 


Although perhaps 30 of the coun- 
try’s 100 leading advertisers do not 
use radio the fact that General Mo- 
tors does not is perhaps the great- 
est single cause of unhappiness to the 


networks. General Motors is a chal- 
lenge. Perodically NBC or CBS 
sends one or more of its best minds 
to Detroit with accompanying charis, 
graphs and data. Invariably they 
are courteously greeted, patiently 
listened to and urbanely bowed out 
without a contract. 


Actually the prospects are not 
hopeless. In particular General Mo- 
tors is said to have been tantalized 
by the new radio argument that its 
coverage is wider, more penetrating 
and cheaper. 
has gone a line of statistical analysis 
of population, of car buying, and of 


the purported economic level from | 


which Detroit must hereafter look 
-for volume betterment. Radio has 
some unique points. The whole ra- 
dio sales promotion campaign, need- 
less to say, keeps hammering the 
fortifications of newspapers and 
magazines for whom the motors have 
shown a steady loyalty. 

Historically occasional units of 
General Motors have used the ether, 
and even General Motors itself for a 
short spell, yet the GM corporation 
has been a lost cause most of the 
way. 

In recent years Ford, Studebaker, 
Chrysler have used the air frequent- 
ly and rather heavily. GM _ has 
one particular answer to radio: -the 
union situation makes it impossible 
for them to signature for air sched- 


ules since the company never knows | 


when a strike might hit ’em and 
force ’em to. curtail production. 
Should a strike occur and cars are 
no longer available to prospective 
purchasers, an immediate curtail- 
ment can be made in advertising 
placements. in magazines, newspa- 
pers and posters, but no such curtail- 


With this argument | 


+ 





!ment is permitted in radio with its 
13-week set contracts. 
| Radio answers that during 


the public, but GM has not seen it 
that way. 


has steadily increased even in strike 


vears, and insists that use of radio’ 


could stabilize the sales spread of 


automobiles in each of the four sea- | 
sons, instead of using radio strictly | 


for special selling of new models 
and for dealer good-will. 

Best opinion in Detroit at the mo- 
ment is that rush to build up U. S. 
defense, requiring considerable 
mechanization by automotive indus- 
try, will not result in any greatly 
curtailed production of cars and 
‘trucks during the coming model 
‘year. As a result, advertising media, 
including radio, should not be af- 


\fected too adversely if situation-re- 


mains as is and U. S. isn’t drawn into 
actual hostilities. 

Early reports from Washington of- 
‘ficials that speedup in armaments 
‘would necessitate complete switch- 
‘over of machine tool shops to air- 
plane work—thereby shutting off 
work on 1941 auto changes—drew 
considerable laughter from the auto- 
motive industry experts who pointed 
out that dies, etc., for 1941 models 
| were virtually completed and would 


be finished long before government | 


| could call on machine tool shops for 
‘aid. Pointed out that Capitol boys 
| were just about a year late and that 
| Washingtonians actually meant 1942 
! models, on which tooling would or- 
dinarily begin in the next few 
/months, automobile-building being 
| the far-looking-ahead proposition it 
is. 
| Unless there arises an immediate 
|need for complete switchover of 
‘automotive factories to making air- 
| planes, munitions, tanks, etc., in the 
| event the U. S. should be drawn into 
|the war, there appears no reason to 
|believe that the defense-building 
| program will greatly interfere with 
iregular auto making, since most of 
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such | 
strike periods the radio may be used 
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Radio also points out that, 
in spite of strikes the GM business | 
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| 
'the automotive plants under normal 
periods are at least one-thira, andj alas 
‘sometimes one-half, idle. Credence & Thomas, 260 participations 


‘to this is found in Henry Ford’s Norma Young's ‘Happy Homes.’ 


| statement last week that Ford Motor | - hee : wa 
| Co. could make 1,000 airplanes per | Allen, 65 participations in Happy 


| day, if design was standardized, gov- | Homes. 


| : —. KNX 
and | ‘ 
penernnay ae ae ae | Mentholatum Co., through Dillard 


; ; fe a | Jacobs, 50 weather reports. 
cng ae ge ay sie | Loma Linda Food, through Lisle 
hy p Mirena oo airplane produc- | Sheldon, 78 participations in Fletcher 


» : i ination. 
tion would not interfere with regular | Wiley combination 


‘auto ‘and truck manufacture. 
However, everyone expects a slight | Wiley combo 
fall-off in automotive production, ; May Co., through Milton Weinberg, 


chiefly because factories will be! , oe ae - ; 
booming in generat and less pressure | 78 participations in Wiley combo. 








Robert F. Dennis, 18 participations in 


sakighet Langendorf Bakeries, 

is likely to be exerted on auto deal- | Leon Livingston. 10 time signals. 

ers for volume sales. There is an- | KFI 

other factor—the most important, mn | Thrifty Drug, through Milton 


fact—to be considered in viewing | Weinberg, 31 spots. 
auto sales during the coming season,/ Coast Federal Savings, 
and that is the consumer. Currently | Robert F. Dennis, 31 participations in 
he is a bit wary on buying new cars,| art Baker's ‘Notebook,’ 
as a result of the German Blitzkrieg, | patch’ and Bridge Club. 
‘but with more employment and) 
higher wages certain under the U. S. 
defense program it is considered | 
likely that retail 
hysteria has passea. 
On this eventuality, of course, de- Tales.’ 
,pends almost entirely the fate of, William Thompson Co., through 
| automotive advertising over ozone Philip Meany, 26 quarter-hour broad- 
|during coming season. With fac- casts of ‘The Family Doctor.’ 
| tories less given to pressuring for, Coast Federal Savings, 
volume sales, simply because of Or-| Robert Dennis, 180 spots. 


ders of all types swamping the place | 
NEW YORK CITY 


| plus the inability of most companies | 
(WHN, WMCA, WNEW, WOR, 


‘Garden 


13 spots. 
KECA 


through 


; to meet more than a normal amount | 
_of retail car demand, it may easily | 











| 





General Electric, through BBDO, , —9-7% 


| 
| 
{ 


| 
' 


| 


/come about that auto sales will fall | WQXR) 
, below the strong pace set during the Network Local National 
| 1940-model season. In which case,! Units Units Spot Units Units 
| there'll be less advertising shekels 630 9.655 16,160 
| to go around, since ad budget is 630 9.659 16,285 26.574 | 
based on around $14 per car sold. | * —0.04% —0.7% —0.4% 
| 
Strike Clause Invoked | * No change. 
Manhattan Pontiac Corp. took ad- | WNEW 
vantage of a clause in its contract; O'Sullivan Rubber Heel 


with WMCA, New York, last week | through Bermingham, Castleman & | 
and pulled its show off the air. Rider | Pierce, three quarter-hour weekly, | 
|reserved the right to cancel imme-| 52 weeks, ‘Make Believe Ballroom’. | 
idiately in the event of an employee| Perth Amboy Arena, through Ra- 


: er a er ‘ | news-quiz program 
jlabor strike at the Pontiac plant in} dio Adv. Corp. daily ten minutes of | theatre for 52 weeks. 


.Pontiac, Mich. One was called last; pop music. 

| week. | E. Regensburg & Sons (Admira- 
Shew, with Lee Grant’s WMCA/| tion cigars), through Rose-Martin, 10 
|house orchestra, and Ziggy Lane, | announcements and three quarter-| 
| singer, had been airing from the sta- | hours weekly. 

| tion’s New York World’s Fair studios | _ Eastern Wine Corp., through H. C. | 
| Sunday and Thursday, 7:30-8 p.m. | Morris, 60 announcements weekly, | 

| 


| 
| 


52 weeks. 





i] 


| vertising, three quarter-hours week- 


Vacation Community Pays ba doen 
1G Monthly Wire Costs | Welding Training Institute, 


through Albert E. Herbert, 52 an- 


For New York Ballyhoo °°" wan | 
| 


Oakite Products Co., through Cal- | 


, | kins & Holden, renewal of partici- 
What amounts to a commercial to | pations in ‘Polly the Shopper’. 


exploit the town of Sharon Springs, Frid: 

New York,. will start on ics. uae a ee a its 
N. Y., July 3. Board of Trade of the ; WMCA ; 

burg will underwrite the cost of| Warren & Arthur Smadbeck (real | 
| wires to pipe to WMCA the music | estate), six quarter-hours weekly 
|of a band at the Pavillion Hotel | ‘Zeke Manners’ Gano’ | 
there. Band is as yet unnamed. | ith 








| Wire charges will rise to a bit over | announcements. 
$1,000 monthly for two weekly half | | 


hour shots, Wednesday and Friday SAN ANTONIO 


j 
| 
10-10:30 p.m. 
Setup appears to be the champ of | ‘KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, | 
| WOAI) | 


|long distance remotes as the dis- | 








Dodge, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, | = 
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in; hour political talks over Texas State 


| web. 
Helms Bakeries, through Martin | 


Announcements to the followine: 
Potchernick Hardware Co. " 
Seekatz Barbecue. 
Lande Jewelry Co. 
Joske Bros. 
Guarantee Motors. 
Jamison Auto Supply Co. 
KMAC 
The Record Shop, daily quarter- 


Coast Federal Savings, through: hour audience participation show. 


WOAI 
Sherwin-Williams, renewal of an. 
nouncements in newscasts. 
Southern Select Beer, daily an- 


through nouncement in Spanish. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, KSFO) 


through | Network Local National Total 
Units Units SpotUnits Units 
8,310 3,552 1,619 13,481 
8,370 3,174 1,903 13,447 
+11.9% —15.1% —0.2% 
KPO 


Armour Co. (Treet), through Lord 


demand will | Knudsen Creamery, through Heintz: & Thomas, ‘Your Treat,’ thrice week- 
Pickering, 26 quarter-hour ‘Twilight | ly quarter-hours, 52 weeks. 


KFRC 

Dodge, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
10 one-minute ET's. 

William L. Hughson Co. (auto 
dealers), through Harry Elliott 
agency, 134 announcements in seven 
months. 

Southern Pacific, through Lord & 
Thomas, eight announcements. 


Charles Brown & Sons (dept. 


| store), through La Bess Eisen agency, 
Total | 60 announcements. 


Gardner Nursery, through North- 


26.445 west Radios 30 five-min. discs. 


KSFO 
Weinstein’s Department Store, 
through Long Advertising, announce- 
ments. 


Schwabacher-Frey, placed direct, 


| announce Ss. 
Co. a cements 


Royal Typewriter Co., placed di- 
rect, announcements. 


Langendorf United Bakeries, 


| through Leon Livingston, half-hour 


from Orpheum 
National Funding Corp., through 
Smith & Bull, thrice-weekly news- 
casts for six months. 
Dodge, through Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
announcements. 
KYA 
National Rodeo Association, placed 


Krasne Bros., through Peck Aa- | direct, ET's. 


Cambria Development Co. (Cam- 


| bria Pines), through Allied Adver- 
| tising, two weekly studio programs. 


Life Pensions of U. S. A., placed 


direct, studio programs. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


| Network Local National Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,526 2,707 1,121 10,354 
6,576 2,819 1,427 10,822 
—0.7% —3.8% —21% —4.3% 


Heavy drop in local units due to 
number of baseball games rained 


KUTA 
Saltair Amusement Center, through 


‘| R. T. Harris agency, 52 announce- 
ments. 


Makoff's, 26 one-min. spots. 


SEATTLE 


tance between the pickup and broad- | Network Local National Total | 
cast points is almost 200 miles. Units Units Spot Units Units | (KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KXA) 
| _ ire Lage 2,142 14,803| Network Local National Total 
: ,450 2,539 15,558| Units Units Spot Units Units 
SP ECTACULAR USE —5.6% —0.5% * -15% _4'3% | 4,535 10,114 1,027 15,676 
KA8C 4,515 10,576 919 16,010 
OF WDAY MOBILE UNIT Ernest O. Thompson, five quarter-/ 4-0.4% —4.3% +11.7% —2% 











Fargo, N. D., June 11. _ | 
New mobile unit owned by WDAY 
| here was recently used to take an | 
| X-ray of a 70-year-old woman’s in- | 
| Jured leg. Victim lived on a farm 70 | 
| miles from here, with no electricity 
| within miles. Station’s mobile unit 
| was brought to the spot over roads 


| made almost impassable by the re- 
| cent heavy rains. Tractors, horses 
and manpower were all used in the 
' undertaking. 

| Unit’s generator supplied the 
| power for the X-ray, which revealed 
the nature of the woman’s injuiry 
and permitted treatment to proceed. 
; Other uses of the unit have included 
| the chase and capture of a fugitive 
' criminal, location of lost persons, 
| broadeasts of fires and similar spot 
| events, including the visit of Crown 
| Prince Olaf of Norway last summer. 








Beulah Karney’s Operation 
Kansas City, June 11. 
| Beulah Karney, conductor of 
| KMBC’s ‘Happy Kitchen,’ last week | 





| underwent an appendectomy at Re- 


, search hospital. Reccvery is at a 


rapid pace. 
| During the interim Dorothy Mur- | 
| phy, of - Independence, Mo. will 


‘handle her daily quarter hour. { 
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WNEW, NY., USES 
PHONE BOOKS 
ALA TUMS 


WNEW, N. Y., has a ‘Pot o’ Gold’ 
of its own. It’s tagged ‘Pete’s Money’ 
and makes its appeal exclusively to 
kid listeners. Giveaway is tacked on 
to a recorded version of the ‘Buck 
Rogers’ serial, with the twosome 
plugging Popsicle. 

Stunt makes use of telephone 
books from all communities in the 
New York area and the winners are 
selected according to Tums’ ‘Pot 0’ 
Gold’ formula. The prize is $2.50 for 
one child in the family called and 
each additional child gets a mer- 
chandise order for Popsicles, 


Karl Koerper Added 
Title at Church’s KMBC 


Kansas City, July 11. 
Karl Koerper gets a new post at 
KMBC. To his title of vice-president 
of the Midland Broadcasting Co. is 
added that of managing director. 
Arthur B. Church, president, award- 


ed promotion on Koerper’s second 
anniversary with the company. Fol- 
lows the arrival of Sam Bennett as 
new director of sales for KMBC. 

Koerper is in Hollywood to attend 
biz matters of the Texas Rangers, 
KMEC singing ensemble, working in 
a Republic picture with Judy Canova 
and appearing on the Gene Autry 
‘Melody Ranch’ CBS show. He also 
attended the guest date of Bonnie 
King, KMBC gal singer, on Al 
Pearce’s Columbia net show last Fri- 
day (7). 











Hartley one-time Broad- 
wayite, 


British citizen. 


Power, 


and stayed put ever since. 
about it on BBC. 


Agent Rosemont Fights 
$702 Lee-Dannay Suit 


N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Peter 
Schmuck has reserved decision on 
an application by Walter L. Rose- 
mont, agent, to dismiss a $702 action 
against him by two clients, Manfred 
B, Lee, and Frederic Dannay. De- 
cision was also reserved on an at- 
tempt to toss out the plaintiff's 
counter claim defense. 

Complaint seeks to break a con- 
tract entered into June 8, 1939, grant- 
ing Rosemont 10% of the net re- 
ceived by the plaintiffs from the 
broadcasting by CBS of ‘The Ad- 
ventures of Ellery Queen.’ The com- 
plaint asserts that the contract would 
not have been entered into had not 
Rosement represented that he was 
negotiating with CBS for the ser- 
vices of the plaintiffs as writers, and 
had they known that they would not 
receive such a contract, they would 
not have signed. 

In his dismissal attempt, Rosemont 
claims that the complaint is sham, 
that he made an attempt to sell the 
plaintiffs at Columbia, and he is 
seeking $20,000 in a counter action, 
claiming that amount is due him in 
commissions, 


WEBR Gets Lotsa E. 1.’s 


Buffalo, June 11. 

Wax business is boomish at WEBR, 
which has signed Sterling Products, 
Inc., to 90 minutes each weekday of 
pop record-spinning and_ Elliott 
Roosevelt’s 15-minute discs three 
times weekly. Account for 52 weeks 
is through Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert. 

John J. Gibson Co., auto“dealers, 
has taken six-week stretch of five 
and 15-minute shots totaling one 
hour 45 minutes weekly. Placed 
direct. 

Paul J. Davis shoes is on for 26 
weeks with weekly five-minute setto. 
Placed direct. National Biscuit Co. 
has renewed ‘Make Believe Ball- 
room’ for 13 weeks. 

Live stuff at WEBR Includes 13- 











week ticket from Larkin Department 


revealed he’s been made; store for two 15-minute organ ree 
Legiter made his, citals weekly, and addition of a sec- 
hit in West End with ‘Broadway’ 
Told | Cy King for Adam Meldrum & An- 


|ond 10-minute weekday newscast by 


derson Co. 


Wows the Cons 


St. Louis, Jurfe 11. 

The usual Sunday a.m. services 
in the chapel at the Menard, IIL, 
penitentiary were brushed aside 
last week when Pappy Cheshire 
and his KMOX galaxy of hill 
building. The yodeling and banjo 
plunking made a hit with the 
plunking, made a hit with the 
2,000 cons, who, with no place to 
go, encored so strenuously that 
what was skedded for a 60-min- 
ute performance was stretched to 
two hours. 

It has been a long time since 
the billies received so much ap- 
plause, and they are likely to 
give a repeat performance soon. 




















WILL CATALOG 


EDUCATIONAL 
DISCS 


Columbus, June 11. 

Staff of the Evaluation of School 
Broadcasts, Ohio State University, is 
at work appraising educational re- 
cordings, findings to be publistfed in 
catalog: form this summer. Listings, 
similar to those of the American As- 
sociation of School Film Libraries, 
will include data on both content 
and possibilities as educational 
media. 

Work is under direction of J. R. 
Miles of the ESB staff. 








New Oregon Stations 


Portland, Ore., June 11. 


A new radio station will be built 
at The Dalles, Ore., by Western Ra- 
dio Corp. Station will operate at 
1220 k.c. with 100 watts nights and 
250 watts day power. 

KUIN, Grants Pass, Ore., newly 
authorized by FCC to increase watt- 
age from 100 to 250. 





Senator Uses Thad Brown Term Issue 
To Ask ‘What Happened to Monopoly?’ 











‘JOHNSON FAMILY’ SUIT 
BY WOR IN SETTLEMENT 


Suit of WOR, New York, against 
William Irving Hamilton, Inc. and 
Ramsdell, Inc., for alleged breach of 
contract was discontinued last week 
in the N. Y. federal court.’ Action 
sought $25,874 damages, 


On April 25, Judge Henry Warren 
Goddard granted the plaintiff par- 
tial summary judgment in the 
amount of $5,940 and declared there 
was no issue as to the remaining 
money, $14,630, as the plaintiff was 
only entitled to any part of that 
which could be proven as actual 
damage. 


This part of the complaint was 
then referred to a referee to deter- 
mine, but a settlement has been 
worked out between the parties, ob- 
viating the necessity of a referee’s 
services. The defendants sponsored 
‘The Johnson Family’ over WOR, 
and the contract called for 39 weeks 
starting July 24, 1939. On Oct. 23, 
the defendants sought to cancel, but 
WOR refused to accept the cancella- 
tion, and put the program on sus- 
taining to the end. The station then 
sued for the balance of the contract. 
The $14,630 could be secured only 
if the plaintiff could show that an 
effort was made to secure another 
sponsored program during the time 
that the program was cancelled. If 
an attempt was made, and was not 
successful, the station would have 
been entitled to full damages. 








Longview Now Full View 


Longview, Tex., June 11. 

Station KFRO here is now operat- 
ing on a frequency of 1340 kilocycles 
with a power of 1,000 watts full time. 
Heretofore was on days only on 1370 
kilocycles with 250 watts power. 

A special 45-minute program was 
aired last week by the station in 
honor of the occasion. 








Washington, June 11. 
Roundabout inquiry into the FCC 
delay in producing the report on the 
chain-monopoly investigation is 
docketed for Wednesday (12). The 


Senate Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee will do some digging when it 
considers President Roosevelt’s nomi- 
nation of Commissioner Thad H. 
Brown, only remaining veteran of 
the old Federal Radio Commission, 
for a full seven-year term. 

Hearing has been arranged at re- 
quest of Senator Charles Tobey of 
New Hampshire. Still displeased by 
failure of probers to answer his 
letters asking an explanation for the 
long time taken in producing a set 
of findings and recommendations, 
He asked Chairman Burton K. 
Wheeler for a chance to fire ques- 
tions at the Ohioan, even though the 
veteran Commissioner, who has been 
acting chairman of the chain-mo- 
nopoly group for the past year, be- 
longs to his own political party. 

Tobey is said to resent efforts to 
dissuadt him from making political 
capital out of the slowness of the 
FCC. Even though a Republican 
would be burned if a fire is started, 
the New Hampshire solon reputedly 
feels there is something rotten which 
ought to be ventilated. The explana- 
tions given him sotto voce are suf- 
ficient, friends declare. 

Since Tobey first directed atten- 
tion to the Commish committee's 
tardiness, some panicky activity has 
occurred. But the report still is a 
mystery. Over a week ago, predic- 
tions (latest of many) were that the 
committee would turn over its sum- 
mary ‘in a few days.’ All last week 
there was much talk about the re- 
port but no progress visible from 
the outside. 





Leslie Mitchell, voice of Movie- 
tone news, now doing added stunt 
on radio with permission of the 
newsreel concern. He is handling 
interviews and emceeing—no news. 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 


B. B. D. & O. last week surprised the trade with the type of copy it 
elected to use for Saturday Evening Post spot plugging of an article in 
its current issue, namely, ‘Attack’. Some of the stations were leery about 
putting the announcement for fear that scattered listeners might miss the 
opening line and re-enact the exciting episode which accompanied the 
Orson Welles-Mars broadcast of two years ago. 

The Satevepost announcement was shot out Tuesday (4) by B. B. D. & O.’s 
New York office for airing the following day, and here's how it read: 

‘Here’s a dramatic preview of what could happen if America were at 
war! A U. S. aircraft carrier speeds to battle! It must stop the enemy 
until the Atlantic Squadron gets into action’ Enemy bombers are sighted! 
Wavy fighters attack! Machine guns flame! Bombers crash! Over the 
Atlantic rages a. hair-raising dog fight! So begins the war story—Attack!— 
starting in the Saturday Evening Post out today! It’s vivid, authentic, 
packed with suspense, is written by an expert flier. Read how navy wings 
defend America. Don’t miss the new serial called ‘Attack’ beginning in 
today’s Saturday Evening Post.’ 








Suit of Time, Inc., against Anschel Barshay, doing business as the ‘Voice 
of Time,’ was settled and discontinued Friday (7) in the N. Y. federal 
A final decree, entered Dec. 27, 1939, against the defendant had 
been appealed, but under the settlement the decree is withdrawn, and Time 
withdraws its right for an accounting of damages and profits, and the 
appeal is dropped, leaving just the injunction standing. 

It is claimed that the defendant, who broadcast radio performances from 
records of celebrities, was infringing on Time’s rights, by using the title 
‘The Voice of Time’. Judge Clarence Galston on Dec. 27, 1939, issued an 
injunction and ordered an‘accounting. 

Bonny King, KMBC, Kansas City, singer, went to Hollywood last week 
to join Al Pearce show as initial guester under a program change which 
is to bring a potential radio personality to the show weekly. Dick Marvin 
of Esty Agency, auditioned Miss King during a plane stopover in K. C. 
several weeks ago. She’s second KMBC regular to make the Hollywood 
trip recently, following Arthur Church’s Texas Rangers going into Gene 
Autry show for several weeks. 

Felix Adams, program boss, and Chick Allison, publicity director, lined 
up a special half hour broadcast from the muny air terminal at midnight 
June 1 as a farewell party for Miss King. 








After July 4, ‘The Aldrich Family’ will occupy the 8:30 p.m. half of the 
Thursday 8-9 p.m. hour on the NBC red. This will follow a two-week fill- 
in of the Jello time commitment Sundays at 7 p.m. Jack Benny is quitting 
two weeks earlier this season and, following the commitment, the General 
Foods decision will leave the time to NBC sustaining. Jello is electing for 
the first time in its Sunday night broadcast history to observe a six-week 
hiatus rather than designate a regular hot weather substitute program. 

For the summer, another General Foods program, ‘We, The People,’ will 
switch from plugging Sanka to the ballyhooing of Grape Nuts. 





For the first time in history a university’s commencement speaker was 
not present at the exercises, but gave his talk over a major network. He 
was J. Edgar Hoover, head of FBI, slated to address Drake University, 
Des Moines. Because of pressing work in Washington, Hoover offered to 
broadcast his speech over WOL and the Mutual network direct to the 
graduating class. Arrangements were under direction of KSO, Des Moines, 
Mutual-NBC affiliate. 

Frank Danzig figures he qualifies as a quick-change artist after his shift 
over last weekend from WHN, New York, to WMCA, New York. His last 
duty as assistant night manager of WHN was to sign the station off the air 
at 3 a.m. Sunday (9). 

Just five-and-a-half hours later, at 8:30 a.m., as a member of the WMCA 
announcing staff, he sleepily made the opening morning spiel for the 
latter station. 








Appeal of Edgar H. Twamley, WBEN, Buffalo, director, in last week’s 
VariEty for writers toeservice local station drama field at reduced royal- 
ties instead of selling an occasional big chunk, drew 20 scripts to WBEN 
in three days. 

WBEN has Russell Hardie, stage and screen actor and a local boy, doing 
weekly dramas. His first dip into radio work. 





Denis St. John Bell, a representative of British Broadcasting Corp. in 
South America, recently married Katherine McKenna of Albany, N. Y., in 
Lima, Peru. A cablegram received by bride’s parents, who were worried 
over reports about an earthquake in Lima, said wedding ceremony ‘went 
off as planned’, 





Narrow escape from death was had by Bob Moon, youngest CBS staff 
announcer in Hollywood, enroute to Lincoln, Neb., for vacation with his 
parents. Near Kimball, Neb., car bounced over an embankment, lit on its 
top and was nearly demolished. Neither Moon, nor two girl companions, 
was injured. Trip was finished by train. 





Kate Smith’s program is being listed in the N. Y. Journal Simply as 
‘variety.’ City editor is reported peeved following a tiff with an employe 
of the Kated office. Ted Collins is straightening the matter out. 





Bob Hawk asked girl winner of $64 on his Wahl quiz stanza-Sunday (9) 


> what she was going to do with money. ‘Put it in the bank,’ she said, tuck- 


ing it down her dress as the audience roared. 








CY YOUNG’S WBZ TAG 


Marjorie Spriggs of WORL Joins 
Westinghouse Station 





Boston, June 11. 


Charles S. (Cy) Young has been 
appointed assistant general manager 
at WBZ under manager Vincent 
Callahan. Young has been in radio 
with N. E, Westinghouse since 1925 
and office manager of WBZ since 
1930. 

Marjorie L. Spriggs, WORL copy- 
writer and publicist joins WBZ June 
15 as assistant to Charles Gilchrest 
in publicity and special events. She 
will also broadcast under name of 
Jean Ailen. 

John Kiley returns to WMEX as 
staff organist after absence of year 
and a half. 








PAWTUCKET CP 
GRANTED 


Washington, June ll. | 


Four year struggle for a Paw-/| 
tucket, @. I. transmitter appeared 
over last week when the Commish 
tentatively granted the Pawtucket 
Broadcasting Co. a permit for a sta- 
tion to be operated on 1390 kc. with 
1 kw. Proposed finding was made 
after Paul Oury—behind-the-scenes 
angel in an earlier application in- 
volving a ‘dummy’ = setup—was 
bounced from the corporation and 
announcement was made that he 
would have no interest in or connec- 
tion with the new station. 


History of the fight—clouded by | 
Rhode Island politics—dates back to | 
1936 when a new station plea was} 
filed with the FCC in the name of; 
Geraldine Alberghane. Discovery | 
that Miss Alberghane was a niece of | 
Paul Oury and that the real play | 
was to secure a daytime station onj| 
720 ke. with 1 kw. for uncle’s bene- | 
fit resulted in a Commish quiz and 
final denial of the Alberghane re- 
quest. , 

With Oury completely out of the 
picture, Federal air-cops could see 
no reason to prevent construction of 
the proposed transmitter. Pawtucket 
Broadcasting Co. originally com- 
prised Oury, a former employee of 
WPRO, Howard W. Thornley, for- 
merly an engineer with WJAR, and 
Frank F. Crook, Pawtucket automo- 
bile dealer, each of whom held 
33144% of the authorized capital 
stock. All of the outstanding stock 
now is held by Thornley and Crook 
and bank statements submitted by 
the corporation show that $50,000 is 
available for construction and oper- 
ation. 








Rap Soap Operas 


Regina, Sask., June 11. 


Soap-selling radio serials are be- 
neath the average standard of Cana- 
dian culture arid harmful to young 
listeners, the committee handling lit- 
erature, pictures and radio matters 
reported at the Saskatchewan con- 
ference of the United church meet- 
ing in Regina. 








FOR RADIO AND STAGE 


IRVING CAESAR 


ON THE AIR SUNDAYS 


12:30 P.M. - - - WOR - - - 24TH WEEK 
“SING A SONG OF SAFETY” PROGRAM 


ON THE STAGE 


NOW AT LOEW'S STATEs NEW YORK, 
WHERE A TYPICAL AMERICAN AUDIENCE 
SEES, HEARS AND APPLAUDS 





| The report indicated that the com- | 
mittee had received a protest that | 
such dramas were ‘an insult to in- 
telligent women.’ 

‘In the name of the United Church | 
of Canada we earnestly request the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to free 
Canadian radio stations from all pro- | 
grams which are below the level of 
{Christian standards in these times,’ 
| the committee report read. The re- 
| port was adopted. | 
| The report also commended the 
CBC for the ‘fine programs arranged 
| for Sundays in cooperation with the 
| National Religious Advisory Coun- 
cil,’ although disappointment was 
expressed at continued commercial- 
ized advertising on CBC stations on 
Sundays. 


WOXR Raises Rates 


Increase in rates for WQXR, New 
| York, New York, goes into effect 
| July 15. Evening base rate ups 
from $250 to $350 an hour, while the 
daytime base rate lifts from $150 to 
$200 an hour. 

Revised schedule, replacing that 
in effect for the last three years, 
will not affect the station’s spét 
announcement rates, which were 
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| ing personal 


| marily 


}eminently trustworthy and are, in|} 


| wild-eyed shouters than the radio 
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tolerant denominations on the ether. 
It has made, and is making, a good 
deal of quiet progress. 

In the past two or three years a 
number of unpleasantries have been 
produced by the attacks of in- 
dividuals or cults upon other races 
or creeds. Father Coughlin’s accusa- 
tions against the Jews was a Case in 
point. The Rutherford Watchtower 
attacks on all other organized re- 
ligions—Catholic, Protestant and 
Jew alike—on several occasions 
punctured a hornet’s hive. Perhaps 
the worst case of radio industry jit- 
ters in the past few months has been 
centered in the state of Kansas, 
where an independent tabernacle 
evangelist has been broadcasting 


over a station which is not a mem-| 
ber of the National Association of | 


Broadcasters and thus not subject to 
its code, which has an anti-bigotry 
clause. This person has been openly 
suggesting that the oountry needed 
a Hitler and that Hitler's dogma of 


' anihilation to bankers, democracy, 


ete., was great medicine. 
Unrestrained Attacks 
The latter’s attacks have been so 


cracks about 


| every member of the Roosevelt fam- 


ily) and so loaded with evérything 
the radio industry fears that the 
NAB undertook to reason with the 
non-member’ broadcaster carrying 
his talks. The latter in turn got 
the evangelist to desist from the 
worst features of -his hatred-spawn- 
ing preachments so far as his airings 


Radio Resisting Bigotry 


| 





from page 1 


estant), the National Council of 
Catholic Laymen, or the United Jew- 
ish Laymen’s League. The most 
pressing problem of the immediate 
future is to provide a better balance 
of time allotments, inclusive of 
groups outside these three major 
concentrations of churchgoers. 

Lutherans, Christian Scientists, 
Frank Buchman’s Oxford Movement, 
so called, are among the influential 
groups outside the Big Three. The 
Lutherans, however, use the Mutual 
network on a paid hookup basis, and 
are the leaders of the view that con- 
vert-seeking at commercial rates is 
okay. The Buchmanites have been 
eager for radio opportunities, al- 
though their numbers are small (but 
usually rich). Moral Rearmament, 
as they call themselves, has won 
considerable interest in a field often 
neglected by religion —- shortwave. 
| They may have borrowed this inter- 
‘est from Utah, where the Mormons, 
with colonies in England and else- 
where, have cherished DX commu- 
| nications. 








Nelson’s Criticism 
Rev. Frank Nelson, pastor of the 


| unrestrained, so scurrilous (includ-| Community Presbyterian Church at 
nearly | Lakewood, Ohio, has been a leader 


of the criticism of selling time for 
church broadcasts, although he him- 
self buys a 15-minute Saturday night 
program on WHK, Cleveland, to 
vroadcast religious promotion for his 
next day’s services. Nelson has real- 
istically seen .that broadcasting 
church services on Sunday morning 
discourages a turnout of parishioners 





go. These radio programs are pri- | rather than otherwise. He holds that 


attendance-promoting pro-|the planting of an impulse to go to 


grams for the tabernacle, in which|church must occur before, not on, 


the evangelist continues to praise, 
the Nazis and advocate purges. The} 
Kansas broadcaster thinks he has | 
washed his hands of responsibility | 
by this method, but the NAB does | 
not agree. It is recalled that some | 
of the foreign-language stations in} 
New York and elsewhere used to 
carry programs announcing German 
bund meetings.. The radio programs 
were inoffensive, but the meetings 
themselves were orgies of bigotry. 

NBC and CBS have separate 
policies on church broadcasts. NBC 
works through three dominant | 
groups. CBS rotates time allot- 
ments among all sects on a pro 
rata of church census basis. Locally 
the average American radio station 
improvises a policy based on local 
conditions. If ‘it’s predominantly a 
Catholic or Protestant town that 
fact will influence policy. If there’s 
any tendency to animus in the com- 
munity, particular cautions will be 
underscored. Usually the churches 
get free time, but pay the line 
charges (seldom over $20 a month). 
On the whole, many stations dislike 
and prohibit arfy and all efforts to 
solicit contributions or sell religious 
literature over the air directly. The | 
local station likes to work through | 
the local ministerial association. In 
the more liberal towns, the Catholics 
and Jews are frequently members of | 
such groups along with the Prot- 
estants. 





A Distinction 


One fixed aim of the broadcasting 
fraternity is to set up and enforce a 
distinction between religion that is 
respectable, or ‘spiritual,’ and relig- 
ion that principally aims at stirring 
up animosities, or seeks to lure mem- 
bers from other churches. On the 
whole, most churchmen have been | 


fact, even more incensed against the 





men themselves. There is little diffi- 
culty, broadcasters agree, in getting | 
along with the leaders of the Federal | 


; Council of Churches of Christ (Prot- 


Sunday. Hence his ‘Sunday Prelude’ 
program, which hits the Cleveland 
area during the last evening usually 
given over to dance music. 

Nelson conducted a seminar on 
radio and religion at the recent In- 
stitute for Education by Radio at 
Ohio State University. His name was 
suggested to the Institute by the 
N.A.B., which is inclined to be sym- 
pathetic to most of Nelson’s points. 
He has been developing these points 
in a series of articles on ‘Radio in 
the Service of the Church’ in the 
Presbyterian Tribune. 

Meantime, one of the goals for 
which Nelson is working is a ‘Bureau 
of Institutional Broadcasting’ which 
would set up an expert production 
office to specialize in religious (and 
other organizational) programs. It 
is commonly conceded by churchmen 
and broadcasters alike that the typi- 
cal local pickup of services or ser- 
mons is, on the whole, the ebb tide 
of finesse in terms of production. 

Happily for the broadcasting in- 
dustry, the excesses of the few fire- 
brands have produced in the past 


| year or two a widespread aversion to 
| them in responsible quarters. 


Today 
the likelihood of further outbursts of 


| hatred is lessened. There would pre- 


sumably be too much danger to the 
firebrands themselves. Radio Indus- 
try, however, recognizes four prin- 
cipal ‘possible trouble zones’ in terms 
of bad feeling: 

Los Angeles. 

Kansas. 

Brooklyn. 

Boston. 

These are called breeding grounds 
for the doctrines that frankly make 
broadcasters’ fright-wigs flutter. 





Dan Mulvey’s Midgeting 

Dan Mulvey, sports writer on the 
New Haven Register, is handling the 
midget auto race broadcasts Thurs- 
day nights over WBRY, Waterbury- 
New Haven. 

Ted Stuart is doing the commer- 
cials. 
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OHIO GROUP 10 
ADD WAGA T0 
STRING 


Toledo, O., June 11. 

Fort Industry Co., Toledo, which 
owns WSPD, this city, and WLOK, 
Lima, O., and through stock owner- 
ship also controls several other Ohio 
and West Virginia stations, has re- 
ceived authority from the Federal 
Communications Commission to ac- 
quire all the capital stock of the 
Liberty Broadcasting Corp., licensee 
of WAGA, Atlanta, Ga., for the sum 
of $150,000. 

The firm is paying $100,000 to 
Norman K. Winston for his 60% in- 
terest, and $50,000 to the Atlanta 
Journal Co. for its 40%. The Jour- 
nal Co. is licensee of WSB, Atlanta, 
now owned by James M. Cox. 


VIC NEILSEN SEEKS 
LIVE TALENT SALES 


Winnipeg, June 11. 

Not quite two months after the 
take-over of the chain of radio sta- 
tions formerly owned by James 
Richardson & Sons, Ltd., grain deal- 
ers of Winnipeg, by Transcanada 
Communications, Limited, reorgani- 
zation has practically been com- 
pleted by Vic Neilsen, head of the 
group. First move was a general 
painting and redecorating job on the 
transmitter plants at both Winnipeg 
and Regina. Changes necessary at 
both points have also been made 
with modernism the rule throughout. 

Operating economies have also 
been effected with all savings made 
being plowed back into programs. 
Currently plans are being formu- 
Jated to whip up interest in local 
and Western Canadian sponsors in | 
live talent. This field has long been 
neglected in this area, hence Neil- 
sen’s planned drive. In line with 
this idea a general re-shuffling of 
programs has been started. Added 
interest i8 being shown in women’s 
features with a couple of new ones 
already listed, one sold. 

Neilsen, in telling of his plans, 
also stated local business Mas al- 
ready shown signs of perking with 
current billings up some 25% over 
the same time last year, 


WDAY Show Tours 


Fargo, N. D., June 11. 

*‘Hayloft Jamboree,’ Nash Coffee 
Co. visual variety show, is going on 
a tour of all towns within a radius 
of 100 miles of Fargo. Stanza re- 
cently concluded a series of 14 shows 
at the Fargo theatre, largest local 
house, after being crowded out of 








|; WDGY from the Minnesota theatre, 


Jack Malerich Dies at 36 


Minneapolis, June 11. 
Jack Malerich, 36, prominent in 
Minneapolis for many years as a the- 
atre and radio orchestra conductor 
and organist, collapsed following an 
organ musical broadcast over station 





Minneapolis, and died shortly after- 
wards. An autopsy revealed heart 
failure as the cause. 

A widow and three children sur- 
vive. 


Luckies Checks 
214 Mins. Discs 
Reception So Far 


American Tobacco Co. has de- 
ferred extending the coverage of 
its spot campaign on Lucky Sirike, 
involving two and a half minute 
transcriptions, until next Monday 
(17). At that time officials of the 
company will meet with reps of the 
Lord & Thomas agency to study the 
results of a survey made to find out 
how effective the discs have been in 
New York, Pennsylvania, New Jer- 
sey and New England where they 
have been running the past two or 
three months. 

If the findings are favorable the 
transcriptions will be placed with 
stations throughout the middle west. 


TWO STATIONS 
GO TO ONE TOWN 


Washington, June 11. 

Applications for two new stations 
at Las Vegas. Nev., were granted last 
Wednesday (5) by the Federal Com- 
munications Commish. Final orders 
were issued giving the green light to 
the Las Vegas Broadcasting Co. for 
a station to be operated on 1420 ke 
with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

At the same session an okay was 
given George Penn Foster, Maxwell 
Kelch and Calvert Charles Apple- 
gate—doing business as the Nevada 
Broadcasting Co.—for a transmitter 
in the same town to operate with 

















TRANSRADIO CHARGES PUBLISHER BIAS — 
AS CBC ORDERS SERVICES TO PROVE NEWS 





Canadian Authorities Compel All Stations to Re- 


Apply July 1 for Permission to Broadcast News 
—British United Press Already in Clear 





Montreal, June 1}. 

Existing permission to broadcast 
news on Canadian radio stations has 
been rescinded by the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. effective July 1. 
This does not necessarily imply that 
sponsored newscasts will be banned 
from that date onward. The CBC 
has advised stations to file new ap- 
plications for news _ broadcasting 
which will be considered on their 
merits. It may result in the ban- 
ning of Transradio News service in 
Canada. 

In effect the new regulation may 





result in denial of permission for 

. ! 
broadcasters to use ‘certain’ news}; 
services, Stations applying for per- | 


mission to use a verboten service 
might have to re-file application to 
use another news service, British 
United Press for instance. 

For several years the Canadian 
Press and the Canadian Daily News- 
paper -Association have been pres- 
suring the CBC to ban sponsored 
newscasts. Repeated efforts to pro- 
hibit sponsored news have met with 
failure so often that the latest 
manoeuvres, which were started 
several weeks ago, were ignored as 
another case of the little boy who 
cried ‘wolf. But this time the at- 
tempt has apparently been partially 
successful. 

Should any one news service be 
prohibited in Canada it may well 
follow that the remaining news or- 
ganizations servicing radio stations 
would then be subject to similar at- 
tack by the dailies. It is reported 
that newspaper publishers would be 
Satisfied with a regulation banning 
only one news service. It is under- 
stood that some publishers wish to 
take the matier up with members 
of the Federal] Cabinet in an. effort 
to ban sponsored newscasts entirely 
once and for all. 

At the Canadian Press meeting to 
be held June 24 the question of in- 
augurating a commercial news serv- 
ice for radio stations is expected to 
be discussed. Since CP news is al- 





the same power on 1370 kc. 











ee eee oe oe = eS SS eee ee ee: 


, eres ot ee rts 


New York City—Part of the plans 


sion, 





the WDAY studio and then out of | 


the Town Hall. 

Show includes Ole Anderson, Nor- 
wegian comic, and a Norwegian 
comedienne, mixed singers, chorus, 
cowboy singers, harmonica player, 
whistler, aecordian player, a com- 
edy ‘Dr. I. C.’ act patterned after 
Dr. .I. Q., and various other bits. 
Runs 30 minutes on the air and a 
full hour additional off the air. It’s 
been airing for 39 weeks. 





News From: Ft. Wayne 


Ft. Wayne, June 11. 

Gulf Refining has set Jack Berch 
and Gulfspray Gang on schedule of 
two 15-minute transcribed shows 
weekly over WOWO. 

Jeane Brown, WOWO-WGL musi- 
cal director, started new ‘Conso- 
Jaires’ series, heard at 6 p.m. five 
nights weekly. : 

Bob Wilson, WOWO-WGL news 
commentator, was master of cere- 
monies for a musical program staged 
in Shrine auditorium by 245-piece 
band. 
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for WOR participation in the NAB’s 


National Radio Festival Week: Pegeen Fitzgerald, staff women’s program 
commentator, is designing a special hat and gloves to match for the occa- 
The hat will be black with a wide bonnet-shape white brim on 


in scattered array. The gloves will 


also be white with tiny WOR's and 71’s, the station’s position on the dial. 





Schenectady—General Electric's research department has just received 


stations on a sustaining basis it is 
doubtful that this service would be 
available to private stations for 
sponsorship purposes. 

Transradio Press is not specifically 
mentioned in the new order govern- 
ing news broadcasts. The advice: 
from the CBC to station managers 
reads: ‘As a precautionary measure, 
on account of the war, an order was 
passed, effective July 1, 1940, re- 
scinding all permissions issued un- 





' erty rights in news’ is seen a means 
| of cutting down on the ‘lifting’ of 
news by individuals who do not 
cover the field of organizations who 
do not employ newsmen to cover. 


British United Press, one of the 
two newsgathering associations ser- 
vicing stations in Canada, has al- 
ready been granted a permit to con- 
tinue providing news for broadcast- 
ing purposes. Stations hitherto using 
B. U. P. are still obliged, under the 
terms of the new regulation, to file 
application with the CBC, but this 


is virtually assured. 


Transradio Press still has to sat- 
isfy the CBC and the government as 





der Broadcasting Regulation 14(c). 
Stations may, however, file new ap- | 
plications for such permissions be- ; 
fore this date and the applications | 
shall then be considered: on their 
merits.’ 

The new regulation by the CBC 

prohibits the use of commercials in 
the body of the news programs. The 
regulation, however, does not pro- 
hibit commercials at the beginning 
or end of the news. 
Daily newspaper publishers in the 
Dominion and the Canadian Press, 
in which many are franchise holders, 
will probably seek to have new 
Federal legislation enacted in order 
to establish property rights in news, 
as it exists in the United States. 
This may be done via an amendment 
to the Copyright Act and represent- 
ations to Parliament will be made in 
due course. 


Through establishment of ‘prop- 


to its ‘bona fides’ and should this be 


| accomplished then stations will be 


able to continue using TP service. 





Transradio’s 25 Clients 
Winnipeg, June 11. 

Herbert C. Moore, president of 
Transradio, in a statement declares 
that all the necessary legal and dip- 
lomatic steps would be taken by 
Transradio to have its service re- 
instated in Canada. Some 25 sta- 
tions are serviced by Transradio in 
Canada. Moore blamed the ‘monopo- 
listic press barons’ of Canada for 
this latest move, the culmination, he 
said, of a series of attempts to oust 
Transradio from the country. He 
added TP had at all times complied 
with the rules and regulations set 
up by the Dominion government and 
said the war was simply being used 
as an easy way out for the large 
press interests in Canada. 
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IF PEKES COULD TALK .:. 
WE'D BE IN THE DOG HOUSE 





i. April, one of the many women’s club items on WCCO’s 
“Talk of the Town” program reads —“Next Friday, the Twin 


Pity the Poor Twin City Pekingese 


« 


is now a mere formality as approval _ 


two audience reaction cards listing Floyd Gibbons as their mike favorite, 
even though Gibbons died last September. The more curious part of these 
answers is that they came on cards sent out by GE in July, 1930. GE 
checked on the wherefore and found that one of them had just been found 
by the listener and sent in by mistake, while the other claimed that, though 
the card bore a 1940 postmark, he had mailed his card shortly after re- 
ceiving it. 





Cleveland—Last year Sid Andorn of WGAR rigged up special stunt to 
honor father for Father’s Day. Andorn arranged with hospitals for tip-off 
| when first baby of the day was born. Father was then rushed to station 
| to be interviewed by Andorn and presented with numerous baby presents 
| for offspring and daddy both. Last year baby was born at 12:01 a.m. which 
made set-up perfect. Erin Brew thought enough of stunt to purchase 15 
minutes to repeat show for Father’s Day, June 9. Now station is in a 
dilemma. If it sells spot from midnight to 12:15 maybe no baby will be 
born. If it sells 12:15 to 12:30 and baby is born shortly after midnight, 
then program loses effect of bringing flash news on event which is part 
of the boast. 








St. Paul—Harvey Struthers, former U. of Minnesota baseball pitcher and 
currently WCCO time’ salesman, has been drafted by Campbell-Mithun 
Advertising agency to hurl for its nine. Just another example of a radio 
station ‘servicing’ an agency. e 





Duluth—In no time at all after Dick Enroth came on KDAL with his 
evening ‘Sports Dope,’ fellow station men nicknamed him just that—-Sports 
Dope. 





Omaha—There will be 2,000 housefiies released in Omaha and Council 
Bluffs June 24 to 28. Each will be chemically treated to glow. Catch one 
and it’s worth $5 from WOW’s advertiser, Flit. Catch the ‘Big Butch’ with 
a golden dot on his back and you collect $500. 





New York City—Gabriel Heatter chosen ‘Typical Radio Father of 1940’ 
by National Father's Day committee. Received plaque Father's Day. 





Philadelphia—Charles Lemisch, a veteran of the Spanish-American War, 
has been selected as union ‘bombardier’ to fire a 37 mm. anti-tank cannon 
for the ‘1812 Overture’ at the Robin Hood Dell June 18. He will be inter- 
viewed by John Hix on the ‘Strangs As It Seems’ piogram. 





City Pekingese Club will hold its annual show at the Plaza 
Hotel in Minneapolis.” 

A week later, the “Peke” Club’s Secretary wrote that as a 
result of the announcement, twice as many “pekes” were entered 
this year as had ever been shown before. Adding insult to 
injury, the audience at this affair was more than doubled over 
last year. 210 of the spectators told the ticket collector that 
they’d heard about the show over WCCO and came “just to 
look it over,” thus enhancing the pups’ chances of develop- 
ing nasty claustrophobias or complexes of some kind. “Pekes,” 
we apologize. 

But the experience proves a point: programs can be built 
to reach a class audience. The “Talk of the Town” is a fifteen- 
minute program, once a week. It has a large following of Twin 
City Clubwomen. And this pekingese affair is just one of many 
instances which has proved its pulling power among these 
women. Behind this and all other WCCO programs are sixteen 
years of knowing, entertaining, and living with the people of 
the Twin Cities and the Northwest. 
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ROBERT MONTGOMERY 
With Jessie Matthews, Sonnie Hale 
Monday, 6:45 p.m. 
BBC, London 

The American film star has been 
in London through most of the war 
and has lately volunteered to drive 
an ambulance. In keeping with a 
new seriousness of mind, he was but 
little the fresh, saucy fellow of the 
cinema as he emc one of the in- 
numerable succession of shows de- 
signed to entertain the troops. He 
played straight all fhe way in busi- 
nesslike emcee style, introducing 
various theatrical personages and in- 
terviewing some back from France. 


Sole attempt to glamorize Metro’s 
absent star came from Jessie Mat- 
thews. Musical comedy miss in- 
dulged a little by-play_on his sex 
appeal with husband Sonnie Hale 
doing the jealous mugg. In this 
Montgomery took no hand. Attempt 
was sort of out of line with the seri- 
ous behavior of star himself. 





‘STAGE DOOR’ 

With Dave and Joe O’Gorman, Vera 
Wootton, Ernest Sefton, Emilio, 
Four Aces, Tyhiminaknotto 

30 Mins. 

Wed. (8) 7:30 

B. B. C., London 


Opening a series of lighter shows 
on the fighters’ wavelength, this one 
was commendable for its smart pro- 
duction air. It made bright listen- 
ing. Noticeably absent were the un- 
happy pauses when astute listeners 
can visualize cues being handed 
round on a platter. 


Localed backstage of make-believe 
theatre, support to the proceedings 
’ eomes from snatches of the acts in 
their routines. Quality was more 
apparent in the ingredients than in 
show’s base, scripting of comedy ma- 
terial for the O’Gorman Bros. seem- 
ing pretty thin. Team pounded the 
stuff too heartily at this airing, with 
a resultant showing up of its sur- 
face texture. They were unrecog- 
nizable for most half of the show, 
with nothing pointing their identity 
—they’ve been around a long time 
but not that long to where you can 
take it blind and still tab them. 


Four Aces, vocal group, nabbed 
top credit for a class combination, 
expressing tastefully in a swing 
treatment of oldster ‘Little Spanish 
Town,’ and a novelty, ‘Just a Dirty 
Old Tramp.’ Interpolating the sea 
background in clever dialog achieved 
nice effect. Femme voice of consid- 
erable power and torchyness was 
tracked down to Vera Wootton, pop 
singer of the piece; she lacked noth- 
ing in confidence and zippy style. 
Accordionist Emilio was standard 
stuff, and mystery must surround 
*‘Tyhiminaknotto’ since act was never 
located in the proceedings. Mebbe 
that was the gag. The Chorus Girls, 
vocalizing for atmosphere, attain the 
desired effect of a line, with Ernest 
Sefton’s theatre manager getting 
nothing from the script to make it 
stick. 

Setup is intended for a fortnightly 
firing, so better and more lively 
comedy material should come with 
time. Show as a whole deserves it. 
Defining the make-believe treatment 
might help. It just isn’t clear, 





‘THROUGH CHILDHOOD’S LOOK- 
ING GLASS’ 

With Hoyt Andre, Pat Flaherty, Ted 
Brown 

15 Mins.—Local 

FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 

Sunday, 9:45 p.m. 

WOAI, San Antonio 


(Coulter-Mueller-Grunstead) 


‘Turn backward, oh, time, in thy 
fight. Make me a child again just 
for tonight.’ 


The above spoken huskily into a 
microphone with a soft organ back- 
ground was the theme of a new 
series of programs aired weekly 
from the studios of WOAI. Its main 
purpose was to re-create the happy 
memories of childhood days. First 
came Hoyt Andre with a group of 
bright sayings which had been sent 
in by proud parents. All fell pretty 
flat. This was followed by a long- 
winded commercial by Andre stating 
that an account started by the 

arents for their youngsters when 
hey are still small will find a sizable 
@mount in the till when the kid 
grows up. To show that the spon- 
sor’s heart is in the right place, 
every parent that sends in a bright 
saying or a cute remark used on the 
broadcasts will receive a bank book 


with one dollar credited to the) 


youngster. 


Pat Flaherty, reader of poetry, 
followed with a poem concerning 
‘the house by the side of the road.’ 
After which there was another long 
commercial by Flaherty, who stated 
that the sponsor was that house by 
the side of the road and a friend to 
all. Through its financial aid and 
plans it makes for its clients it is 
making many dreams come true. 

Organ music background is by 
Ted Brown, who is only one that 
doesn’t make a commercial. Handles 
his assignment well. 

Program theme is ‘Little Man 
You’ve Had a Busy Day.’ The com- 
mercial copy writers did. «Andy. 





Paul Miner, sports commentator 
for KSO, Des Moines, for the past 
year, receiyed .degree from Drake 
University, Des* Moines, 


| 





Follow-Up Comment 











Elaine Stern Carrington’s several 
half hours for NBC in the niche 
once filled by Arch Oboler are not 
originals, as announced, but revivals 
of her old vaudeville stuff. Such 
was the case, at least, on Saturday 
(2), when Jim Van Kirk appeared 
in and as ‘The Good Provider.’ This 
served the late Elliott Dexter at the 
old Palace way back when. As pre- 
sented in radio form it was standard 
daylight hoke pathos given in short 
story form and 30 minutes instead 
of 15. Also with the soap spiel left 
out. A cheery prince of all the 
virtues is neglected on his birthday, 
gives an imaginary party to his ab- 
sent family. The butler in fright 
for his sanity phones the mother and 
daughter, who rush home for the 
so-sorry-we're-cads happy ending. 
Workmanlike, if dated. 





W. W. Chaplin, of International 
News Service, just back from France, 
had an interesting story to tell, and 
spun it smoothly, via ‘We, the Peo- 
ple,’ on ‘The Sixth Column,’ whose 
members aim to overthrow Hitler 
regime. Two questions might arise 
in connection with broadcast: wheth- 
er it did not represent more of 
wishful thinking so long supposedly 
entertained by Chamberlain and 
British leaders, and whether it 
would not tip off Nazis credited with 
checking all other-nation broadcasts. 
Chaplin was so specific in naming 
refugee types—ski experts—smug- 
gling printed matter, under stamps, 
from France into Germany, and in 
giving details of how they worked, 
kinds of buildings where they had 
arms stored, etc., that it would seem 
his tale could help would-be cap- 
tors. He said, however, they did not 
mind publicity. 





Maxwell House’s ‘Good News’ 
program is so strongly formularized 
that the slightest divergence might 
cause a shock to the listeners. Every- 
thing is now cut to exactly the same 
pattern from week to week. Only 
the titles of the songs are different. 
Last Thursday night (6) Dick Powell 
and Mary Martin made their open- 
ing duet, ‘Mr. Gallagher,’ Meredith 
Willson bandied some cute yokel 
pleasantries and the Fannie Brice- 
Hanley Stafford combination got a 
teeney-weeney off the family hearth 
with a couple cracks, but even this 
last wasn’t pungent enough to dis- 
tinguish the routine from the past 
score or so. 





Colonel Stoopnagle and Martha 
Raye guested on last Thursday’s (6) 
Rudy Vallee-Sealtest installment 
and the result was several pegs in 
entertainment above the program’s 
recent level. The theme of this par- 
ticular piece of whimsy-whamsy was 
‘Hiawatha.’ Miss Raye seemed at 
her best when she,skipped off the 
script reservation, while Stoop- 
nagle’s sprightly moments derived 
from his own style of humor, espe- 
cially the definitions. Maxie Ros- 
enbloom also accounted for one solid 
laugh. Preliminary to the ‘Hia- 
watha’ seance there was a dull patch, 
with the N. Y. World’s Fair serv- 
ing as the springboard for over- 
serviced gags. Note was amply 
made of the circumstance that Seal- 
test has an exhibit on the fair 
grounds. 





‘Gay 90’s Revue (with Genevieve 
Rowe, Beatrice Kay, Billy M. Green, 
Four Clubwomen) on WABC, N. Y.,, 
is a program of yesteryear. tunes 
and comedy that doesn’t take itself 
seriously and as a result sums up as 
an enjoyably light session embel- 
lished, on airing heard, with crack 
sopranoing by Genevieve Rowe, gags 
by Billy M. Green and Beatrice Kay, 
who also gets off vocals, and the 
Four Clubwomen. Originally sched- 
uled for a half hour, it was cut this 
airing to allow for another broad- 
cast. Gives the impression that the 
cast is enjoying themselves as much 
as listeners; that they’re having a 
lot of good, clean fun poking polite 
fun at the gay 90’s. Beatrice Kay’s 
singing of ‘Dear Robin’ was in that 
groove, not accented enough to be 
corny ,but enough to plant the 90’s 
theme. Clubwomen’s work on 
‘Sweet Rosie O’Grady’ likewise. 





Columbia Workshop presented 
Sunday night (9) ‘No Complications,’ 
a booby-hatch fragment by Louis 
Ste, a Coast writer never previously 
represented on the series. Piece 
was apparently about a patient’s 
crackpot delirium while under the 
effects of a drug administered by the 
doc. According to the intro spiel, 
the intention was comedy, but the 
whole thing was pretty baffling and 
unfunny. Earl McGill directed and 
Charles Paul supplied and conducted 
the incidental music. 





Wythe Williams Sustaining 
Wythe Williams, news analyst 
over WOR, New York, locally Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays for 
Philco, now goes on Mutual the 
other three nights as a_ sustainer. 
Spotted at 9 pm., Tuesdays and 8 

p.m., Thursdays and Saturdays. 
He’s editor of the .-Greenwich: 





(Conn.) Times, 





‘YOUR TREAT’ 
With Charles Sears, Harry Kogen 
Orchestra, Vincent Pelletier 
15 Mins. — 
Transcription 
ARMOUR & CO. 
M.-W.-F., 12:45 p.m. 
WOAI, San Antonie 
(Lord & Thomas): 


In the interests of a new product, 
Armour has this transcription quar- 
ter hour session. Treat is a new 
meat sandwich spread and hence the 
title ‘Your Treat.’ 


Charles Sears, tenor, had the vocal 
assignment on_program caught. He 
warbled ‘Say Si Si’; the old favorite, 
‘Drink to Me Only with Thine Eyes,’ 
and concluded with ‘Let’s Sail to 
Dreamland.’ He also handled 
themer, ‘Faithful Forever.’ Harry 
Kogen and a strimg group con- 
tributed workmanlike support. 

Marie Griffin, home economics ex- 
pert for Armour, told how to use the 
product. She was to the point. Vin- 
cent Pelletier discharged the com- 
mercials, which were also pithy. 
Pelletier also read a bit of verse. 

On edch broadcast a word sketch 
of one of the artists on the show is 
given by Pelletier. It was the life 
of Harry Kogen, the musical di- 
rector, this time. 

Programs are pleasantly tuneful 
and should prove a sound invest- 
ment for the sponsor. ndy. 





ARTHUR GODFREY 

With Johnny Salb, Reginald 

Organ, Songs, Patter 

15 Mins.—Local 

Transcription 

P. LORILLARD CO. 

Tu.-Th., 9:30 p.m. 

WOAI, San Antonio 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 


Arthur Godfrey, personality kid 
of Washington, D. C., has tran- 
scribed another series of programs 
for P. Lorillard Co. to introduce new 
brand of smoking tobacco called 
Friends. On program caught there 
were piano, banjo and song elements 
plus Johnny Salb at a Hammond 
organ. Made okay musical support 
to Godfrey. 

What is unusual is the presence of 
a person called Reginald who God- 
frey states is a one man studio audi- 
ence and who laughs at the sayings 
of Godfrey. It is unrehearsed, ac- 
cording to Godfrey, and Reginald 
laughs at the strangest places. 

Outstanding musical bit of pro- 
gram caught was Godfrey’s rendi- 
tion of the story of the White House 
Parrot. 

Commercials are by Godfrey and 
they stress the fact that if you once 
try Friends, they will turn out to 
be your. Friends. Andy. 
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BELMONT PARK 

With Clem McCarthy 

Horse Racing 

90 Mins, 

Saturday, 3:30 p.m. (June 1) 
RCA-NBC, New York 


The races are the latest addition 
to RCA-NBC sports telecasts, and 
since the recent meeting opened at 
Belmont the mobile apparatus has 
been spotted there Saturdays and 
sometimes at midweek. Because of the 
greater distance involved over that 
required for football, baseball and 
boxing, the reception of race events 
is not as clear, but as the camera is 
on the clubhouse roof directly over 
the finish line, visibility at the cru- 
cial moments is more satisfactory in 
some respects than for fans actually 

resent at the track. Also those at 
he set know just how the races are 
progressing, while persons at the 
races rarely do. 

Three events covered June 1 in- 
cluded the two feature races, with 
finishes so close that the _ sight 
was sensational. Clem McCarthy’s 
description of the races was clear 
and expert and there was no inter- 
ference from crowd noises, the 
broadcasting position being removed 
from the main body of race fans. 

Sending trucks were located not 
far from the paddock. Comments 
on the horses being paraded around 
the paddock ring came from Mc- 
Carthy and Jay Forrest. When the 
thoroughbreds were ready to go 
onto the track, Forrest took over, 
McCarthy ascending to the roof, 
there to join Joe McCarthy, who an- 
nounced prior to the contests and 
afterwards, data on the price paid 
by the first three horses being the 
most pertinent. 

@urf reporter McCarthy beat the 
camera in warning those with sets 
that Damaged Goods was coming 
fast to beat out Rosetown just at the 
wire in the principal race. Winner 
was so far back that her chances in 
the «ather short Belmont stretch 
looked slim. There was a_ photo 
finish in the previous race and it 
could have been a dead heat. A 
claim of foul was registered, but not 
mentioned by the telecasters. Inci- 
dent could be heard, however, by 
listeners, a nearby radio commenta- 
tor speaking about it. Last Saturday 
McCarthy again showed his stuff in 
describing the race in which Bime- 
lech beat Your Chance. , 

Among the atmosphere matters 
mentioned by McCarthy was the 
news that the straightaway or Weid- 
ner chute which racegoers dislike, 
is to be eliminated, Ibee. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


David Sarnoff made officer of Legion of Honor by France....he was a 
Chevalier (lower rank) since 1935....Anna Erskine, scripter of ‘Metro. 
politan Auditions of the Air,’ to Wilton, Conn., for the summer... .she 
turned down a Macfadden offer to go to the Coast to do a series of mag 
articles on film names....Robert W. Friedheim promoted from sales rep 
of the NBC Radio-Recording Division to manager of the eastern division, 
Willis B. Parsons, who used to do institutional promotion for this division, 
becomes assistant sales manager....Lifebuoy (Lever Bros.) has renewed 
the Canadian version of ‘The Family Man’ for another 13 weeks, effectiva 
June 25. It makes the third cycle for the show....J. Walter Thompson is 
the agency....Frank E. Mason, of NBC, spoke at the University Chapel of 
Ohio State University on ‘An American Looks at Europe Today’. He is a 
graduate of the class of ‘15. 

Sylvia Klarsfeld, who before her marriage last fall to John B. Dowling, 
Jr., New York bank employee, was with Leighton & Nelson, Schenectady, 
is now with Esty in N. Y. working on ‘Luncheon’ at the Waldorf. 

Jack Young, of the World’s Fair radio department, will get another 
honorary doctorate. Gleason Archer, biographer of RCA, arranged it at his 
Suffolk University in Boston....Ted Steele did a stint Saturday for tele- 
vision. 

Knowles Entrikin summering at his Brattleboro (Vt.) farm, but in town 
once a week for his ‘Strictly Business’ comedy series Friday nights over 
NBC....Mark Warnow will direct ‘Ballad for Americans’ when Paul Robe- 
son sings it with the Philharmonic symphony at Lewisohn stadium, June 
24....Leonardo Bercovici has taken a place at New Hope, Pa., for the 
summer....Carl Frank becomes a father in September... .Ruth Chatterton 
to Chicago to guest on ‘Fifth Row Center,’ with Francis X. Bushman next 
Friday (14). 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


With opening of Republican national convention June 24, J. Walter 
Thompsonites are jittery about having Lux program disturbed that night. 
They are eager to keep intact the record of the soap show, that of never 
having been cut in on or cancelled since 1934 for special programs, Presi- 
dential speeches, etc. It’s one of the few programs of long standing that 
never had to be rebated by CBS for lost time....Arthur Kribs, mag wag, 
took Art Phillips’ place on Al Pearce writing staff. Latter took his gags 
over to Burns and Allen....Felix Mills retained for summer sesh of 
Woodbury Playhouse as custodian of the baton. Jim Ameche and Gale 
Page will be back in their customary mid-year spot....Coast sports com- 
mentators organized with Frank Bull as prexy....Hal Medford and Roz 
Rogers doing the adaptations on yarns being bought in the open market 
for Don Ameche and Claire Trevor to perform on the Old Gold program. 
Mark Hellinger withdrew his fiction pieces from the show and Tom Mc- 
Knight stepped down as adaptor....Bill Spears, new CBS producer, re- 
ported to Charles Vanda at Columbia Square for assignment... .Tony 
Stanford heading this way by month's end....Knox Manning joined Union 
Oil musical series as narrator....Ken Dolan passing a week here with his 
partner, Jim Doane....William N. Robson, new radio director of Lennen 
& Mitchell, broke bread with the press on the advent of taking up his new 
duties. His new aide, Herb Polesie, also present....Don Prindle and Wen 
Niles emceed a comedy quiz show which was put on wax for Standard 
Oil inspection....Murry Brophy roughing it in Montana....Dan Tuthiill 
around NBC for a few days... .It’s 19 years of married life for Alex Robb, 
Coast head of NBC Artists Service....Don Ameche, Claire Trevor, Pat 
Friday and Victor Young renewed for Old Gold show, which~-keeps going 
during the summer, . 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Jack North, of the Aubrey, Moore & Wallace agency, and his bride, the 
former Elizabeth Annette Gunderson, are honeymooning in New England 
via motor. Marriage took place March 16, but they kept it entre nous. 

Romelle Fay, who was organist for Smilin’ Ed McConnell, now relief 
organist on WBBM-Columbia staff....Gene Autry will air ‘Melody Ranch’ 
program from Minneapolis on July 21 and 28 while doing a rodeo personal 
-...Jack Francis Payne added to WBBM-Columbia scribbling gang.... 
Eloise Kummer recouping after suffering serious bruises in auto scramble. 
-..George Reuter going to Peoria to become continuity ‘chief for WMBD. 

George Heineman joins WBBM-CBS news staff....Hunter Kohler, 
WBBM-CBS staff pianist, will have his ‘Rainbow Suite’ published by Lou 
Levy’s Leeds music firm....Russell Thorson takes over Charles Meredith 
role in ‘Midstream’....Janet Logan and Harry Elders added to ‘Road to 
Life,’ Carlton Kadell and Chuck Grant to ‘Kitty Keene,’ while ‘Lone Jour- 
ney’ show builds several new characters impersonated by Fern Persons, 
John Larkin, Hope Summers, DeWitt McBride and Cleveland Towne.... 
Graduating from NBC announcers’ class are Jules Hack who goes to KSO, 
Des Moines, and Jack Tisch, who joins WKZO, Kalamazoo. 

Betty Barrett of NBC vocalizing with the Jan Savitt orchestra in the 
ollege Inn of the Hotel Sherman....Connie Crowder and Jerry Spellman 
added to ‘Story of Bud Barton’....Ray Wilson is writing a play about 
radio....Don McNeill, Jack Barker, Nancy Martin and Evelyn Lynne to 
Toledo for special WSPD show....Dorothy Miller, formefly sec of the 
WOR office in Chicago, back from winter job as dude ranch sec... .Col. 
R. R. McCormick, editor and publisher of the Tribune, will be on Wright 
Junior College program over WGN, which is carrying a series of school 
broadcasts tagged ‘Citizens of Tomorrow.’ 

Lester Damon and Bob Guilbert off ‘Girl Alone,’ with Jane Green and 
Henry Hunter added....Stuart MacIntosh and Beulah Brandon joined cast 
of ‘Bud Barton’....Michael Romano, Boris Aplon arid Mauri Cliffer added 
to ‘Lil Abner’....Marion Baxter and Henry Elders out of ‘Road of Life’ 
-».-Phil Lord (not Phillips H. Lord, the producer) joined ‘Ma Perkins” 
--»-Robert Griffin off the ‘Kitty Keene’ show and Carlton KaDell added 
---.on ‘Woman in White’ Betty Ruth Smith and Harry Edgely replaced 
Luise Barclay and Merrill Fugit as leads. 

‘Thunder Over Paradise’ back on the air with the following cast: Fern 
Persons, Henry Hunter, Michael. Romano, Laurette Fillbrandt, Billy Idel- 
son, Hugh Rowlands, Sidney Ellstrom, Clifford Soubier, Boris Aplon, Pat 
Murphy, William Hodap and Fayette Krum. Latter two are co-authors.... 
Rico Marcelli guest-conducting the Carnation Contented show. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Edith Graham, NBC actress and former KFRC commentator, entered the 
legit field for the summer. She takes over the assistant's job in Edward 
G. Kuster’s Carmel Playhouse and Golden Bough School ef the Theatre 
....Harlan Dunning, villain of ‘The Drunkard,’ now heard on KSFO and 
KROW....Tobe Reed, former KFRC announcer, in Hollywood handling 
the announcers’ job for the Langendorf show....Bob Howard of KYA 
filling the KFRC spot....Richard Brace, formerly with radio department 
of S. F. Fair, working at KSFO transmitter....Bill Livesay, former Hono- 
lulu announcer, with KYA....Radio voices heard this year at the Fair 
are Tol Ware of KSFO handling the ‘Pantheon of War’ and Bill Davidson, 
KFRC narrator for ‘Cavalcade of America’....The ‘Cavalcade’ sound cast 
includes Jack Moyles, Sidney Roger and Lela Joyce McNair of KSFO, and 
Jack Edwards, Bill McDonald, Larry Cook and Bill Steuthman of KPO- 
KGO....Melba Rae Toombs, KFRC bit actress and secretary to manager 
Bill Pabst, one of five chosen to represent the G. G. I. E. in Court of Beauty 
at New York Fair....Orpheum theatre originates a weekly ‘News-Quiz’ 
inside its doors starting June 14 over KSFO. After a five weeks’ sustaining 
run, sponsorship goes to Holsum Bread, but show will continue its broad- 
cast from the house stage....Dean Maddux shooting the questions and four 
roving announcers ‘handling the answer end....Sale was negotiated by 
| Ed Jansen, 
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VARIETY 


MUSIC ‘33 





How to Write a Song in 11 Minutes, 


Or Who Wants to Buy a Radio Show? 





By JACK HELLMAN 
Hollywood, June 11. 

Turning out a song and orchestra- 
tion in 11 minutes from scratch was 
achieved last Friday (7) at NBC in 
auditioning a new radio idea, ‘Let's. 
Write a Song.’ It was put on wax. 
and shipped east for the agency 

nds. 

P Serath long nurtured by Joe 
Penner, was given a trial spin with 
L. Wolfe Gilbert, Sam Coslow and 
Lew Pollack clustered around the 
piano to dream up the tune, but 
fast. Phil Harris acted as judge; 
Gordon Jenkins batoned the studio 
orchestra and spotted his arrangers 
on the stage; Ken Carpenter kept up 
the running chatter while the tune- 
smiths labored, and vocalists Martha 
Tilton and Bob Stevens stood by for 
the finished article. 

Idea works like this: radio listen- 
ers are asked to mail in titles. From 
those received five are picked and 
the one that registers (via machine) 
the most studio audience applause 
is selected. While Gilbert and Cos- 
low Uyrics) and Pollack (melody) 
are busy contriving the tune, Jen- 
kins’ arrangers are flying around to 
whip up an orchestration, not by 
note. Gags are interspersed while 
the tunesmithing progresses. In 11 
minutes flat Stevens was handed a 
lead sheet and the band boys had 
the spots before their eyes. Be- 
ing that it was a ballad selected, ‘In 
a World All Our Own,’ the nod was 
given to Stevens. Were a torch 
number picked Miss Tilton would 
have given it the tonsil-touch. 

Program runs 30 minutes, what 
with all the banter and persiflage 
flying around while the tinpanners 
sweat through the muse. Someone 
suggested that it is too visual for the 
dial flippers but just the same it 
will be peddled as an air package. 
Looks more like a natural for a nite 
spot or as a stage presentation. 


NEBRASKA APPEAL 
DUE IN FORTNIGHT? 


Lincoln, Neb., June 11. 

Placing the deadline for filing 
Nebraska's appeal from lower U. S. 
district court ruling in the matter 
of the state’s anti-ASCAP law test 
‘within two weeks,’ Atty. Gen. 
Walter Johnson said all the details 
attendant to the carrying of the test 
litigation to U. S. supreme court had 
been arranged. 

Matter has been in the fire and out 
ever since three federal court judges 
Gardiner, Donohoe, and Munger— 
called the law, as written, ambigu- 
ous, inoperative and unconstitutional. 
They contend, in ruling handed 
down, that even though the legisla- 
ture’s claim their aim was to nullify 
monopolistic tendencies in music biz, 











TONY PASTOR TO CRA 


Expects Long Stay at Lincoln Hotel 
In New York 

Tony Pastor orchestra was signed 
to a management contract last week 
by Consolidated Radio Artists. Since 
being formed in 1939, with Charles 
and Sy Shribman backing, the group 
had been booked by General Amuse- 
ment Corp. It’s currently on its way 
back from a stand*at the Casa Man- 
ana, Culver City, Calif. 

Pastor is rumored as being set for 
a long stand at the Lincoln Hotel, 
New York, beginning next fall. Lin- 
coln, one of the Maria Kraemer 
Hotels, is a CRA exclusive and prob- 
ably was the clincher in the deal 
that gave the band to CRA. 








CHANGES HIT 
PICK RULE 


Lucky Strike expects to have its 
New system for determining the rat- 
ings of the current tunes on its Hit 
Parade (CBS) in effect around July 
1. Under the revised basis a much 
greater weight will be given to sheet 
sales, and American Tobacco Co. is 
now in the process of lining up a 
number of wholesale and retail out- 
lets from which it will gather such 
weekly information. 

Cig manufacturer sought to get the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation to furnish it with a weekly 
best seller list but the association’s 
board of directors took the position 
that the MPPA could not officially 
ally itself with an outside project of 





MPPA would be assuming a func- 
tion that might make it the target 
of constant criticism of publishers 
dissatisfed with the ratings allowed 


furnished to the program. 


COLEMAN HAWKINS 








Coleman Hawkins orchestra will 
be managed henceforth by Moe Gale, 
handler of Ella Fitzgerald, Erskine 
Hawkins and the Inkspots. 





they had enacted a measure which 
would remove protection of copy- 
right ownership also. 

This is an unusual situation for 
Johnson, because he was a member 
of the Nebraska legislature, the first 
unicameral, which passed the law, at 
which time he refused to vote on it, 
saying he was NOT sure of its con- 
Stitutionality. Now, he, as attorney 
general is duty bound to protect it 
and see that it gets its full chance 
to survive on the statute books. 


ODD SCOTT CLAUSES 


Harry Moss and Charles Miller of 
MCA Seal Pact With Results 





Agreement which aligned the new | 


Raymond Scott band under Music 
Corp. of America management was 
based on the condition that MCA 
put the group to work in a location 
job by June 10 or forfeit the chance 
to handle the band. Harry Moss 
and Charles Miller of MCA worked 
it out with Scott and Herb Rosenthal 
of Columbia Broadcasting’s Artists 
Bureau. Scott resigned from CBS 
before the job was found. 

Outfit started a two week stretch 
at MCA’s new breakin spot, the 
Chatterbox at Mountainside, N. J., 
Monday (10) and hops from there 
to ‘the Totem Pole, Auburndale, 
Mags., opening June 23. It then 
goes into the midwest. Scott's han- 
dlers last week requested all news- 
papermen, in the trade or otherwise, 
to refrain from commenting on 
where the band was playing or from 
reviewing it, at least for several 
weeks. Want a quiet breakin, with 
® minimum of publicity. 


booking angle since it was formed 
last fall, soon after the sax tooter 
returned from a long stay in Eng- 
lland. Outfit will start a 10-week 





| stand at the Savoy Ballroom, New | 


York, owned by Gale, July 4. A re- 
cording contract is in the making. 

Crew goes into the Apollo theatre, 
N. Y., week June 4. At the first show 
opening day a group of some of the 





| James and Bunny Berigan, trumpets, 


| Hawkins. Jimmy Dorsey and Charlie | 


| Barnet, saxes; Teddy Wilson, piano; 
| John Kirby, bass; and Gene Krupa, 
| drums. 


P. Diamond, Betty Glenn 
Hurt in Auto Smashup 


Paul Diamond. contact man _ for 
recently-formed publishing firm of 


and Betty Glenn, former vocalist 
with Bobby Parks orchestra, were 
banged up last week in a car crash 
near Hackensack, N. J. 


the smash which demolished the car. 
It hit another and is supposed to 
have turned turtle twice. 

Car was one of the company- 
owned machines now used by song- 
pluggers to reach suburban name 
band stands. Pair had _ been 
Mountain View, N. J., 


Tucker opening at the 
Astoria hotel, N. Y., April 5. 





| 
| 


this sort. The directors felt that the | 


Public Confusion Bad | 


! 
| 





Buffalo, June 11. 

Confusion in closing of 
armories cut down heavily on Gene 
Krupa’s gate here (28) in last 174th 


state | 


Armory funcizon open to_ public. | 


| Many, thinking shuffle would have 


to be postponed, didn’t come. Turn- 
stile count was 3,200, a large chunk 
of them being advertising Annie 
Oakleys. 

Mixup over Celeron Park, James- 


i town, opening date drew only 600. 


Spot was advertised in nearby large 
cities as unshuttering Memorial Day, 
but opened Memorial Eve instead. 
George Duffy was the band. 





SAMMY KAYE 


JOINS VARSITY 


Sammy Kaye orchestra shifts from 
its current recording spot on the 75c 





LUCKY STRIKE Victor label to U. S. Records’ 35c 
Varsity label next month. His con- 


tract with Victor expires June 28 and 
approximately July 1 he will cut the 


initial sides for Varsity. Latter out- 
fit is the company formed by Eli 
Oberstein following his exit from 
Victor. Kaye will cut the first sides 
in Chicago. He becomes Oberstein’s 
lead band. 

Contract with Oberstein’s outfit is 
for two years and calls for a mini- 
mum of 52 sides a year, but he’ll 
probably make more. He gets a 
guarantee and a royalty on each in- 
dividual record sold. One clause 
stipulates Kaye is assured of the 
guarantee on the minimum 104 sides, 
over the two-year period no mat- 
ter what happens, even if U. S. Rec- 
ords disappears from the list of re- 
cording outfits. 





Boosey, Hawkes’ Tunes 


(Eng.) Assign Radio 
Rights to Associat 





Broadcast rights of the serious mu- 
sic in the Boosey and Hawkes cata- 
logs have been switched from the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and -.Publishers to Associates 





their tunes on the best seller list | Music Publishers, Inc. 


ON MOE GALE LIST "4s 


Hawkins | 
outfit has been non-affiliated from a | 


combine to form a ‘dream’ band | 
around Hawkins’ sax. Will include 
Tommy Dorsey, trombone; Harry 


(Johnny) Mercer & (Buddy) Morris, | 


Both were! 
in Hackensack Hospftal lightly in- | 
jured in comparison to the force of | 


to! 
to contact | 
Cecil Golly’s outfit at Donohue’s. | 
Diamond is a son of Lou Diamond, | 


who dropped dead at the Orrin| then back to the Chatterbox for | are in direct competition with work- | 
Waldorf- | #nother stretch. 


The deal is 
for five years, and was made with 
the consent of ASCAP, since the 
Boosey and Hawkes firms are mem- 
bers of the British Performing Rights 
' Society and the latter its affiliated 


the 
Boosey and Hawkes catalogs are 
Cyril Scott, Hydn Wood and S. Cole- 
ridge-Taylor, and one of the firms’ 
|most used numbers is Sir Edward 
Elgar's ‘Pomp and Circumstance.’ 





ENFORCE BLUE LAW 





Sabbath Issue 





Mobile, June 11. 





manager of the Cawthorn hotel, for 
playing music 15 minutes past mid- 


ators of local spots have launched a 
| campaign to repeal the law which 
bars anyone with even a mouth or- 
| gan from doing business on the Sab- 
| bath. The local police decided to 
enforce the ordinance after 


Joe Weber Quits A.F.M. Presidency; 
Resolutions Aimed at Bookers 
Due for Introduction This Year 





Indianapolis, June 11. 
In a short but moving speech ves- 
‘terday (Monday) Joe Weber drew 
‘the curtain on 40 years of activity in 
| the American Federation of Musi- 
+ cians. Chief exec informed the mem- 
| bership, gathered in convention here, 
that he will not be a candidate for 
/re-election to the post he has held 
'for four decades. 
Weber took the platform for his 
; announcement as soon as the dele- 


One A.F.M. Idea | 





Just before the opening of the 
American Federation of Musi- 
cians convention in Indianapolis 
it was reported that Joseph N. 
Weber might be induced to re- 
main on the job but with his 
three assistants actually running 
the details of the office. These 
assistants are Thomas F. Gam- 
ble, Edward Canavan and Bert 


Henderson. Under the proposal | gates convened, stating that he 
plan Weber would only have to | wished to explain his position imme- 
attend executive board meet- diately so that the convention might 


ings and look in on policies and 
other important matters. 
There is strong’ sentiment 
within the international for 
granting representation to the 
New York local (802) on the 


go into its business with full realiza- 
'tion that a new chief would be sitting 
in the chair for the year to come. 
Weber quickly traced the early 
struggles of the Federation, and then 
; c q te Said that he had come to the end of 
international’s executive board. ‘the rope so far as his health went. 


This local has 22,000 members, = yy F ° a on 
or a seventh of the entire mem- |; said his physician had advised 














Following the arrest of P. S. Senn,! gate was 3.600. 


best musicians in the country will | night Saturday night (1) the oper- | 


some j 














5 ihim that he could no longer stand 
a oS ie ex Ro- ‘the strain of the pnd ntl He 
rg rind id type = eing | declared he had been considering the 

g post. ‘step for the past three years, but that 
jit now was being forced upon him. 
, Weber urged continued liberalism in 
the Federation and the election of a 
president ‘of courage.’ 
| Election of new officers is now 
,scheduled for Thursday (13), and 
R ATE HELPS | those mentioned as first-line candi- 
,dates are James C. Petrillo and Fred 
Birnbach. Petrillo is president of the 
Chicago local and a member of the 
LINCOLN International executive board. Birn- 
bach is secretary of the International. 
. Delegates found 35 resolutions on 
their desks as the first order of busi- 
: Z iness, and the likelihood that this 
Lincoln, Neb., June‘11. | number would be increased to 100 
| In effort to divert contracts to lo- | before adjournment on Friday. Ini- 
eal union, $1 per man goes off the , tial step was donation by uanimous 
$5 per scale, and $3 off the leader's primi $5,000 to the American Red 
| $10, under a ruling of the Lincoln a Ateet ot Beak 
branch. Result was Capitol Beach ° — 
| jumping operations to six nights | Among resolutions slated to come 
| weekly, with Antelope Park going up is one prohibiting the traveling 
| three and Pla-Mor one night with | CT€WS. from signing with booking 
| Sena seen | agencies for periods longer than two 
“Summer is usually dull here for years. Also due for consideration is 
travelling bands, so it’s not so much | @ resolution giving traveling bands 
of a rub as far as they’re concerned, |the right to deduct traveling ex- 
|except that, though the towa has | Penses before an agency can take its 
opened up, the travellers aren't get- ;CO™Mussion, — 
| ting any of it. . Latter especially affects one-night- 
er dates, on which bands have been 
| Opposing paying commish on trans- 
REPEAT IN SAME WK portation. Also in the cards is the 
e , question of sustaining wire build-ups 
for bands with the correct agency 
CLICKO FOR ELLA F. tie-ups, while local outfits have no 
chance to be heard on the air be- 
Rea cause networks and stations , have 
Birmingham, June 11. deals with the agencies for remotes. 
| Playing Birmingham for the sec- | They pull wires out when local 
‘ond time in a week, Ella Fitzgerald |comboes take over hotel or nitery 
‘orchestra drew in 3,200 negroes at Spots 
the Municipal auditorium here! 
Thursday night (6) for a gross of 
| $2,050. 
| The band garnered 


VAUGHN MONROE HEADS 


something of | 


Arrest Hotel Man—Preacher Stirs a record in grosses for one week | UPBUILDING OUTFIT 


| considering $3,100 taken in during | 
| the annual Air Carnival ball here |} 
on June 1. Total draw for the early | 





Willard Alexander’s second build- 
ing job for the William Morris agen- 


| Martel Brett and Walker Mattison ‘cy band dept. will center around e 


booked the June 1 date and Brett 





promoted the June 6 date alone. small combo headed by Vaughn 
it ee Monroe. Will Bradley band was 
Alexander's first. Monroe’s small 

Protest High School combination has been seasonz)ly 
shuttling between the Dempsey- 


Bands in Public Park Vanderbilt hotel, Miami, Fla., end 


dire finger-pointing by an itinerant | 
| preacher. | The State Council of American 
| Mobile operators contend that the Federation of Musicians last week 
ordinance is unfair since it doesn’t sent a protest to the State Board of 
| apply to spots beyond the city limits public Instruction against the ap- 
and that because of this situation pearance of high school bands in 
they are bound to lose their Satur-| willow Grove amusement park. The 
day night trade to roadhouses. Other musicians union group declared that 


Philadelphia, June 11. 


cities in Alabama do not observe| concerts in the park, near here, is in| 


such law. direct competition with commercial 
Jenny London and Her Men of, pands by the school groups that ap- 
Music are the current combination | pear cuffo. They pointed out that 


‘at the Cawthorn. Sammy Zivitz’s' at one time Willow Grove was one 


band is settled at Roy Eastburn’s of the leading spots for band con-. 
Among the! 


Sage Patch on U. S. Highway 99.| certs in the country. 
Jimmy Willis’ stand at the Battle bands that appeared there were 
House has been extended by 12: John Phillip Sousa’s, Lieut. John 
weeks. Unit consists also of Barney Frankel’s and others. 

McNellage, Donald Edge and Mark G. Roy Lindsay, director of music 


_ Yopp. of the Philadelphia Board of Educa- 
tion, who has charge of several 


| ‘ 
Harry Jame e : | Philly high school bands that ap- 
| ® goes back into the | neared at the park recently, said 


Chatterbox, insi \ 
atterbox, Mountainside, N. J., for ‘that the school system looks’ upon 


three weeks June 28, goes to the | the band appearances as ‘a picnic, 


Dancing Campus, New York World’s | paid for by the park 


Fair for four weeks opening July 20, | ‘But if we find that these events 





Plays week June 


ing musicians we will probably cali 
, 21 at Hipp theatre, Baltimore. 


lthem off,’ Lindsay declared. 


Seiler’s Ten Acres, Boston, where it 
is now. Monroe is a singer. 

Agency has already enlarged the 
band to 13 pieces. It starts work on 
a new recording contract for Blue- 
bird next week, 





OVER-PRICING HURTS 





At $2.75, Only 100 Couples Came Te 
Regina Hotel 





Regina, Sask., June ii. 

Appearance of Mart Kenney and 
His Western Gentlemen at the Hotel 
Saskatchewan, Regina, on June 1 
and upping of price to $2.75 as com- 
pared to much lower admittance 
charge at the Trianon ballroom, 
Kenney’s usual stopping-off place, 
accounted for a turnout of only 106 
‘couples. It was the band’s second 
‘solo effort in Regina in less than 
| two weeks and was under Kinsinen 
'Club auspices. 

Band moved on to fill dates in Al- 
berta before entering Banff Springs 
‘Hotel, Banff, for the summer, 
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On the 


Upbeat 





Claude Thornhill’s new band signed | 


to record for Columbia Records’ 35c 
label for a year. First sides to be 
made on Coast. Red Nichols crew 
also to cut for Columbia. 


Lebow new vocalist with Nichols. 





Rudolf Friml, Jr., renewed for two 


more months at Biltmore Bowl in 


Los Angeles. . 





David Broekman conducts sym-'| 
phony orchestra in ‘Ballad for Amer- | 


icans’ in Hollywood Bow! July 23. 





Henry Busse into the Palace hotel, | 


San Francisco, June 18. 





Peter Meriblum’s Kiddie Orchestra | 


was signed for a specialty in Repub- 
lic’s ‘Sing, Dance, Plenty Hot.’ 





Lee Dixon opened the Mansion, | 
Logan Road, Youngstown, O., for the 
summer season on May 29, with Kay 


Keever and Johnny Powers as vocal- 
ists. Bob Crosby is booked for Mon- 
day, June 24, at this spot. 





Marty Steele and five-piece band 
will spend the summer season at 
Vollmar’s Park, near Toledo, O. 





Wanda and her Escorts, after leav- 
ing the Willard Hotel Grill, Toledo, 
moved into the Continental Bar of 
the William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
June 1. 





Milton Tarloff, manager of the 
Trianon, Toledo dance hall, which 
closed for the summer, is in charge 
of the dancing pavilion and amuse- 
ment park at Russell’s Point, O., for 
the vacation season. 





George Olsen’s band with a com- 
plete stage unit is booked for a week, 
beginning June 17, at Cedar Point, 
Lake Erie resort near Sandusky, O., 
following Ted Weems, 
opened the season, Following Olsen 
will be Sammy Kaye, Hal Kemp, and 
Jan Savitt. WTAM, Cleveland, will 
* broadcast from the Cedar Point 
dance hall Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays, and possibly some 
network periods in addition. 





Frenchy Graffolier orchestra opens 
at Mary’s, Kansas City, June 14. Re- 
places Joe Cappo. 





Earl Mellen’s band, out of Pitts- 
burgh, opened at Euclid Beach, 
Cleveland, for a run on Saturday 
(8). Outfit recently added femme 
vocalist, Nancy Gay, formerly with 








Four test | 
sides to be made this week. Blanche | at 


which | 





TED 
LEWIS 


Personal Management: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


record week ago Sunday with 2,200. 


Cecil Golly, and a new trumpet 
player, Eddie Beck. 





Gus Bivona changed his name to 
Gus Bennett. New band currently 
Post Lodge, Larchmont, New 
York. 





Ella Fitzgerald band plays a three 
day date at the Golden Gate Expo, 
San Francisco, July 26-28. 





Frankie Masters date at the Taft 
Hotel, New York, is a three month 
stay, not four weeks. Replaces Ben 
Bernie there June 22. 





Bob Sylvester orchestra replaces 
McFarland Twins at Blue Gardens, 
Armonk, N. Y., Monday (17). 





Leonard Vannerson to leave road 
manager spot with Benny Goodman 
following completion of Goodman's 
current stand at Mark Hopkins 
Hotel, San Francisco. 





Bob Chester does four weeks at 
Dancing Campus, World’s Fair, N. Y., 
beginning Aug 31. 





Joe Higgins of Columbia Records 
flies west next week to record Benny 
Goodman, Kay Kyser and Dick 
Jurgens. 





Mary Ann McCall replaced as vo- 
calist with Charlie Barnet by Helen 
Clark. She’s from Bill Marshall’s 
band. 





Ray Hoffner, sax, out of Woody 
Herman’s group. 





John Truehart, guitar, leaves Ella 
Fitzgerald. 





Connie Russell new vocalist with 
Bobby Day. Crew currently at Ar- 
cadia Ballroom, New York. 





Jack Teagarden’s summer stand at 
Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J., keeps 
him until Sept. 15. Opens June 28. 





Nick Galetto replaced Joe Floren- 
tine on trumpet with Bobby Byrne. 
Jack Yelverton back with band after 
golf ball beaning. 





Milton Ebbins is business manager, 
not personal manager, for Count 
Basie band; Ebbins previously re- 
ported as latter. 





Bobby Pope’s crew will double 
with Nino Rinaldo’s conga-rhumba 
band beginning today (Wed.) at 
the Terrace Grill, Hotel Muehlebach, 
Kansas City. 





Clyde McCoy cracked Dancing 
Campus, World’s Fair, New York, 





Joe Rines orchestra replaced Van 
Alexander’s band at Rines’ Club 
Evergreen, Bloomfield, N. J. He took 
the five piece relief combo for Alex- 
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ander and built it up to a full size 
band, 





Will Osborne does two weeks at 
| Strand theatre, New York, opening 
July 26. Starts at Edgewater Beach 
| Hotel, Chicago, June 15. 





George Weber, organist, has or- 
ganized a band and takes over Span- 


Pittsburgh, for the summer, 





Bernie Whitman’s band at Pocono | 


Summit Inn, Pocono Summit, Pa. 





Ben Eaton set for summer grill- 
room of Buckwood Inn, Shawnee- 
on-Delaware, Pa. 





Johnny Long winding up tour of 
southern and New England colleges, 
opened limited engagement Friday 
(7) at Chase Hotel, St. Louis. Placed 


| by General Amusement. 





Jack McLean’s stay at Bill Green’s 
Terrace Gardens, Pittsburgh, which 
got under way Monday (10), is for 
four weeks. 








Bob Zurke during brief lay-over 
in Pittsburgh week ago picked up a 
new trombone player, Greg Phillips. 





Ken Bailey, singer-sax player, 
back at Seventh Avenue Hotel, Pitts- 
burgh, after getting a three-week 


_ tryout with Horace Heidt band on 
the road. 





Al Page moved into ballroom at 
Forest Park Highlands, St. Louis. 
First appearance of band since last 


winter when all instruments were! 


lost in fire that destroyed Casa Loma 
ballroom, : 


PRERAR AAR SF. 


ish Gardens at Hotel Webster Hall, | 
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Whiteman’s Son Takes 
Big Cut In Allowance 


Chicago, June 11. 


Paul Whiteman has had _ the 
amount of support for his 16-year- 
old son, Paul, Jr., reduced from $200 
weekly to $75 under a ruling of 
Superior Court Judge Nelson. 


Whiteman’s alimony payments of 
$600 a week to the mother of the 
youth was discontinued two years 
ago following her remarriage. Their 
divorce occurred in 1931. 


TOM DORSEY’S 
3,450 COVERS 
IN 1 WEEK 


In face of current conditions, the 
business done by the bands in the 
various hotel rooms in New York 
has been rather remarkable. Tommy 
Dorsey last week, for the Monday 
to Saturday stretch (3-8) piled up a 
total of 3,450 cover charges at the 
Astor Hotel, N. Y. 

Behind Dorsey, also with a show, 
the Ice Follies, is Larry Clinton with 
1,575 covers, followed by Ray Kin- 
ney at the Lexington with 1,525. 
Latter spot has a small floor layout. 
Best of the outfits with no support 
at all, leaving it entirely up to the 
band to pull ’em in, is Jimmy Dor- 
sey, with 1,425. 











Band Reviews 











TOMMY CARLYN ORCH (13) 
Lake Breese Pier, Buckeye Lake, O. 


Pittsburgh’s Tommy Carlyn group, 
although obviously designed for 
smart cafes, is converting the jitter- 
bug inhabitants of the Pier over to 
more sophisticated melodies. Young 
maestro directs an equally young 
crew of four reeds, four brass and 
four rhythm. Style is faintly remi- 
niscent of ‘swing and sway,’ ar- 
rangements having as a base a cross 
between presentations of Sammy 
Kaye and Blue Barron. However, 
the resemblance stops at the basic 
melody. 


Unusual is the lead sax man with 
a solid gutbucket tone who puts 
plenty of lift in the section. Like- 
wise the numerous belltones of the 
trombones are socko improvisions, 
not figures or overtones behind the 
lead. All specials are employed, the 
work of arranger Larry Faith, third 
sax. The music is alive, yet sweet, 
making for excellent dansapation. 
Three fiddle doubles are available, 
keeping combo up with recent trend 
to the waltz. 


Vocally the band blows its top. 
Featured are tenor Tommy Lee (also 
a soloist on the electric guitar), 
baritone Lenny Martin from the 
trumpet department, and drummer 
Bill Bennett. Bennett is the crew’s 
funny man, possessing a unique 
range enabling him to sing in ‘three 
voices.” He stands out, not only as 
a topnotch hidebeater, but as a nat- 
ural comedian. In addition to the 
soléist there are “Those Three Men 
of Melody,’ a glee club and choir to 
assist in selling the lyrics. Sans. 


LLOYD WELLS ORCHESTRA (10), 
King’s Ballroom, Lincoln, Neb. 
Devoted to short plays and one 
night stands, Lloyd Wells follows a 
musical path to strict adaptability, 
rather than conforming to a set style. 
In sets of three tunes, he makes 


practice of giving out with an oom-| 


pah, a sweet, and a jive tune—so 
every set has something for every- 
body if the crowd is mixed. The 
younger the complexion, the swing- 
ier he gets, and vice versa if it’s a 
lodgehall stomp. 

Brass is the band’s long suit, Wells, 
on the swingers, lending his trom- 
bone to support Steepe Hallowell, 
the regular slide man, and the two 
trumpets, Don Sandstrom and Walter 
Koenam. Sandstrom also doubles 
mike for the vocals. 

Leader’s brother, Harold Wells, 
sits at drum, with other rhythm 
gents being Ellsworth Walker, nice 
on the piano; and Bob Kesterson, 
bass. Reed trio is composed of Don 
Hayden, Kenneth Hohenstein, and 
Dale Mussock. 

Whatever the type of tune, or the 


arrangement, Welis always shines it | 


through with an easily discerned 
beat which can guide the most un- 
musical foot on the dance _ 

rt. 





Jerry Wald’s orchestra is playing 
in Rainbo Room and Cocktail Lounge 
of New Kenmore Hotel, Albany. 
New summer policy in effect, with 
no, gover and no minimum, 





’ 
eeaeeeeese ee eeeestss ees 


Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following {s a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (June 3-9). Total represents accumulated 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symboi ¢ 
denotes film song, t stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 
listings. : 





GRAND 

TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Blue Lovebird (4)...*Lillian Russell................. (ER aeeseecese 
Say It (9)...*Buck Benny Rides Again................ Famous ....... 41 
Sy 5 ne re 5% ios 00k 37 
Umagination (9)... cccccccccccereccccsccccsccscveces = a reSeaeeen 34 
I OT Pre re erry ee re -Witmark ....., 32 
How Can I Ever Be Alone? (2)...tAmerican Jubilee...Chappell ...... 29 
i cee bie con aes wah oes 460550000 465 6848 ReE --Amherican ...., 27 
eee rere Poy eT ORE eT Shapiro ....... 27 
I Ee BD ok 4 vee heh 6b bans 6044 0405 50% ~ = ee 27 
Where Was I? (10)...*Til We Meet Again............. Remick ....... 26 
Yours Is My Heart Alone (6)...+Land of Smiles....... DED bees e<0s 26 
You’re Lonely and I’m Lonely (4)...+La. Purchase.... Berlin ........ 26 
Too Romantic (15)...*Road to Singapore............. Paramount .... 25 
he en eS Ee) a ere ae Robbins ...... . 2 
Hear My ®RST reer rrr ee .Crawford ..... 22 
My! My! (10)...*Buck Benny Rides Again............ oMMIBOUB 6006s 21 
RI OO Oe ans ng Se cw gigih sieic oan cae arn 19 
Haven’t Time Be Millionaire (3)...*If I Had My Way. Santly ......... 19 
y Can't. Love Fou Any More (8). ccc ccciscscncccccs cl ee 19 
Meet the Sun Malf Way (5)...*If I Had My Way...... BEET occ cccs cc 17 
NTMI Ui Se che tN acy Sige s ual cee oes > 16 
PMI CPD civics care dacdec seeeee es ah Whipaiainete aint ae 16 
WV DOre 170.5 UO FeO WOU? (6B) vice ce coc o-6 000000050070 ee 16 
Be IRE ER ooo: 6 0:00.00: °0.6.0.0.0 6 6/0s0 0: 6.0'0'0:6-0oreie eR Pane 15 
BHere WOW: TNO Stars CLD) oociccscccegecccccsovcccecs a 14 
With the Wind and the’Rain in Your Hair (17)........ Paramount... 14 
Oe BOR Pere rerrTT rT Shapiro ...... . 
Tennessee Fish Fry (4)...tAmerican Jubilee......... . Chappell ...... 13 
Ss esas ods Riesdbenecawwswse seas wons Robbins s & 
I i ag i tk ee 12 
I’m Stepping Out with Memory Tonight (1)........... MODDING .....2 12 
Castio Of Dreams. (11)... °ITENE: .... occcccdocecdocceece | SES aera 11 
ce eg oe RTIEED oc ceccees 11 
SOPs CRI) CB) oobi do:s- 6:0'6-0:0:4 s::e arsisco deere viocaiewagren Southern ...... 11 
You Can’t Brush Me Off (2)...tLouisiana Purchase... Berlin ........ 11 
Alice Blue Gown (20)... .SIPONE.......ccccecccccecece eee 10 
Apple Blossoms and Chapel Bells (14)................ PROMION “600500 10 
pe TE SEC) Ea eee Lae earner er ee i | EAMOOID ooscsce 10 





RECORD REVIEWS 


+ 





Glenn Miller ‘Yours is Heart Alone’—‘Fools Rush In’ (Bluebird 10778) 


Two ballad clicks in the Miller style. Muted brass chorus gives ‘Heart’ 
a twist that makes it very listenable. Sax turn is the only ensemble dis- 
turber. It’s good. ‘Fools’ is similar and gets the benefit of a Ray Eberle 
vocal. He has finally reached a point where his average try at lyrics 
maintains a high level all through. 





Horace Heidt ‘Parade Wooden Soldiers’—‘Kerry Dance’ (Columbia 35462) 


Heidt’s writing of the standard is a nice job, made more listenable by 
easy breaks on celest, piano and trumpet. Staccato brass maintains the 
mood of the piece. making the side a cinch. It’s strengthened by the neatly 
played ‘Kerry Dance,’ a lilting tune done ensemble all the way. Vocal 
is by the ‘Heidtlites,’ a four-girl group. 





Woody Herman ‘Get Your Boots Laced Papa’ (Parts 1 and 2) (Decca 3187) 


Another in the series of originals for which Herman’s band is responsible, 
‘Boots’ is a solidly played turnout. It hops with strong work from all 
sections and uses clicko breaks on trumpet, piano and sax, some repeated, 
Finale is driving, clear brass standing out. It’s first double-faced tune toe 
come along where the playing easily bridges the gap between both sides. 
Some bands drive into the turnover full blast. This uses a piano solo with 
rhythm background to cover the reversing and the change is hardly 
noticeable. Tempo is easy. 





Kay Kyser ‘April Played Fiddle’-—‘Meet Sun Halfway’ (Columbia 35467) 


Both sides are likeable cuttings, arrangements being simple and free 
from anything but what good melody calls for; ‘April’ is smoothly and 
easily handled, embellished with a smart Ginny Sims vocal. Treatment of 
reverse ‘Sun’ gives it a lift and pep that sharpens the tune’s natural ap- 
peal. Harry Babbitt vocal and a muted trumpet are spotlighted. 





John Kirby ‘Front and Center’—‘Nocturne’ (Vocalion 5520) 


‘Front’ is an exceptionally good job but it’s coupled to a dud. First 
drives solidly along, at a fairly fast clip, pointing up the small combo’s 
clean playing and zip. Tune is an okay writing and the arrangement en- 
hances it further. Reverse is one of those things listeners wonder why it 
was ever recorded. It’s in dirge tempo, well played, but on wax as attrac- 
tive as a funeral march. 





Al Donahue ‘Fools Rush In’—‘Stepping Out With Memory’ (Vocalion 5519) 


Two strong sides; the Donahue band is reaching a solid groove. ‘Fools’ 
is liltingly arranged and played at an easy speed. Except for an early 
muted trombone bit it’s all solid ensemble. Fine melody of ‘Memory’ is 
neatly interpreted. A smooth job with nice lift. Phil Brito vocals both. 





Lionel Hampton ‘My Buddy’—‘Tempo in Swing’ (Victor 26608) 


Forgetting the tune—it’s unrecognizable anyway—‘Buddy’ is an okay job. 
It’s a fast piece split by sharp solos from a clarinet, Hampton’s vibes and 
Coleman Hawkins sax. Tune’s title is a standard, maybe this is an orig- 
inal of the same tag; har@to tell either way. Reverse is all Coleman 
Hawkins and Hampton, rest of band as background until late when the 
group mushrooms into wild swing. E 


Duke Ellington ‘Never No Lament’—‘Cotton Tail’ (Victor 26610) 


Hard to tell which is better; both sides are tasty examples of Ellington 
stuff, ‘Lament’ impressing as a shade better. Each spotlights infrequent 
Ellington piano breaks. First is arranged and played with a blend of 
saxes and brass that color it highly. It’s solid. Muted trumpet is short. 
‘Cotton’ kicks up the speed and bounces smartly along under a long tenor 
sax break. Ensemble makes contemporary original writings and playing 
look pale in comparison, 








Charlie Barnet ‘Afternoon of Moax’—‘Wanderin’ Blues’ (Bluebird 10721) 


‘Moax’ leans more heavily toward a Harlemized groove than most Bar- 
net has made lately. It’s a bouncing piece pointing up the leader’s sax 
ideas. Piano break late, backed by drums, stands out. ‘Blues’ should 
have been done without a vocal if it was to be done at all. Mary Ann 
McCall's attempt to leash her swing grooved voice to blues speed is any- 
thing but attractive. Electric guitar and muted trumpet breaks break the 
extremely slow tempo. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


With Reg Connolly’s arrival in N. Y. from London, he and Irwin Dash 
are closing a deal to take over Superior Music, an indie outfit with an 
ASCAP rating. Dash, who is an American, long domiciled in England, 
must remain in the U. S. for the duration, being unable to get a passport 
for his return although, when he left London for the States three weeks 
ago, via Genoa, he had his return passage booked on the S. S. Manhattan. 
War complications meantime, however, must keep him in America. 

Connolly and Dash are partnered in the Dash Music Co., Ltd., of which 
the latter is managing director in London. That firm will now have to be 
administered by a native Britisher until war clouds ease and Dash is per- 
mitted to return to England. " 

Connolly, who is making a periodic visit to America to buy songs, etc., 
decided to set up a U. S. branch with Dash operating that end. This gives 
the two affiliated firms on both sides of the Atlantic. Superior title will 
probably be changed in name. Joe (Banjo) Santley is mentioned as the 
firm's probable professional manager. 








Talk of the trade among songwriters at the moment is Jimmy Van 
Heusen who currently has ‘Imagination,’ ‘Polka Dots and Moon Beams’ and 
‘Shake Down the Stars’ riding, as well as three tunes in Billy Rose’s Aqua- 
cade at the New York World's Fair. The Broadway legend is that less 
than two years ago he was fired from Berlin Music, who now publish the 
first two songs named above, for trying to write songs on company time as 
a piano player. 

Van Heusen started with ‘So Help Me’ and ‘Deep in a Dream,’ his first 
two hits, and followed with ‘Heaven Can Wait,’ ‘Crazy Moon,’ ‘Darn That 
Dream’ from the legit musical of same name, ‘I Thought About You,’ 
‘Speaking of Heaven,’ ‘Make With the Kisses,’ ‘All I Remember is You,’ 
the current ‘They Ought to Write a Book About You’ and ’Ali This and | 
Heaven Too,’ which WB has tied up with the film of the same name. 








Band Bookings 


Al Donahue, June 14, Rhodes B., 
Cranston, R. J.; 15, Brooklyn College, 
New York; 16, State theatre, Hart- 











Poteau, Okla.; 20, El] Rancro theatre, 
Victoria, Tex.; 28, La Ramar B., Fort 
Dodge, Ia.; July 3-4, Castle Farms, 
Cincinnati. 

George Olsen, June 14, Idora Park, 
Youngstown, O.; 15-20, Sandusky, 
O.; 29, Fairyland Park, K. City, Mo.; 
July 3, Frog Hop B., St. Joseph, Mo. 

Ramon Ramos, July 13, six weeks, 
Broadmoor Hotel, Colorado Springs. 

Pinky Tomlin, June 30, Meadow 
Acres B., Topeko, Kansas. 

Ranny Weeks, June 22, indef., 
Washington Youree Hotel, Shreve- 
port, La. . 

Coleman Hawkins, June 14, week, 
Apollo theatre, New York. 

Al Donahue, June 19-21, Rhodo- 
dendron Festival, Asheville, N. C.; 
20, Palmetto theatre, Columbia, S. C.; 
28, week, Hipp theatre, Baltimore. 

Will Bradley, July 20, Hershey 
Park, Hershey, Pa.; 22, two weeks, 
Ritz Cartlon Hotel, Boston. 

Lou Breese, July 19, week, Or- 
pheum theatre, Minneapolis; July 28, 
Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City; 
Aug. 5, two weeks, Kennywood Park, 
Pitts. 


‘SUBSTITUTION’ SUIT 
VS. CRA DISMISSED 








Bryk, ASCAP Paris Rep, Interned 








laid up two of his musicians. 
Newburyport, Mass., hospital de- 
scribes him as doing nicely. 


OBERSTEIN SUES 
ANGELS FOR 
RENIG 


Suit of Eli E. Oberstein, v.p. and 
general manager of the U. S. Record 
Co., for $200,000 against a group that 
started to back him in a phonograph 
record venture early last year, was 
revealed Friday (7) in N. Y. su- 
preme court. Those named in the 
action, which alleges failure to go 
through with an employment con- 
tract, are ‘Dandy’ Phil Kastel, Frank 
Costello, who often has been men- 
tioned in the dailies for alleged 
‘mob’ operations, Frank Cusak, 
whose connections are likewise al- 
legedly deep in Chicago, David Pal- 
ter, a stock promoter, John Joy, 
Lewis Jaffa. 

Oberstein claims that on Feb. 21, 








Despite His Legion of Honor; 


and membership in a high French 
honorary group. ASCAP does not 
' intend to assign some one else to 
Bryk’s post for the time being. 

Alien angle was felt by ASCAP 
from another quarter last week. The 
United States government declined 
to extend the diplomatic courtesy to 
Dr. Rudolf Nissin asked in his be- 
half by the Society. Dr. Nissin, who 
was the last general manager of 
what had been the Austrian per- 
forming rights society and rated as 
the world’s leading authority in that 
field, had been retained by ASCAP 
several weeks ago to make a special 
study of performing right organiza- 
tions in South America with a view 
to solidifying relations between them 
and ASCAP. Dr. Nissin is a refugee 
but the U. S. state department 
deemed it necessary to refuse him 
a visa in light of its current move 
to maintain close supervision over 
the traveling of aliens to and from 
other countries in this continent. 

While ASCAP has dropped Dr. 
Nissin from its payroll it will see 
what can be done about having him 
absorbed in the industry. As for 
the South American project ASCAP 
will wait until it can get some 
American who knows the necessary 
languages for the assignment and 
has the capacity for quickly solving 
| the problems involved. 








% A $5.100 judgment, obtained | 1939, he entered into a contract with | 

Latest tune to be tied up by Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. as the result of | against Consolidated Radio Artists| the defendants whereby it was} 

/ attention garnered in coin-operated machines is Pat White's ‘It’s the Same in a Washington, D. C., lower court/ agreed that he was to resign from DEACON, BAND LEADER 
i |'some time ago, was vacated last 9 


' Old Shillelagh’. 





number for Victor in 1928 and the same company recently revived the 


After creating an estate for the late burlesque performer 
through his widow, Ann Grant White, Shapiro-Bernstein last week got 
her, as administratrix, to assign over the rights to the song, which had 
never before been published. White, writer of ‘Shillelagh,’ recorded the 
number but under its Blue Bird label. White introduced the song in bur- 
lesque around 1922. 

Other tunes that Shapiro-Bernstein discovered under similar circum- 
stances are ‘The Last Rose’ and ‘Beer Barre) Polka’. 





S-B bought the American rights to ‘You Made Me Care,’ current British 
best seller, from Norris Music. Deal was handled for the latter by the 
song’s writer, Joseph George Gilbert, who has been on this side for the 
past two months. 

Gilbert, under the name of Roy King, also co-wrote ‘I'll Pray for You,’ 
another current London hit, with Noel Gay, who on this title sheet used 
the nomdeplume of Stan Hill. Mills Music holds the American rights of 
‘Pray’. —_—— 

Membership in the American Society of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers is now made an item of information in the biographical chatter 





| which Broadway theatre programs carry about the show's writers. Final | 
; notations on Buddy DeSylva and Irving Berlin, in the lengthy recital of | 


| (Imperial), describes both as ‘a ranking member’ of ASCAP. 


| 


? 


; 


‘JOE MILLER REJOINS | 


their backgrounds as contained in the program of ‘Louisiana Purchase’ | 


| 








Music Notes 


FIRST BOSS, VALLEE 


{on RKO’s ‘$1.000 Marriage,’ Frank 





New Haven, June 11. 
Joe Miller, original Connecticut 


Tours on “Tom Brown's School Days,’ | 
and Roy Webb on ‘Anne of Windy | was obtained by default, according 


week after a retrial of the case. 
Dispute was over a tentative book- 
ing of the Ina Ray Hutton band, 
then handled by CRA, for a one- 
night stand run by the Jewish 
Juniors Nov. 20, 1938. Charles 
Green, head of CRA; Billy Shaw, 
one-night booker, and Ann Richard- 
son, now with General Amusement 
Corp., went to Washington last week 
to testify. Harry Berman, CRA law- 
yer, handled the case, assisted by 
Maurice Fleischman. 


Shaw was alleged to have set the, 


Hutton band for the date but no con- 


'tracts were claimed to have been 


signatured. At the last minute Miss 
Hutton, defendants claimed, became 
unavailable and Harold 
group was substituted. Stern played 
the date and a day or so later 
papers were served on Ben Kipnis, 
local booker who acted as_ go- 


| between, asking the judgment be- 
| cause the Hutton band had failed 


to show, Organization running the 


i hop was said by CRA to have sanc- 
{tioned the switch in bands and had 


even paid Stern off. He got $375 


Paul Sawtelle set for scoring job | while Miss Hutton’s price was $600. 


Kipnis failed to notify CRA of the 
impending action and the judgment 


to the latter. 


Stern’s | 


RCA, where he was recording man- 
ager at the time, secure contracts of 
certain artists, and become the head 
of a newly-formed record company 
to be called Disc, Inc. Oberstein, 
the complaint states, was to receive 
$20,000 yearly for five years, plus 
20% of the company’s stock. Also, 
according to Oberstein, the defend- 
ants were to put up a minimum of 
$150,000 to get the company started 
and arrange for distribution. 

At the time that the deal blew up 
it was reported that some of the 
group approached Oberstein on the 
idea of making a settlement, offer- 
ing to pay for any inconvenience or 
loss of time they had caused him. 
He turned down the proposition and 
insisted that they go through with 
the articles of his contract. 


Didn’t Miss a Beat 


St. Paul, June 11. 
WCCO’s ‘Harmonica Twins’—Tom 
and Ed Plehal—hustled off to Chi- 
cago recently to make 10 new Decca 
platters, and didn’t miss even one 
regular 6 a.m. ‘Sunrisers’ broadcast. 
With Irv Wickner and Don Allen, 











who play bass and guitar for ’em, the 


_ MAY BE WAR VICTIM 


Regina, Sask., June 11. 

Pilot-Officer Arthur Henry Dea- 
con, member of the All-Canadian 
squadron of the Royal Air Force, 
was reported missing in a cablegram 
| received at his home in Invermay, 
| Sask. 4 

Deacon's band, ‘Art and His Ar- 
| tists,’ was well-known in the Inver- 
| may district. 











Dorsey’s Cuffo Discs 


| To acquaint college kids with the 
| fact that he is now cutting one 35¢ 
| Bluebird release a month, as well 
| as his normal outputs of 75c sides, 
Tommy Dorsey is shipping some 
3,000 cuffo copies of the first such 
release to various college fraternity 
| halls throughout the country. Issued 
| several weeks ago, the sides are 
|sold in competition with the same 
| band’s 75c releases. 
| Dorsey is currently at the Astor 
| hotel, N. Y. 





Reelect Rocco Vocco 


| Poplars.’ First intimation, says ‘ ea 
-Y ; : s ; » SAYS| boys planed down after the mornin 
. who left Rudy Vallee to | CRA, it had of the lien was when | show, did their stints in the Winds | Professional Music Men, Inc., the 
uild his own band, has wound up Erich Wolfgang Korngold com- | Chick Webb’s band played the How-' City and flew back home the same songpluggers’ social organization as 
| 24 weeks at Hotel Taft here and re-| posing the score for ‘The Sea Hawk’ | ard theatre, D. C., and the holders | evening. One of their new discs is! distinguished from their union, the 
joined Vallee. | at Warners. | of the judgment attempted to attach |‘Chromatic Polka,’ their own com-! Music Publishers Contact Employees, 
Miller orchestra may work under | his payoff nr CRA hadn't even | position. AFL affiliate, has reelected the same 
| Vallee if and when latter resumes! Domenico Savino, composer-part- | booked that date. Wm. Morris slate of officers. 
| nitery ez | Agency was booking Webb for the-| | Rocco Vocco is prez, Joe Santly 
y career. Bob Chester leaves Essex House, | 7 oy 


|ner in Robbins Music, not making his | “’> CRA for ‘ 
} usual hegira to Italy this June, per atres and. or one-nighters. (Wednesday), be-| Charles Warren and Solly Cohn, vee- 
Saha i pees; Irving Tanz, treasurer; Lou 


'CRA claims Kipnis has since dis- |New York, today 
war situation, Will visit Hollywood | #PPpeared. | combs. Chantee snee | Schwartz, recording sec; Max Sch- 
YESTERDAY'S HIT 


+ ; 7 
longtime annual custom, due to the | ing replaced by Val Ernie’s seven- 
instead. | Case was dismissed when it was Piece one- | 
TODAY’S REQUEST 

















| proven that the booking, though ten-|ing replaced by Val Ernie's seven- loss, financial sec; Bob Miller, execu- 
} __|tatively set by Shaw via telegram,|nighting. Kitty Lane, incidentally, | ve manager. Mose Gumble is chair- 

Jane Pickens making a_ special did not have the signature of both| replaced Dolores O'Neill on vocals | man of the relief fund, that func- 
album for Columbia Records, at 8ug-| parties. Girl rep of the Juniors had | last week; latter had minor opera- tion being the major purpose of the 
gestion of Ike Levy, CBS exec. | signed but CRA hadn't. | tion. | PMM’s existence as an organization, 


aes 7 ~———_ = 



































Franz Waxman doing the score on | 


| 

pores one: eeee Evens’ | Mitchell Parish and Peter De Rose honestly believe 
| 
| 





George Gershwin's 








Robert Stolz and Gus Kahn 


The Man | Love | cleffed three songs for ‘Spring Pa- | 
rade’ at Universal. Ditties are ‘It’s 


Recorded by Foolish, but It’s Fun,’ ‘Waltzing in 
FRANCES LANGFORD | the Clouds’ and ‘When April Sings.’ 
on Decca 2882 and by 

ARTIE SHAW 

on Bluebird 10128 


AND 


FASCINATIN’ RHYTHM 
HARMS, INC. 


RCA Bldg., New York, N.Y. 








this Is their best song since “Deep Purple” 


MILLER MUSIC, Ine. + 1629 Broadway, New York 
BEN GILBERT, Gen. Mgr. * HERB REIS, Prof. Mgr. 








Herbert Stothart scoring Metro's ‘I 


Married An Angel’, 





Gus Kahn writing lyrics for ‘Bit- | 
ter Sweet’ and ‘Go West’ at Metro. | 





—_——- ——_ 


Peter Tinturin sold two saees, | 
‘Chiquita’ and ‘As Long as We Are} 
Dancing,’ to Republic for use in ‘The | 
Ranger and the Lady.’ ' 
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Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 


! 


i 
‘ 
1 


‘ . { 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. | 


Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give; ™marred, by the bre > 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and | cooling system. The Wednesday (5) | 


holiday price.) 


Band Hotel 
Charlie Barnet....Lincoln (225; 50c-$ 
Larry Clinton* 
Del Courtney* 


Jimmy Dorsey...Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50) 


Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1). 


‘Sleepy Hall.......Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50) 
RSet Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50) 


Ray Kinney* 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. : 


...» New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50) 
...-Park Central (375; 50c-$1) 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers | 
Viayed Week On Date 
RO ee er 6 850 3,575 
reer . 2. 1a 6,675 
Pitches scare . >» 3,650 
een eee 9 1,425 13,075 
FLAS NOC Ie 3 3,450 8,750 
are eeweee i 250 4,550 
i es Mews oa 4 1,525 5,675 


floor show, although the band is the 





Night Clu 





6b Reviews 


| 








COLONY CLUB, CHI 





Chicago, June 6. 


Carl Ravazzo Orch (12), Fantasia 
and Rhumboleros (6), La Playa 
Dancers (8), Owen and Parker; 
minimum, $2.50; Saturday, $3.50. 





Atmosphere is rapidly becoming a 
key factor in Chicago nite life, simi- 
lar to the atmosphere search of the 
nite-lifers in New York. Weight of 


entertainment is not enough, with | 


the nocturne’ mob seeking rooms 
which have distinction in themselves. 
For this reason the Colony Cluo 
remains on the upper layer of the 
Chicago roster of nite spots, for it 
gives its customers a place of dis- 
tinction as far as physical setup is 
concerned. 

Carl Ravazzo’s orchestra has been 
imported from the Coast and is 
highly suitable for this room. It’s a 
smooth, sweet aggregation that is a 


cinch to please the wine-buyers here. | 


Ravazzo himself makes a fine ap- 


earance and handles himself smart- | 


y at.all times. He comes up with 
neat pipes, too. 

Strictly for the conga and rhumba 
faddists who flock to this spot is the 
group known as Fantasia and her 
Rhumboleros. Fantasia is handy 
with a pair of gourds which she uses 
instead of a baton, and the group 


turns out a solid calibre of tropical | 


rhythms. 

Holding over from the. previous 
show are the La Playa dancers, who 
have some interesting routines in the 
South American strain and wind up 
always with the conga. parade, weav- 
ing among the tables for a good 
novelty. 

On the floor are Owen and Parker, 
_a two-man comedy song team, with 
one of ’em pounding the ivory ac- 
companiment. They cut loose oc- 
casionally with some double en- 
tendre rhymes which are more ef- 
fective towards the curfew, when 
the atmosphere is more clubby. They 
avoid the subtle at all times and 
prefer to sledge their points across. 

Gold. 


‘You Made Me Love You.’ 
Mace and Leon have become al- | 
| most fixtures locally. Here for the | 
'ninth successive week, they have 
| built up a following. Team works 
| hard, contributing a Mexican folk 
| dance, congo, rhumba, samba, waltz, 
| and joining in line in a fiesta num- 
| ber that marks the show's high spot. 
The gals, all lookers draped in color- 
ful costumes come on in a fast, hil- 
| arious routine that is sock. It’s staged 
| by Midge Fielding. 
| Line’s finale is an Arabesque num- 
| ber with Bob Russell handling tunes 
‘neatly from ‘Desert Song.’ Russeil 
also m.c.s smoothly. 

Show and dansapation are ably 
| handled by Neil (Sonny) Fontaine’s 
| boys, while Vincent Rizzo's trio play 
| the lulls, mostly rhumba time. Jack 

Randall and Helen Heath vocal in 

the Tropical Bar, with Herb Dubrow 

doing the key-tickling. 

Biz at show caught was bullish. 
Shal. 


(he’s 16) “sings It’s All Yours’ wa 


Vogue Room, Cleve. 
(HOLLENDEN HOTEL) 


Cleveland, June 2. 
Sammy Watkins Orch (7), Nan 
' Blackstone, Val Voltane, Kean Sis- 
| ters, Romany Three. 





Whether or not the Hollenden! 
|showed good judgment in booking 
'Nan Blackstone, the femme Dwight 
Fiske of the purple ditties, is the 
point being heatedly argued by local 
critics and Vogue Room execs, with 
the former winning the edge. | 


| One reason for it is that the sil- | 
very-haired singer, on her first hotel 
‘date here, hasn’t been able to gauge 
| accurately the tempo or mood of this 
somewhat bluenose town. She also} 
jerrs in going too far out on a limb 
‘where the material is concerned. 
First-night parodies were far too 
torrid for even this spot’s rather 
sporty clientele, some of the raw 








| mestic 





Nitery Followup 














COLLEGE RHYTHM _ 


The 11th of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re. 





Tony Martin’s return to the Ver- | gards dance music and dance bands. 


sailles, N. Y., was marked, but not 


opening was one of the record hot 
days this season and the club was 
literally a sweat-box, but 
' perhaps the most significant tribute 
| to the ingratiating songster was the 


| almost 


/'manner in which they didn’t walk 
out. Biz was good, too. Martin kid- 
| dingly referred to the heating plant 
| and then went into his song cycle, 
| which is still whammo. 

| Possessed of a highly effective 
vocal delivery and a good physique 
to go with the ballads; his repertoire 
of tamiliars takes om extra values 
through specialized song salesman- 


‘ship. For the preem he had Milton 


Berle (in a new bobbed schnoz), 
Maxie Rosenbloom (in a_Slapsie- 
Maxie delivery) and Rudy Vallee (in 
a terrific tan and a Yale accent) to 
aid him with the adlib hoke. 





Sherman Billingsley’s Stork re- 
mains bullish amidst bearish mani- 
festations, from world war to do- 
night-loafing. Ernie Holst’s 
band is a strong dansapation outfit, 
and the assisting rhumba unit now 
gives out with adlib congaing by the 
songstress and one of the band boys, 
in native Cuban costume. It breaks 
the straight dance sets up nicely, 
and is in line with the growing trend 
by the east side spots to extend their 
scope. a bit more with occasional 
divertissements. 





Tamara is completely lost to the 
Ben Marden’s Riviera (Englewood, 
N. J.) customers, especially at din- 
ner. Danny Kaye and Mary Raye 
and Naldi alone seem to register. 
Ames and Arno, excellent panto 
team, with their hokum_§acro- 
dancing, which figure, on paper, to 
be ideal for the spot, also don’t 
register for some reason. Lev Reis- 
man plays an excellent show accomp 
and likewise for the hoof-music. 
Pancho’s congarhumba band alter- 
nates and is unique in its soft-pedal 
rhythms, which is as it should be, 
and not blasting as some of ’em. If 
the customers can get it in a large 
room like the Riviera, a.roadhouse 
perched ideally on the Hudson River 
cliffs across the George Washington 
bridge, it should fit almost anywhere. 
The Chester Hale girls are proper 
feminine background for the setting. 





Havana-Madrid (N. Y.) new sum- 
mer edition, titled ‘Maracas,’ staged 
by conferencier Sergio Orta, with 
special song material by Oscar de la 
Rosa, who also batons the dansapa- 
tion expertly, is a bright revuette. 
Much is compressed into this Broad- 
way nitery’s slightly more than half 
hour’s running time. Orta, a rotund 
comedian, is a good funster. Two 
dance teams, Silvio and Melba, and 
Alberto and Lita, run the gamut of 
the ballroomology from heated 
rhumbas to native Spanish jota 
dance routines. Arturo Cortes is 





seorchers like ‘Little Richard’ mak- | 








ing some of the professionals wince. | 

In following sessions she had more 
assurance, changing repertory and | 
landing more laughs, but not quite} 
enough. Best clicker is her rendi-| 
tion of ‘Jitterbug Lullaby.’ She also 
gives familiar ‘Isabella the Queen’ a 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(HOTEL WALTON) 





chief vocalist, and Luis Rijos is the 
alternate male lead for some of the 
ensembles. Mona Lisa, who isn’t as 
angelic as her billing, sings ‘Perfidia’ 
and ‘Mystery of Life,’ a curious par- 
lay in song selections. She should 
stick to the Spanish stuff exclusively, 
especially in this environment. The 





Philadelphia, June 7. 
Joe E. Lewis, Bob Russell, Gary 


Leon and Tut Mace, Buster Shaver | 


with Olive, George and Richard 
Brasno, Herb Dubrow, Jack Randall, 


Helen Heath, House Line (14), Neil} 


(Sonny) Fontaine Orch (12), Vin- 
cent Rizzo Trio; No cover or mini- 
mum. ; 





In anticipation of the G.O.P. Con- 
vention, Jack Lynch is getting to- 
gether a show that’s tops in enter- 
tainment in these parts. His roof 


is air-conditioned and it looks like | 


the liveliest spot in town despite the 
heat. 


Back for his third appearance in 


fresh line of patter and parodies, the 
comic had trouble getting off at show 
caught (Fri. midnight). 
Particularly rib-tickling is Lewis’ 
burlesque of a singing telegrammist, 
the ‘Groom. Song,’ parodies. on 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ and his old stand- 
bys, ‘The Lady is a Tramp’ and 
‘Weekend of a Private Secretary.’ 


Though much of Lewis’ routine: is | 


double entendre, his style makes it 
inoffensive. 

Normal-sized Buster Shaver, with 
the three midget performers, Olive 
George and Richard Brasno, are dif- 
ferent from the run-of-the-mine 
Lilliputian acts. 


talented and don’t depend on their | 


freak size to put them across. They 
open with Olive and George doing 
a duet, Shaver accompanying them 


Midgets are really | 


; pickup. 

Only answer for mild reception is 
| that the Blackstone rapid-fire tech- 
|nique of high-pressuring oldies is a 
| bit lacking in subtlety, or showman- 
ship, for this sector. Singer’s name, 
biggest spot has had since Gus Van, 
is bringing sporadic crowds and 
mixed reactions. 

Val Voltane is more of a consistent 
pleaser with magic bar, turning 
| water or milk into alcoholic setups 
| with adeptness. Two Kean Sisters 
color their tapping routine neatly, 
one showing ability in hoydenish 
| mugging and other adding an okay 
| ballad and some blonde pulchritude. 

Romany Three put on a tuneful 


Sammy Watkins’ band is closing in 
a fortnight but still liked enough to 
|hold on through the summer if it 
had to. Pullen. 


_ SKY-HY ROOF, K. C. 


(HOTEL CONTINENTAL) 


| 
Kansas City, June 8. 
Hamilton’s Orch with 
| Howard Jarrard; LaRue Parker, 


| Omar Trio; $1 minimum; Saturdays, 
| Sundays, holidays, $1.50. 


} 
' 


| George 





| Supper dine and dance spot atop the 


| Continental, which has been under | 


new management past year or more 


This spot opened last week as a’ 





at the piano, on medley of oldie bal- (it was formerly Hotel Kansas 
lads. They polish it off with fine | Cityan). Twenty-two stories put it 
hoofing. Shaver and the tiny gal} above most of downtown buildings ; 


then do a graceful waltz, winding up | and it makes a great play on the 
with Olive doing some _ difficult | strength of cool atmosphere. 

twists. It brings salvos. Cute trick; Operation is on the basis of a| 
is Olive’s impersonation of a pocket-| restaurant with music and makes | 
edition of Mae West. But the kid’ no effort at being a nitery. For this 
brother, Richard, almost stops the | policy Manager Dudiey . Baker es | 
show. Introed as his debut, the lad’ brought in George Hamilton’s orch 


eight girls are all lookers, working 
neatly and cleanly, yet with the nec- 
essary Spanish paprika to suit the 
environment. Abel. 





| deme the Coast for three weeks. 
| Hamilton crew makes its job that 
| of providing dance music and gives 
| attention to little else. 

|. The leader's style caters to regu- 
| lation dance requirements, and is 
j bringing customer satisfaction. Music 
| is heavily backgrounded with 
| strings and approaches, .at times, a 
| Jazz-symphonic style. Heeding the 
| trend of requests, Hamilton mixes it 
up with frequent rhumbas, tangos 


now and then and has Howard 
| Jarrard tenoring, and creditably. 

A violin trio of Marvin Butler, 
Billy Hill and Hamilton are fea- 


| tured, and arrangements are by Dick 
Murray, of the reeds. He _ also 
doubles on the fiddle. Ernie Guy 
plays sax full time with Butler join- 
ing with Murray to make a trio. 
Rudy Adams and Ray Foster han- 
die trumpets, and Foster takes a 
turn at baritoning a bailad. Paul 
Richardson strums bass viol, Ed 





Edwards doubles on piano and 
celeste and Aubrey Rebard drums. 
Hamilton has group trained as a glee 
club and offers a vocal trio of Rich-- 
ardson, Hill and Jarrard. 


Between sets by orch, LaRue 
Parker torches with accompaniment 
| by two partners of the Omar Trio, 
who hold out in the downstairs cock- 
| tail lounge afternoons. Parker gal 
is long on looks and fulfills on voice 
count. 

Spot was not open last season, but 
was in previous years. Decorations 
are in rustic motif. Policy on open- 
ing is somewhat experimental, but 
expected to be set for the summer 
as is, Quin. 





: ; a | and congas ‘ks in < y 
recent months in Joe E. Lewis and | vocal version of ‘Bruca Manigua’ be- | congas, works in a novelty tune 


registering his usual click. With a‘!fore going into their strolling act. | 


Rehnborg pumps trombone, Charles | 


The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 


‘own of the! have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body asa 


| whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given fur- 
' ther instructions as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear as 
the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions being 
their own. , . 

Variety publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands, with 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 
trade. This is a continuation of a series originated by Vartery in 1935. 


MINNESOTA 


By Deane Boyd, ’40 
(Editor, ‘Ski-U-Mah’) 





Minneapolis, June 11. 

The Gophers have stripes down their backs where hep-cats are con. 
cerned. They avoid them and quickly go into hibernation when one shows 
up on a dance floor. The jitterbug is dying out here by a process of slow 
purging, and the few holdouts will soon have to take refuge behind sound. 
proof doors. 

It's not that the Gophers don’t like swing. But it must be sweet before 
they'll set foot on, the dance floor. Perhaps it’s because collegians appre- 


ciate the licks that go into real jive and would rather just listen. But the 
fact is they dance to sweet and listen to jive. 


In a poll taken this year during the visit of Clyde McCoy, who was 
playing at the swank Military Ball, 158 said they preferred sweet and 
slow to the six who wanted hot. Nevertheless, ‘Scatterbrain’ led ‘My 
Prayer’ in campus popularity at that time. Since that time the campus 
opinion has become more definite, and sweet swing is in solid with the 
local boys and girls. : 


This doesn’t mean that the Gophers have suddenly gone clubfooted. 
Minnesota likes its cutups and pays its pipers well, but to Minnesotans 
jazz means more than the saccharine strains of a corny ballad or the caco- 
phony of blasting brasses. Musical monstrosities had their day here but 
too many bands fell into the melodic groove cut by other swing outfits. 


In the Three-Quarter Mood 


Certainly there is a definite tendency in this area to settle back after 
those perspiring days when hot swing was ruining starched collars. The 
campus of late has become a hotbed of waltz classes. Each Monday after- 
noon the Minnesota Union holds Vienesse Waltz hours at which free in- 
struction in three-quarter time is given. The three-step has been packing 
them in, where a year ago not a soul would have showed up. This retreat 
to Strauss at Minnesota is just another symptom of the swing-to-sweet 
swing. 

Among the big name bands which have appeared here lately for college 
doings were Don Bestor at the Interprofessional Ball, Art Kassel at the 
Junior Ball, Russ Morgan at the Foundation Ball, Will Osborne for the 
Homecoming Dance, and Bob Chester at the very select Intercollegiate 
Charity Ball. Morgan’s music in the Morgan manner went way over. He 
and Clyde McCoy birthed the most fan clubs here. Bob Chester is climb- 
ing fast in the esteem of Minnesotans. However, Royce Stoenner’s sophise 
ticated swing was candidly unimpressive to most who attended the Com- 
mon Peepul’s Ball. 


Lombardo, King and Tucker 


There are many bands the Gophers would like to see at their dances, 
but’ it is impossible to get them. A canvass of the campus by sidewalk 
interrogators brings to light the fact that the Gophers know whom they 
would like to get for their dances, however. Lo, Guy Lombardo’s name 
led all the rest, but Wayne King and Orrin Tucker were not far behind. 

Most of the orchestras at local nite spots still play loud and fast, for they 
are catering to the holdouts, but they should take a look at the handwrit- 
ing on the wall. It would be wise for them to watch attendance at the 
big Minnesota proms, for that’s the best criterion of the band’s popwlarity. 

The Twin Cities’ two biggest campus draws have long been the Terrace 
Cafe in the Hotel Lowry, and the Minnesota Terrace in the Nicollet hotel 
The Lowry has been running Ted Travers with his ‘Music You'll Remem- 
ber,’ but students would rather forget it. 
not done badly, but Jimmy Joy, who followed him, excites only apathy on 
campus. 

St. Paul’s Club Casino has used Dick Shelton, the ‘Southern Sweet 
King,’ very successfully from the college trade standpoint, and the book- 
toters are growing at the Lounge Pierre, where Col. Manny Prager and his 
Cavaliers hold out. Dick Long, who has been at the Curtis hotel for years, 
was candidly avoided by the college kids until recently, when they began 
to turn up there quite often. And with the signing of the Curtis for the 
Publications Ball the stock of Dick Long is going up. 


Bill Bardo at the Nicollet has 





| 
| 


Local Faves 


Rather frequently frequented. by the bookworms is the Red Feather, 
where Jeanie and the Gents held out this winter with Gil Evans at the 
Novachord. e 


‘The Orpheum has brought several famous bands here this year for per- 
sonal appearances and, while collegians could not dance in the aisles, 
campus attendance was a good ‘criterion of what the Gophers liked in their 
big bands. Orrin Tucker depopulated the ivy covered buildings of the 
university, for everyone succumbed to his violins. And everyone wanted 
to see that girl with that wee voice over the airwaves. Lawrence Welk, 
who began here, came back with enthusiastic kids waiting for him, and 
Benny Goodman, showman that he is, spent time on the campus getting in 
solid with the students. Names like Heidt and Duchin are magic here- 
abouts. 

Records which have the greatest sale at varsity wax dispensaries are 
not the loud discs, but rather tunes like ‘Isle of May,” ‘When You Wish 
Upon a Star,’ ‘Indian Summer’ and ‘Darn That Dream’. Down the list are 
‘Tuxedo Junction,’ ‘Between 18th and 19th on Chestnut Street’ and ‘Wham’. 

Top band in record sales at Minnesota is Glenn Miller. His ‘Blue World,” 
‘Careless’ and ‘Tuxedo Junction’ are on the 10 best seller lists at once a 
month ago. 

Disks Tell the Story 


Since fraternities and sororities began installing their own record- 








changers the sale of platters has become a good criterion of band popu- 
larity here. But the swing leaders are listened to more than danced to. 
There is a healthy respect for stomp stuff, but when the rugs are rolled 
up Wayne King and Guy Lombardo get the twirl spot. 

Students bring their favorite records to the Minnesota Union's Twilite 
Hours and dance to them. Of late the solid jive records have been less 
prevalent at these hours, and Artie Shaw’s ‘All the Things You Are’ and 
Kay Kyser’s ‘Isle of May’ are rated tops. i 

A word about gripes. Gophers don’t like bator! wielders who rely on 
slapstick comedy to brighten the pauses. Thus, Ben Bernie is not on Min- 
nesota’s list because of his banter. If a leader must use a quip as well 
as a baton to keep his boys going, we'd prefer a muffler. Granted a cers 
tain amount of tweedledee is necessary to let us know who is playing, but 
not to the point of fumbling. Many of us would like Kay Kyser better 
if he could keep his mouth shut. Novelty numbers are all right and even 
aining in popularity here, but too much novelty can kill it. 

(Next week: Vanderbilt) 
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Call Armistice in AGVA’s Philadelphia 








Agents Strike; Final Confabs in N.Y. 


Philadelphia, June 11. Moot Point 


A strike of members of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists against 
Philly agents over the franchise 
question, skedded to start yesterday 
(Monday emeeT ethan er| wien would picket offices of 
ee officials of AGVA and the En- ae one perplexing 
tertainment Managers Assn. An . ' ” 
interim truce was called pending ap- a ae ah grt gh ee 
proval of peace terms between the fices? s 
two warring groups by Hoyt Had- aie 


dock, executive secretary of AGVA. 
Haddock will confer with Thomas E. H OPE UNIT | ST 
MET, HUB, SHOW 


Kelly, Philly AGVA biz agent, to- 
morrow (Wednesday) in New York. 
Boston, June 11. 
Bob Hope and his stage company, 


Under the armistice agreement, 

the 10-percenters were given the 

right to sign a blanket agreement— 

the demand that started the fire- 

works. But as a compromise, each 

agent’s name would be tacked on to 

the franchise. In addition, individ- 

ual agents would be allowed to get 

AGVA licenses if they wanted them. see thre Ge Eee. Ge 
have been booked into the Metro- 
politan here for the week of June 28, 
‘Ghost Breakers,’ the Bob Hope film, 
will be on the screen that week, and 
a 20-piece stage band will be led by 
Rakov, local radio maestro airing on 
coast-to-coast NBC blue from WBZ, 

Boston. 


On the other hand, under the 
truce, AGVA agreed not to franchise 

Although there is no promise that 
the Met will run more stage shows 


any agent without approval of the 
this summer, the management has 


EMA. The clause forcing virtual 

surrender of EMA powers to the 

newly formed Artists Representa- 
recently closed a deal with the local 
musicians’ union covering the hiring 
of a 20-piece band for one or more 


tives Association was erased. Also, 
the AGVA demand of an arbitrary 

stage presentations during the months 
of July and August, 


10°, agents’ commission was elim- 
The met has been a straight film 


jnated. 
Before the weekend huddle AGVA 
house since February, 1938, and had 
run stage shows up to that time since 


was set to pull all acts from any 

agent that hadn’t signed an individ- 
it opened in October, 1927. Incident- 
ally, Hope last played here in No- 





Philadelphia, June 11. 
Threat by Tom Kelly, AGVA 
biz agent, that members of the 











ual franchise by 6 p.m. Monday. Al- 
though any contract signed would 
be honored, members of AGVA 
would have been forbidden to sign 
for any future booking with an un- 
licensed agent. Offices of agents 
were skedded to be picketed. 








Nitery operators were dismayed at . 
the threatened strike, especially in | vember, 1935, as featured comic of a 
view of the coming Republican Na- | unit. 
tional Convention, on which they’re | : 
depending to pull them out of the | Hope's Detret Deal - 
red. | Bob Hope, at Michigan, Detroit, 


'on percentage with world preem of 
his own picture, ‘Ghost Breakers,’ 
currently is guaranteed $12,500 and 
a split over $40,000. He received 
the same guarantee but the 50-50 
split started at $42,000 at Loew’s 
State, N.Y., last week, where he 
grossed nearly $49,000. 


Virtually every member of EMA 
refused to sign the individual fran- 
chises on the ground that it made 
agents ‘employers’ instead of ‘em- | 
ployment agent,’ as defined by the | 
State. EMA officials pointed out that | 
the arbitrary 10° commission was, 
in effect, price-fixing, and, as such, : 
was a violation of the Federal Con- Sam Dembow, Jr., Par h.o. execu- 


le | tive, left for Detroit Thursday after- 
raion bo nde oe gti ge | noon (6) for local huddles, going on 
0g ‘ sr _ a ” ig = ay | to Chicago and Minneapolis from 
its members would wrec e | there. 


the Seatlion of Gittins ta Som 10 CE | D ANCER, MUSICIAN ASK 
$25,000 EACH IN SUIT 





tates of the New York AGVA office. 
The Philly AGVA group does not 
have local autonomy. 


TOWER, K. * WILL UP S Suit os oe ag cctggeccn 
ADMISH FOR ‘SCANDALS’ | terea by ‘Lydia Buttner, dancer, and 
| P 








hilip Suguitan, musician, against 
Daniel Christie, ‘John Doe’ and 
‘Richard Roe,’ representing the own- 
er and licensee of the cabaret Little 
Old New York, was revealed yester- 
day (Tuesday) in the N. Y. supreme 
court, when Christie sought a dis- 
missal on grounds that the complaint 
failed to state a cause of action. The 





Kansas City, June 11. 

Tower theatre has set the picture 
house tab version of George White’s 
‘Scandals’ for six days beginning 
June 14, Manager Barney Joffee is 
figuring on upping the scale to 65c 
tops instead of the usual 25c any 
seat, any time. ‘Scandals’ in com- 
plete form played Music Hall here 
several months ago at $3 top. 

Booking is first of outside units 
Joffee has lined for the summer 
months. Major Bowes’ Fifth Anni- 
versary unit is set to follow June 21 Jerry Buttner seeks $5,000 for be- 
and will show at the regular admis- | ing deprived of his wife's services. 
sion. Evelyn Brent with Harry Fox | Action was started in October, 1939, 
is on the docket for June 28. ‘but not disclosed till now. 


were performing at the nitery, claim 
injuries suffered through burns on 
Jan. 29, 1939, at the cabaret through 
the alleged carelessness of the de- 
fendants. 

















EDDIE PEYTON TO TRY 
COMEBACK IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 

Eddie Peyton, who has had more 
ups and downs in the nitery biz here 
than an elevator operator, is plot- 
ting a comeback. With financial 
backing from a Mckees Rocks pin- 
ball machine baron, the _ band- 
leader and host is rebuilding his 
Steubenville Pike roadhouse, which 
was leveled to the ground by flames 
several months ago at an estimated 
loss of $50,000. 

At one time Pittsburgh’s most suc- 
cessful night club owner, Peyton's 
misfortune began when he was sen- 
tenced to two years in the work- 
house for slugging a patron. While 
in jail, spot had been run to ground 


by absentee operators and Peyton 
began a long grind to rebuild. After 
couple of years it was once more 
a going concern when an employee 
left burning cigaret around the 
premises and the place went up in 
smoke. Since then, Peyton has been 
jobbing around as an entertainer 
and for a time considered going to 
California for a new start. He ex- 
pects to have the spot rebuilt by 
late summer. 


Ferry Speedboating 
Talent to N.Y. Fair; 
Pierre’s Roof Show 











Since exclusivity alone is no draw, 
Felix Ferry, since taking over direc- 
tion of the Terrace Club at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair, is bringing in The 
Hartmans starting tomorrow 
(Thursday). . They itst closed at 
Ferry’s Monte Carlo in Manhat- 
| tan. Ted Straeter’s band already has 
| been on a motor launch between the 
midtown nitery and Fairgrounds’ 
Terrace Club, making his dinner- 
| Supper jumps via water taxi. The 
Hartmans will concentrate solely at 
the Fair spot. F 

Ferry, meantime, launched an- 
other nitery venture last night 
(Tuesday) at the Hotel Pierre Roof 
(N. Y.) which he’s taken over in an 
endeavor to put that spot on the map 
with his socialite following. Carol 
Bruce, from ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
doubles into the Pierre. Eddie 
Oliver is the band. Latter goes to 
| Ross-Fenton Farms, near Asbury 
Park, in Wanamassa, N. J., later in 
the month when Meyer Davis re- 
opens that spot June 28. Joe E. Lewis 
and Terry Lawlor will be co-attrac- 


tions at the Ross-Fenton, which 
Ralph Maurice will manage for 
Davis. 





Whitehead Drops Libel 
Suit vs. 4 A’s Execs 


Ralph Whitehead, executive-secre- 





dancer and musician, both of whom | 





WILL and GLADYS 


AHERN 


Currently CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 





Direction: NAT KALCHEIM 














HELEN TERRY 


Prima Donna — ; 
HI-HAT CLUB, CHICAGO 
Dir.: MIKE LEVY 











tary of the defunct American Fed- 
eration of Actors, has dropped his 
| libel suit against various officials 
|of the parent union, the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America. There 
was no monetary settlement _in- 
volved. Case, which grew out of 
statements issued by the Four A’s 
| executives at the time of the IATSE 
battle last summer 
| AFA charter had been revoked by 
the Four A’s, has been 
since that time. 


Another libel action, brought by 
Bernard Reis, accountant for the Four 


pending 


A’s, against Sophie Tucker, AFA 
, president, has also been  discon- 
tinued. 





Joe Budar Bkpt. Again 


Milwaukee, June 1]. 
Joe Budar, one of the most widely 
known night life figures in this ter- 
ritory, took the bankruptcy route 
| this week for the second time in 
| seven years. Liabilities, $17,584; as- 
sets, $5,000. 
Budar has been involved in some 
50 court actions in the last 15 years, 
both criminal and civil. In the pro- 
| hibition era he was jailed as head 
of a large whiskey ring, sentenced 
_to Leavenworth for two years and 
| lost his citizenship. 





and after the | 





J. C. Vaude Winds Up 


Orpheum, Jersey City, wound up 
its season of vaude Saturday (8) and 
will go back into the policy in Sep- 
tember, according to Bernie Brooks, 
manager of the Rosenblatt circuit, 
which operates the house. 

The split-week policy was adopted 
last November, purely as an experi- 
ment in place of banko and other 
such hypos, and ran for 28 weeks. 
House will continue with straight 
films over the summer. 


AGVA STRIKES 
PITT NITERY 





Pittsburgh, June 11. 

Newly-organized American Guild 
of Variety Artists chapter here last 
week stepped in and pulled the floor 
show out of Lou Passarello’s road- 
house, the New Penn, which has 
been on blacklist of musicians union 
Local 60 for more than a year now. 
Although no union bands have been 
playing Passarello’s spot for some 
time, entertainers have continued to 
work there with non-union musi- 
cians because of loosely-knit organi- 
zation of nitery performers locally. 

That was before AGVA stepped 
in, however, and in last few weeks 
recruited all available vaude talent 
in this district for its rolls. Under- 
stood that Passarello hadn’t been 


manded by AGVA and was warned 
short time ago that blacklist would 
be invoked. 

Without warning, union officials 
went to New Penn Thursday night 
(6) between shows and refused to 
permit performers to go on with 
midnight performances. Passarello 
has been employing local talent ex- 
clusively for several months and said 
he would henceforth go out of town 
tor non-union performers. 


WHITE’S ‘SCANDALS’ SET 
FOR CHI: OTHER NAMES 


Chicago, June 11. 

George White's ‘Scandals,’ as vaude 
unit,, has Leen set into the Balaban 
& Katz Chicago for week of June 28. 
Price is reported at $10,000 and a 
split. 

Week of July 5 there will be a 
combination show of Rochester, 














Tony Martin comes in for week of 
Aug. 5, and there is a likelihood that 


| of the Orrin Tucker orch with Bon- 
| nie Baker, 


meeting basis minimum wage de- | 


|Frank Parker and the DeMarcos. | 


he will be followed by a repeat date | 


'4A’s Groups Will Meet With TA On 
Uniform Benefit Policy; ‘Peeves’ Of 
AGVA, AGMA, AFRA Fail to Hold Up 


Committees representing the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 
America and the Theatre Authority 
will probably meet in New York 
before the end of this week to de- 
termine a definite and uniform pol- 
icy on benefits that will hold good 
for all the talent unions. At the 
meeting in N.Y. of the TA board 
and union representatives last 
Thursday (6), which was called as a 
‘showdown’ on reports that three of 
the Four A’s unions were working at 
cross-purposes to the TA, the de- 
cision was made to huddle on a new 
policy to replace the one instituted 
when the TA was first formed five 





/ years ago. At that time the only 
participating unions were Equity 
and the’ since disenfranchised 


American Federation of Actors. 


Neither the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists nor the Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists had any 
specific complaints to register 
against TA at the Thursday meeting, 
although asked point blank if they 
had any. All three unions were in- 
volved in the reports of TA disaf- 
fections. AGMA’s executive secre- 
tary, Blanche Witherspoon, had pre- 
viously stated specifically that no 
AGMA members would henceforth 
play benefits unless they were paid, 
exempting only benefits involving 
national crises. She did not restate 
this stand at the TA _ meeting, 
neither did Hoyt Haddock, exec 
secretary of AGVA, nor George 
Heller, in similar post at AFRA, 
have anything to say. about alleged 
mismanagement of the benefit probe 
lem by TA. 

Alan Corelli, executive secretary 
of TA, which is headed by Sam 
| Scribner, asked for the ‘showdown’ 
| meeting. Final result of the confab, 
| besides setting machinery in motion 
| for the appointments of committees 
| to meet on a new policy, was a joint 
resolution which stated that ‘the 
various unions affiliated with the 
| Four A’s unions categorically denied 
| there was any truth’ in the reports 
| that they were figuring on withe- 
| drawing from TA. 
| Another outcome of the meeting 





was the appointment of a separate 
committee, composed of Miss Wither- 
spoon, Jean Hersholt, of the Motion 
| Picture Relief Fund, and Corelli, to 
| determine the policy of TA and the 
| unions in regard to the Red Cross 
| rallies. This committee has already 
| met and full cooperation with the 
| Red Cross has been decided. Inas- 
| much as the Red Cross rallies do not 
| charge an admission, the TA will 
| get no percentage from such fund 
| drives. 

Four A’s committee on benefits 
will include the executive secre- 
| taries of all the unions. TA’s group 
will consist of Walter Vincent, chair- 
man; Brock Pemberton, Ashley 
| Miller, Antoinette Perry and Corelli, 
i the latter sitting in ex-officio, 


| 
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Abe Lyman Ys. Billy Rose Prompts 


Union Probe on Blair-Boyd Buy 


Nicky Blair and Paul Boyd, re- 
putedly purchasers of Billy Rose’s | 
Barbary Coast at the New York 
World's Fair, were ordered yester- 
day (Tuesday) by musicians union 
Local 802 to appear before its board | 
today (Wed.) with their books and 
accounts. If the board finds the sale} 
irregular, ® says it will hold Rose 
responsible for the full term of Abe 
Lyman’s 24-week Fair contract; and, | 
unless an amicable settlement is 
made, Rose will be placed on the. 
unfair list. This means that all 
bands might be pulled from the! 
N. Y. and Frisco Aquacades, and his | 
Diamond Horseshoe nitery. 

According to Blair and Boyd's 
story to the union, they bought the 
Barbary Coast from Rose for $25,000, 
putting up $10,000 in cash. The} 
union seemingly is skeptical. 

Regardless, the union says Blair | 
and Boyd will be responsible for the | 
Lyman contract. They base this 
rule on the fact that Blair, as Rose’s 
erstwhile personal rep for Rose, and 
Boyd, who managed the B. C. for 
Rose, knew about Rose’s contractual 
responsibilities to Lyman _ before 
buying the spot. 

Besides this, a union spokesman 
declared, Blair, as operator of the 
B. C., will now have to account for 
around $2,000 in salaries due musi- 
cians when his defunct Paradise 
nitery on Broadway went bankrupt 
last winter. The union doesn't 


the 24-week contract, calling for 


! Saranac Lake 


| Actiniieoninan 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., June 11. | 
Summer has hit the Colony with! 
| @ bang. The temp in the shade keeps 
| you in the gay 90's. : 
Sunshine’ breaks’ through’ the 
mountains with the arrival of Mrs. | 


A. C. Nicks Bingo Parlors 


For $5,000 Annual Levy, 


Atlantic City, June 11. 
Boardwalk gaming houses, offer- 
ing keenest competish to film pal- 
aces, piers and _  niteries along 


Wooden Way, got shock from new 
City Commission, when it passed 


$2,500 per week for the band. Ly-| winiam (CMother’) Morris. Bill and ordinance on Friday (7) to boost 
man insisted on $10,000, pointing out Ruth (Morris’) White and Aunt Ella! @3¢h_ establishment's license fee to 


his musicians hooked for leases on 
homes in the vicinity of the Fair, 
but that the band had turned down 
a 10-week deal 


booking. The next thing that hap- 
pened was the closing. 

Rose is reported to have been 
hooked between $30,000 and $50,000 
in the Barbary Coast, this sum con- 
sisting of alterations to the building, 


at the Park Cen- | 
| tral hotel, N.Y., to accept the Fair 


j that not only were he and six Of; Berjinghoft at Camp Intermission. 


| Dillenback, magician, took time 
| out to make things disappear for ail- | 
ing gang. 

Gill Downey, who did bits in the, 
vaude act, "Good Morning Judge,’ is | 
perling up nicely on the good health ! 
| side of things, but is nursing a closed , 
|; eye. Bit by one of our swamp bugs. 

The ‘Hillbilly Wedding.” which 
played three nights at the Blooming- 





$5,000 a year, from $3,000. The $5,000 
fee will be assessed against bingo, 
radio, fortune, tango and_ keeno, 
which are played in elaborate places, 
drawing crowds from early show 
time to late hours. 

The new commissior. also gave 
musicians a break. It reduced annual 
license fee for niteries having ‘live’ 
musicians to $25 where one musician 
is employed; $50 for two or three, 
and $100 for more than three musi- 


redecorating and losses in operation | dale Opry House, took nice care of! cians. Then it raised the license 


since May lI. 

It was reported last week that 
Rose was dickering with Sally Rand 
to came into the spot; then it was 
reported that Mayor LaGuardia, v9 
had nixed the fanner at the Fair 
last season, again turned thumbs- 
down on the idea. Rose, however, 
gaid the matter was still in the talk- 
ing stage, while some who are close 
to him claim the deal is virtually 


| set and that City Hall hasn’t posted 


any red lighis. 

Lincoln G. Dickey, Rose’s gen- 
eral manager who has 
Frisco setting the Aquacade there, 
returned to N.Y. over the weekend. 
He'll stick 
about a month. 


Magi Carl Rosini Sues 
For Injunction, 356; 








recognize bankruptcies. 

The Rose vs. Lyman feyd at the 
Fair entered 
before dawn came up. over the’ 


its new phase just, 


Charges Name Theft 





Immediate injunction prohibiting | 


Flushing Meadows on Friday (7).; further use of the name Rosini, plus 


It entered the phase of a ‘shutdown,’ ; $35,000 damages, was asked in a suit; 


Rose closing the joint and thereby | against magician Paul Rosini filed in 


forcing Lyman and his band off their | New York Supreme Court last week. 


perch atop the bar. That put Lyman 
out of a job, pro tem., but then a 
third phase entered 36 hours later, 


Bringing it was Carl Rosini, vet 
illusionist and formerly a long-time 
friend of the defendant. 





been in: 


around Flushing for, 


Plaintiff | 


'the Colony’s inmates, thanks to Earl | 
| Kernan. | 
Thanks to Carl Nolan, Los Angeles, | 


Sam Roberts, Chicago, Chris R.} 
Eagan, Mt. Vernon, and James | 


(Worcester Gazette’) Lee for papers | 
and magazines sent to the Colony. | 

Richard Morse, ex-bandleader, in| 
for a two-week checkup, while Eliza- | 
beth Franklin goes back to Nashua, | 
iN. H., with an okay. 

Jene Commerford back for an in- | 
bed routine. He ozoned it here five, 
years ago. | 

Comebacks and setbacks of the 
Colony: Jack Edwards, ex-Rogersite, 
greets the gang from Creat Kills, | 
S. L, that he’s absolutely okay. Jack | 
| Hirsch, who commutes between here 
and Boston, mending while on a va- 
cash. Ben Schaffer has medico and 
nurse’ bed-siding him. George 
(‘Tiny’) Moore, formerly of Rudy 
Huff's orch, lost his. appendix two 
‘weeks after being detonsiled. Dick 
| Willis. after a week's vacash in Taun- 
| ton and New Bedford, Mass., telling 
'the gang that clam-broth is the thing. 
George Anderson in for a siege of 
bedding. Elizabeth Clark left for 
home and work in Somerville, Mass. | 
|The Will Rogers lawn with its 
| benches and shaded iables looks like | 
'an outdoor cabaret. Charlie King- | 
man, once a stooge for Richy Craig, | 








' Jr., here for a slight siege of ozon- | 


fees for ‘canned’ music. Electrical 
transmission of music up to 20 out- 
lets licensed at $500, with $25 addi- 
tional fee for every outlet over 20. 
New fees are expected to end local 
war between musicians and canned 
music transmitters. 


e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 














Engagement of Irving Berlin and 
Ellin Mackay was to be announced 
within a few days by Miss Mackay’s 
mother. Pope Pius granted a special 
dispensation to the wedding. 





Tom Mix’s next leading woman in 
one of his westerns was to be some- 
what of a departure from the usual. 
The gal was Ann Pennington. 





John Philip Sousa, in his 72d 
year, was to embark upon another 
transcontinental tour. The Satur- 
day Evening Post, incidentally, 
bought the band leader's autobiog. 


The terrific heat of the past seven 


days knocked Broadway biz for a, 


loop. All shows were off 50% 





STANLEY, PITT, 
DROPPING 
VAUDE 


Pittsburgh, June 11. 

Stanley, WB deluxer and town’s 
only vaude spot, is dropping shows 
June 21 for the summer and possibly 
longer. It’s a result of steady de- 
cline in grosses of late, with even 
top name bands unable to pull site 
out of the red. House will go 
straight pix again, sharing first-line 
product with Penn, Loew-UA prop- 
erty which is in on a pooling azgree- 
ment here with Warners. 

Final attraction will be Orrin 
Tucker-Bonnie Baker, opening Fri- 
|day (14), and, according to Harry 
Kalmine, zone manager for WB in 


' this district, resumption of presenta- 
| tions won’t take place until at least 
| middle of September. Contract with 
musicians for season has been car- 
‘ried out, spot guaranteeing house 
crew 25 weeks. Stanley has been 
playing shows steadily since last 
September except for break of cou- 
ple of weeks in spring. 

Kalmine made effort to keep de- 
luxer going with vaude for at least 
week longer, but couldn’t work out 
deal for Bob Hope, with whom he 
had been negotiating for severai 
days. Offered Hope $15,000 with a 
split over $32,500, but film and radio 
comic demanded 50-50 from the first 
dollar, 


Linda Ware 


Continued from page 7 























first class melee at the airport here 
when Linda arrived to open Michi- 
| gan Dairy Week and was greeted 
| by her father, assorted other Still- 


™+. 





McIntyre and Heath’s new show, | wagons, a process server, a cordon 
under the management of Dan Quin- | of police, fans and a juvenile band 
lan, skedded for rehearsal. | that played steadily through all the 
| confusion. Sylvester Bakowski, the 


or around 5:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
At that time what had been Billy | and routine. : : : 
Rose’s Barbary Coast reopened | Paul Rosini, currently at the Rain- | who did the trick at the Rogers, in| 
under the proprietorship of Nicky| bow Room, N. Y., claims he has/Cndition to resume work. Mrs. | 
iChristy Mathewson perting up the 


Blair,-who was Rose’s general man-| used the name during his entire 


| charg ilferin f both his name | 
oe sare © j Paul Dean (not the baseballer), | 


ing. 














ager at the same spot. Blair im- 
mediately rehired Kay Parson, plus 


Ed Furman ( and Lorraine) and/|that while he does intime sleight-of- 10 seasons in vaudeville, celebrating 
Frank Cronin (and Hart), to al-!hand tricks, Carl’s specialty was his 10th year in bed. 


ternate on the piano as an added 
comeon for what is now strictly a 
barroom operation. Lyman _ then 
went to the union. 


Early last week, Lyman says Rose ) junction 


offered him a $1,000 settlement on 


dating back 
He also claims 


| professional career, 
' 
| more than 25 years. 


| large-scale mechanical illusions. 
Neither of the men’s names is actu- 
| ally Rosini. 
Hearing on the request for an in- 
will be heard today 
; (Wednesday). — 


!Colony after a western vacash. 
| Dickie Moore, who big-timed it for 


Manny Kay 
who ‘did the trick up here, has 
| stocked it in burlesque for five years 
without a layoff. Harry Barrett is 
very sick. He’s at 302 Broadway 
| here. 


| Write to those who are Ill, 























AND THE “CRITICS” SING 








“A team of dance satirists calling 
and Kenneth Bostock are also 
‘Walk With Music’, and to them 


tends its compliments . . . they 


ganee: . « 
© 


ARTHUR POLLACK—Brooklyn 


in the second act, dance with grea 

and gets cheers as reward from 

delightful comic, Miss Dudley.” 
ee 


neth Bostock when they capere 


old couple turned jitterbug in a 


and Kenneth Bostock. They offe 
centric dance that won them th 
oi the audience.” 

6 


Tribune. 


the first nighters.” 


SIDNEY B. WHIPPLE—New Yerk World-Telegram ... 


team rnamed Alice Dudley and Kenneth Bostock come on 


JOHN MASON BROWN—New York Post 
. we did like Alice Dudley and Ken- 


known as ‘Way Back in 1939 A.D’.” 


KELCEY ALLEN—Women’s Wear .. 
dancing honors went easily to Alice Dudley 


RICHARD WATTS, JR.—New York Herald 
.. “A comedy team called Dudley 


and Bostock was extremely popular among 


themselves Alice Dudley 
making their debut in 


this ‘department also ex- 





are clever comedians in 


Eagle: - a dancing 


t and clowning animation 


the crowd. ... She is a 


das an 


number 


: “The 


ran ece- 


e cheers 





UNDBR PHRSONAL 





Currently Appearing in “Walk With Music” 


DUDLEY 
OSTOCK 


Bxolusive Management—COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Ine. 
Pereonal Direction—LARRY PUCK 








CONTRACT TO J. J. SHUBERT 








' Mack retired as prez, but said okay | 


| by the Theatre Guild on Broadway. | 


WALTER (Dare) WAHL 


/week by copping Gigi Bone from 
| Jan Savitt’s band. 
| Bernie Privin from Shep Fields and 
| Skippy Martin from Charlie Barnet. 
| Barnet clipped Larry Clinton from 


| James’ group for Jack Palmer to re- 


| trumpet chair with Fields, and who 


Jack Donohue was seriously ill 
with a kidney infection. 
ordered him to take a 12-week rest. 
Comedian-dancer recently  collab- 
orated in a show in which he was to 
appear next season. 





After 21 years as general manager | 
and secretary of the Columbia Bur- 
lesque Circuit, Sam Scribner was 
elected its president. J. Herbert 


Doctors | 


| process server, insisted he had made 
legal service on Linda by pushing 
the court order ‘against the top of 
her dress.’ The order was designed 
to keep Linda here while her father 
continues his custody case, based on 
the fact that she was supposedly 
taken from the state without his 
knowledge, and that her aunt and 
and uncle, the Arthur Stillwagons, 
her custodians, had never been giveu 





to becoming chairman of board of 
directors. 





| 


Sidney Howard was sued for al- | 


| leged plagiarsm on his play, ‘They | 


Knew What They Wanted, presented | 





Bands Swap Payrollees 





Al Donohue started a switch of | 
men from one band to another last | 


Savitt grabbed 


Leo White to replace Martin on sax. | 
Clinton then reached into Harry 


place White. Who filled in Privin’s 





James gets to plug up the spot left 
by Palmer hasn’t come through. ! 


permission to keep her permanently. 

On the other hand it was contend- 
ed no legal service had been made. 
A later hearing will determine 
whether the youngster is in contempt 
of court or legal service was made. 
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BILLY ROSE 'FRISCO 
| AQUACADE 
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Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 





























and | 


On our way to the Coas 


P.S.: Just bought 





FRED SANBORN 


(eerste. crn ance cE RRR aE AEE 





RENE | 


t to make a picture... 
a candid camera. 








CARLOS MOLINA 


And His MUSIC OF THE AMERICAS 
Featuring BOBBY RAMOS 








Now CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 
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Variety Bills 





THIS WEEK (June 7) 


NEXT WEEK (June 14) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


Se 
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Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (13) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (14) 


Clyde McCoy Ore 
Nonchalants 
Steve Garay 
Doris Dupont 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (12) 
Harry James Orc 
Bea Wain 
Hattie McDaniels 
Buddy Ebsen Co 
Peter Lind Hayes 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (14) 
Ethel Waters 





F D'Amore Co 
Jack Cole Co 
Clyde Hager 
State Lake (14) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Don Cummings 
Toppers 
Barton & Stone 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (14) 
Jiminy Dorsey Ore 

3 Berry Bros 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (14) 
Orrin Tucker Orc 
Ghezzis 
Stapletons 
(7) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Nonchalants 
3 Debs 





Criss Cross 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (14) 
Gae Foster Gls 
Ruth Petty 
Barr & Estes 
Brown & Ames 
Marie Hollis 
(7) 


‘ 
Lynn, Royce & V 
H' wood Canines 
Vie Hyde 
Gae Foster Gls 
Cardini 








+ Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (13) 
Stanley Bonham 
Guy Smith 
Louis Purdy 
Jack Paddock 
yower & Jeanne 
Janice Chambers 
Loren Hollenbeck 
Calgary Bros 
Earl Lippy 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (14) 
Nick Lucas 
Raul & Eva Reyes 
Belett ‘& English 2 
Sunny Rice 
Ben Yost Co 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (16 only) 
Cookie Bowers 
Helen Reynolds Co 
(3 to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
State (16-19) 
Royal Duo 
Harriet Hutchins 
Balabanow Rev 
(13-15) 
Johnny Valenti 
Ross & Edwards 
7 Faludys 
Hippodrome (14) 
Milton Berle 
Lilliayw Carmen 
Stuart Morgan Co 
4 Step Bros 
Sara Berle 





CAMDEN 
Towers (14-16) 
Andrini Bros 
Val Setz Co 
Pinky Lee Co 
Ross & Stone 
6 Grays 
HARTFORD 
State (16 only) 
Al Donahue Orc 
Barry Wood 
Lenny & Statlers 


LANCASTER 
Colonial (15 only) 
3 Olympics 
Harriett Hutchins 
Faye & Barres 
Balabanow Rev 
PHILADELPHIA 

Carman (14-18) 
Dick & Dottie Remy 
Loretta Grey Co 
Vox & Denning 
Steve Evans 
6 Hoffmans 

BROADWAY 
Pitman (15 only) 
Foran Sis & Tom 
Grandma Perkins 
Polly Jenkins Co 
(One to fill) 
WILLOW GROVE 

Willow Grove) 

(16 only) 
Dick & Dottie Remy 
Loretta Grey Co 
Foran Sis & Tom 
Fave & Barres 
6 Hoffmans 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


Frank Mandella Or 
Pedrito Orc 
Adelaide Moffett 


Barney Gallant's 
Ann Palmer 
Irene Barclay 
Nellie Paley 
Carier & Bowle 
Virginia Gibson 
Dorothy Blaine 
Loretta Lane 
Freda Sullivan 
Russell & Farrar 


Beachcomber 
Sonny Kendis Orc 
Chavez Orc 
Jack Cole Danc 


Bill Bertolotti’s 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Orc 
Pat Williams 
Carol Dexter 
Mary Jane Brown 
Talia 
Lynn & Marion 
Billy Cascade 

Bill's Gay 90's 
Charles Strickland 
Gus Wicke 
Ethei Gilbert 


Billy Lorraiwe 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 


Harold Willard 
Hatry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Chateau Moderne 
Trent Patterson 
Mile Jaqueline 
Toni Wood 
Dorothy Tanner 
Internationals 
Gabriel 

Club Caravan 
Joe Collins Ore 
Arihur Barnett 
Rita Renaud 
Ruth Wintor 
Chiquita Venezia 


Club Gaucho 


Don Miguel Ore 
Marie del Carmen 
Nedra Madera 
Mimi 


Cotton Club 
Andy Kirk Oro 
Monchito Ore 
Buck & Bubbles 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
June Richmond 
Vic Terell 
Alien Drew 
Tommy Wilson 
Edna Holley 
Sister Tharpe 

Cuban Casino 
Consuelo Moreno 
Los Ojedas 
Dolores Laurell 
Don Casanova 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissie Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Blanche Ring 
Gilda Gray 
Eddie Leonard 
Julian Eltinge 
Harland Dixon 
Prof Lamberti 
Wini Shaw 
Horton Spurr 
Dave Mallen 
Herman Hyde 
Sally Burrell 
El Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Antonio Escudero 
Aurelia Celinda 
Jutita Suarez 
los Aztecos 
Aldo Crioyo 
Helen Ortega 

El Morocco 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
De Marcos 
Lois Elliman 

Famous Door 
Teddy Powell Orc 





Frances Faye 
Quintones 


Glen Island Casino 
(New Rochelle, N\) 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Diana Del Rio 
Ruth Kidd 
Mary Jane Brown 
Linda March 
Frank McCormick 
Sylvia Barry 
Havana- Madrid 
O De La Rosa Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Alberto Torres 
Lita Moya 
Mona Lisa 
Luis Rijos 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
(Trianon Room) 
Larry Siry Ore 
Vincent Bragale Or 
Rosalean & Seville 
Hotel Astor 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Sande Williams Ore 
Callahan Sis 
Top Hatters 
Hibbert, Byrd & L 
Hotel Belvedere 
Ron Perry Ore 


Hotel Biltmore 


Sleepy Hall Ore 
Oscar Day Oro 
Corinna Mura 
Blue Drake 
Phyllis Jeanne 
Johnny Cook 
Paul Dillon 
Ford Harrison 
Artini & Consuelo 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Eddie Lane Ure 
Hotel Brevoort 
Geo Lloyd 
Palomo 
Sam Ray 
Vera Sanoff 
Hotel Edison 
Gray Gordon Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
Bob Chester Orc 
Dolores O'Neill 
Al Stuart 
Jack Kerr 
Hotel Homestead 
(Kew Gardens) 
Bill Lester Ore 
Frances Miller 
Leo Candell 
Nick King 
Paul Anthony 
Prof Harwal 
Hotel * exington 
Ray Mc..inney Orc 
Honolulu Ma:ds 
Hotel Lincoln 
Charlie Barnet Orc 
Hotel McAlpin 
J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 
Hotel New Yorker 
Larry Clinton Orc 
Belita 
Alfred Trenkler 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Roberts & Farley 
Ross MacLean 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Del Courtney Ore 
Mara & Marilynne 
Helene Standish 
‘Scat’ Powell 
Charley Bourne 
3 Ross Sis 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Helen O'Connell 
Bob Eberle 


Hotel Plaza 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Hildegarde 
Hotel St. George 

(Brooklyn) 
Zinn Arthur Ore 
Tommy Taylor 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Eddie Varzos Ore 
Marcella Hendricks 
Emile Boreo 
Gonzalo & Christine 
Margaret Scott 

Hotel St Regis 
Hal Saunders Ore 


Beverly Wilshire 
Matty Malneck Orc 


Biltmore Bowl 
Carol King 
Gwynne 
Varsity & 

Perre & Renne 
George Wendt 
Nelson's Maric’ettes 
Grace Poggi 

Ygor 

Petch & Deaville 
Rudoif Friml Orc 


Cafe La Maze 
Greta Keller 
Continental Trio 
Mary McIntyre 
Tommy Howard 

Club Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 
Nellie I.utcher 

Cocoanut Grove 
Tee Vanities 
Joe Reichman Ore 

Earl Carroll 
Bert Wheeler 
Francis & Gray 
Hank Ladd 
Slate Bros, 

Fay Carroll 
Francetta Malloy 
liob Bromley 





Bob Williams 
|} Red Dust 





LOS ANGELES 





Waldos’no Rhumba 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniel 
Carolyn Cromly 
Kay Snell 
Elizabeth Dow 
Rita Lupino 
Virginia Dolf 
Barbara Woods 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Raul & Eva Reyes 

Georges & Jalna 


Hurricane 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Romo Vincent 
Pancho & Dolores 
Alma Ross 
Lolita Cordoba 
Manshinos 

La Conga 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
Ciro Rimac 
Juanita Juarez 
Geo Negrete 
Rosita Rios 
Chiquita Maria 
Aida Alvarez 
‘Charlie Boy’ 

La Marqulse 
William Palermo O 
Muriel Welch 
Chris Curtis 
Frances Connolly 
Jeanne Jordan 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Nicki Raymond Ore 
Don Marton Ore 
Tisdale 3 
Carine 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Rasha & Mirko 
Paula Laurence 
Sylvie St Clair 
Morley & Gearheart 
Leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
D del Carmen Orc 
Luba Malina 
Renee I.aMarr 3 
Jerry Vance 
Joel & Annett 
Monte Carlo 
Ted Straeter Ore 
Bob Knight Orc 
Christina Lind 
Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Bill Farrell 
Vincent de Costa 
Art Tubertini 
Tino Donelli 
Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Ginger Wayne 
Kay Parsons 
Carol Dennison 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marilynn & Michael 
Rainbow Room 

Ben Cutler Ore 
Fritz Prospero Ore 
Beverly Whitney 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Fernandez & Montes 
Paul Rosini 
Riviera 
(Ft. Lee, N.J.) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Valdez Ore 
Raye & Naldl 
Danny Kaye 
Tamara 
Ames & Arno 
Stork Club 


Ernie Holst Ore 
Ann Kiess 
Versailles 
M Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Tony Martin 
Village Barn 
Hugo Mariani Ore | 
Cass Franklin 
Nixon & Anore 
Mary Dooley 
Richards & Carson 
Sons Purple Saxe 
Village Vanguard 
Ailes Gilmour | 
Gerald Clark 
Clarence Profitt 3 | 





Miller & Reading 
Sterner Sis 

Bill Brady 

Lolita & Ardo 
Jean Tighe 
Yrakson 

Edward Aguilar O1 
Manny Strand Ore 





Florentine Garden 
NTG & H'’ wood Kev 
Faith Kacon 
Bob Glenn Ore 


Grace Hayes Lodge 
Charlie Foy 
Joe Frisco 
Enters & Borgia 
Jeffrey Gill 
Johnny Biack Ore 
it Cafe 
Daryl Harpa Ore 
La Conga 
arnesto & ‘Tulya 
Wally Vernon 
Paul Neighbors ©: 
Phillip Lopez Ure 


Paris Inn 


Stearns & Deun 
Jane Lewis 
Carmalitta Ring 
Henry Henryson 
Dominic 
Marg'rite & M'rtinez | 
Eric Massey 
Henry dicnet 





‘ 


Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Seven Scas 
Hawk Shaw 
Harry Baty 
Lillian Gibson 
Bob Mathews 


Henry Kani 
Miss Avalon 


Puanani 
Sam Koki Ore 
Slapsy Maxie’s 


Lewis & Moore 
Margie Gerretson 
Oshins & Lessy 
Maxie Kosenvlioom 
Roy Sedley 

Jerry Brandow 
John Scott Ore 





Somerset House 
Harry Ringland 
Lou Sailee Orc 

Swanne Ino 
Cleo Brown 
Charlie Evans 

Topsy’s 
Del Mar & Renita 
Newcomb & Jones 
Edward Emerson 
Dolores Gay 
Joe Barros Bd 
Jan Garber Ore 


Victor Hugo 
Henry King Ore 
Wilshire Bowl 


Don & Beverly 
Phil Harris Ore 
Ruth Robins 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 


Fabian Andre Ore 
Virginia Hayes 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Hadiey Gis 
Leonard Keller Orc 
Marion Holmes 
Noll & Nolton 
Blackhawk 


Blue Barron Ore 
Marion Mann 
Orrin & Betty 


Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km.) 


Dale Evans 
Pliner & Earl Ore 


Bon Air 


De Marcos 

Al Bernie 

Gracie Larrie 

4 Ambassadorettes 

Rose Gls 

Clyde Lucas Ore 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

Dorothy Duval 

Cecile Pittman 

Joan Baylor 

Vito Mancini 

Bal Blacido 


Broadmont 


Flo Whitman 
Nyra Lou 
Sharone Stringer 
Whitman Gls 
Herb Rudoipnhs Ore 
Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 
Cobina Wright 
Dean Murphy 
Lucien & Ashour 
Carole & Sherod 
Evans Gls 
Lou Breese Orc 


Club Alabam 


Ethel Brown 
Marion Moore 
Sadie ifoore 
Bernard & Henrle 
Bernie Adler 
Louise Lucano 
Inez Gambol 
Effie HKurton 
Faullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Yorothyv Dale 
Edair Roth Ore 
Club Minuet 


Patsy Mac 
Betty Saxon 
Ruth Graybell 
Jeanne Bell 
Sherry Wynn 
Phyllis Nobles 
Annette Kennedy 
Art Fischers Ure 
Del Estes 

Colony Club 


Carl Ravazza Ore 

Owen & Parker 

Fantasia 

8 La Playas 
Colosimos 


Eddie White 
Ada Leonard 
inga borg 
Weber Sis 
Pronaph «ls 
Club Dellsa 


Dorise Bradley 
Sam Theard 
Marion Abernathy 
Wesley Long 
Chippie Hill 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rhythm Wille 
Charles Isom 
Peitelic Gl. 
Red Saurndera Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Km) 
Joe Vera 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


(Beach Walk) 


| Bernie Cummins O 


Connie HKarleau 
Walter Cummings 
Doreen Gls 
Herb Foote 

885 Club 


Zelda Santley 


Myrus 
Josephine Del Mar 
Don Ramon Ore 


Johnny Honnert 
Franke'’s Casino 

Mary Camp 

Diane Clifton 

Don & Lee 

hay Karrol 

Helen Fox 

Buddy Kirby 

Dick Conrad 

Bob Tinsley Ore 
Graemere Hotel 

(Glass House Km) 

Hal Munroe Ore 

Wynn Faire 

Nord Richardson 
Harry’s New York 

Raiph Cook 

Mildred Parr 


PHILAD 


Anchorage 
Williains Orc 
Arcadia 
sil] Shannon 

Deane Collier 
Jarnett & Barclay 

Joe Musemicl 

Will Ferry 


Clem 


| Johnny Carlin Ore 


Borgundy Koom 
Beilevue-Stratiord 
Hotel 
Dick Wharton's Orc 

Fred Niedland 

Cadillac Tavern 
Fuldie Thomas 
Estelle Sloan 
Marlene 


4 


| 





Patricia Perry 
Pedro & Lui 
Dorothy Johnson 
Mel Cole Ore 
Three Talents 
Hoveler Gis 

Hi Hat 


Willle Shore 
Mary Grant 
Conway Sis 
Kersten Gls 
Jimmy Cassidy Ore 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 

Al Trace Ore 

Holly Swanson 

Helen Sumner 

Al Veirra Ore 
L’Aigion 

Manuel Contreras O 

Conchita 

Isobel de Marco 

Harry Linden 


Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 


Jack Chapman Ore 
Liberty Inn 


Roma 

Roberta 

Ted Smith 
Jane Lavonne 
Roma 
Dannielle 

Don Dunn 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Frank Donia 
Terry Terrell 
Art Mee 
Madeline Lewis 
Bob Wray Orc 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 


Manfrea Gotrheif 
Old Heidelberg 


Mary McCormack 
Madame Lucille 
Franzel Ore 
Raonl Kantrow 
Sally Sharrat 
Helen Westbrook 


Palmer House 
Empire Room 


Charles Baum Ore 
Gary Stone 
3 Arnolds 
Dorothy Dale 
Bob Dupont 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Ore 

Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oreo 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Alice Kavan 
Lee Wiley 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Budd Freeman Orc 
Jitterbugs 
Gloria Faye 
Carl Marx 

Silver Cloud 


Starr & Lee 
Bill Samuels 
Claire Hayes 
Murray Parker 
Babette Gls 
Ray Steiber Ore 
Elinor Daniels 
Hazel Zalus 

606 Club 


Billy Carr 

Margret Faber Gls 
Lili Dawn 

Sally Keith 

Jo Ann Carroll 
Marne 

Jai Leoa 

Patsy Shaw 

Carol Chappelle 
Roberta Roberts 
Don & Betty Lynne 
Boots Burns 

Alyse Serf 

Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Koom) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Walter King 
Bob Kirk 
Buddy Marino 

Suzie *¢’ 
Dick Buckley 
Mill DeWitt 
Crystal Cook 
Jerry Gerard 
Red Wilson Ore 

Swingland 
Johnny Long Ore 
George Gould 
Pops & Lurie 
Butterbeans & Sue 
Nick Brooks Gis 
Thompson's 16 Club 
Ray Re\nolds 
Steve Stutland Orc 
Di Novi Twins 
Louise Shannon 
Thelma Marland 
Pat Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 


Yar 
Doriss Wittich Ore 
Janina CLaBoda 


Hans Muenzer 


ELPHIA 


§ Cadillac Coquettes | 
Giace O'Hara 
Hlendriques & A 
Bill Gates Ore 


Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Pst Procelll 

Nikki Nikolal 

Betty Williams 

Frankie Secnluth 

Walt “Temple Ore 


Club 15 


Doimadears 

bbick Thomas 
Marian Roberts 
Ruth Phillips 
Mardo & Co 
Jerry Delmar Ore 





Club Ball 


La Comfarra Dance 
Allen Fielding Ore 
Mare Bolero 
Rosaleau & SeVille 
Jonnny & George 
Dr Grovinni 

Don Rinatdo’s Ore 


Cotton Club 


Bobby Evans Ore 
Mamie Smith 

3 Loose Nuts 
Reds & Curley 
lovey Lane 

Otto Easton 
Wendell Mason 


Crescent Log Cabin 
(Gloucester Hghts, 
N. J.) 


Joe Kraft Ore 
June Eldridge 
Starke & Dorne 
Beryl Walker 


Embassy 


Geo Clifford 

Sue Carlyle 
Betty Carlyle 
Mildred Fenton 
cliff Hall 

Adele Norville 
Florence Vestoff 
Judy Barrett 
Billy Maples 
Curt Weiler Ore 
Virginia Renault 
Kay Keeny 
Stephanie Snyder 
Carmen Montoya 
Mary Williams 
Trudy Martin 
Vedro Bianco Ore 


Evergreen Casino 


lila Rose 

Kay Allen 
Edward & Argella 
Mary Moore 

Jerry Toman 

Pat Shevlin Ore 


1523 Locust 
Pola Montoya 
Beth Challis 
Muriel Harrison 
Sue & Pepper 
Helen Wilson 
Bubbles Shelby 
Evelyn Bradley 
Betty Stone 
Betty McKee 
Wav Laverly 
-Kings of Swing Or 


Hotel Ben Franklin 
Garden Terrace 


Val Ernie Orc 
Gay 90's 


Chie Williams Ore 
Princesse Minnvla 
Count Thomas 
May Joy 

4 Knights & Lady 
Gay Norton 
Eadie Edwards 


Gruber’s Hof Brau 


Johny Bauer 

Mann & Videll 
Nadine 

Menva Alba 
Gruber Hof Brau O 
Marie 


Henri’e 


Andre & Frances 
Ray O'Day 

Al Blank 

Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne's Org 


Hildebrand’s 


Leslie Sis 

Matta, & Therese 
Billy Brill 

Pete Hays 

Lydia White 
Blossom Gis 

Abe Sherr 
Maurice Belmont 
Bobby f.ee Ore 
Hildebrand 3 


(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Jimmy Blake 
Herbie Dubrow 
Joe Lewis 

Helen Heath 
Leon & Mace 
Bob Russell 
Buster Shaver 
George & Olive 
Marjorie Kingsley 
Richard 

Glamour Gls (14) 
Neil Fontaine Ore 


Jam Session 


Geo Lutz 

Dave Newman 
Jim Thorpe 
Krechmer 
Freddie Kornfeld 
Max Specter 
Jim Thorpe 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Irving Braslow Orc 
Frankie Richardson 
Montez & Maria 

2 Joyettes 

Helen Doyle 

Joe Oakie 

Rita Roberti 
Madeline Sheridan 


Hotel White Way 
(Atee, N. J.) 
Page & Cody 
Giarvay 
Dottie Small 
Johnny Kraus Ore 


Latimer Club 
Michael Travis Ore 
Eleanor OUObold 
Vinda Steehin 
Evelyn tLauchain 
Joanne Sherer 


Lexington Casino 
Charhe Gaines Urc 
Hilton Gls 

Billy Beck 

Cashie Costello 

4 Murphy Sis 

Al & Freddie 
Bobby White 
Harry Rose 
Frank Ponti 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Pete Hayes 
Lexington Trio 
Mike Jaffree 


Lido Venice 


John Joseph Ore 
Roimaine & Cawithe 
Patsy King 

Al Page 

Jule Ello 

Frank Hall 

Shaw & Meade 
Little Rathskeller 
3 Paganos 

Jerry & Turk 
Renee Villon 

Ann Howard 
Midge Fellows 

4 Ink Spots 
Victor Huge Ore 


Minstrel Tavero 


Bella Belmont 

Ed McGoldrick 
Margie Marsh 
Cissie Loftus 
Marriott’s hk'm Orc 


Manoa Inn 
Wayne & Kenon 
Crousetti Sis 
Boad Trio 
Jack Hutchinson 
Dianne Rocneil 
Frank Cuneo Ure 
Edythe Sallude 


New Leader Cufe 
Virginia Lee 
Maxine Scott 
Peggy LaMarr 
Bill Mayo Or3 
Lenny Burkie 
Jonnuny Fiynn 
Kose Gillan 


Peacock Gardens 
Earl Denny Ore 


Open Door Cafe 
Billy Hays Ore 
Paul Lynch 
Larry Wyle 
Joe Simone 
Billy Lee 
Bonnie Stewart 
& Yvonettes 
2 Tones 


Old Covered Wagon 


Io Zollo Ore 
Pairh Eastman 
Mildred Rogers 


Palumbo's 


Howard Reynolds 
Ben Perry 

Louie Williams 
Pops & Louie 
Julia Cummings 
Mazzone & Abbott 
Valez Dancers 


Philadelphia Room 
Hayes Watson 


Purple Derby 
Kay ‘Terry 
Dolly Bruce 
Edna Walton 
Woody Osbourne 
Irvine 
Morty Burk’s Ore 
Billy Newsome 
Nan Getty 
Margie Mealy 
Betty Mealy 
Alice Gormley 


Red Lion Inn 


Ed Chanibers Ure 
Joe Foulkner 

La Rue Sis 
Frank Dumont 
Billy Burns 
Tony Gallagher 


Sansom House 
Milt Myers 
Ed Stanton 
tudd; Nugent 
Joe Dougherty 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Beale Street Boys 
intimates 


Spatola’s g 

Susan Lang 

James Leonetti 
William Hay 

Ivan Tashman 
Louis Iachine 

Hal Hoffer 

Nino Nanni 


Stork Club 


4 Modernettes 
Billy Daniels 
3 Little Words 
Dimas & Anita 
Eddie Lang 
Bob Carney 
Jean & Roberta 
Henry Patrick wre 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Bert Lemish Ore 
Ajlan Gale 
Frances Deva 
Smiles & Smiles 
Stamp’s Trio 
Estelle & Feilding 
Harlem Rythmanes 
Nora Williams 
Silver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 


Helen Stephens 
Allen & Janette 
Kay Carlton 
Alice Lucey 
M Familiant Orc 
George Heed 


20th Century 


Paul Cordner 
Bill Kearns 
Sonny Tufts 
Mitzi 

4 Pastels 
Charley Masters 
Margo Sis 

Len Manning 
Music Masters 
Ed Lewis 

Bob Reminzion 


Venice Grille 


Rose Veunuti 
Tanya Garth 

Mary & Marionettes 
Loretta & Navarro 
Fay Wray 

Viola hlaiss 


Viking Cufe 
Hughie MeGinness 
Johnny Rene | 
Cleo Barr 
Keil Sis 
Frances Diva 
Jim Naexra Ore 

Warwick Hotel 

Herb Hagenor Orc 

Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 


Jules Flacco Ore 
Bob Merrill 
8&8 Guardsmen 
Leonard Cooke 
Moriaty & Dell 
Mantord Trio 
Syd Golden 
Pat Sullivan 
Ted & Julia 
Jack Smith { 
Dave Petersen | 
Elmer Selizer j 
Doris Elliott } 
Raths’r Elduradians | 
Wilson's 
Joe Hough, me i 
2 Rhythm Maniacs 
Hazel Williams 
Phillips & Breen 
Olive Miles 
| John Luecyn 
| Geo Bahay Ore 
Yacht Club | 


} 








Twouise Avers 
Virginia Lawler 
' Teddy Forrest 
Carmenchita } 
i Mary Navis Orc , 





Anchorage . 


Hughie Morton Ore 
Masnard Deane 
Nita Norman 


Arlington Lodge 


Dale Somers Ore 
Betty Siniley 


Balconades 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
Dave Lucas 
Frannie Rago 

Bill Green’s 
Jaci McLeanore 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Reggie Dvorak 
Max Sinion 
Bishop Bros 
Ralph Wolfram 


Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Legary & Latina 
Tubby Rives 
Flo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 


Cork and Bottle 
Frank Shean 3 


Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Nelsun Maples Ore 
(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 
Evergreen Gardens 
Earl Tate Ore 
Ariene Judell 
Billy Sloan 

Lila Lavell 
Pauline Cerconie 
Peggy Pell 


Hotel Roosevelt 
3 Suns 


Hotel Wm. Penn 

(Continental Bar) 

Wanda Shiner 

Harry Bigley 

Ray Catizone 

Steve Mathews 

Mike Shamrella 
Kenny wood 

Jim Walsh Orc 

Wes Gordon 

Rex Jenkins 

Pete Flylling 

Hanneford Fam 

Fanchon & Fanchon 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Karin Zoska 
Latasha & Laurence 
Mildred Smith 
My:on Ryan 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Airway Club 
Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Mabel Scott 
Monette Moore 
Bullfrog Shorty 
Billy Nightingale 

College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Kddie Rau 
Gloria Vale 
Lois Miller 

Freddie’s Cafe 
Pancho, Lolita R 
Gypsy Rocha 
Andrillita 
Eddie Barnes 

Gourmet Club 
Louis’ Cina Ore 
Joy Robinson 

Hanna Grille 
lenny Colyer 
Pat Ryan 
Rubertino 

Hotel Allerton 
Jonnie, S Steele 

Hotel Cleveland 
Leighton Noble Or 
Chick Floyd 


Andy’s Inn 
Bob & Madelyn 
Irving Jacobs 
Eddie Jardon 





} 


| Paul Hagan 


i 
| 
; 
{ 





| Vie 


| Frances 
‘ Floria Vestoff 


| Cassell & Barrett 
| Eddie 


Eddie Kratton Ore 


| Dean 


| Albie Gaye 


Dale Harlan 

Ken Greene Ore 
Dels Casino 

& Thomas 

Clair Dun 

Leona Bellamy 

I.ynda Carroll 

George Wilmer Ore 

Greenwich Village 

Betty Dale 

Ann Dalley 

Joy Willlams 


Kay Costello 


PITTSBURGH 


New Pena 


Dave Rose 

Lee Barrett Ore 
Russ Romero 
Connie & Jimmie 
Lenka Tolda 
Tillman & Helene 
Jerry McKenna ~ 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Orc 
Bob Carter 
Roberts & White 
Wilkey & Dare 
Paul & Pettit 
Angelo Di Palma 

Nut House 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosoxoff 
Ted Blake 
Whacky Wayne 
Joe Klein 
Mood Walson 
Alice brooks Ore 


Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 
Howard Becker Or 
Mac Harris 
Bob Stahl 


Riviera 
Will Good Ore 


Yacht Clob 
H Middleman 
3 Etons 
Jackie Heller 
Doris Dupont 
Shirley Heller 
Dance Cocktails 

Sky-Vue 
Cyril Woistman Or 
Helen Young 


Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 


Webster Hall 
George Weber Ore 
Bennett 


West View 
Brad Hunt Orc 
Margie Owens 
3 Huntsmen 
Billy Carmichael 

Willows 
Bob Miller Ore 


Ore 





Margaret King 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Orc 
Hotel riollenden 
Sammy Watkins OF 
Nan Blakstuone 
Val Voltane 
Kean Sis 
Romany Three 


Hotel Statler 
Manny Landers Ore 
Nelson Pressely 

Jack & Eddie's 
Broadway Billie 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Bebe Sherman 
Sammy Lippman 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 


Una Mae Carlisie 
Roy Raysor 
Pearl DeLucca 
Judy Preston 
Harold Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Ruby Cummins 
June Bentley 
Bob Opitz Ore 


Mounds Club 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Three Idlers 
D’Ivons 
Gloria Grafton 
Ramon & Kenita 

Ohio Villa 
Terry Lawler 
Jackson, Stone, R 
Troy & Lynn 
Pal Mar Line 

Southern Tavera 
Lee Allen Orc 


SYRACUSE 


Kenmore 


Dean Sis 
George Altee 
Velma Rudy 
Margie Height 
Bill Pieri Ore 
Prison Inn 


Fernando & Fair 
Cecile 
Abel Barbuto 
Freddy Jerome Ore 
Renna’s 
Ruth Dale 
Rita’ Conroy 
Evelyne Kaufman 
Vayle Flower 
Ruth Kennedy 
Russ Richman 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Abbs Orc 
ilossom Heath 
Carrol & Gorman 
McCoy 


Duffins 
Har! Smith Ore 
Bowery 
Sally Rand 
Flower 
Dora Maugham 
Harger & May 
Jack Leonard 
Bill Russell 
Coralee & Maroni 
Mabel Nelson 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Kenny Resh Ore 
Blue Lantern 
Jimmy Fitzgerald 
Jack Terry 
Freda Lazier 
Glamour Gls (6) 
Frank Temple 
Lee Walters Ore 
Corktown Tavern 
Dick Haviland 
Belia White 
Marge Wade 
tegini 


Jardon 
6 Vesters 


Hund's 
Old Timers 
Greeno Trio 
Ann Dhyne 


Tweedy Schwartz O 

London Chop House 

Pura Reyes 

Chet Everhardt 

Kay Benson Ore 
Lido 

Rogers & Morris 


Frank Reynolds 
Worthington Twine 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Mayfair 
Gil Raye 
Lowe & Rochee 
Jerry Paige 
Lempi Pernu 
Phil VUisen re 
Morocco 
Amos Jacobs 
Blanc & Duchan \ 
Marcia Wayne 
Geo Alfano Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
Mr Chang 
Duval & Renee 
Evelyn Brock 
DiMilo & Marr 
Di Giovanni 
Ray Carlin ‘ire 
Northwood Ina 
Novelle Bros 
Dorothy Mayo 
Harvey Davis 
Ben Young 
Palm Beach 
Frank Murtha 
Vee Aimes Dane 
Joe Allen 
Balladours 
Lee Webb 
Monnie Drake 
Don Pablo Ore 
Huck’s Redford Ina 
Mae MeGraw Ore 
Club Royale 
Jean Travers 
Robbins B & Margie 
Paul Regan 
Dolly Arden 
Preston lLainbert 
Rovalettes 
Carl Bonner Ore 
Saks 
Thenez & Jerena 
Don Harris 
June Kemp 
‘Happy’ Hauck Ore 
Whittler Hatel 


- 4Gald Cup Koem) 





Wanda Warren 


Londonatres 
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Wain, Peter Lind Hayes; ‘Way of 


49 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 12, 1940 





jing one. There is' dancing, singing, ’ 
' burlesque clowning, tumbling, in- | 
| strumentalizing and challenge hoof- | 

ing. That wrestling bit on the sofa - 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 





Harry James Orch, Hattie Mc- 
Daniel, Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, Bea 


Variety, May 29. 


(3). Gold 





Every item on this mies: 3 3}£xgeeeam 
biz with the customers. The reason 
is obvious. While the personalities. 


as happens in most cases here, Duke Ellington band, Ivy Ander- 


; - caene | 

gained their original fame or at oan” lela Eee, en ee, 

ic i ther media, theyre essen- . yan, oT 
tially troupers They all have that Judy Carol, Conway and Parks, 
. of Willie Jackson, Jelli Smith, Jim 


other important requisite, warmth. 
It's good, well diversified entertain- | 
ment and the runoff is smooth. | 

There’s one point in the show 
that's bound to bring a huge ovation 
from any audience. It’s a_ sort of 
ovation that sheer artistry inspires. 
The target of this unanimous and 
lengthy a> 2 a gg 
trumpeting, and he gets } ding. Even Ellington is on for quite | 
completion of his master treatment |) pony Feared hum They | 
of “Concerto for the —— ' probably would have more of him, | 
James’ hot lips dominate practically 1 i- hand and specialists, particularly | 
all of the band’s interludes but each | Ben Webster and Ivy Anderson. 
of these proves but warming-uP Ranging from the fairly smooth to 
step to that big moment. It's @ the kind of music that sounds like | 
smart integration that James has pitier coming through a Belgian | 
with him and everything’ it offers t,., Ellington varies his program | 
paige — in the mod- cuficiently to give good balance. He 
ern dane . includes one of his more popular | 

Hattie McDaniel has the tee-off recordings, very well done. It’s 
spot. With this Motion Picture. Webster, on the tenor sax, and other | 
Academy award winner the per-. specialists of the band, plus Miss 
formance resolves into anything but | 
a mere personal. She can entertain, 
and plenty. Garbed in the mammy 
outfit she wore in ‘Gone With the, 
Wind,’ she gets her chatter about | 
Hollywood out of the way quickly | 
and gets down to the business of. 
showing that she can make a pop / 
tune, whether it’s pre jazz or swing, | 
spin in all pleasant directions. She> 
even tops ’em off with a dance, and: 
they keep howling her back for) 
more. Her routine includes a couple | 
of excerpts from ‘Gone,’ but they're | 
not too long. Truly a personal that | 
clicks on all cylinders. 

Vilma and Buddy Ebsen are back 
with a routine that sparkles with 
pedal rhythm and grace. Precision 
or eccentric, they can still dish it, 
out with the best of them. The’ 
‘Banjo On My Knee’ and ‘Sweet Sue’ , 
numbers make corking treats for the 
eye and ear, but for real flash they’ve 
got it in their cakewalk finish. | 
Brother Buddy engages in his usual | 
patter, mugging and quasi-singing, 
and it’s all forgiven when he puts | 
his tootsies to work. Theirs is a 
solid sendoff. 

The singing department is also | Judy Carol, a dancer who does an | 
strong, as far as the bill is con-/ effective rubber-hips specialty, and 
cerned, since that chore rests on the | lessers, among them Willie Jackson | 
talent of Bea Wain, one of the main-/| and Jel 
stays on Lucky Strike’s Hit Parade.| duction numbers. The Conway- 
A sartorial note which merits mer-; Parks team gets acress okay but is | 
tion is Miss Wain’s white gown. Her! far from bigtime, although its | 
style of interpreting pop tunes is up-; dancing, notably by one of the team, | 
to-the-minute, the voice leans pleas- registers stoutly. ° 
antly on the ear and her choice of Line of 12 girls and six men figures. 
numbers is varied enough to show | When they sing, it’s pretty bad. 
that she can do them all well. At, ‘ Char, | 
the performance caught she had to | 
encore twice. 

Peter Lind Hayes, son of vet 
vauder Grace Hayes, is billed as a 
mimic but his specialty is pointing 


Penman; ‘Son of the Navy’ (Mono). 


Portly Duke _ Ellington, 


around his orchestra | 


show built 
Running time of 88 | 


isn’t so forte. 


Bass fiddler also scores but the ar- 


is much too long, for one thing, | 
hardly leaves anything to recognize | 
about the composition. 

No less than four _ hotly-sold | 
vocals are done by Miss Anderson, ; 
one with wisecracks from orchestra: 
members which serve to arouse! 
some laughs. Ellington’s other | 
specialist, Marie Bryan, is way off 
on the singing and not much better | 
as a dancer. 

A lone white act is on the show, | 
Jim Penman, but when caught! 
Friday night (7) he found it tough | 
to get his chatter across. Even up} 
here some of those old ones don’t 
get anywhere. Uses small balls and | 
Indian clubs, being 
with his‘jugglery implements. | 

He winds up the first half of the | 
show, which includes the comedy | 
{ singing team of Conway and Parks; 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 8. 





| 
| 


up the satirical facets of his screen Art Kassel Orch with Marion) 
and radio personalities. This youth; Holmes, Harvey Crawford; Ralph ' 
is adarb at fun-poking and his imi-| Forey, Betty Black, House Line; | 


tative shafts bring lots of belly! ‘Bombs Over London’ (SR). 





laughs. The sock moments of his 
act come when he: gets around to Music fills most of the bill this 
Charles Laughton, Charles Boyer,: week. Dancing is in for a brief flash | 


Basil Rathbone and the Barrymore 
Bros. Hayes also scores generously 
in applause. Odec. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, June 8. 

Sophie Tucker, Henny Youngman, ' 

4 Franks, Trixie, Carroll and Fitz, 

Verne Buck House Orch; ‘21 Days 
Together’ (Col). 


but majority of the 47 minutes in- 
clude popular songs and novelties. | 
As dished up by Art Kassel it’s done 
in highly acceptable manner. Though 
| standard is not up to that of some 
| more prominent name bands, Kassel 
, pace is lively, steady and totals good 
| entertainment. 

Show consists of band numbers 
with vocal and novelty embellish- 





| regular house line and a specialty by 





ly amateur contest winner. 
comes 
acrobatic contortions 
| to be expected from him, since he’s 


Sophie Tucker has become a show His bit 
business institution, among the best 
in the entertainment world. She has 
wisely dropped the billing of ‘the 
last of red-hot mamas’ because that 
im-lies competition. And Sophie 
Tucker today has no competitor. 

There is no substitute for experi- 
ence, and Miss Tucker’s every man- 
nerism underscores the fact that she 
knows her audieféces and knows how 
te use a stage. Her appearances are 
no longer just dates; they have be- 
come ‘concerts.’ She gave a ‘concert’ 
Saturday afternoon (8), new songs, 
old songs, comedy songs and patri- 
otic songs. 

Also on the bill is Henny Young- 
man, with a heavy memory and 
wheelbarrel-ful of joke-books. In his 
hends they remain just jokes. They 
never become a part of Youngman 
and aren't identified with him or his 
personality. He remains a mike- | 
ridden joke-reciter without the es- 
sential knowledge of monolog come- 
dy. He has neither color nor style. 

Carroll and Fitz are a minor hoof- 
ing team that does plenty of stalling 
before anything happens. Best is 
their good music. Man’s best item in 
his jumping-jack bit, but this is not 
enough. Trixie is a novelty as a girl 
juggler, and she does well with balls 
and plates. Makes a nifty appear- 
ance. 

Four Franks are standard in vaude 
and remain suitable for almost any 
theatre. Their biggest asset is the 
fact that they do a flock of numbers, 
so that they're into a new bit before 
the audience gets tired of the preced- 


up with a kick and cane number 
early in the route, and again toward 
ending, when led by Betty Black 
singing and terping to ‘Say It.’ 
Otherwise, show is Kassel and his 
band. They play his own composi- 
tion, ‘Hell’s Bells,’ for a 
opening, and Marion Holmes keeps 


Anymore Than I Do.’ Singer is well 
on the sweet side and backs up her 
vocal work with eye appeal and stage 
personality. Kassel and Miss Holmes 


‘Will You Marry Me, Mr. Larimee.’ 
Mood then undergoes a change as 
| ‘Indian Summer’ and ‘Imagination’ | 
| are medleyed, with Harvey Crawford 
stepping down from the drums to 
make the latter. | 

Crawford, with Kassel and Frank 
Folmar, on the reeds, form a vocal 
trio which works in and out of the 
| show. Kassel thus has well-rounded 
roster of voices. and can call on most 
any style of tune. Crew is doing 
‘Tangle Weeds Round My Heart,’ an 
original by Forest Wyatt. a Kansas | 
City youth, and Kassel works in his | 
own new number, ‘Guy Needs a Gal.’ 
| In the novelty niche they have ‘Cin- | 
derella,” and Miss Holmes has an! 
amusing blues tone on the hardships | 
of a singer's life: it’s reminiscent of | 
| Ozzie Nelson's ‘Baton Waver's Blues.’ 

In this stand Kassel is sticking | 


gram. Biz stands a little ahead of 
the average week. Quin. 


is wearing a bit~thin now that the’ H 
Franks have grown up, and it could) pros 


minutes reflects considerable pad- New Acts, but 


Anderson who lend effective sub-| js 
stance to the band offering. Web- | Jimmy Dorsey’s band. «She's a 
ster is strong playing ‘Cottontail’ | statuesque blonde in a white eve- 
and ‘Star Dust,’ the last-mentioned | ning gown and looks like she might 
being done so long that it seems} be getting set for ‘Die Walkuere,’ 
Webster's lungs must surely break.; put instead gives out with ‘I Bought | 


ithe swing and jitterbug idiom, 


' Ralph ‘Tarzan, Jr.,’ Forey, the week- | 


midway and he contributes) 
beyond those 


li : , down the brass a bit. 
i Smith, who work in pro-| ‘Major and Minor Stomp’ and ‘John 
, Silver,’ 


only nine years old. Line breaks it | maestro. 


STRAND, N. Y. 





(3), 





hibition-era gangster films. For ex- 


Jimmy Dorsey’s Orch (15) with. 
elen O'Connell, Bob Eberle; Berry | 
Slapsie Marie Rosen-} 
‘bloom (4); ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB), ' 
Biz okay second show id reviewed in Variety, May 29. 


} } 
| The Strand is Broadway's top— 
| mugg house, having nurtured suc 


| long string of pro- 
a patronage ona g p pany 


ample, they made James Cagney and | 
Edward G. Robinson virtually guar- | 


anteed b.o. at this house. 
Robinson is back in a_ gangster 
comedy, ‘Brother Orchid,’ and the 


| Strand makes it double in spades for 
at his little piano, forms Ba | the muges — ee of an. 
1 . : : xi m, former light- 
basis for this week’s rather lengthy  eeceusdale tant champ, who is as 
stage dish here, but much of the | agept at assaulting the king’s Eng- 


lish as he was with an open glove. 
Rosenbloom is reviewed under 


Currently, | 


program director at KQV here, has 
a lot of good stuff but throws too 
much extraneous material into act. 
Kay's personnel, who trombs, two 
trumpets, four saxes, two pianos, 
drums, guitar and French horn, is 
accurately guaged to his style, which 
has a sweetish melodic sameness but 


‘never grows monotonous. It’s listen- 


able and soothing, and the vocal in- 
terpolations are in a like vein. Crew 
has three crack warblers in 
Clyde Burke and Tommy 
Ryan, and each is over big here, 
with Burke and Ryan particularly 
getting the choice pops and bulls- 
eyeing easily. 





Jimmie | of 


{ 


i 
| 


Former waltzed into | 


a show-stopping click with three of | 
- Kaye's better-known recordings, ‘Say 


It ‘Please Take a Letter, Miss 
Brown’ and ‘Imagination.’ 


Next-to-closing slot goes to 3 Non- 


' increasing competition to theatre at- 


STATE, N. Y. 


Irving Caesar, Harmonica Rascals, 
Dr. ‘Think-a-Drink’ Hoffman, Stuart 
Morgan Dancers, Ruby Zwerling 
House Orch; ‘Rebecca’ (UA). 


—_—--—— 


Passable stage bill has been short- 
ened to allow for the unusual length 
the feature picture, ‘Rebecca.” 
However, in view of the obvious 
need for shortening the whole lay- 
out, the presence of a film short is 
surprising, particularly since it deals 
with bowling. It’s puzzling td see 
the picture business plugging a sport 
that is widely regarded as offering 


tendance. 


| Stuart Morgan Dancers, who open 


; 


'chalants, who were here at Nixon. the stage show, score as always with 


| 


;not so long 
‘Vanities.’ 
it must also be; tic with the acrobatic smartly, and 


ago in Earl Carroll's 
Boys have mixed the an- 


stated that he looks like a new-! laughs come thick and fast. Turn’s 


found comic for the stage. | 
ready made good in several film 
and his nitery on the Coast is a 


‘hangout for the picture mob. This, 


experience helps him look more at! 


home on the stage. : 
Rosenbloom, incidentally, also 
adds to the paradoxes of this show 
when he goes into a _ takeoff on 
Dwight Fiske, which would be much 


: the same as Schnozzola Durante do- 
ing a straight imitation of Maurice | 


Presenting a similar picture 
singer with 


Evans. 
Helen O'Connell, 


a Wooden Whistle’ and ‘Six Lessons 


rangement of ‘Body and Soul,’ which | from Mme. La Zonga.’ 
Outside of the Berry Brothers (3), | 





He’s al-| sparked by a timorous young come- 
bits | dian (Don Milrelm), who has con- 
fave | siderable on the ball. 


For the stage, Kaye is also using 
his Commodore hotel (N.Y.) stunt, 
‘So You Want To Lead A Band?,’ 
and it’s over big and responsible for 
a lot of laughs. He gets three up 
from audience each show and day’s 
winners are to compete on final day 


of engagement for series of cash, 
At getaway, Kaye got three | 


prizes. 
naturals and the audience participa- 
tion stuff consequently was a push- 
over for results. Cohen. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, June 11. 
Hollywood Canine Mimics, Vic 


colored hoofers.who just wound up Hyde, Lynn, Royce and Vanya, Car- 


in Gay New Orleans at the N. Y 


strictly Dorsey's forte swing band 
and vocal specialists. 


solid showstops seen in a stage show 
house in a long time at the final 
show Friday (7). Their whirlwind 
acrobatic tapology won more than a 
half-dozen bows and they had to 
make two begoff speeches before the 
crowd would let them off. 

Bob Eberle, robust baritone sing- 
ing “The Breeze and I’ and ‘Body 
and Soul,’ and Miss O'Connell add 


pretty agile plenty in the way of song to Dorsey’s 


stage presentation. Both are good 
vocalists and easy on the eyes. 
Dorsey’s band is one of the tops in 
but 
it might make some concessions to 
the adult night audiences by toning 
In its opening 


the crew is blasting too 
much. It’s sweeter with ‘Cherokee’ 
and its arrangement of 


i 


The Berrys, | 
by the way, rang up one of the most ,. 


| 
| 


! 
' 


| 


‘The Flight | 


t-  dini, Gae Foster Girls (16); 
World’s Fair, rest of the show is, Orchid’ (WB). oe me 





Four acts, backed by regular house 
line used again to top advantage, 


give spot a neat little revue this | ilar act is inclined to do), but draws 


| enthusiastic 


week. Novel twist is opening show 
with girls dressed as Red Cross 
nurses, preceding pulse-feeling tap 
with rhymed suggestions that cus- 
tomers leave donations in milk bot- 
tle in lobby. Stunt is cleverly writ- 
ten and executed and gets idea over 
without imposing on audience, as 
most ‘pleas’ do, even drawing a 
snappy, genuine applause. 
Chorine Eileen Ritter again 
the ‘Sing a Song With Mike’ com- 
munity warble gag, landing four 
good soloists at show caught, includ- 
ing a marine in_uniform who tore off 
with ‘Wonder Who's 
Now.’ Stunt is concluded with 
‘America,’ entire house standing up 
with orch to pound it home. Gals’ 
Red Cross routine makes neat transi- 


leads 


of the Bumblebee,’ with Dorsey do-| tion from the patriotic mood into 


ing the final bzzzz in two. saxophone 
breaths (per Eherle’s announce- 


| ment) being good novelty. 


Besides its music, this band is also | 


| notable for its clean-out appearance. 


The musicians appear to be donning | mane 


| O'Hara and Stepin Fetchit, 


makeup, which is a departure from 


| the careless and oftimes sloppy ap- 


pearance of dance crews in theatres. 
Maybe bands are at last getting hep 
to the finer points of showmanship. 
Show is’. fast-moving under 
Dorsey’s good pacing and clear in- 
troing, being on and off within 50 
minutes. Business was fine at the 
last show opening night, the teeoff of 
a three-week run for the stage 
screen combo. Scho, 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 7, 
Sammy Kaye Orch (14), 3 Non- 





Tommy Ryan, Clyde Burke, Dancing 
Debs (3); ‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). 





Sammy Kaye since it was here it all 
began for the 


unknown less than three years ago, 
at Bill Green's, and left practically 
‘as a national institution on _ the 


| strength of nightly air shots from 
| the local roadhouse via the Mutual | 


snappy | 


things moving with ‘Can’t Love You! 


work out together a novelty tune. | 


close to the standard stage band pro-| league Edgar Bergen with 


web. 

Outfit hasn’t changed much since, 
except to acquire more polish and 
showmanship. Style remains rhyth- 
mically sugar-coated and the maestro 


| chalants, Criss Cross, Jimmie Brown, | 
ments, as duo of numbers from the | 


Swing -and-Sway | 
Band hit town practically | 


himself is still modest, earnest, sin- | 


cerely eager to please and self-effac- 
ing. He could bend over. backward 
a bit less at times but apparently 
that’s all part of the outfit’s general 
homeyness and parlor plan. And, 
as such, it works, both as entertain- 
ment and boxoffice, with the ropes 


up at the break of the opening show. | drop, 


Getaway performance, however, 
ran way overboard, around 85 min- 


utes, and plenty of scissoring would | Fach kid has a chair and a four-note 


improve unit. Specialists could be 


| shortened to their own advantage 
'and there are number of soft spots : 
| which could stand complete elimina- 


tion. Three Dancing Debs, for’ in- 


stance, should do their turn together, | 


and include their individual hoofing 


|to a challenge routine, instead of 


breaking it up into a flash act. Gals 
are crack hoofers, one an acrobatic, 
control whirlwind who apparently 
has never heard of law of gravity. 
Same goes for Criss Cross, a minor 
major 


league possibilities. Ventriloquist, a 


| local lad by the way, who was once 


| 
| 


regular vaude tempo. 


specialties, talkative guy in white tie 


and tails keeping up running chat- | 


ter as successive pups strut cos- 
tumes as Mae West, Ginger Rogers 
a butterfly dance, Scarlett 
latter 
getting extra laughs for lazy flops. 
Top applause goes to the limp, fur- 
neckpiece and muff dog, the n.s.g. 
rhumba dance being distinctly until 
climax. Finish before curtain, with 
fox terrier climbing man, gets act off 
solidly. 


‘Brother | 





their flash adagio stuff. Moreover, 
they've worked frequent little 
comedy touches into their routines, 
thus highlighting their stunning 
tricks with numerous laughs. Usual 
windup of the three men tossing the 
girl around is sock close. 

Lyricist Irving Caesar, who's 
played several personals at the State 
before, is back at the house with 
about the same routine. It’s a fairly 
effective act, but not as good as 
formerly because Caesar is now 
working too hard for comedy. He's 
not really a funny guy onstage, 
whatever he may be off, and his ef- 
forts to draw laughs neutralize the 
sincerity that was formerly one of 
his strongest assets. There’s now too 
much talk in the act, but the medley 
of old hits, plus the ‘safety’ songs 
and the adapted Rumanian number 
are still okay. 


Dr. ‘Think-a-Drink’ Hoffman, 


| billed as from ‘the late ‘Streets of 


Paris’ (a tab version of the revue is 
currently at the N. Y. World’s Fair), 
goes across nicely with his drink- 


| mixing act, although his unabashed 


‘look too-commercial. 


plugs for a certain brand of whiskey 
Static nature 


|of the turn also tends to bring the 


| 


| 


|edy routine. 


show to a halt (as any magic or sim- 


response. Couple of 
plants in the audience are effective. 

Windup spot is occupied by the 
Borrah Minevitch Rascals, with their 
invariably hilarious harmonica-com- 
Minevitch still is ab- 


i sent, but the act is a solid click, as 


Kissing Her | 


| 


| Harriet 


always, with the routine remaining 
virtually unchanged over a period of 
years. And, incidentally, the troupe 
really tears off some potent music. 
Hobe. 


HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, June 9. 


Three Olympics, Arnaut Bros., (2), 
Hoctor with Brantley & 


he | Linda, Steve Evans, The Christianis 
Hollywood Canine Mimics launch | (6), Phil Lampkin House Orch (12); 


| 
| 


Four linegals announce the one- | 


man band, Vie Hyde, who works 
fast, heaves plenty of smart adlib, 
though some is too obviously de- 
signed for the pit, and hits home 


Lyman, Kemp, Tommy Dorsey and 


‘21 Days Together’ (Col). 


Strong lineup of standard acts, all 
capable in their own respect, is 
badly combined here. Too much 
sight and novelty stuff with not 
enough pace-changing interpolations 
hurts this otherwise talentful layout. 
It all boils down to a steady dose of 
actual physical dexterity from cur- 
tain to curtain. 


Opening. the Three Olympics, 
rollerskating trio of two men and a 


| femme who work on a small circu- 


| lar 


platform, 
scratch. 


is fast and up to 
Okay spins and final trick 


: pit, au ‘of girl swinging around in revolving 
with his corny imitations of Busse, | 


Louis Armstrong theme songs. Builds ; 


steadily via playing two, then three, 


finally four trumpets simultaneously, | 


latter hoked spectacularly by having 


tumes and wallop drums for strong | 
| finale. 


This is really a homecoming for) 


in blue chiffon, falling back as Lynn, 
Royce and Vanya take center for 


ballroom hoofing. Gal in wine chif- | 


fon and men in tails get solid hold on 


audience with straight spins and 
lifts before slipping subtly into, 
burlesque. Once into the funny biz, 


however, they work it steadily up, 
mixing smooth lifts and exchanges 
with slapstick pantomime for hefty 
finish that finds all three prone and 
knocked cold. Cardini, whose act 
most of local customers know back- 
wards by now, but still go for in a 
big way, follows to pull cards, 
cigarets and pipe out of thin air, dis- 
play the self-untying handkerchief 
and get a howl on the shifting 
boutonnier. 

Femmes’ entrance for finale is 
most effective this season, line troup- 
ing on in. darkness against lighted 
giving appearance of being 
nude, and wriggling into fluffy short 
costumes before lights come up. 


chime, which they play with their | 


hands and then their feet, latter done 
standing as part of what appears to 
be a regular kick-and-tap precision 
dance, 
Biz average at show caught. 
Craig. 





Benny Goodman’s new book ‘How 
to Be a Bandleader’ getting the go 
signal. 
lish in early Fall. Larry Nixon, now 
head of A.T. & T. exhibit at World’s 
Fair, New York, collabbed. ' 


} I L jan 
two pit men stand up in circus cos- | 


| Linda, 


neck make for 
away. 

Arnaut Bros., on early in the deuce 
with their violin and whistling busi- 
ness, score with lovebird flirtation, 
old standby but still good for 
ample response. Skillful timing and 
smart selling build to well earned 


noose flashy get- 


: | bends. 
Line appears for pretty ballet bit | —— 


With still not a word spoken, bill 
moves to the trey, Harriet Hoctor 
utilizing full stage for flashy inter- 
lude on toes. Of good appearance 
and costume, dancer has litte trouble 
registering. Using Brantley and 
ballroom duo, in_ three 
routines featuring some tricky lifts, 
to fill in, Miss Hoctor closes with 
ultra smart turn climaxed by a series 
of backbends and kicks that rings 
bell solidly. 


Ideal spot here at last for some 
talk and Steve Evans grabs hold in 
no uncertain terms. A repeat here, 
he nevertheless succeeded in tieing 
up matters, very solidly on show 
caught. After a session of fairish 
gags, he swings into impressions of 
Hugh Herbert, Joe E. Brown, Popeye 
and the surefire copy of the hunky 
oul on binge. Has added to latter 
bit for considerable laughs and has 
no trouble earning encore slots for 
Mussolini, a bit precarious these 
days, and his standby acrobatic ver- 
sion of Lon Chaney in ‘The Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame.’ Makes for 
highly welcome change on this par- 
ticular layout. 


The Christianis close, and how! “A 


| socko sextet of tumblers and teeter 


board workers, they work fast and 
sensationally in series of two and 
three-high shoulder catches. A 
double somersault to a_ three-high 


_and the almost unbelievable climax- 


Robert M. McBride to pub- | 


ing trick of a head catch four high 
sew matters up tightly. Act proved a 
real show-stopper here in spite of 


| wealth of other dumb acts preceding. 


Biz rather mild. Burm. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Tommy Wonder, Nadine Gae, 
Gaudsmith Bros., Edward Roecker, 
Ben Yost’s New Yorkers, Charles 
House Orch; ‘Four Sons’ (20th), re- 
Carrer, Gae Foster Girls, Paul Ash 
viewed in Variety, May 28. 








Roxy goes overboard on its pro- 
duction effort this week and turns 
up with a mess of corn. That’s not 
to minimize, however, the fine qual- 
ity of the individual turns. But too 
much use of the Foster gals for 
purely spec purposes and too zealous 
attempts to segue the acts make for 
questionable results. 

Show works in one set, a neat 
yacht club affair with a real speed- 
boat tied to the dock. Line and 
Ben Yost’s New Yorkers, warbling 
into sidestage mikes, open the pro- 
ceedings. New Yorkers, a mixed 
choral twelvesome, have apparently 
clicked at the Roxy, for the group is 
playing a return after only three 
weeks. Vocalizing is top-grade, an 
improvement over the previous sesh. 

Aside from generous use of the 
line as atmosphere, latter does two 
full-fledged numbers. First is a 
long-used routine in which each 
femme works on a flight of three 
steps. It never fails to connect for 
good handpatter, although it is 
somewhat marred in this showing by 
sloppy costuming. 

° cl work of Tommy Wonder and 
Nadine Gae and the baritoning of 
Edward Roecker (all three reviewed 
further under New Acts) are com- 
bined into the final dish by the line. 
Miss Gae and Wonder, both recently 
in Broadway’s ‘Two ior the Show,’ 
have been booked separately, but 
work together after each has done a 
single. Both win appreciation in 
their soloes, but are -particularly 
strong in the nifty routine when 
they team up. ; 

Roecker, a -grade-A vocalist, is 
somewhat impeded in the general 
impression he is able to give by the 
corny production device of encircl- 
ing him with a bunch of line femmes. 
He comes through magnificently, 
however, especially with a semi- 
patriotic windup number which is in 
good taste. 

Two vet turns complete the bill, 
Gaudsmith Bros. and Charles Carrer. 
The two Gaudsmiths, with their 
familiar trio of amazingly shorn 
French poodles, go through their 
usual hoke tumbling, upset by the 
pooches. While the dogs in some 
respects are not trained in such a 
variety of stunts as others which 
have appeared here, comic antics of 
both animals and men mesh well. 
a however, could be speed- 


up. 

Carrer’s juggling ability is still un- 
usual, speedy and surprise-evoking. 
Routine includes balancing on his 
chin a pole at the end of which is a 
knife, then tossing an apple into the 
air, and slicing it in two with the 
knife. Also juggles eight balls and 
a bottle on the edge of a plate and 
makes 10 cocktails at one time in 
a remarkable feat of juggling. Also 
does a number of other solid a 

erb. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Glimpses of the Allies’ losing fight 
in Flanders and the mass withdrawal 
from -Dunkirk to England headline 
this week’s program. Entire show 
leans heavily on the Western Front 
conflict and America’s preparedness 
drive. Theatre has had capacity biz 
at all shows... Audience is mighty 
serious, too, in its likes and dislikes. 
One spectator, who resented cheers 
for Allied troops, was loudly | ‘in- 
vited’ outside by his neighbor. 

Paramount, Pathe, Universal, 
Movietone, and News of Day con- 
tribute to martial scenes, with first- 
named having edge on quality and 
quantity. New sequences of the bat- 
tle in Flanders lead into the sweep- 
ing evacuation shots. There is a 
picture of blazing Dunkirk in the 
distance, taken from a troop ship, 
that is remarkable for its pictorial 
quality. 

Air raid in Paris (Par) obviously 
is not the Nazi bombing visit of last 
week, but is highly dramatic never- 
theless. Also depicts mercy work 
being performed by Red Cross in 
aiding evacuees. Machine-gunned 
American. ambulance is given close- 
up treatment, with a newspaper cor- 
respondent purportedly charging 


dum-dum bullets were used on it by | 


Nazis. Movietone shows the round- 
up of Fifth Column suspects in Eng- 
land. Most neatly narrated Par 
story is that on Memorial Day. 
Universal has framed a _ superb 
story of U. S. preparing for any 
war emergency. Same reel claims 
an exclusive on one speaker admon- 
ishing use of care in the expansion 
of the aircraft industry. News of 
Day contributes U. S. Naval Acad- 
emy graduation as its war subject. 
Par has a resume of American opin- 
ion regarding the European crisis, 
with William Green and Mrs. Dwight 
W. Morrow giving their views. 
Raymond Gram Swing turns his 
analysis of today’s news to national 
defense, claiming that the first prob- 
lem is to obtain naval and air bases 
off both U. S. coasts so that any in- 
vader could be met before even 
reaching America’s shores. The 
greatest navy in the world, because, 


he claims, ‘we are a naval power,’ 
and protection of the Panama canal, 
are pre-requisite, Swing avers, 
Point he makes is that there likely 
will be no invasion by armed forces 
(coming up on our beaches), but that 
U. S. must protect via naval and air 
forces against any such threat. 

One of best chuckles on program 
is News of Day picture of retriever 
dogs being trained to grab ducks. 
Other outstanding yarns are Indi- 
anapolis’ thrilling 500-mile auto 
speedway race (Par), Pathe’s inter- 
collegiate track meet, luxury liner 
America on test run (Par), Movie- 
tone’s slick coverage of N. Y. Fair’s 
Aquacade, Belmont horse racing 
(U) and Joe Louis and Arturo Go- 
doy training for their return match 
(Par). Universal plugs Gloria Jean 
with inane child fashions and Movie- 
tone backgrounds a Hollywood race- 
track opening, with boosts for 20th- 
Fox stars in the reel. 





MARCH OF TIME 


(‘U. S. Navy—1940’) 

Hitting the market as the U. S. 
military preparedness program gains 
momentum, this new March of Time 
subject, showing all branches of the 
Government's sea-going arm of serv- 
ice, is a fine exhib bet from the 
timeliness angle. Bright photogra- 
phy and deft narration enhance. 

Two-reeler provides a searching 
survey of the Navy’s present status 
and future needs under the nation’s 
huge defense expansion. Brings 
the present conflict vividly to the 
fore with recent clips of fight- 
ing in the lowlands country, then the 
20-year naval ‘holiday’ after the U.S. 
had developed its Navy to its great- 
est fighting strength in World War 
I. There’s also a brief resume of 
how Japan’s attack on China touched 
off a procession of war events, end- 
ing in the present battle on the 
western front. 

What is being done to train young 
recruits ashore, via Reserve Officer 
Training Corps in colleges, etc., 
brings the yarn up to date. Subject 
stresses the necessity of protecting 
the vital Panama Canal until the 
Yanks have sufficient naval forces 
for both oceans. Wear. 


CHICAGO, CHI. 


Chicago, June 8. 
Carmen Miranda, Pepito and Car- 
men, Will and Gladys Ahern, Bobby 
Ramos, Carlos Molina Orch (20), 
Dorothy Hild Ballet (16); ‘My Son, 
My Sow (UA). 








Balaban & Katz has lined up a 
conga show for 
slapped together some acts for a 
rather jumbled set of entertainment. 
About the poorest sessions are those 
devoted to the conga and rhumba 
dancing and music. 


Carlos Molina, with a house-aug- 
mented orchestra, has a discordant 
aggregation currently. Molina seem- 
ingly never could decide whether }«é 
wanted to play American or tropical 
music with the result that his stuff 
shows it. In addition to leading the 
band through some _ meaningless 
numbers, leader attempts a sorrow- 
ful tango session dressed in some 
swanky gaucho wardrobe. 

Pepito and Carmen are a tropical 
ballroom dance team with little to 
offer. Are stilted and uninteresting 
in their delivery and give out with 





| nothing original in their dancing. 
| Better conga and rhumba dancing is 
'on tap by the customers at Chicago's 
| Colony Club any day of the week. 
Bobby Ramos handles m.c.ing 
cleanly, announcing events pleas- 
antly and vocals on his own effec- 
| tively. 

| Standard act is that of Will and 
Gladys Ahern, still full of punch and 
color in any variety house. Gladys 
Ahern still has a trim figure and 
makes a great appearance. Will 
Ahern scores with his rope spinning 
and monolog. 

Carmen Miranda _ registers 
this mob, working cleverly. 
| odd attire is still part of her stand- 
| out showmanship, and her equatorial 
| vocaling salesmanship makes her a 
| good entertainment item for this 
| class house. 

Dorothy Hild line is on for two 
| numbers and makes a satisfying pic- 
ture with their conga parade to 
wind up the production. 

Business fair at the last show 
Friday (7). Gold. 


with 








Dr. Tracy 


Continued from page 3 














cavalcade of city and state digni- 
taries, studio officials and newspaper 
folk to Ripon Monday morning. 
While the college town was pla- 
carded with ‘Welcome Spencer,’ a 
parade that had been planned was 
called off and the students restrained 
their greeting as much as they could 
be expected to. 

Bestowing of the honorary degree 
took place ceremoniously at noon at 
the college, Tracy made a couple of 
personal appearances in the evening 
in local theatres, and this rmorning 
left with his entourage for Chicago. 
Gov. Julius P. Heil also made Tracy 
a colonel in the state military at the 
campus theatre ceremonies. 





this week and) 


The | 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 





Chicago, June 8. 
Louis Armstrong Orch (14) with 
Mitge Williams, Big Time Crip, 
Candy and Pepper, Sonny Woods, 
Stump and Stumpy; ‘Kildare’s 
Strange Case’ (M-G). 





Armstrong’s orchestra figures for 
an annual appearance in a Loop the- 
atre and each is a surety of: solid 
boxoffice and entertainment. Cur- 
rent session is in line with that tra- 
dition, business currently giving the 
State-Lake the best pace among 
Loop vaudfilm spots, and the audi- 
— reaction is highly favorable, 
00. 


Armstrong himself looks better 
than he has in years and comes up 
with a bang-up band ses<‘on in ad- 
dition to topping the j} 1 with his 
own cornet specialty. He works 
hard and diligently at all times and 
proves himself capable of handling 
an audience skilfully. 


Two standard turns with Arm- 
strong are vocalist Sonny Woods and 
the comedy team of Stump and 
Stumpy. Woods rocked ’em with his 
warbling and had to beg off at this 
catching after singing three excel- 
lent-numbers. Stump and Stumpy 
could practically stay on forever at 
the insistence of the audience, They 
knock themselves out with their 


better to hold their time down and 
leave the audience wanting more. 


Novelty is Big Time Crip, one- 
legged dancer who scores. Works 
fast and is a cinch for the family 
time. Candy and Pepper are girls in 
‘boys’ clothing who attempt some 
Harlem hoofing but miss the boat 
somewhat. 
a good singing job of her three-tune 
assignment. 

Biz good supper show Friday (7). 

Gold, 





Martinelli 


Continued from page 1 














planning on Giacomo Lauri-Volpi, 
Alessandro Ziliani, Guiseppe Lugo, 
among its tenors; Maria Canilglia, 
Mafalda Favero, as sopranos; Gui- 
seppe De Luca, Salvatore Baccolini 
baritone, and bass, and Ebe Stignani, 
contralto, again will be left out in 
the cold. The only replacements 
will be among native Americans. 


Only two Italians who will prob- 
ably appear are Giovanni Martinelli, 
now an American citizen, and Ezio 
Pinza, who has taken out first pa- 
pers. Both of these men are past the 
war age. 
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part of this coin will go to bands, 
which get $175 to $325 per week 
(plus all the lox they can eat) on a 
10-week season basis, but the bulk 
will fall to the weekend shows. 


That’s the essence of the borscht 
circuit time—weekend vaude layouts. 
| These range from grade B turns to 
;names, and total five to eight acts. 
Most of them are booked for three 
|days—Friday through Sunday—and 
Pransky & Beckman frequently bi- 
ieycle them between two or three 
| spots in the same territory. In other 
, words, Joe Doakes plays Ginsberg’s 
Chateau on Friday, Lapidus’ Villa 
| Vista on Saturday, and Gobble’s Joy- 
ful Inn on Sunday. The payoff is 
'strictly the problem of Pransky & 
Beckman, they receiving flat sums 
from the resorts and then make the 
best bargains they can with the acts. 





, Their profits, they claim, are not 
large. 
Besides the weekend shows and | 


the full-week bands, each resort has 
a permanent m.c. booked by Pransky 
& Beckman. The m.c.’s have the 
tough jobs—it’s their duty to keep 
|the stenos and clerks from wonder- 
ing four days a week why they left 
the city. They're the typical life-of- 
| the-party boys; all have prop grins 
|and sartorial layouts that are usually 
entertaining props in 
They must also have a fund of gags 
and games, plus a good memory of 
|easy bits and blackouts in which the 
vacationers can play as actors. 

Budgets of the Catskill resorts vary 
from $2,500 for the small mountain 
bivouacs to $7,500 per season for the 
largest fresh-air-birds-and-insects 
emporiums. Pransky & Beckman, for 
instance, have a number of the top- 
budget places. These include the 
President, Swan Lake, N. Y.; New 
Concord, Kiamesha, N. Y.; Morning- 
side hotel, Hurleyville, N. Y.; Evans 
hotel, Loch Sheldrake, N. Y.; Plaza, 
New Prospect, and Ambassador ho- 
}tels, Fallsburgh, N. Y.; Shawanga 
Lodge, High View, N. Y.; Nevele 
Country Club, Ellenville, N.Y.; Camp 
Milford, Kent, Conn., and The Wyles, 
Wingdale, N. Y. 

These are the class spots;-a herring 





jhere is usually fileted before it’s| he can scarcely fail to click. Does ment at 


served, 


hoofing and clowning, and would do! 


Midge Williams turns in! 


themselves. | 


4 





New 





Acts 








SLAPSIE MAXIE ROSENBLOOM (4) 
Comedy 

12 Mins.; One 

Strand, N. Y. 


Maxie Rosenbloom, working with 
three. unidentified stooges, one of 
them an adenoidal femme, looks like 
'a new-found comic for the stage. 
He’s a dese-dose-dems mugg, but 
with a fine sense of timing for laughs 
and a rep as former world’s light- 
heavyweight boxing champ. With 
ttre exception of the tailoring and 
the fact that he’s more stationary, 
Rosenbloom looks like another Jim- 
my Durante with a couple of inches 
less nose. 

Rosenbloom has made good in sev- 
eral film bits, as well as in his nitery 
operation on the Coast, and he’s at 
home on a stage. Some of the stooge 
bits, especially the heckling from 
box and orchestra floor, are remi- 
niscent of Phil Baker and other acts, 
| but, on the whole, Rosenbloom’s ma- 
terial is good. His routine with the 
girl, who bounces up on the ros- 
trum seeking his autograph, gets 
strong laughs. 

He also proves his versatility by 
doing one song in the nonchalant 
| Dwight Fiske manner—and then an 
imitation of Harry Richman singing 
‘A Vagabond Song.’ He kids him- 
self, his ring career and his acting. 
Above all, he kids his intelligence. 
In the crossfire here with Jimmy 
Dorsey, the latter asked Rosen- 
bloom about his schooling: 

‘Did you take economic physics?’ 

‘No,’ Rosenbloom replied, “That 
makes me weak!’ 

If anybody doubts before this that 
Slapsie Maxie is a mugg, that gag is 
the clincher. Outside of this, how- 
ever, his material is pretty clean, 
and certainly funny the way he de- 
livers it. Scho. 








MARIANNE OSWALD 
With Adam Gelbtrunk, Joe Biviano, 

Daphne Bull 
Dramatic Song Recital 
Chanin Auditorium, N. Y. 

Making her U. S. debut last Thurs- 
day night (6), at $3.30 top, Marianne 
Oswald drew a tardy, dressy, swelt- 
ering, cosmopolitan audience that 
took a proprietary interest in the 
proceedings and greeted her efforts 
with friendly encouragement. This 
cordiality was so marked that it 
presently thawed even the distress- 
ing nervousness of the French 
diseuse. However, it could not con- 
ceal that Miss Oswald offers little 
popular appeal for American audi- 
ences, 

Program was almost entirely in 
French, although she offered explan- 
atory introductions and one num- 
ber in groping English. Miss Os, 
wald is a slight woman, with red 
hair, an ‘interesting’ face and a 
husky voice. To supplement her 
acting she sometimes sings or chants, 
but whatever method she uses the 
effect remains baffling. And the 
spectator is left with the uneasy im- 
pression that even if he could un- 
derstand what the emoting was all 
about he still wouldn’t care very 
much. Three musicians, piano, ac- 
cordian and harp, accomp. 

Foreign language dramatics are in- | 
clined to be at best a specialized 
taste for U. S. audiences. This 
handicap seems particularly applic- 
able in the case of Miss Oswald, for | 
her too-infrequent efforts at comedy 


i by its famous ‘word.’ 


or femme portion of the audience, 
for he’s clean-cut and nice looking, 

Does ‘Wind and Rain in Your 
Hair,’ ‘Balalaika,’ ‘Old Man River’ 
(which could be dropped, as too 
inevitable from a baritone) and 
winds up with a patriotic type tune, 
‘Where Else But Here.’ Roxy ties 
him into a lot of production with 
the Gae Foster line, some of which 
is‘'a bit awkward, but he carries it 
off well. 

Roecker would be a good bet for 
a Broadway musical. Herb. 





NADINE GAE 
Dancing 

6 Mins, 

Roxy, N.Y. 


Most recently seen in the revue, 
‘Two for the Show,’ Miss Gae is a 
cute looker whose terping is a pleas- 
ing addition to this Roxy presenta- 
tion. She gets only minor oppor- 
tunity to work solo, however, being 
teamed up with Tommy Wonder, an- 
other from the same recently closed 
Broadway show. 


Initial appearance is a solo of just 
a couple minutes in which Miss Gae 
does an undistinguished routine in 
top hat and tails. It’s in the duo 
with Wonder that she really clicks, 
They do conga and tap routines to- 
gether which are-excellent and well 
pointed up by their youthfulness 
and pleasant appearance. It might 
be wise for them to make a per- 
manent stage affiliation. They’re a 
neat team for either niteries of 
vaude, Herb, 


British Thesps 
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being stressed, for either fading or 
cutting by the engineer. But it won 
out; a couple of the boys gave it 
flip delivery during a studio piece 
one night, and from then on it 
stayed. 

















‘Mice-Men’ Appeal 


Legit had always a little corner 
on a straight cuss, but censor kept 
such to a minimum until ‘Mice and 
Men’ reached town just ahead of 
the war. Not a few of the wise boys 
hold that the play’s great appeal for 
theatregoers lay in the blueness. Pic- 
ture version of Steinbeck’s yarn, un- 
der the Hays stamp, got only pass- 
ing mention where the play, with 
its generally mediocre cast here, 
earned plaudits. 


Radio took the stunt on its next 
step, with a new one from Jack 
Warner, an unknown till then. His 
blue stuff went winging the country 
overnight and wafted the comic into 
en Palladium theatre with his own 
show. 


When Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’ drew 
announcement for celluloid, conjec- 
ture came whether censor would let 
It was left in, 
although some houses slurred the 
sound track on their own initiative. 
But now filmdom completes the 
trend with the recent showing of 
M-G’s ‘Gestapo,” made here. A 
character gives it straight: ‘Hitler- 
land is a damn, awful country.’ 
There was no sense listening for the 
pin drop; patrons had ’em all stuck 





lack the deftness of universally-un- 
derstandable humor. Nearly all her | 
offerings are the heaviest kind of 
| dramatic emoting, which. is too tough 
for even the class boite audiences 
to take. Hobe. | 





| TOMMY WONDER 
Dancing 

8 Mins, 

Roxy, N.Y. 

Tommy Wonder is recently out 
of ‘Two for the Show’ and at. one 
time was working in a turn with 
Dixie Dunbar. He’s also been 
around in theatres and _ niteries. 
| Youthful and pleasing in appear- | 
ance, he’s a capable terper, but | 
could brush up at least one of the, 
|routines used in this engagement. | 
In addition to two solo numbers 
which mesh moderately, Wonder 
does a couple socks with Nadine 
Gae, also from ‘Two for the Show,’ 
but booked into the Roxy separately. 

Wonder’s opener, except for some | 
| splits, is ordinary. His next is with 
|a very lifelike red-headed dummy. 
| Idea of attaching the dummy to the 
toes of his shoes is very old, but 
| Wonder executes the idea well. 
| Dancing with Miss Gae is a solid 
| getaway. Herb. 


| 


| EDWARD ROECKER 
| Songs 
|8 Mins, 
| Roxy, N.Y. 
| Long known to radio through | 
| lengthy warbling service on the Pick 
|and Pat show, Ed Roecker (Roxy | 
| formality apparently results in ex- | 
| tending the billing to Edward) is | 
| making his initial New York vaude 
| appearance after touring through- 
out the country. 
Offering a strong baritone voice 
|and a knowledge of how to use it, | 





equally well, too, with either male 


| nate was forced to sell. 


in the region of the ribs. So, Clark 
Gable’s delivery of a weary. ‘damn,’ 
in ‘Gone With the Wind,’ was noth- 
ing startling when picture reached 
this side. 
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U. S. Board of Tax Appeals for a 
redetermination of asserted 1935 and 
1936 income tax deficiencies of 
$283,083. 

On the heels of the Federal accu- 
sation that he owed the Government 
more than $400,000, for 1935-1937, 
Schenck protested that the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue had er- 
roneously disallowed a $173,228 loss 
on sales of stock in the Compania 
Mexicana del Agua Caliente; placed 
the profit on sale of 16,000 shares of 
preferred and 10,000 shares of com- 
mon stock in 20th Century at 
$409,073, instead of $228,006, and 
disallowed deductions of $72,714, in 
the two years in question, which 
were termed ‘legitimate expenses in 
earning a salary.’ 


Alleged ‘wear and tear’ on a yacht 
and certain automobiles totalled 
$6,530 in 1935, Schenck protested, 
and deductions were disallowed on 
a loss of $33,145 on the sale of the 
yacht ‘Invader,’ which the film mag- 





Justin Stone, Hollywood piano- 
maestro, making eastern debut with 
14-piece band in indefinite engage- 
Seven Gables, Milford, 
Conn. 
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memther summer holdover expected; | 
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42 LEGITIMATE 
. 
Bway Off Further on Heat, War; 
La. Purchase Big 352,000, Ditto 
‘Hellz’s’ 24G; Cool Monday, Biz U 
ellz’s onday, Biz Up 
9 
ieeaattibibiaitt 
[ 
timates for Last Week | 6 4 ,? 
ey. E (comedy), BD {arama), R American Way’s’ First 
{revue), M (musical), (farce) | ° 
operetta). $ 0 000 
‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St. St. Louis Week 3 ’ 
(27th week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Hit 
the skids like other attractions af- St. Louis, June 11. 
fected by a heat wave and Allies ‘The American Way,’ with Vin- 
war reverses; rated around $18,000;| .ent Price, Norma Terris, Gladys 
laugh musical figured to stay through Baxter and Robert Keith in top 
summer, however, and should re-j roles, ended first of two-week stand 
ver; cool Monday and business | gt Municipal theatre Assn’s alfresco 
umped. : theatre in Forest Park, Sunday (9), 
‘Hellzapoppin’ Winter Garden’ with take of approximately $30,000. 
(90th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Jumped spotty weather held down attend- 
ee position to ‘Louisiana’ ance several nights. 
rchase’; convention sell-out helped ~~ Crix tossed 100% raves for the 
d gross to $24,000; best takings George F. Kaufman-Moss Hart 
some time. - | spectacle, being shown for first time 
‘Higher and Higher, Shubert outside of New York. Victor Her- 
(M-1,375; $4.40). “Will suspend Sat-  hert’s ‘Naughty Marietta,’ with: Rose- 
urday after pele 11 weeks; had! marie Brancato and Robert Shafer, 
been getting excellent grosses, but) who appeared in attendance-break- 


qipp to around $16,000, but Mon- | ing ‘Firefly’ last season, in principal 
y away up; will relight Aug. 5;! roles, opens one-week engagement 
boxoffice remains open. | | Monday (17). ‘Marietta’ will be first 
‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst | of cycle of 11 musicales at this open 
3d Peace teen — cue | air playhouse during current season. 
awn top uses ‘ 
lower floor disappointing; rated | 











rt due to stay. 
PClLife With Father,’ Empire (31st 

en Se aitaie  ceter | (5) knocked out—for the present— 
takings; standees in some ,Perform. | ations Committee recommended de- 
ances and few empty seats at any |letion of clause in the House-ap- 


round $15,000; not good enough but | 
umped Monday. é | 
‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Miller (ilth 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Only affected 
in number of standees; rated only 

j iption period Prevailing statutory discrimination 
rt oy ee D000. . against theatre projects in the Fed- 
ane: queses pally ong A Music| Proved legislation saying none of the 


week) (D-940; $3.30). Slipped fur- | 
ther; takings around $8,500; some 
profit at that level and meller im- GETS NEW HOPE 
show selling out all performances, 
with gross approaching $19,000 mark. Washington, June 11. 
‘Love’s Old Sweet Song,’ Plymouth./ surprising somersault Wednesday 
‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (2d eral relief program. In presenting 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). New mu- bill supplying cash for the fiscal year 
sical away out in front on weekly | opening July 1, the Senate Appropri- 
Box (34th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). | $975,650,000 for WPA could be spent 
Has been slipping after topping for producing shows. 
straight plays in point of gross all} Proposal of Actors Equity was 


season; should pull comeback;| only partially accepted by the Com- 
di ped to $13,500; Monday €X-/ mittee, but there is no assurance’ that 
cellent. ss 


> * acti _| any of the present limitation will be 
Sik ely irri cod thee week; | abolished. The bill still has to go 
spanned the season and, when at | through the Senate and then, if the 
Plymouth, was among the better | recommendation is followed, must be 
grossers; slipped to $5,000 last week.| sent back to the House, which has 
‘Morning Star,’ Longacre. Closed | peen fiinty toward the jobless among 
Saturday after play ung ent weeks: | stage people. Odds still are against 
was slated to holdover this week, | the actors and stagehands. 


jm as —— sad io Repeating admissions that part of 


‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (11th) the past criticism was justified, Col. 
week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Moved here F. C. Harrington, the relief program 
from Mansfield Monday (10); figured | head, assured the solons he will see 
more favorable spot; dipped, but! that no propagandistic plays are pre- 
ow operating profit; around sented, but declared he was unwill- 
$ ‘The Male Animal,’ Cort - (22d, ing to let Equity do the dictating or 
week) (C-964; $3.30). Another well | to limit jobs to persons whose the- 
regarded attraction which has been atrical experience dates back to Oct. 
affected by the slump; takings off to| 31, 1934. After Paul Turner and 
around $10,000; new low as with) Maida Reade, representing the talent 
others; still aimed for summer stay. | group, suggested they could prevent 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin abuses from returning, Harrington 
(6th week) (D-1,357; $3.30). | Stand- said he would get an advisory board 
out drama under capacity, but would | Pag on 
be sellout in smaller house; around| ‘© Pass on the plays produced, bu 


d; tied with ‘Father’ on| did not want such a requirement 
pong — ' | written into law and added that he 


‘Tobacco Read,’ Forrest (348th did not think any theatrical relief 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Fourth of| should be run ‘as a closed project for 
July matinee announced and 4N-/ the Actors Equity.’ 

The WPA boss admitted that since 
ated around $4,000. 

‘Walk WitheMusic," Barrymore (ist the FTP wound up a year ago he 
week) (M-1,104; $3.30). Drew so-so doubts if 50% of those employed un- 
press, with business dtsappointing der it have been given other types of 
after debut; needs around $12,000 to Federal assistance. 
break even; considerably less esti- 


mated for first seven times. aS M a cGREGOR PRODUCING 
ON OWN NEXT SEASON 


‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (1 
Edgar MacGregor, back on Broad- 


week) (R-961; $1.65). One more 
week; garment workers union revue 

| way after a considerable interlude 
! in Hollywood, will turn producer on 


to play summer dates and slated to 
| his own next season. As a stager 


tour again next season; $5,000, even | 
Albany Police Probing | 
he has a unique record, but when 


break for small cost show. 

Harmanus Bleecker Fire he returned from the Coast last 

Albany, N. Y., June 11. autumn was undecided whether to 

Accumulated debris is too great remain in the legit end. His status 
and the damaged walls too danger- | became definite, however, after di 
ous for Fire Chief Michael J. Flem- | recting two of the season’s top mu- 
ing to conduct his investigation of | icals, ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th 
the Harmanus Bleecker Hall fire’s Street, and the recently opened 
sources, he has announced. He plans ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial. 
to search the place, however,*just as| ‘Purchase’ is the 78th show staged 
goon as clearance operations made’ on Broadway by MacGregor. He is 
it reasonably safe to make a care-/ currently occupied with putting on 
ful scrutiny of the wrecked audi- the Al Jolson musical, ‘Wha-Hoo’ 
torium’s interior. Meanwhile, the’ better known as ‘Hold On to Your 
police inquiry into the fire, insti-| Hats.’ His first presentation in the 
gated by Chief Fieming immediately fall will be ‘The Little Breakdown.’ 
upon discovering two separate fires, It will be followed by a musical, 
burning simultaneously in the hall, | ‘Lover for Two.’ Book of the latter 
is continuing. | show was written by MacGregor and 

This inquiry is in charge of De- F. Hugh Herbert. Latter is the film 
tective John J. Masko, who has the writer, not the comedian. Score is 
€0-operation of Michael LaGrua, | being composed by Ralph Rainger 
special agent of the fire under- and Leo Robbin, now an the Coast 
writers. ‘ for that purpose. 











Current Road Shows 


(Week of June 10) 





Civie Opera Company’—Cur- 
ran, San Francisco. 

‘King Richard WW’ (Maurice 
Evans)—Auditorium, Portland, 
Ore. (10); Metropolitan, Seattle 
(12-13); Empress, Vancouver 
(14-15). 

‘Meet the People‘—Playhouse, 
Hollywood. 


Coast Civic Opera 
$10,000 in the Red 
On $123,000 Take 


Los Angeles, June 11. 

Town is on a slim legit diet this 
week, with only the Playhouse in 
Hollywood lighted for the long run 
champ, ‘Meet the People.” Revue 
clicked off another fancy $6,500 and 
looks set for many more profitable 
weeks. 

‘Red Mill,’ at the Philharmonic, 
finished off the four-week series 
with $28,000, but couldn’t lift the 
quartet of operetta revivals out of 
the loss column. Although the four 
musicals showed a gross of $123,000, 
the Festival stands to lose around 
$10,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Red Mill,” Philharmonic 
(2,700; $2.75). Washup of the four 
weeks of Civic Light Opera Festival 
brought $28,000 into the till. Some 
talk about touring this one along the 
Coast. 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood (1,130; $1.65) (28th week). 
Keeps rolling along for neat profit. 
Around $6,500 on the week and may 
a around for the summer tourist 
rade. 














Legit Cues 








Philip Huston, back from Guy 
Palmerton’s Portland, Me., stock, 
joins the company for the Mohawk 

rama Festival, Schenectady, N. Y. 


Betty Bruce, featured dancer in 
‘Keep Off the Grass,’ at the Broad- 
hurst, N. Y., has a Yorkshire terrier 
which had a part in the show, but it 
was written out. 


Paul Haakon is having cork-soled 
shoes made to save his feet in 
‘American Jubilee’ at the World’s 
Fafr. Dancing on asphalt has made 
his feet so sore he could hardly 
dance. 

Raymond Massey may tour again 
next season with ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois.’ 

Maurice Evans, on the Coast with 
‘King Richard II,’ still has no plans 
for fall. Tentative film deal has ap- 
parently chilled. 


‘Two for the Show’ fall tour un- 
certain. 

Roberta Becker, Maurice Evans’ 
secretary and in the ‘King Richard 
Il’ company, will remain in San 
Francisco when the show closes, re- 
turning east in the fall. 


Vinton Freedley, Jr., 22, son of 
the producer, just out of Harvard, 
and George Washington  Hill’s 
(American Tobacco) son are friends. 
Young Freedley is joining Hill’s en- 
terprises, rather than going into 
show biz, at least for time being. 

Richard Rodgers and George Jean 
Nathan jury-dutying. 

Anna Erskine to be secretary to 
John O’Hara during preparation of 
his ‘Pal Joey’ series into a musical 
with Rodgers and Hart, for George 
Abbott production in the fall. 

Diosa Costella had her 
snipped. 

The Robert Griffiths (Otis Schae- 
fer) expect a baby this month. 


Jerry Whyte, to the Coast as tech- 
nical assistant on “Too Many Girls,’ 
at RKO, stopped off to visit his wife 
at Fargo, N. D., where she’s summer- 
ing with her family. 

Hume Cronyn, currently with the 
resident company at Skowhegan, Me., 
expects to be called for duty with the 
Canadian army soon. 


Tom Ewell, who went to the Coast 
with ‘Key Largo,’ is staying there for 
possible picture work. 

Robert E. Sherwood, George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart reported 
to have completed their original 
screen story, for which they hope to 
get $25,000 to pay. off the Authors 
League deficit. Kaufman-Hart al- 
ready at work on the script for their 
first fall play. 

Charles B. Gaynor may assist John 
Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkelhoffe on 
a rewrite of their musical, ‘Finger in 
the Pie.’ Incidentally, the authors of 
‘Brother Rat’ are reported to have 
split their collaborating partnership 
for future scripts. 

Emmerich Kalmann, Viennese 
composer, sojourning in Beverly 
Hills and talking with a name pic- 
ture songstress for thestitle role in 
‘Josephine,’ an as yet unproduced 
Kalmann operetta, due on Broadway. 

Oscar Straus wants to leave Paris 
for Broadway. Dr. Edmond Pauker 


tonsils 





handling the deal. 


| at the order of the A. F. of L. and | 


\List of New Play Tryouts In 


Strawhats Now Quite Imposing 


With the strawhat season begin-;a revue by Ted Fetter and others, 
ning to unfold, the schedule of try-| with name cast, at the Ridgeway 
outs is now fairly imposing. How-| theatre, White Plains, N. Y.; ‘Poet's 
ever, many managements that mere-/| Corner,’ by Vincent Price, at Lake- 
ly announced ‘several new plays| wood theatre, Skowhegan, Me.: 
will be tried out’ have yet to specify |‘Mum’s the Word,’ Jimmy Savo’s 
the titles, dates, ete. So far, the list; one-man revue, at the Ogunquit 
is as follows: (Me.) playhouse. Also late in June: 

This week: ‘Moon Over Mars,’ at| ‘Now I Owe You Nothing,’ by Sam 





.the Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y.| Hoffman, at the Lyric theatre, Rich- 








June 17: ‘A Lady Passed This| mond, Va. 
Way,’ at the ; Starlight theatre,) July 1: Mr. and Mrs. North,’ the 
Pawling, N. Y.; ‘Some Call It Mad-| Qwen Davis adaptation of storits 
ness,’ at the Chapel theatre, Great by Richard and Mrs. Lockridge, at 
Neck, L, I. ; the Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, 
June 24: ‘Two Weeks With Pay,’| Me 
“ July 8: ‘Cafeteria, by Leyla 
r3 9 Georgie, at the County theatre, 
FATHER 13 000 Suffern, N. Y.; ‘Our Girls,’ by Con- 
9 rad Seiler, at Starlight theatre, 
Pawling, N. Y. 
July 15: ‘Some Days You Don't,’ 
on | by Charles Schnee, at the Players’ 
5) theatre, -Clinton, Conn.; ‘Second 
: Helping,’ by David Carey, at the 
Community theatre, Stamford, Conn. 
Chicago, June 11. July 22: ‘Lee of Virginia,’ by 
Chicago is down to a single show, | Edward Boykin, at the Barter thea- 
with only ‘Life with Father,’ at the | tre, Abingdon, Va.; ‘Salute Tomor- 
Blackstone, keeping the legit lamp | row,’ by Marjorie Pressnell, at the 
lighted. Weather is plenty hot and | County theatre, Suffern, N. Y. 
is not helping the situation. ‘Father’ ething ‘y 
came through with $13,000 for its| July 29: ‘Dark Horses,’ by Harry 
16th week in the 1,200-seat house | Antrim, at the Chase Barn play- 
and looks a cinch for many more, house, Whitefield, N. H.; ‘By Any 
months in town. Other Name,’ by Warren P. Mun- 
Next show in will be the Al Jol-| sell, Jr, at McCarter theatre, 
son-Ruby Keeler-Martha Raye mu- | Princeton, N. J.; ‘The Adam Family,’ 
sical, now tagged ‘Wha-Hoo, which | by John Sand and Fanny Jocelyn 
opens in the Grand July 7 for at| at stony Creek, Conn ’ 
least a four-week stay. On Labor ’ 4 F 
Day the Selwyn will relight with a| Aug. 5: ‘After the Bail,’ a musical, 
road company of.‘Male Animal.’ with book and lyrics by Edward 
There is talk of some summer pro- | Eager, at the Players’ theatre, Clin- 
duction in the loop, also possibility | ton, Conn. 


that George Abbott’s ‘See My Law- Aug. 12: ‘African Vineyard,’ 
d . y 4 : yard,’ by 
yer’ may come into the Harris. Walter Armitage, at the County 


AFL NIXES TMAT IDEA ee ae Ps es Stars,” by 
TO EXTEND JURISDICTION x." gg oe 


Reginald Lawrence, at the Casino 
musical with score by John Sacco, 
Theatrical Managers, Agents and | book by Willem Van Loon, at Chase 
Treasurers has been rebuffed by the | Barn playhouse, Whitefield, N. H.; 
executive council of the American | ‘Climbing,’ by Martin Cumberland, 
Federation of Labor in its efforts to | at Starlight theatre, Pawling, N. Y. 
widen the scope of the union. TMAT| Sept. 2: ‘River Gambler,’ by Wal- 
had applied for a so-called interna- | ter Armitage, at County theatre, 
tional charter which would permit | Suffern, N. Y. 
it to function fhroughout the coun-| Sept. 3: ‘But Not Your Heart,’ by 
try. In declining to change the sta- | Charlotte Francis, at the Theatre-in- 
tus of the union, TMAT was in- | the-Dale, Marble Dale Conn. 
structed to confine itself to managers Undated tryouts include: ‘Man in 
and agents in New York, but the | the Moon,’ by John Triggs, at Mon- 
matter will not end there, accord- | towese playhouse, Branford, Conn.; 
ing to informed sources. Issue. will | ‘Sixes and Sevens,’ by Francis Swann, 
be finally decided on at the A.F. of | at Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, Md.; 
L. convention next October in New | ‘The Walrus and the Carpenter,’ by 
Orleans. . Noel Langley, at Rye Beach, N. H.; 
TMAT has what is called a federal |‘A Little Knowledge,’ by Walter 
charter which limits its jurisdiction | Casey and Murdock Pemberton, and 
to a defined locality. Despite the fail- | ‘The Royal Roost,’ by Richard Dwen- 
ure to obtain a wider field, it is de- | ger, at the Community theatre, 
clared that the basic agreement be- | Stamford, Conn.; ‘She Ate Her Cake,’ 
tween the managers and TMAT,/|by Louis E. Schecter and Norman 
which establishes salaries, will not | Clark, and ‘They That Love Best,’ 
affect the pay requirement for ad-| by Jack L. Levin, at Stony Creek; 
vance men. and company managers | Conn.; ‘Dollars and Horse Sense,” by 
on tour, because the shows emanate | Mr. and Mrs. Phil Dunning, at the 
in N.Y. Scales of house managers | Lakewood theatre, Skowhegan, Me.; 
and press agents out-of-town, how- | ‘On Earth As It Is,’ by Leslie Mc- 


ever, may be subject to changes, but | Cloud, at the Barter theatre Abing- 
that is up to the managers. Agree- don, Va. . 


ment with the League of New York| go-called tryouts : 

2 - ut - 
theatres was signed for a three-year | theatres are aa Po meg 
period and does not expire until | above list. Non-Equity spots do not 
two years from next September. | operate under professional condi- 

TMAT started a wide organization tions and are thus not regarded as 
drive in other cities after the treas- sufficiently important for the trade 
urers joined, regardless of the limita- ; . ” . 
tion of its charter. Drive stopped 














Chatter of the Barnyards 


hater ha Sheenees iteees one | Walter O'Keefe, the radio comic, 
went under the wing of the stage- pow 0 ee show which he mang 
hands. Whether the latter will hold | ryout in several strawhats this sum- 
that jurisdiction will also come up | — Peg La Centra, the radio 
at the convention. George E | warbler last — a Broadway in 
Browne, head of the International | Music in the Air,’ would have the 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- | femme lead. ee ‘There are, now 48 
ployees (stagehands), as a member | SP°ts franchised by Equity, with four 
of the AFL executive council, prin- additional places permitted .to oper- 
cipally opposed TMAT’s charter ap- ate without observing Equity re- 
plication. quirements, but where Equity mem- 
Regardless of whether TMAT re-| P&S. May appear... .at least a 
gains jurisdiction of the treasurers, | °UPIe of dozen additional spots are 
the union voted an amendment at| ¢XPected to be sanctioned by Equity 
the annual meeting Monday (10)|>yY the time the season gets fully 
dropping all mention of the boxoffice | Under way. .. . Miriam Hopkins will 
group. The union will revert to its| °pen the season at the Deertrees 
original title, Theatrical Manager & | theatre, Harrison, Me., July 1, with 
Agents. Another amendment adopted | ‘TOmorrow and Tomorrow.’ 
eliminates the motion picture divi- 
sion, slated to be affiliated with McCoy’s Toronte Deal 
IATSE. Frank McCoy, who formerly oper- 
Election of officers, none of whom | ated the Maplewood (N. J.) theatre 
were opposed, included: Saul Abra-| under a stock policy with O. E. Wee, 
ham, president; William G. Norton,| will carry on a_ similar ven- 
v.p.; Louis F. Werba, secretary-| ture this summer at the Royal Alex- 
treasurer; Joseph Grossman, business | andra, Toronto. Ernest Rawley, man- 
agent. Formerly there were two in| ager of the house,-was in New York 
the latter office. Only 200 out of 500; last week and set the deal under 
paid up members participated in the| which the two will be associated in 











balloting. the venture, 
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6 Bway Closings, With 2 More 
Due, Whittling List to 13 Shows 


-- 7 


The withdrawal of six shows Sat- 
urday (8), and the closing of at least 
two more this week, is shaking out 
Broadway's legit list somewhat earl- 
ier than anticipated as show busi- 
ness enters the summer period. Vio- 
lent decline in grosses is the reason, 
although one of the closings was a 
six-day date. Next week will see 
not more than 13 shows operating, 
same number as last season at this 
time. 

In no quarters is the drop in at- 
tendance blamed on the World’s 
Fair. Observers are agreed that the 
war, with the successive reverses 
suffered by the Allies, is mostly at- 
tributable to the slump. In addition, 
sudden turn to hot weather burt the 
boxoffices even more so. That was 
evidenced Monday (10) when it 
turned cool and attendance as much 
as $1,000 over the same night the 
week before. 

Hotel occupancy continues to be 
far under normal and, without visi- 
jors, theatre attendance must be 
affected. Betterment may be dated 
to start June 20, when the first of 
the numerous excursians are due to 
arrive. Managers are looking for 
better business this week, however, 
because of conventions, including 
14,000 doctors now in conclave. 


That Broadway could not support 
four musicals at $4.40 top at this 
time was indicated when it was de- 
cided to suspend ‘Higher and High- 
er, Shubert, Saturday (15) with re- 
sumption dated for Aug. 5. That 
musical took an operating loss last 
week, when the gross dived from 





‘Love’ Shows 66 Profit 


‘Love for Love,’ first performance 
by the Players Club in four years, 
was a financial success during its 
one-week engagement at the Hud- 


son, New York, which terminated 
Saturday (8). Takings for the date 
are estimated to have topped $14,000, 
approximated capacity being around 
$18,000. Gross included the sale of 
programs and flowers, net profit be- 
ing said to have topped $6,000. 

Major expense items were for cos- 
tumes, house rental, backstage crew 
and advertising costs. ‘Love’ is a 
costume comedy by Congreve, au- 
thorship dating back to the 17th 
century, 


Ticket Agencies Find 
Way to Hit Back At 
B.0.s; Shows Suffer 


Boxoffice relations with agencies 
underwent further changes during 
the season just completed, directly 
traceable to the ticket code, and 
showmen believe that the practices 
that have crept in are inimical to 
shows. Criticism mostly concerns the 
refusal of some treasurers to accept 


returns from the brokers, with the 
result that tickets for hits have been 














$22,000 to around $16,000. Manage- 


ment figures that July is the dullest | 


month for legiters and dates the re- 
sumption at a time when the me- 
tropolis should have many vacation- 
ist visitors. Other $4.40 attractions 


offered for sale on the pavement, 
save by those agency people who 
i elect to ‘eat’ the tickets and take a 
loss. 

Under the code’s regulations, the- 
atres allot tickets to the agencies, 





are ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Broad- 
way’s leader, ‘Du Barry Was a-Lady,’ 
and ‘Keep Off The Grass.’ Latter 
may move and cut the top. 


‘Higher’ was produced by Dwight | 


Deere Wiman. That manager _pas 
been fortunate with summer musicals 
heretofore. For three successive 
seasons he had the field to himself 
with ‘On Your Toes,’ ‘Babes in Arms’ 
and ‘I Married an Angel.’ 

Manager announced his intention 
of limiting the number of produc- 
tions seasonally to two shows, which 
was his quota during the season just 
passed. 


SHUMLIN, STRAWHAT 
OPS BATTLE ON ‘FOXES’ 








Despite a dispute over 
stock 
plans to present the drama in two 
Connecticut spots are progressing 
over the protests of Herman Shum- 
lin, who produced the play. Latter 
ordered the deals rescinded, but the 
summer stock men insist they will 
use ‘Foxes’ unless enjoined by court. 

Samuel F. French, who handles 
the stock and amateur rights, entered 
into summer deals with Nate Beers, 
who has a house in Stamford, and 
Milton Stiefel, who operates at 
Ivoryton. Each paid $250 for a 
week’s royalty and no attempt has 
been made to return the coin, ac- 
cording to the duo who made the 
deals. Beers’ contract with the 


French outfit stipulates July 8 as the | 


week he can use the play, Stiefel’s 
week approximating the middle of 
August. 

Shumlin put a stop on summer 
stock rights on the ground that the 
original cast, starring Tallulah 
Bankhead, would probably play ter- 
ritory in proximity to the rural show 
shops later. Miss Bankhead is said 
to have expressed the desire to limit 
appearances in ‘Foxes’ to herself 
during next season. 

Fraye Gilbert is slated for the 
lead in the Stamford showing, dated 
to be made in the Community Play- 
house, formerly the Women’s Club. 

Miss Bankhead will appear in the 
country playhouses in ‘The Second 
Mrs. Tanguery’; Grace George will 
go the rounds in ‘The School for 
Scandal’; Laurette Taylor will ap- 


summer | 
rights to ‘The Little Foxes,’ | 


latter having the privilege of making 
| full returns within a time limit. Al- 
lotments, called ‘regulars,’ have been 
| cut down, however, which forces the 
| agencies to obtain extras. Such tick- 
|ets are not returnable except at the 
discretion of the boxoffice, so that 
extras really constitute buys, which 
the code ruled out. 

In retaliation, the agency people 
‘stiff’ the regulars, holding back on 
selling the allotments and returning 
as many as possible, concentrating on 
the sale of extras in the meantime. 
Result is that the theatres and shows 
suffer, racks close to performance 
time containing more tickets than 
normal for favored shows. 

Effect of the practice was not felt 
until the recent slump period set in. 
| Managers then started to take notice 
|of the situation, and it is likely that 
| changes in code regulations will be 
| sought if the control system is used 
next season. 








‘Lyceum Deal Held Up 
By Realty Technicality 


Deal whereby Sam H. Harris, 
George S. Kaufman, Moss Hart and 
others would take over the Lyceum, 
N. Y., by purchase is still not com- 
pleted at latest reports, principal 
| reason being that the title has not 
| been cleared. It appears that city 
| authorities are holding back on that 





| point until certain structural changes | 


| are made, particularly to the front of 
| the theatre on 45th street. 


| Surveyors who measured the site 


| for more than a week recently dis- | 


|closed that the house encroached 
|upon the city line. Solution to that 


would be the removal of the front 


| wall, elaborately carved gray mar-, 
Cost of that change is estimated | 


ble. 
around $35,000 and the Harris group 
is not inclined to assume that ex- 
pense unless the Bowery Savings 
Bank participates. Changes and re- 
pairs inside the theatre call for con- 
siderable additional expense. 


have been obtained by Otto H. Diehl, 
who intends to turn the property 
lover to the Harris group. Price is 
$240,000. which is regarded as a 
{realty bargain. 








Bouncing the Bard 


Hollywood, June 11. 
‘The Merry Wives Swing It,’ musi- 
cal gtage version of the old Shake- 
speare play, opened Friday (7) at 
the E) Capitan theatre. 
Show is presented by Theatre Arts 
with a cast of 50. 


EQUITY LASHES 
STAGEHAND 
LEADERS 


Actors Equity tossed a back- 
handed slap at George E. Browne, 


Willie Bioff and other leaders of 
the International Alliance of Thea- 
trical Stage Employes yesterday 
(Tuesday). In a resolution welcom- 
ing the International Ladies Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union back into the 
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‘New Faces’ Wrinkling 

‘New Faces,’ a revue in which 
Leonard Sillman proposes to co-star 
Joe Cook and Patsy Kelly, is still in 
the doubtful category. Name players 
have received two weeks’ salary 
guarantee money, which was on de- 
posit with Equity, but no further 
coin has been put up. Each re- 
ceived $2,000, their contracts being 
said to stipulate $1,000 weekly guar- 
antee plus a percentage of the gross. 


Deal whereby the Shuberts may 











become interested was delayed 
through an indisposition of J. J. 
Further negotiations were slated 


early this week. 


Investigators Checking 
B’way Producers For 





-of the Legitimate Theatre 





AFL, the Equity council declared 
itself ‘solidly behind’ David Dubin- 
sky’s recent assertion that ‘racke- 
teers must be eliminated from the 
ranks of union labor.’ 

Although neither the original 
Dubinsky statement nor the Equity 
resolution referred to any union of- 
ficials by name, both declarations 
were regarded as aimed directly at 
the stagehands’ leaders, several of 
whom are under indictment, serving 
prison terms or have otherwise been 


Unemployment Taxes 





Investigators from Albany are 
checking up on New York State un- 
employment tax claims against pro- 
ducers of legit shows with the inten- 
tion of forcing payment. Quite a 
number of attractions presented -in 
the past three years failed to pay 
the levy and managers involved 
claimed they were not aware of the 
liability. The tax, however, is ap- 
plicable whether shows operate in 


publicly condemned. Westbrook 

Pegler, who has for months been | the state or elsewhere. 

waging a savage attack on thé A former manager checked up was 
IATSE in his syndicated column, | delinquent on the unemployment tax 


based on the salaries paid casts of 
three attractions. One played most 
of the season on Broadway, the 
others being in the flop class. He} 
claimed that the records of the lat- | 
ter two shows are missing and the} 
state proposes to levy on an esti- | 
mated payroll, tax being based on a| 
percentage of the salaries paid. | 

An extra levy will probably be, 
applied on next season’s productions, 
it being the federal tax calculated to 
help meet the national defense ex- 
penditures, A 10% tax on corpora- 
tions is proposed and most shows are 
incorporated. 


last week printed a vitriolic blast at 
William A. Green for the latter’s 
address supporting the IATSE at the 
latter’s convention. 

Although the Screen Actors Guild, 
Equity affiliate, waged a battle 
against Bioff last fall in the Los An- 
geles Central Labor council, yester- 
day’s action by Equity was the first 
flareup between the actor and stage- 
hand unions in the east since the 
settlement of their jurisdictional 
quarrel last summer. 

The Bernard J. Reis report on the 
proposed reorganization of the pa- 


(Continued on page 44) 


Crossleying the Critics 

















Anderson Seems the Toughest, Brown Next—Reap- 
praising the Boxscore 











Title to the Lyceum is supposed to: 


rather than his own jaundiced criti- 
cal eye. 

Of course the above figures have | 
little or no relation to the critics’ 


John Anderson, critic of the Jour- 
inal-American, rates as the toughest 
'of New York’s first-string daily re- 
| viewers, even surpassing in that re- 





skill in correctly gauging a show’s 
merits, but merely refer to the fre- | 
quency of their enthusiasm over the | 
full season. 


| gard John Mason Brown, of the 


| Pos ims tl softie. : . 
| Post, himself not exactly a Their ratings. es right | 


| During the season just closed, An- and wrong guessers, appearing in| 
| derson gave only 19 favorable| the Critics’ Box Score in last week’s | 
notices out of the 70 shows he re-| Variety, showed Lockridge as the! 
Pre : icker, with Coleman, Ander- 
| viewed, for a percentage of .271. best picker, man, : 

|Brown wrote approving verdicts son, Watts, Brown, Whipple, Atkin- 
‘for a mere 14 of the 51 presenta- | 5°”, Winchell and Mantle following 


| tions : -age of | in that order. 
korg he covered, for an averag Question ‘of the comparative 


toughness of the various critics— 
| , Compared to such sluggers as An-/ that is, their relative reluctance to 
derson and Brown, the other critics 
were pushovers. Walter Winchell,| heen a subject 
of the Mirror, favored nine of the | argument. 
24 productions he reviewed, 
percentage of 
Watts, Jr., 
liked 26 of 





of discussion and 
for a!rumblings of wholesale wrath at the 


of the Herald Tribune, | viewers. 
the 69 he saw, for 4) string 


follows a 
productions. 


That usually 
of unsuccessful 


to 25 of the 64 offerings he covered, | ends the mutterings. Then only the 
for .391; Richard Lockridge, of the | few backers, producers, playwrights 
Sun, enthused 29 times in 73 re-| and actors directly involved in the 
Views, for a percentage of .397;/ past flops continue to mumble dire 
|Brooks Atkinson, of the Times, | threats against the critics. 

favored 30 of the 70 entries he cov-| During one of the periods of wide-. 
'ered, for an average of .429, and) spread anti-critic sentiment several | 
| Burns Mantle approved 33 of the 64| years ago, Louis Sobol, Journal- | 


.516.  VARIETY’s combined 
|for a .378 average. derson replied several days 


_shows he caught, for a rating Of| American columnist, printed a state- | nounced 


critical | ment that Anderson was the ‘No. 1 8roup for ‘ ; 
An- . called the Ben Boyar Associates. Aim 


later of the group, which includes scenie 


Nat'l Playgoers Guild New Group 
With Plans for 1-Night Lesit Route 


Newest project designed to tour 
road shows in small stands has been 
formed under the corporate name of 
the National Playgoers Guild, head- 
quartered in Radio City. Venture 
is said to have Massachusetts financ- 
ing, and, as a starter, the route will 
be principally in New England ter- 
ritory. A season of 12 weeks, dated 
to begin some time in the fall, is the 
initial objective. Field men have 
been sent out to make contracts in 
the string of one-nighters. 


Hal Olver heads the group which 
formed the Guild. Last season he 
toured back of one of the shows 
Corp., 
which appears to be defunct after 
going heavily in the red. The expe- 
rience of the LTC demonstrated 
clearly that subscription dates were 
successful, whereas percentage 
bookings invariably lost money. It 
was also discerned that too much ter- 


|Titory was covered, involving high 
| transportation costs. 


Guild figures that two or three 
years will be required before the 
plan is in complete form, it being 
expected that ultimately there will | 
be 24 weeks of playing time, with 
that many legiters used. New outfit 
is not a producing company, but 
more in the guise of a booking ex- 
change. It offers a variation of the 
subscription idea, principal feature 
being the ‘absolute’ guarantee to 
producers and local theatre manage- 
ments against loss. 


Local Guilds 

Local guilds are to be formed, they 
to deposit in banks an ‘underwriting 
fund.’ While no profits are guaran- 
teed either attractions or theatres, 
both would be insured against losses. 
Shows and theatres will pay a book- 
ing fee, from which the New York 
end will maintain itself and refund 
the money locally raised, such pay- 
ments being referred to as replace- 
ment dividends. It is estimated that 
eventually local investors will be re- 
paid in full and the replacement pay- 
ments will entirely make up the un- 
derwriting fund. 


Stated that 140 stands will be rated 
as. class A, which will play one night 
weekly, while 40 towns of class B 
rating will get two performances 
monthly. Guild is to have authority 
to approve or decline the plays aim- 
ing to play the new ‘time,’ also pass- 
ing on casts, productions and come 
pany personnel. Explained that in 
this manner a standard of presenta- 
tion can be maintained. 


For the firsa season four produc- 


| tions will be offered—one comedy, 


one musical and two dramas. Tickets 
will be sold on a series basis, with a 
reduction to block-buyers. Attrac- 
tions which have been tried out or 
made favorable showings on Broad- 
way or key cities will be considered. 
There'll be standard percentage 
terms, but instead of contracts with 


| each play-date, one contract covering 


the route will be made between the 
producer and guild booking office. 
Straight plays will have a top of 


$2.20, musical scale being $2.75. 


No Competish to CBS 
The plan will evidently not com- 


give favorable reviews—has always pete with that of Columbia Broad- 
: casting 
Occasionally there ar€| which offers complete financing of 


ci her . productions and a guaranteed gross. 
.375, while Richard | ajjeged ‘destructiveness’ of the re- The CBS plan covers a flock of 


smaller communities which 


System's artists bureau, 


it has 


| ; en . under contré ital: . 
rating of 371. Sidney B. Whipple, | However, the arrival of a few hits certs. contract for recitals and eon 


of the World-Telegram, gave the nod| and the resulting raves invariably | next 


As outlined, CBS will start N 
season with a route of one- 


inighters in virgin territory, goal be- 
ing 35 weeks. American Theatre So- 
ciety is also active in working up a 
season in small stands, along sub- 
| scription 


lines originated by the 


Theatre Guild. 


the weekend it was an- 
that a new production 
legit had been formed, 


Over 


| Robert Coleman, the Mirror's al-, with a facetious column disclaiming artists and costumers, is to produce 


ternate 


(with Winchell) reviewer,! the distinction, but confessing that and help finance shows of other pro- 


gave good notices to a meagre nine; he owned a pair of galoshes that|ducers. Contended that by coordi- 
|of 49 shows he covered, for a figure! used to lie on the floor under his nation the hazards of production will 


of .184, but he is not included in the 


seat and moan piteously during ter- | be limited. 


In the group’ are Ben 





pear in ‘Outward Bound’; Florence 
- Reed in ‘Criminal-at-Large’ and Ed- 
ward Everett dorton will repeat in | 
‘Springtime for Henry.’ 





3 ' 
angster Pla 
Kosloff’s Gang y above comparisons for several rea-|rible plays. Boyar, formerly with Max Gordon; 
Hollywood, June 11. | cons. For one thing, Winchell cov- | Most of the critics have claimed at| Max A. Cohen, who operates the 
_. Road company is being assembled | ers most of the more important | various times that their wives seem New Amsterdam, N.Y.,. and is a 
pee by Maurice Kosloff for his stage ‘openings. Also, as Winchell gen-|to have a sixth sense that enables leading indie film exhibitor; T. B. 
production, Land of Honey,” a erally picks the more promising pro-, them to recognize bad shows in ad- McDonald; Mac and Henry Weiss; 
Cole Porter motoring through | gangster yarn written by John B. ductions to review, Coleman tends | vance. In such cases, the reviewers Emil Friedlander; Rudolf Adler and 
; Canada enroute to Hollywood. Head- | Hymer. ,to get the sluff-off shows, so his un-| assert, their wives stay home, leav- Max Geoly, all 








the latter being 


} ing for Vancouver, thence down | Piece opens in Santa Barbara in favorable notices reflect the poorer|ing them to carry out their doleful identified with costume and scenic 
: Coast, i} three weeks, with 2 tour to follow. quality of the offerings he catches, | playgoing unassisted. studios. 
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Younger Generation’s Modern Ideas 
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Point to Extinction of Yiddish Legit 





It is fairly well known that the 
Viddish theatre is on its way out, 
in America, but, because of the para- 
doxical condition whereby some fac- 
tors get coin out of a losing business, 


Basically, however, Yiddish 
dramas and musicals cannot con- 
tinue for long because the younger 
generation no longer tares to attend 
guch presentations. They under- 
stand the language well enough, but 
regard the shows as out-moded. 
Occasionally a play like ‘Yoshe 
Kalb’ or ‘Brothers Ashkenazi’ comes 


Yiddish show shops depend almost 
entirely on benefits, direct boxoffice 
gales having diminished close to the 
vanishing point. There are three 
legit houses on Second avenue 
downtown and one Yiddish vaude- 
ville theatre with a 12-act bill, top 
being 35 cents. So far as the box- 
Office is concerned, the drama houses 
cannot compete with that admission 
scale. 

Benefits for next season are al- 
ready being scheduled. Instead of 
organizations and institutions asking 
for money directly, tickets are sent 


patrons paying other installments 
when the season opens. Many so- 
‘ealled ‘benefits are crowded in be- 
tween the opening of the season and 
the arrival of the Jewish holidays, 
after which there is a hiatus and 
the troubles of the managers pile up. 


Salaries Dwindle 


Result is that retrenchment fol- 
lows. Actors salaries are cut 25%, 
then 50% and eventually they get 
nothing. Yiddish theatre unions, 
which forced the most severe regu- 
lations on the manager, can do 
nothing about it. Shows continue 
to operate on the chance that there 
will be something earned for the ac- 
tors and other theatre employees. 
Stated that 15 weeks is now the 
average legit actors’ season’s en- 
gagement. Unions refrain from 
agitating for the very good reason 
that members are not equipped for 
any other employment. 


The benefit system as applied to 
one of the leading Yiddish theatres 
is cited as an example. Around 120,- 
000 benefit tickets are disposed of. 
The ‘gross’ from such a sale would 
approximate $400,000 if sold at the 
boxoffice prices. As the season 
waned recently, it was estimated 
that the theatre was in the red for 
$30,000, but how that loss was sus- 
tained there is no clear indication. 


completed by 


————— _ NT 


been 








Maurice 


{Schwartz at the Yiddish Art Thea- 
'tre, originally Jolson’s, and is said 
to have ended in the red. Schwartz, 
the leader in his field has announced 
moving back to the Second 





| Play on Broadway 








WALK WITH MUSIC 


Musical comedy in two acts, eight scenes, 
presented by Ruth Selwyn and the Shuberts 
at the Fthel Barrymore, N. Y., June 4, °40; 


music, Hoagy Carmichael; staged by R. H. 
Burnside; dances, Anton Dolin and Herbert 
Harper; costumes, Tommy Lee; settings, 
Watson Barratt; features Mitzi Green, 
Kitty Carlisle, Jack Whiting, Betty Law- 
ford, Stepin Fetchit. 

Cast: Mitzi Green, Kitty Carlisle, Betty 
Lawford, Jack Whiting, Stepin Fetchit, 
Frances Williams, Art Jarrett, Marty May, 
Alice Dudley and Kenneth Bostock. The 
Modernaires (4), Ted Gary, Barrie 
O’Daniels, Lee Sullivan, William Castle, 





Ruth Selwyn and the Shuberts 
toured this show last winter as 
‘Three After Three’ with Simone 
Simon starred. There were too 
many duds and the show was pulled 
for revisions. Mlle. Simon, Mary 
Brian and Earl Oxford were dropped 


unchanged ,however, is the material 
in the Cinderella book, and this is 
too bad for any amount of cast 
changes to overcome. There’s little 
chance for this bird to last through 
June on Broadway, much less until 
Thanksgiving. 

There has been one other cast 
change in the interim between the 
hinterlands and Times S~uare, the 
substitution of the Modernaires, 
male quartet formerly with Paul 
Whiteman, for the Martins, but this 
is only minor. On the production 
end, the book was re-staged by R. H. 
Burnside, Edward Clarke Lilley 
having done the original job, and 
Anton Dolin and Herbert Harper 
are now Credited for the dances, for- 
merly Boots McKenna’s chore. Still 
eg Ry Watson Barratt’s set- 

, an ey are the show’ 
commendable items. pide 

The story has been made all-im- 
portant, with the result that erodue- 
tion and ensemble numbers are kept 
to a small scale. Femme chorus 
numbers 12, plus six chorus boys 
and six showgirls. At no time, howe 
ever, do they exhibit anything dis- 
tinguished in the way of dancing or 
costuming. Which puts the burden 
on the principals and their material. 

Most of it is corny comedy to fit 
the Situation of three poor country- 
girl sisters pooling their resources 
so that one of them can snare a rich 
husband, Tenor Art Jarrett is the 
prey; Jack Whiting is his ne’er-do- 
well friend, and Marty May, a road 


+ 


doing his usual bouncing juvenile 
job, while May is bouncing around 











“KEEP OFF THE GRASS” 














too much in the vaudeville manner. 
Jarrett is fair enough as the shy 
millionaire who can’t make up his 
| mind whether all girls are merce- 
| nary. 


| At the opening, the chorus girls 
|; and boys sing a little ditty telling 
| the audience that the show is not 
going to worry too much about smut. 
It doesn’t; nor.is its blueness clever. 
| Another retarding factor is the all- 
| around slowness of the book. There 
| are only two pickups in the pace, 
| one of them a dance routine by Ted 
| Gary and Miss Green ,and the sec- 
| ond a funny jitterbug interpretation 
| of the minuet by Alice Dudley and 
Kenneth Bostock. Latter came late 

















| Play Out of Town 


SIXTH FLOOR 


Hollywood, June 3. 

Drama in three acts, nine svenes; Enge- 
lish version by Clifford Allan from French 
play by Alfred Geri; presented by Holly- 
wood Group Theatre; staged by Kurt 
Robitschek; associate director, Ilphigenie 
Castiglioni; single set by ‘thomas Fox; 
song, ‘I Keep on Caring,’ by Doris Mayer, 
music by Lou Haimy; at the Troupers 
Theatre, June 3, '40. 











Moody, George Pettit. 





First production by the Holly- 
wood Group Theatre, under guid- 
ance of Kurt Robitschek, made an 
unassuming bow at the Troupers 
theatre. Fault is chiefly lack of 
talent among large cast that clut- 
tered up a small stage, plus a gen- 
erous amount of confusion and 


advertised as having had successful 
runs in Paris and London and is 
still capable of presenting an eve- 
ning’s entertainment of the lighter 
variety under steadier staging. and 
casting. 

Cozy sixth floor of a Paris (Mont- 
marte district) apartment house and 
its tenants furnish pivot for plot's 
spotlighting of the various char- 
acters. Vacancy across the hall from 
sheltered young girl living with her 
bookkeeper - melodrama writer 
father, is rented by a gay Lothario. 
Latter immediately starts a love 
campaign among femme tenants, and 
successful, too, but when he gets 
around to the innocent maiden, 


ends up by marrying a faithful 
suitor. 

Spotted through the drama are 
some good comedy characters, only 
two of which are sutcessfully por- 
trayed. Sig Arno milks plenty of 
laughs as a slaphappy sponger and 
would-be artist. Ann Lee also 
works in some laughs as an ogler 
of the males. Robin Deval is a sexy 
decoration. 

Best of the cast is its femme lead, 
Judith Allen, of pictures, who car- 
ries plenty of the load as the girl 
whose one night of love turns into 
near tragedy. Joel Ashley, the Don 
Juan, wouldn’t get far in real life 
with his technique and his stage 
talent needs plenty of polishing. 
John Bainbridge is better as the 
silently suffering faithful suitor and 
Jerome Sheldon does well with the 
father role. 


ALL N.Y. BROKERS NOW 
BOUND BY TICKET CODE 


All active ticket brokers in New 
York are now signatory to the code. 
Acme agency, which fought the ticket 
control system for the past two “‘sea- 
sons, was given the nod to join up 
last week by the board of the League 
of New York Theatres. During a dis- 








the new state law covers tickets of 
admission for all amusements and 
sports and pegs the maximum charge 
over the boxoffice price at 75c. 





Equity Lashes 


Continued trom page 43 











rent union, the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America, was re- 
ceived by the Equity council yester- 
day and turned over to the commit- 
tee on economy and efficiency. Reis, 
the accountant for the Four A’s, was 
delegated to draft a plan of reor- 
ganization several months ago after 





hearsal. 


attraction. 


Percy Waram. 
stories carried and photographs. 


an operating profit was registered. 


of ‘Purchase’. 
revealed. 


in 30 weeks (241 performances). 


In an interview written by Ward Morehouse for the Sun, N. Y., Friday 
(7), Dwight Deere Wiman spoke his mind about critics, when he generally 
classified as a ‘bored lot of armchair writers,’ exempting only two re- 
viewers, Walter Winchell, Mirror, and Robert Benchley, New Yorker. 
Saying that he never attacked the critics, the producer figures that if ‘the 
boys hate a particular show let them do it with gay gusto and not with 
lackadaisical dismissal and flatulent boredom. I’m friendly with them all, 
but I wish somebody would put cactus in their pants’, 


Wiman was particularly annoyed with the critics’ handling of ‘There 


here will again be eight or nine the-| avenue, where he originally scored. Cast: Judith Alien, Joel Ashley, John | Shall Be No Night’ (Alvin) which he did not produce. Though the notices 
te with the same ta operating | Formerly Chicago, Philadelphia and Mildred “Harrie, AnD a ogg Pend PF ang were favorable on the whole, he declared: ‘I was bewildered, simply be- 
in Manhattan, Bronx and Brooklyn | Boston supported Yiddish theatres, | Fred Devénney, Kobin Deval, | Margrit wildered, by the mentality of New York’s armchair writers. ... I read 
next season. but there are none out of town now. | Wyler, pan iy ay the comment of a pallid, gutless lot of men. ... 1 think it takes rather an 


inferior intelligence not to appreciate this beautiful play.’ He rated ‘Night’ 
as the ‘greatest play written by an American in 20 years’. 





Alex A. Aarons is out of ‘Hold On to Your Hats,’ the many-titled Al 
Jolson musical, latest label of which is ‘Wha-Hoo’, 
formerly teamed with Vinton Freedley, came from the Coast last fall and 
he was mentioned frequently in connection with ‘Hats’ before Jolson ac- 
quired the rights to the book and score. 
work on the show, Aarons received $2,500. 


Showman, who was 


In payment for his preliminary 


along that draws profitably for a) ?) 3 ymore, N- X.. June 4. '40; | noise that tried to pass as action un-| Georgie Hale, who was to have been associated with Aarons in ‘Hats,’ | 
time, but the second generation pre- adaptation, Guy Bolten, Parke Levy and | 2er sloppy a Play | b ayy = remains in the managerial set-up, having about 20%. Most of the produc- 
ters more modern stage diversion. | Alan Lipscott; lyrics, Johnny Mercer; | inclined towards the sexy side, 1S/ tion money is Jolson’s, however, it being understood that the musical 


will cost around $90,000. Lee Shubert, who was supposed to be in on the 
Jolson musical, has not been mentioned since the show went into re- 





A brochure bound in velum and referred to as an album of ‘Life With 
Father’ has been sent to New York and Chicago newspaper people with 
the compliments of Oscar Serlin, who produced the play—his first man- 
agerial effort. Booklet was compiled by Gerald Goode, press agent for the 


The album combines the New York and Chicago companies, respectively 
headed by Howard Lindsay with Dorothy Stickney and Lillian Gish with 
Because of that there are some duplications both as to 
Clarence Day, upon whose humorous 
stories about his father the play by Howard Lindsay and Russel (Buck) 
Crouse is based, is fully credited. Around 350 booklets were printed, 





out at a cut, without mention of| from principal roles, and Kitty Car- "| cost approximating $2 each, Name of each recipient is stamped into the 
“what attraction is to be played. Part ot, Betty Lawford and Jack roomate & 7 me 5 = * sedi cover, ° 
payment is due on receipt, with| Whiting substituted. Apparently | trayed maiden tries suicide and she 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Broadway’s new top grosser at the Imperial, ts 
presented by Buddy (B. G.) De Sylva, but Irving Berlin, who composed 
the score, is in on the show 50-50. The bankroll for production was 
$100,000. Prior to the musical’s opening in N. Y. around $90,000 was ex- 
pended, but the show’s out-of-town business was so uniformly strong that 


Billy Seeman, hubby of Phyllis Haver, has the only known outside piece 
DeSylva sold him 1%, strictly as a gag. Price hasn't been 





‘Life With Father,’ at the Empire, N. Y., was unintentionally omitted 
from the list of top boxoffice shows of 1939-40 in last week’s Variety. 
Comedy should have been seventh on the list, with a total gross of $564,500 
It is the only one of the season’s entries 
that has maintained capacity houses at all performances. 





Latest publication concerning the stage is the Critics Theatre Reviews, 
which is printed in Passaic, N. J., but has offices in New York. Paper re- 
prints the notices of drama critics and is designed for distribution to col- 
leges, libraries, little theatres and magazines. 

Richard P. Coffin heads the outfit, which recently incorporated. 








Strawhat Review 








MOON OVER MARS 


Comedy-drama in prolog and three acts 
two scenes by Dane Lussler, starring 
Diana Barrymore. Staged and directed by 
Maryverne Jones; setting designed and ex- 
ecuted by Walter Tupper Jones. Presented 
by the Starlight Players at the Starlight 
theatre, Pawling, N. Y., June 10, ‘40, for 





As the first new play to be done 
in the barns this season, ‘Moon Over 
Mars’ augurs no good for the moo- 
moo circuit. For the most part, it is 
poorly planned, poorly written and 
poorly played. In addition, it af- 
fords Diana Barrymore the unhap- 
py opportunity of proving that act- 
ing ability is not necessarily heredi- 
tary. For, although John’s daughter 
is a fourth-generation Barrymore, 
she simply doesn’t have the spark 
as yet essential to a good per- 
formance. 

The action revolves about the 
Fenwickes, a family of actors, of 
which the daughter, Gloria (Diana 
Barrymore), is a film starlet. Her 
brother, Clifford (Will Henry), is a 


ILGWU Has No Definite 
Plans; Giving Up Windsor 


Production plans of Labor Stage, 
entertainment arm of the Interna- 
tional Ladies Garment Workers 
union, whose ‘Pins and Needles’ 
ends an engagement of more than 





being made are satisfactory. 


‘Pins’ has played the Windsor, N.Y., 
for the past year under a rental of 
$25,000 for the term, that money be- 
ing paid to the estate of Joe Le- 
blang. House will revert to the es- 
tate. Latter leased the house, for- 
merly the 48th Street, to Sam H. 
Grisman about two years ago, but 
he gave up the tenancy along with 
other theatres and is presently in- 
active. 





who stole the money in the first 
place, arrive and demand a cut from 
Jones. Archie, a theatrical agent, 
overhears the hoodlums threaten- 
ing Anthony, but decides it is all 


: LAYTON in the dull proceedin ; a joint committee representing the disappointed thespian temporarily | part of an act and offers to book 
Mgt.: LOU C night, but aa a a fficien ity to te various unions failed to make} turned author, with a penchant for|both crooks into pictures. The 
— up the show. progress. inviting strange young men to his | money finally is recovered from a 





GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
® 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 


There’s little in the Hoagy Car- 
/michael-Johnny Mercer score to in- 
dicate much .in the way of commer- 

cial possibilities. ‘Ooh, What You 
| Said’ (by Miss Green) is on the 
rhythm side ,while ‘Everything Hap- 
pens to Me,” sung by Miss Williams, 
is on the dirty side. ‘Wait Till You 
| See Me in the Morning’ anc ‘How 
| Nice for Me,’ among others, are de- 
_livered by Miss Carlisle, Jarrett and 
| Whiting. None of the numbers is 
| inspirational. 

There was strong evidence open- 
| ing night that certain members of 
' the cast, or the producers, or both, 
had staunch friends in the audience. 
The prolonged applause for even the 
most mediocre business smelled too 














phoney. Scho. 





Legit Followup 


‘The Male Animal,’ currently in its 
23d week at the Cort, N. Y., holds 
up as one of the solid laugh shows 
of the season. Performance as a 
whole has lost its edge, with most 
members of the cast now obviously 
pounding the comedy, but Elliott 











to have retained the crispness of his 
playing. Running gag about the 
‘Statue of Liberty play’ seems to 





have grown evén punrchier. Hobe. 


Nugent, star and co-author, appears | 


home as collaborators on_ stories 
which somehow never materialize. 

With two parisitic ‘collaborators’ 
already established in the Fenwicke’s 
Beverly Hills home, Clifford picks 
up Anthorny Jones, a young lad 
from Butte, Montana, with a suit- 
case full of plots. It develops, how- 
ever, that instead of stories, Jones’ 
bag actually contains the $20,000 re- 
ceipts of a theatrical benefit which 
had been stolen bv three weird 
characters who gave him a lift in 
their car. 

Jones tries ineffectually to ex- 
plain his discovery to Gloria, but 
such is the general confusion at the 
Fenwicke’s that the money has dis- 





rr to listen to his tale. 
At this point, Duke and Scoogey, 





| appeared by the time he can find | 


light-fingered houseguest and, love 
having bloomed for Gloria and 
Anthony, all ends happily—for the 
cast, at least. . 

Edith King steals the acting hon- 
ors as the mother in a Mary Bolan- 
dish role, and June Havoc lends a 
light lift as Clifford’s sirenish ex- 
wife. Will Henry overacts the part 
of Clifford, and Georgia Harvey turns 
in a poor performance as the Negro 
maid, with a phony dialect and 
streaky make-up. 

The setting, a two-floor interior, 
places all of the women at a dis- 
advantage, as it forces them to walk 
down a rather steep stairway fac- 
ing the audience, 

Less than 40 persons. braved a 
cold drizzle to attend the opener. 

’ Gilb, 





: nly. J , | 

Those who are familiar with the pert d of Jack Benny in vaude, is | cussion on Acme’s eligibility, it was type CT Myrla Bratton she ger ong half y iy ns got 
Yiddish theatre benefit system say | sisters are oh ge ge a pointed out that Acme’s court at- | F:ogey--+-+-+- areeeetetorernn aman Sire week, are not definite other 
that it could have made a success | lisle and Betty Lawford, with Stepin tempt to defeat the code had the] Venice........... seceeeee--Georgia Harvey than touring the revue. New num- 
out of ‘Morning Star,’ an English | Fetchit acting very tir ae tn é trina financial support of some and the ever tre=--rsprreseteoRagee ame bers have been inserted in the show 
play with a Jewish star (Molly|the audience as their lazy hired | moral backing of other ticket men. | Jacques.....:,.++++ frente fale: George Spelvin | frequently, one going in as late as 
Picon), had the attraction been pre- hand, Committee of brokers appointed to | Herbert...... ssseeeeeees William Leighton last week. Explained that changes 
sented earlier in the season. Show| Of the principals, Miss Green and | test the legality of the Mitchell law | Glory.01.112......00Lbiana Barrymore | #1 the European situation made it 
closed at the Longacre, a Broadway Frances Williams stand out. Be-|has not yet decided on counsel to | Leona Fenwicke....ssssssse++s- Edith King | necessary to insert fresh material. 
house. sides giving the best performances | handle anticipated action. Code per- , ~~ cpemppanaenesensened ye Outfit has a drama, ‘Altgeld of Il- 

A season uptown, too, has just eee mg id a oer hiee a tains to legit attractions only, while | Airport Billy .23.27727777727J.8i Hardesty | linois,’ for presentation if revisions 
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amon Novarro back from Europe. 
— Campbell, Actors Fund 
gecretary, due out of hospital this 





k. 
“Ben Atwell, press agent for the 
Ben Boyar Associates, new legit 
group. alta (Pies 

Jimmy O'Neill, abed after slipping 
on waxed floor, aims to circulate this 


eek. 

w Eddie and Alice Quigley Cooke | 
celebrated 2ist anniversary Sun- 
day (9). 

Dorothy Parker and Alan Camp- 
bell will summer at the New Hope, 
Pa., farm. J ; 

Sam Goldwyn’s bylined piece on 
the evils of dualism runs in Sateve- 
post July 13. : 

Matt Kelly, the agent, is now a 
Justice of the Peace in Putnam 

ounty, N. Y. 
sig we lh Dietz planed west Monday 
to discuss new season pictures with 
Metro studio heads. - Loe, i 

Bill Norton, the Music Box kid, is 
horizontal again. This time it's 
sciatica in the left kick. 

Phillips & Nizer law firm now 
Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin & Krim, 
taking in two junior partners. 

Louis Bromberg designed the ef- 
fective settings of ‘Russian Bank,’ 
which played the St. James, since 
closed. 

Abe Cohen, company manager of 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden, 
switched to Louisville to handle out- | 
door operetta season. 

The John Ringling Norths (Ger- 
maine Aussey ,the French film-stage 
star) back in N. Y. after a Florida 
and Havana honeymoon. 

National Father’s Day (next Sun- 
day) named Harry Carey the picture 
divisign’s representative as the ‘ideal 
type of American father.’ 

Herman Citron, after a week in 
the Hospital of Joint Diseases fol- 
lowing a minor operation, got his 
release yesterday (Tuesday ). 

RKO’s annual outing on Bear 
Mountain held Monday (10) re- 
peated again June 17 for employes 
unable to make trip the first date. 

Franz Koetzner, builder of theat- 
rical scenery and props, filed a vol- 
untary petition of bankruptcy, list- 
ing no assets and Nabilities of $4,374. 

Louis J. Allemann, of RKO’s road 
show exploitation crew, back from 
10 days touring with Anna Neagle 
on her personals. Femme now en 
route to Coast. 

Mary Brian went to New Orleans 
last week. Will remain there a few 
days, stop next for a short visit at 
her home in Texas, then to the Coast 
for indefinite stay. 

Femme _ counterpart of Paris’ 
famed Le Boueof sur le Toit (Bull 
on the Roof) is Spivy’s La Vac'.e sur 
le Toit (Cow on the Roof), which 
opens on East 57th June 18. 

Lawrence Tibbett making only 
two concert appearances this sum- 
mer, spending the rest of the time 
at his Wilton, Conn., place and in 
town. First vacation in six years. 

Entire ‘Keep Off the Grass’ cast 
will keep on the sand this weekend 
at Lido Beach hotel with a special 
Sunday night gala including Jimmy 
Durante, Ray Bolger, Jane Froman, 
Ilka Chase, et al. 

Sonny Kendis was short-changed, 
in his VARIETY ad last week, on the 
duration of his stay at the Stork 
Club before moving over to the 
Beachcomber. It was four years in- 
stead of four months. 

Jimmy Kelly ribbir.g Jimmy Du- 
rante at Belmont on Red Cross day. 
Sent two bottles of champagne to 
Schnozzle’s table with the compli- 
ments of Alfred Gwynre Vanderbilt. 
Alf wouldn’t know about that. 

Jack Forrester, French-American 
manager now in N. Y., cabled by 
Edmonde Guy, French actress, that 
she’s one of a number of profes- 
sionals who've left Paris for Biar- 
ritz, as a safer place for the duration. 

Joe Shea left Wednesday (5) for 


‘Pinocchio’ to Lord Wakehurst, gov- 
ernor of New South Wales. March 
of Time’s ‘Canada at War’ was also 
spotted at preview. 

Brian Lawrence bowed in as new 
dance leader at Romano’s, Sydney, 
one of the town’s topflight nite spots. 
Lawrence, a_ localite, 
after a London season. 

Sir Ben Fuller narrowly averted 
death in an auto smash while re- 
turning from Melbourne. Aubrey 
Scotto, Hollywood director, was also 
in same crash, but escaped with 
minor injuries. 

Nixing of coin taking from this 


| territory by overseas’ performers is 


hurting contemplated vaude and le- 
git bookings from U. S. Ruling by 
federal government is regarded as 
to drastic by stage operators. Local 
talent, however, look for 
breaks on nix angle. 

Deal between Metro and Hoyts for 
playing of ‘Gce<’ in latter's 3,000- 
seater Regent, “Melbourne, proved a 
big shock. It’s more than eight years 
since a Metro pic has played in any 
Hoyts house, and it was expected 
that Metro would deal with Greater 
Union on extra house spotting for 
‘Gone.’ 

Charles Chauvel will operate two 
local studios, Cinesound and Com- 


monwealth, for making ‘40,000 
Horsemen. Idea is to speed up 
production. Jack Percival has been 


placed in charge of exploitation. Pic, 
in which Hoyts hold financial inter- 
est, will, on completion, be released 
by Universal. 





Palestine 


By Harry Zinder 





Hurley Metcalf, of Life mag’s Lon- 
don office, now in Palestine doing a 
photographic essay for the mag. 

Artistic Aussie interrupted Hei- 
fetz’s film, ‘They Shall Have Music’ 
(U) in a Tel Aviv house by jump- 
ing onto the platform and giving an 
impromptu violin recital. 

Arthur Kay, London agent work- 
ing in Tel Aviv, returned to Jerusa- 
lem from England by air with a fist- 
full of newsreel and feature picture 
contracts. He says he'll be concen- 
trating on the troops. 


Sonia Tomara and Frank Gervasi 
led the special correspondents’ pa- 
rade, with Margaret Bourke-White 
and Walter Graebner in about the 
same time. Then came _ Richard 


ard. 


La Regence, the King David ho- 
tel’s swank snack bar in the base- 
ment of the hostelry, has put in a 
band. Used to have dancing once 
or twice a week. Now runs six 
nights a week and the locals are go- 
ing for it. 

With a lot of the night spots shut 
throughout the east because of the 
war jitters, Tel Aviv’s operators are 
getting the cream of the talent crop. 
They are coming in from Egypt, 
with the close of the season, Turkey 
and Syria. 

Another effort at local film pro- 
duction was culminated recently 
when a new company put on a Tel 
Aviv screen its first animated car- 
toon, all locally produced. It was 
in caricature form and traced the 


standing world personalities. 





Minneapoiis 


By Les Rees 





Rivian Banks of Republic off for 
California. 

Howard Greenstein added to Uni- 
versal booking department. 


J. Mealy, 82 years old, 


Monticello, Minn. 
Infant daughter of Harold Kaplan, 





Pittsburgh and will stop off at 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, St. Louis and 
Kansas City on special exploitation 
on ‘Westerner’ before going on to 


Ft. Worth where the world preem | 


will be held the end of June. 
j St. Clair McKelway’'s 
profile’ in The New Yorker on 
Walter Winchell, in four parts, is 
not the first time it was essayed. 
John O'Hara tackled it a couple of 
dant E 
idn he 
wanted. 

I. Robert Broder leaves for the 


think that was what 


Coast Friday (14) on several busi- | 
ness matters, one of ‘em being pos- | 


sible tieup between the Artists Rep- 
resentatives Assn., of N. Y.. and 
agents organizations in Chicago and 
Los Angeles. 





Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 





Iceland 
concerting for Australian Broadcast- 
ing Commission. 

Ken G. Hall, Cinesound producer, 
personaling over the Greater Union 
loop with unit's latest opus, ‘Dad 
Rudd, M. P.’ 

Covent Garden Ballet still box- 
Office click in Melbourne for Wil- 
liamson-Tait, with possibility of sea- 
son being extended. 

Wirth’s circus lookseeing the Syd- 
ney nabes before extended tour of 
Stix. Circus never lays off over cold 
span, and maintains $1.50 top. 

RKO gave a private screening of 


soon-due | 


but editor Harold Ross | 


St. Louis Park manager and its part 
owner, passed away. f 
| Esquire turned over special open- 


| War’ to Red Cross fund. 


Irving Gillman, Esquire theatre 
owner, well on road to recovery 
after serious but successful major 
| operation. 


| A. Selby Carr, Paramount office 
manager, dividing his first vacation 
in two years between northern Min- 
| nesota lakes and New York World's 


| Fair. 





Chesterfield 
ais from page 3 


| terfield wants to be in on them to a 
| generous degree. 

The problem facing General 
Amusement is to find a compromise. 
| Chesterfield won't permit any admis- 











, : . | ie 
soprano, Maria Markan, | sion to be charged to its broadcasts | Ronn 


, and theatre men playing Glenn Mil- 
|ler feel that they 


hugely attended free concerts before 
the mike. 

Chesterfield is indifferent to the 
| animosity of showmen who always 
-bellow when free shows are presented 
in opposition to paid ones. Situation 


came here | 


bigger | 


Mowrer, followed by Reynolds Pack- | 


life and loves of a number of out- | Atnerioan, veplacing eevetiey Deere, | MEW t0 Chicage. Walter Brennan— 


& | his 


ing night's receipts of ‘Women in | 


- | 


are entitled to | 
' protection against the competition of | 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Club Continental, nitery in Hotel 
| Jefferson, shuttered during sumuiner 
| season. 
Grand, combo 
' darkened while air conditioning is 
| installed. 

Former Mayor Henry W. Kiel, 
| prez of Municipal Theatre Assn., in 


| St. John’s hospital, readying for a 


| major operation. 


| Edward Murphy, first horn in St. | 


Louis symph orch, writes friends 
he’s batoning an orch for Ruth Page's 
| ballet erformances in Caracas, 
| Venezuela. 

| Celeste Wacker, nitery entertainer, 
' and Lynn King, former member of 
the St. Louis Cardinals, obtained a 
marriage license in Reno, according 
to info here. 


operated nitery in the now shuttered 
Brooklyn Club, are members of a 
syndicate operating the Club Royal, 
nitery near Belleville, Il. 

Charlie Goldman, manager of the 
Rivoli, downtown, will be campaign 
manager for Herman D. Olian, who 
is seeking Democratic nomination 
for the Circuit Court bench. 


in quadrangle at local Washington 
University. Herbert Weiskopf, 
Czech refugee conductor, batoned. 


operate Saturday night, Sunday 
afternoon and evening at the Fair- 
mount Jockey Club, across the river, 
during the racing seasons. Tag is 
Horseshoe Club. 

Vincent Price, playing Martin 
Gunther in ‘The American Way,’ 
current at Municipal Theatre Assn. 
Forest Park theatre, and Norris 
Houghton, art director for assn., 
principal speakers at luncheon 
tossed by Playgoers of St. Louis, Inc. 

Louis Lovato, prez of IATSE, 
Local No. B-1, representing film ex- 
change workers, also is serving as 
business manager following resigna- 
tion of Tom Canavan, who tossed up 
sponge to devote all his time to the 
rene Sound Service Supply 

oO. 

Gordon Carter, director of the 
Civic Theatre, strawhatter, has cast 
Vincent Vernon, Julian Luckett, 
Robert Schulman, Jack Weaver, 
Dorothy Remley, Alan Green, Tom 
Cowdery, Charles Reahl, Philip 
Gram, William Atwood, A. W. Saw- 
|yer, John Todd, Jr., and Jean 
Drewett for ‘See My Lawyer,” which 
opens season July 2. 











Chicago 





Virginia Verrill has 
locally. 

Garry Moore has bought a house 
in Glencoe. 

Max Landau and Mike Levy have 
joined agency forces. 

Alec Templeton, blind pianist, 
taking dancing lessons. 


a fan club 





| opened a public relations office. 
Charles Cottle back in Loop, as 
| State-Lake manager, as Bill Holden 


as the Chicago’s manager. 
Lucia Perrigo becomes 


pic re- 
viewer and columnist for Herald and 
who resigned to join Balaban 
Katz press department. 
Balaban & Katz execs 
farewell spread for Roy Bruder, who 
resigned as manager of the Chicago 
to operate recreation emporium with 
Johnny Perkins in East St. Louis. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





oldest | 
active exhibitor in territory, died at | 





Benny Meroff left town with a 
; Sax replacement, Vic Tomei, a local 
lad. 

Milton Golden, son of the exhib, 
now assistant manager for WB at 
Schenley. 

It’s a girl, their second child, at 
the Milt Braumans. Pop’s a Metro 
salesman. 

Ringling-Barnum show had the 
biggest two days it’s ever had here 
last week. 

Jack Williams has 


joined Billy 


Yates’ band at Grey Wolf Tavern 
near Sharon, Pa. 
| Veteran projectionist James lL. 


Gilliland, an IATSE member for 25 
years, died few days ago. 

Lela Moore home for vacation 
after finishing her role in Par’s 
‘Night at Ear) Carroll's.’ 

Dorothy Scott off for Princeton, 
,N. J., to serve on biz staff of Mc- 
Carter theatre for summer. 

Barbara Bush has quit Will Os- 
| borne’s orch to marry her home- 
| town sweetheart from Hartford. 
| Bob McCandless has_ succeeded 
| LaVelle as first trumpet 
| player with Maurice Spitalny cut- 
fit. 

Norma Shea going to Reading, Pa., 
next month to appear in Charlie 
Gaynor’s revue at Green Hills Play- 
| house. 
| Attorney Jacques LeVine pulling 
'out for the Coast to join his wife, 
'film adapter Aleen Leslie (Wet- 
stein). 


| Johnny Harris and Jimmy Balmer | 





recalls case of Guy Lombardo’s tour |back from Oklahoma City where 
for Esso seven years ago when the- | they installed a new Variety Club 
| atres threatened to play ball with! chapter. 

| rival products in retaliation. | Dancer 


Doris Dupont held for 


talker-burlesk, | 


Tom Berry and Sam Magin, who | 


Swell turnout for first concert of | 
Little Symphony's al fresco season 'County General Hospital sponsoring | 


Jack Langer has opened nitery to | each. 


A. K. Stiles and John Shahen have | 
| switched across street to take over | ig keep her date at the Savoy-Plaza, 


Y. Mike Jacobs zipped out to} 


tossed a | old boy—sailed back to Los Angeles | 


cate writer. 


| third week at Yacht Club and goes 
|} from here to Washington for thea- 
| tre date. 


| Harold Richman has taken over | 


Eddie Fields’ agency and rechrist- 
' ened 
| Pittsburgh. 


ory with set of matched Bobby 
Jones clubs on his departure for 
New York. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By Jehn Bartholomew 





Ben Eaton's band set for summer 
in grill room of Buckwood Inn, 
_Shawnee-on-Delaware, Pa. 


| The Buck Hill Musie Club will | 


; Sponsor a series of 24 summer con- 

certs by the Philadelphia Trio at 
The Inn. Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 
|Seouts of this county, in which he 
| makes his summer home. 
| ports a patrol in Tyrone, Pa., his 

birthplace. 
| Buck Hill Players appointed Louis | 
| D. Day, Jr., of Summit, N. J.. as busi- | 
|ness manager. Clifford Goldsmith's | 
| What a Life’ scheduled for opening 
| production. 


the Shawnee summer theatre. Sub- , 
scription tickets at $1 entitle holders | 
|to unlimited number of seats at 40c , 


| 





Airlines 


| } Continued from page 2 








| battered ears set up a terrific wind 
resisiance. 
Interruption 
| As choice a piece of pure con- 


| 


curred the other afternoon. Moya 
United gate. 
she was waiting for Lola Buckelew, 
of Buckeye, Ariz., who had beef 
chosen Cotton Queen of Arizona. 
Seems she was to be the guest of 
Olsen and Johnson for a week in 
| New York because her liitle cow- 
|town in the west is the scene of an 
|annual festival from which ‘Hellza- 
|poppin’ ideas grew. The Queen 
| failed to arrive on the 2:43 p.m. ship, 





it Associated Orchestras of | 


KDKA staff gifted Sherman Greg- | 


Fred Waring made donation to Boy; Bruce Cabot settled $40,000 traf- 


' fic accident suits for $4,500. 
He sup- | 


Anna Logan Society of the Monroe | to 


fusion as you'd ever want to see oc- | 


Olsen, daughter of Ole, was at the | 
Flanked by the press, | 


Hollywood 


George Fitzmaurice gravely ji. 
Tito Schipa filed suit for divorce. 
George Hackathorne seriously ill 
Judy Canova to Honciulu on vaca- 
| tion. 
Jean Bosquet to hospital for sure 
gery. 
Desi 
home. 
Glenn Hunter making a 
at films. 
Charles Buckley 
business. 
| William Dover joined Feldman- 
, Blum agency. 
| Ha Rhodes filed suit for divorce 
: from Arthur Lyons. 
| Cesar Romero laid up with fiu 
while ‘Cisco Kid’ waits. 


Arnaz leased a Hollywood 
new try 


to Denver on 


i Gregory Ratoff celebrated his 27th 


‘anniversary as an actor. 


Lew Ayres back from a month's 
vacation in South America. 

George Bagnall re-elected prexy 
of the Paramount Studio club. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., and Myrna 
Loy back from eastern vacation. 

Paulette Goddard leaves July 1 for 
Cape Cod, Mass., to open strawhat 


ur. 

Jose Iturbi taking screen tests at 
James Roosevelt’s studio, intent on 
thesping. 

Betty Jaynes obtained releas2 from 


‘ her Metro contract which had four 
‘years to go. 


William Wyler hops off for e 
three-month vacation after ‘The Let- 
ter’ is posted. 

| Nazimova reported for work in 


i ‘Escape’ at Metro, her first screen 


role in 15 years, 

Jerry Hoffman moved out of 
'Metro’s shorts department to do 
freelance writing. 

Eddie Bracken in from Broadway 
| to play his stage role in George Ab- 
bott’s ‘Too Many Girls’ at RKO. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Dovlens 








Fritz Reiner at Weston: 

Edna Woolman Chase 
here. 

Silvermine artists plan war relief 
benefit June 21. 

Ringling’ Brothers. at 
| Bridgeport June 20. 


locating 


nearby 


‘but Gov. Leverett Saltonstall of! Auriol Lee visiting the Justin 
|Massachusetts did. Reporters got: Sturms. Ditto Walter Huston. 

| halfway through the first question John (N. Y. Daily News) and 
‘for the Gov. when the airport siren Georgia Chapman off for Holly- 


shrieked the crash alarm, and like 
|rabbits seeing hounds, away they 
i went on the heels of airport officials 
who had greeted the Governor. 

W. K. Vanderbilt's 10-passenger 


‘amphibian had swirled through a} 


‘tight little ground loop when one of 
ithe landing wheels gave way. No 
‘one hurt. But the interviews with 
'Governor Saltonstall 
Queen Lola were kerflop. 
Provocatively veiled, Hildegarde 
flew up to Hartford one afternoon, 
isang at a dinner of insurance com- 
| pany headmen and flew back again 


| N. 
| Detroit. 


face’ puzzling spectators who | 


looked for a toothless, mustachioed 


| with his wife. Phyllis Brooks went | 
ithe same route. George Washington | 
| Hill took Canadian Colonial to| 
|Montreal for a fishing trip, glad- | 
'handing inquirers who wanted to 
know about the tobacco situation, 
and telling nothing. | 
Peep-Show 

Keen-eyed pilots brought their 
ships in a-wobbly early one after- 
noon. Opposite the Aviation Ter- 
race Restaurant, and from their 
height of less than 100 feet off the 
ground they could peep in the large 


and Cotton | 


wood. 
| Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 
observed their second wedding an- 
, niversary. 

Arthur Richman here. Also Ben- 
| nett Cerf, working out in loca] ten- 
nis courts. 

Country Playhouse opening July 
1. Kent Smith, Claudia Morgan in 
| house company. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Schang 
| entertaining staff of Columbia Con- 
' certs here Friday (14). 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward French at 
| Longshore Club. Peggy French set 
| for summer stock at Mount Holyoke, 
Mass. 

William BJood, Darien actor, 
sailed last week on the S. S. Exeter 


W. R. Hearst, Sr., and Jr., "to join American ambulance corps 


in France. 


Atlantic City 


New Cinema theatre (Waxman 
managed) will open July 1. 

Bill Madden’s orch played swank 
Society Flower Mart Saturday (8). 

Frank White back from Florida 
and reopened 2112 Bar Saturday (8). 

Chez Paree nitery reopened Sat- 
urday night (8) with Ruth Martin as 
m.c. 

Benny Ross and Maxine Stone 
topped vaude bill at Steel Pier over 
weekend. 

Frank Weaver hired Dixie 





Jazz 


| windows and see the mannequins a nga New Orleans for his El 
pa ° . . i r¢ B 
displaying lingeree. It was a fashion evita F aa : : 
: oO on ier 
show with undies by Cooke, gowns | , Hamid’s Million D. Nar I 
: sii os dropped weekend admission from 


by Jenkins, and furs by Gunther 
held under the chairmanship of Mrs 
Francis Rogers, of the Soldiers and 
Sailors Club, 283 Lexington avenue 
N. 2. 
Hollywood 

Way-wenders westward last week 
on the fastest route to L. A.. TWA’s, 
included Myrna Loy and her hus- 
band. Arthur Hornblow, Jr., Miriam 
Hopkins, David O. Selznick and E. 
V. Durling, the King Features syndi- | 
Selznick said-he was 


‘planning to bring his family back 


east with him shortly. 

Pushovers for Madeleine Carroll, ' 
and that includes the entire popula- 
tion at the airport, rushed out to see 
the arrival of TWA’s Sky Chief when 


word got around that a bunch of 
' sladioli, named for her, was aboard. 


| box. 


Many a moon-eye was turned on the 
flowers, concealed in a brown-paper | 

Three husky, eager express | 
handlers hustled the box over to 
American Airlines where it was sent 


_up to Providence for the opening of | 
'‘Safari’—though a small boy would | 


have been enough. Miss Carro}) and 
Noel Coward were among the Sun- 
day exiters on the Clipper bound for 
Lisbon. 


) ish 


60c to 40c as experiment. 

Frank LaMarr and CBS crew top- 
billed at Auctioneers’ Frolic in Ritz- 
Carlton yesterday (Tuesday ). 

Don Riddle bought old A. C. Yacht 
Club site to build Nautical Tavern, 
with Owen Kertland as manager. 

Bert Estlow’s Ambassador hotel 
orch subbed for Alex Bartha’s Steel 
Pier orch over weekend, -while Jat- 
ter was on tour. 


- Philadelphia 


Frank Palumbo, nitery op, hes 
purchased a new home in Overbrook. 

Mark Wilson is new press agent 
for Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier, At- 
lantie City. 

Mrs. Calvin Friedberg, the former 
Mabel Langman, w.k. in local little 
theatre circles, has joined the Deer 
Lake troupe. 

Jim Keeney, erstwhile Record 
columnist, skedding a nitery guide 
tabbed ‘Peeping with Penn’ to come 
out in time for opening of G.O.P. 
convention. 

Arthur Simon, gm. of WPEN, had 
|a bad seare when the Oriente, on 
which he was a passenger on a Ha- 
vana cruise, was stopped by a Brit- 
yeun-Of-war. 
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FLORENCE ROBERTS 


Florence Roberts, 79, onetime stage 
star and recently the grandmother 
in the ‘Jones Family’ film series, 
died June 6 in Hollywood after a 
short illness. Three weeks ago she 
returned from a Panama vacation 
in apparent good health. 

Decedent’s stage and film career 
covered 60 years, beginning with 
‘Hoop of Gold’ in Brooklyn at the 
age of 19. Under David Belasco’s | 
direction she starred in ‘Zaza,’ ‘Ca- 
mille’ and other plays on Broad- 
way. Her stage work included 15 
years of stock in Philadelphia, long 
engagements in Boston and other 
cities and three world tours. She 
appeared in more than 500 plays and 
about 100 pictures. 

Mack Sennett introduced Miss 
Roberts to films in ‘Grandma’s Girl,’ 
back in the silent era. Best remem- 
bered of her films before the advent 
of sound were ‘Eyes of the World,’ 
‘Fanny Foley’ and ‘Westward Pass- 
age.’ Others of more recent date 
were ‘Babes in Toyland,’ ‘Les Miser- 
ables,’ ‘Every Saturday Night,’ ‘Big. 
Business,’ ‘Borrowing Trouble,’ ‘No- 
body’s Baby,’ ‘The Life of Emile 
Zola,’ ‘Love On a Budget’ and ‘The 
Storm” Since becoming grand- 
mother of the Jones Family, she 
played the role in 17 films. 

Miss Roberts was married to Wal- 
ter Gale, a stock player, who died 
several years ago. She is survived 
by a grandson, Robert Gale, of 
Philadelphia. 


E. E. CLIVE 


Edward E. Clive, 60, British stage 
and film actor, died June 6 in North 
Hollywood following a heart attack. 
His condition is said to have been 
aggravated by the war news. 

Born in Wales, Clive was a master 
of the various dialects of the Brit- 
ish Isles and toured extensively in 
the provinces after taking up a stage 
career at the age of 22. For a time 
in London he was under the man- 
agement of Charles Frohman .and 
moved to the United States in 1912. 
After several years on the Orpheum 
circuit, he operated the Copley thea- 
tre, Boston, and later produced plays 
at the Biltmore, Los Angeles, and 
at the Hollywood Playhouse. 

Clive’s picture work was largely 
confined to British characters. 
Among his best known films were 
*Bulldog Drummond,’ ‘Charlie Chan 
in London,’ ‘Captain Blood,’ ‘Lloyds 
of London,’ ‘Night Must Fall,’ ‘The 
Last Warning,’ ‘Cain and Mabel,’ 
‘Kidnapped,’ ‘Gateway’ and ‘Sub- 
marine Patrol.’ His last appearance 
was in ‘Personal History.’ Surviv- 
ing are his widow and son. 











WILLIAM D. DAVIS 

William D. Davis, 43, vet Pitts- 
burgh showman, died at the Vet- 
erans Hospital there last week of a 
heart ailment after an illness of 
eight weeks. Manager of the Tri- 
angle theatre, East Liberty, for the 
last 20 years, Davis, who served in 
the first World War, had been a 
leading figure in exhibitor organiza- 
tions for last couple of decades and 
served for two years as head of old 
Film Board of Trade. 

He was stricken on the eve of his 
appearance as a Government wit- 
ness in the motion picture monopoly 
suit and removed immediately to a 
private sanatorium in Washington, 
Pa. From there he was brought to 
the Veterans Hospital just a short 
time before his death. Davis had 
erved as manager of the Triangle, 
one; of town’s oldest nabe houses, 
through several successive owner- 
ships. 

He leaves widow and two daugh- 
ters. 





EVELYN COOKE 

Mrs. Evelyn Record, 58, who, as 
Evelyn Cooke, appeared in light 
opera and musical comedy, died May 
28 at her home in Puce, Ontario. 
For the past three years she had 
been in failing health. 

Born in England, Miss Cooke came 
to the U. S. with an English music 
hall company which opened at Ham- 
merstein’s, N. Y., in 1905. Later she 
toured with Milton Aborn’s Opera 
Company, Joseph Sheehan’s Opera 
Company, and was seen in ‘Ben- 
Hur’. In 1912 she married Ford 
Record, a stage carpenter, who was 
associated with many musical come- 
dies. They toured together in such 
musicals as ‘High Jinks,’ ‘Katinka’ 
and ‘Up in the Clouds’, Shortly 
after Record was named stage man- 
ager at the Temple, RKO Uptown 
and RKO Downtown theatres, all 
Detroit, in 1919, his wife retired. 

Surviving, beside her husband, are 


two sisters, both of whom reside in! 


England. Burial in Detroit. 


| was visiting in the city and stricken 


OBITUARIES” | 


JOHN M. METSCHL 

John M. Metschl, 48, former presi- 
dent of the Buffalo Symphony Or- 
chestra Assn., was killed instantly 
June 3 near Buffalo when struck by 
a passing auto while flagging aid for 
a flat tire. 

A violinist under Victor Herbert, 
Fritz Reiner and Eugene Goossens, 
Metschl became assistant tonductor 
at the old Court Street theatre, Buf- 
falo, in 1914, playing until 1926, 
when he became its conductor. He 
also led Hippodrome theatre pit 
band, Buffalo, directed Buffalo Ma- 
rine Band and piloted American 
Legion music groups. 

His widow, two daughters and 
two sons survive. 





WILLIAM H. EVARTS 


William H. Evarts, 73, retired 
character actor, whose 52 years in 
the theatre embraced more than 2,- 
000 roles, died June 6 at his home 
in South Portland, Me. 

Born in Roxbury, Mass., he made 
his debut at 13 in ‘The Octoroon,’ 
presented at the old Globe theatre, 
Boston. He was well known for his 
comedy parts and character roles. 
More recently he had been active 
in radio participating in dramatic 
sketches with his wife, Ethel. 

He leaves his widow, son and sis- 
ter. 





NELLE P. WALKER 

Nelle P. Walker, 44, for more than 
20 years a character actress, mostly 
in legit stock, died June 7 in Canton, 
O., after a long illness. 

She was a member of the Paul 
MacLean Players for several sea- 
sons and the Grand Players, stock 
company which played at the Grand 
opera house, Canton, two seasons. 
Illness compelled her to quit the 
stage several months ago. She is 
survived by mother, father and two 
sisters. 





LAURA M. ELLIOT 

Laura M. Elliot, voice teacher, who 
had taught many prominent players 
in the theatrical profession, died of 
a heart attack June 8 at her home 
in New York. She had been ill for 
some time. 

As head of the voice department 
of the Neighborhood Playhouse 
School of the Theatre, N. Y., since 
1928, Mrs. Elliot served as consultant 
to such legit personalities as Kath- 
arine Cornell, Guthrie McClintic and 
Aline MacMahon, among others. 





GRACIE EMMETT 

Gracie Emmett, 78, vaude per- 
former who specialized in Irish 
characterizations, died June 10 in 
Somerville, Mass. She retired in 
1928. Her best known characteriza- 
tion was that of Honora Murphy in 
‘Mrs. Murphy’s Second Husband,’ 
which she played 5,000 times in the 
United States before making a 
world tour with the playlet in 1905. 

She was the widow of B. R. Dor- 
man, a contractor. 





JOSEPH LeBRANDT 

Joseph Norris, playwright and 
actor, known _ professionally as 
Joseph LeBrandt, died June 5 at his 
home in New York. 

A writer of several melodramas, 
his plays included ‘Her First False 
Step,’ ‘Caught in the Web’ and ‘The 
Eye of the Idol.’ 





WILLIAM F. PACKARD 

William F. Packard, for years a 
film theatre operator in Frazeyburg, 
O., died June 2 in St. Francis hos- 
pital, Columbus, O. He retired from 
show business several years ago. 

Three sons and two daughters sur- 
vive. 





JOE WILTON 
Joe Wiltcn, vaude performer, died 
in the French Hospital, N. Y., June 
1 after a short illness. He was in 
his 40's. 
He was a member of the act 
known as the Wilton Bros. 





JOHN S. COHEN, JR. 

John S. Cohen, Jr., 41, former film 
critic of the New York Sun, died 
June 7 in Atlanta after a long ill- 
ness. 

Details in the picture section. 





JAMES HALL 
James Hall, 39, former film star, 
died June 7 in the Jersey City Medi- 
cal Center. 
Details in the picture section, 





Mother, 63, of Paul Douglas, radio 
announcer for the Chesterfield pro- 
grams, died June 5 in a New York 
hotel. A native of Philadelphia, she 





with a heart attack shortly after reg- 
istering at her hotel. 





Henry Otho Wright, 48, former 
actor and later set dresser at War- 
ners, died June 7 in San Bernardino, 
Cal., after a long illness. He was a 
brother of T. C. Wright, Warner 
production department head. 





J. J. Tartt, 73, vet theatre projec- 
tionist, died June 5 in Los Angeles. 
A charter member of Local 150, he 
was active until two months ago. 





Mrs. Louise Ziegfeld Buhl, 64, only 
sister of Florence Ziegfeld, died June 
8 in a Detroit hospital after an ill- 
ness of several months. 





Mother of Billy Mills, music direc- 
tor of Fibber McGee and Molly air- 
show, died June 2 in Los Angeles. 





Mother of George Torge, WBEN, 
Buffalo, announcer, died June 1. 


D. C. Waiting 


Continued from page 4 


tion with another anti-trust matter. 
Peace pact will have to be studied by 
various individuals and initialed by 
several Federal officials. Judging 
from past performance, the Federal 
prosecutors are not likely to commit 
themselves untél they seé the final 
draft and everything has been re- 
duced to writing. 

It is considered probable here that 
the Government asked for the recess 
with reluctance Possiblity has 
been suggested that Judge Goddard 
had as much as anybody to do with 
suspending the trial. Naturally, he 
would encourage exploitation of any 
means of avoiding a trial that may 
occupy him as long as two years and 
has so many complex angles. 

No Complete Divorcement 
Complete divorce is not necessari- 
ly the Government’s price. As Allied 
suggested in its turndown of the 
prior proposal, agreement might 
leave the major producers with first- 
run houses in key spots for exploi- 
tation purposes and grant them a 
period of years to unload their 
neighborhood houses and any down- 
town spots considered surplus.~ But 
Arnold is thought determined to see 
that the link between studios and 
the exhibition end of the business is 
materially narrowed. 

On the other hand, there is reason 
to believe that Arnold in the end will 
insist on putting his case in the rec- 
ord before signing a truce. The New 
Deal has spent large sums and much 
time preparing its attack. It ts 
counting on the psychological effect 
to whip other industries into line. 
It has won victories in parallel ac- 
tions that are bound to be heady. A 
settlement before the prosecution’s 
story is told to the court would leave 
the majors in a position to deny vari- 
ous inferences from the pact at some 
time in the future. 


MARRIAGES 


Helen Myron to Duncan Cramer, 
in Boulder City, Nev., June 1. Bride 
is former stylist at 20th-Fox; he’s 
a film art director. 

Lucile Beckwith to Paul Edwards, 
June 9, in Columbus, O. She’s NBC 
singer; he’s drummer with Hugo 
Monaco orch. 

Elizabeth Boyle to William C. Tay- 
lor, June 3, in New York. He’s an 
announcer at WPAY, Portsmouth, O. 

Frankie Date to Bernie Jones, in 
San Francisco, May 26. Bride is 
dancer; he’s vocalist with Dick 
Aurandt’s KSPO (San _ Francisco) 
orchestra. 

Ottilie E. Rains to John W. Riley, 
June 15, in Boston. Bride is daugh- 
ter of Leon Rains, former Met. Opera 
basso; he’s assistant in Boston 
Globe music and drama dept. and a 
VARIETY mugg in Boston. 

Bert Kapp to Joe Davis, in New 
York, June 12. Bride is sister of 
Jack Kapp, prez of Decca Records; 
he’s the music publisher. 

Mrs. Belle ‘Potash to Sam Katz, 
June 7, in Riverside, Cal. He’s 
Metro production exec. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Swales, son, 
in Detroit, May 31. Father is an- 
nouncer at WWJ, Detroit. 

Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Weiner, son, 
June 6, in Hackensack, N. J. Father 
is chief engineer at WNEW, New 
York. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Niblo, Jr., son, 
June 7, in Hollywood. Father is 
screen writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Dunville, 
son, June 8, in Cincinnati. Father 
is general sales manager of WLW, 
Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Burt Shaw, son, in 
New York, June 7. Father is vocal- 


























ist with Ruby Newman’s orch. 
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England’s Reading Boom 

Form of divertissement that has 
already largely supplanted films, 
legit and niteries in England, and 
will virtually take their place when 
—or if— the bombs begin to rain, is 
evident from’ skyrocketing book 
sales there in recent months. Just 
the threat of death from the air, 
with the resultant blackout, has held 
Britons at their firesides reading, 
while when the _ fully-expected 
bombings really come and places of 
assembly are shut down, it is antici- 
pated book and periodical sales will 
reach further high levels. 

Best evidence of what war has 
done to British amusement habits is 
the almost incredible record set in 
England by Penguin books in April. 
Sixpenny (about 8c) paperbacks 
sold 1,250,000 copies during the 30- 
day period. With the war in progress 
only four months during 1939, Pen- 
guin was also enabled to set a new 
record for the year, selling 10,000,000 
copies. 

Richard Lane, who with his two 
brothers revolutionized the English 
book business five years ago by set- 
ting up Penguin with its cheapie edi- 
tions, was in New York for the past 
three weeks and sailed for England 
yesterday (Tuesday). A member of 
the Naval Reserve, his number was 
called while he was in this country, 
and he'll go into active duty upon his 
return. He’s 35. His brother, John, 
32, is already in service, which will 
leave the weight of the giant pub- 
lishing business on the eldest of the 
trio, Alan, 38. 

Lane does not attribute the tre- 
mendous output of books in April 
entirely to individual sales. It’s due, 
in part, at least, to booksellers stock- 
ing up to beat a threatened price 
rise. One of the Lane brothers’ com- 
petitors, Richard Lane said, recently 
jumped his price to seven pence 
(9c), and there’s fear that Penguin 
will follow suit. Price to booksellers 
is four pence (5c). 

There’s plenty of reason, accord- 
ing to Lane, for tilting the sales levy, 
as cost of the paper used has jumped 
from $55 to $140 a ton. Most of it 
came from Norway and the govern- 
ment at the start of the war began 
rationing it to conserve foreign ex- 
change. Lane said that as a result, 
Penguin will be forced to ration its 
books to sellers if the sales volume 
continues. Printing costs have also 
risen 5 to 10% since the start of the 
war, the English publisher declared. 

Book sales in the United States 
paradoxically are considerably be- 
low normal, large distributing com- 
panies report. Slump is attributed, 
of course, to the war, which has a 
large majority of the public so busy 
reading newspapers from edition to 
edition and listening to the radio in 
between that there is no time left 
for reading books. 





Time’s Ad Series in Brochure 

Series of full-page ads on news- 
gathering which Time began placing 
in newspapers and mags in February 
of this year has been compiled into 
a page-size brochure which was sent 
to editors, publishers, ad execs, 
heads of educational institutions, 
business tycoons and hundreds of 
other potentially interested persons 
last week. 

Printed on extra heavy, coated pa- 
per, it contains seven of the ads and 
is accompanied by a letter from g.m. 
Charles Stillman explaining the pur- 
pose of the series is to ‘give U. S. 
newsreaders a better understanding 
of the theory and practice of U. S. 
journalism.’ Facing each ad is com- 
ment on it from educators, publish- 


ers and business, civic and other |. 


leaders. 

Ads appeared in 12 dailies in New 
York, Washington, Chicago and De- 
troit; in Editor and Publisher; in 
Time, Life, Fortune and Architec- 
tural Forum, and in 39 college pa- 
pers and 11 prep school publications. 
Total paid circulation of the group 
is said to be 9,925,000. 





Quit New Republic in Huff 
After 13 years as contribbing edi- 
tors to The New Republic, Waldo 
Frank and Lewis Mumford have re- 
signed from the weekly because of 
disagreement on policy with the edi- 





who resigned are Rexford G. Tug- 
well, Edward C. Lindeman, H. N. 
Brailsford, John T. Flynn and Jon 
Mitchell. 





Would Combine Catholic Papers 

Amalgamation of the approxi- 
mately 60 weekly Catholic papers in 
the U. S., practically all of them 
regional, into a _ single national 
Catholic Sunday paper has been 
proposed by Theodore F. MacManus, 
retired Detroit advertising man. 
MacManus made the proposal before 
the National Catholic Press Associa- 
tion in the automobile city, garner- 
ing sufficient interest for him to 
open offices to fully shape the 
project. 

MacManus visions a circulation of 
possibly 3,000,000 for the paper. He 
would form a special wire service 
for national news. MacManus is 
said to have made a fortune in the 
advertising biz, mostly in the auto- 
motive end. 





Oldfield’s Military Chore 


Assigned job of blurbing the 
47,000 soldiers who will be en- 
camped at Camp Ripley, Minn., this 
summer, Aug. 4-24, will be Lincoln 
(Neb.) Journal-Star and KFOR film 
gabber Barney Oldfield, who is the 
only epaulet-adorned critic of the 
area. Will be the fifth year for him 
as ink-grabber for the Nebraska Na- 
tional Guard and second as a part of 
the 4th Army maneuvers. 

He’s a reserve captain. 





Ann Masters Upped 


Jack Malloy, managing editor of 
the Chicago Herald-American, an- 
nounces Ann Masters in complete 
charge of the motion picture depart- 
ment, but will also continue as fea- 
ture writer. : 

Lucia Perrigo will become picture 
critic under name ‘Rob Reel.’ 





LITERATI OBITUARIES - 


W. G. (‘Billy’) Sutlive, editor of 
Savannah, Ga., Evening Press and 
former president of Georgia Press 
Assn., died Thursday (6) at his home 
in Savannah after several months’ 
illness. 

Thomas J. Murphy, 70, former 
publisher of the Greensboro (N. C.) 
Patriot, died May 29 at Greensboro. 

Clifton B. Carberry, 64, managing 
editor of the Boston Post since 1907, 
died Saturday (8) of a cerebral 
hemorrhage while at work at his 
desk. He began his newspaper ca- 
reer on the Post, becoming that 
paper’s m.e. at the age of 31. He 
frequently used the by-line of ‘John 
Bantry’ for special pieces in the 
paper. 

Helen Marot, 75, who was editor 
of the now defunct Dial Magazine, 
died Friday (7) in New York, 





CHATTER 


Robert D. Potter named science 
editor of American Weekly. 

Ben Lucien Burman has gone to 
the Coast for a film writing chore. 

Richard Howland has quit Tide 
Magazine to go into advertising biz. 

Simon & Schuster has moved into 
its glass-enclosed_ Radio City offices. 

James McC ey, City News 
(N. Y.) shipping reporter, on West 
Indies cruise. 

Johnston D. Kerkoff, former N. Y. 
Journal-American rewrite ace, now 
with the N. Y. Post. 

Harriet McLain has left Random 
House to join Carrick & Evans edi- 
torial staff. 

Alice Hegan Rice, the ‘Mrs. Wiggs 
of the Cabbage Patch’ creator, is do- 
ing her autobiog. 

Frank Gervasi, Collier's staffer, 
signed with Doubleday-Doran for a 
book on European situation. 

Frederick Hazlitt Brennan sold his 
serial, ‘They Sell Sailors Elephants,’ 
to Colliers for autumn publication. 

Fred J. Flagler, railroad man, but 
formerly a 4th Estater, starting 
morning newspaper at High Point, 
Ne. 

Leonard Amster has joined the 
Howell, Soskin publishing house in 
a combo publicity and editorial ca- 
pacity. 

Langston Hughes has completed 
his autobiog, and Knopf is to bring 
out the life of the scribbler in 


tors, Bruce Bliven, Malcolm Cowley, ' August. 


George Soule and Stark Young. 


Closing date of the Greystone 


Matter is fully explained in the Bookman Prize Novel Contest, open 
current issue, with Frank and Mum-| to those in the book trade, extended 
ford holding that the U. S. should! to Nov. 15. 


give immediate aid to the Allies. 


Eric Ambler, English mystery 


Resigning contribbing editors also writer, in America to meet the fam- 
take a rap at what they declare to/ily of his U. S.-born wife before he 
be the ‘smug liberalism’ of the | goes into the army. 


weekly. 
The New Republic was founded 
by the late Herbert D. Croly in 1914. 


| 


Wilbur Forrest, assistant editor of 
the N. Y. Herald Tribune, elected 
prez of the New York State Society 


Contribbing editors besides the two! of Newspaper Editors. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 





Guess He Doesn't Like Bob Hope 
Jersey City. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Thursday the 30th I visited the 
State theatre, N. Y. City, to see a 
comic who is hot at the moment, due 
tc his radio rating and last two pic- 
tures. 1 attended six o’clock show, 
and there seemed to be a packed 
pouse, full of enthusiasm. Out comes 
this comedian, faces his audience 
with somewhat of what’s-the-use 
manner. For 10 minutes he reels off 
the corniest and unfunniest gags that 
1 have ever heard. Here’s some of 
jt, that a comic can get away with | 
these days, and get top rating be- | 
sides: 

He coughs and faces the audience | 
and says, ‘I must get a room tonight’ 
‘courtesy of Joe E. Lewis). 

Another of his gags, in speaking of | 
one of his stooges, points to her | 
dress and says ‘fugitive from Klein's’ | 
(courtesy of Milton Berle). 

Still another, in talking of one of 
his pictures, he says, ‘It wasn’t re-| 
jeased —it escaped’ (courtesy of | 
Henny Youngman). 

Talking of one of his earlier pic- | 
tures, he asked the audience if they | 
had seen it—four people applaud, and 
he asks for their autographs. (Slate 
Bros.) 

Another gem of comedy business 
used by him: The Hotel Bit which 
was Gropped by the Minsky comics 
long ago. 

Bob Hope once did a good act, but 
since his passing on to radio and pic- 
tures he has turned the act over to | 
Lew Parker, who does fairly well 
with it. 

1 recall one evening at a benefit at 
ihe Alvin theatre in 1937. At the 
time he had his first try on the radio, 
aud he bemoaned the fact to the au- 
dience that he was doing poorly at | 
that time and implored them with | 
these words, ‘Will someone please | 
listen to me?’ | 

Now that he has a lot of people 
listening to him, from what I've seen, 
despite his present topnotch rating, | 
Hope is badly in need of an act. Am | 
waiting for your reviewer’s com- | 
ment anent these goings-on at the | 
Siate theatre, and I'll bet it will be a | 
corker. 








Sol Ruberman. 


Agrees With Odec 


New York. 
Edu#or, Variety: 

Saw Odec’s interesting review of | 
the ‘Public Affairs Weekly’ in last | 
week's Variety. It was a very astute | 
review, and I think he caught the 
weakness of the show perfectly. I 
only regret that he caught that one | 
program, which was the weakest we 
will have on the whole series. Weak 
because it had to do with such ab- 
slract political ideologies that we 
could make no particular point. 

Tonight's show, script enclosed, is 
a different matter. It deals with a 
simple truth: freedom of speech and 
the press. It is knit together, and 


the points made are straightforward | 


and clear. 

The critique of the use of the 
chorus is particularly interesting. 
Someday I would like to tell you 
the whole theory behind the speak- | 
ing chorus—still very much in the 
experimental stage, but, I think, be- 
coming more and more effective. 
Simply, it is this: I am looking for 
2 completely fluid form, fluid in the 
musical sense—fluid as a symphony 
is fluid. Therefore, I use the chorus 
&S an ‘evolving image’ 
lion is mine). This evolving image, 
if it is to be successful, must spring 


Phenix-like from the scene preced- | 


ing, and lead directly into the fol- 
lowing. The 
with the chorus and speakers talk- 
ing simultaneously with a changing 
perspective, I think, will solve that 
question if I can ever find out how 
to use the chorus effectively with- 
Out sounding like a chant. 
Al Williams, 
NBC Program Dept. 





Not Hka Chase’s Musical Debut 
New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


In recent press reports and re- 
views of 


cbrerved that every critic states that | 
ka Chase is making her musical ' 


show debut. 

Am 1 correct in saying that Miss 
Chase was featured in ‘Revenge 
With ‘Music’ in 1934? Just a matter 
for the record. 


Al Mayer. 





, [Right. Theatre program notes, | 
wowever, err in stating ‘Grass’ 
marks Miss Chase's musicomedy 
@e but.—Ed.] i 


| less than 
| during 
| week bookkeeping period 


| date of 


(the defini- | 


use of a _ cross-fade | 


‘Keep Off the Grass’ I've} 


OK on the Retake 
New York, 
Editor, Varirty: 

Will you please pass this along to 
your dramatic critic. 

In his writeup of ‘Keep Off the 
Grass’ Abel stated he liked my ‘Dr. 
Kildare’ skeich, but he thought the 
‘Romeo and Juliet’ skit not so hot. I 
don’t blame him for so thinking as 
he saw the show the opening night. 
However, the fact of the matter is 
that this sketch is a prop sketch, 
completely dependent upon props, 
and due to the fact we had a new 
bunch of stagehands, they all went 
cockeyed (the props, not the stage- 
hands). As result of which the 
sketch practically died. However, 
the second performance and there- 
after ‘Romeo and Juliet’ played as 
it should, and is the funniest sketch 
in the show, much funnier than ‘Kil- 
dare,’ as it had been during our Bos- 
ton run. Mort Lewis. 


Bryan Field’s Status 


Schenectady. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

The current issue of VARIETY car- 
ries a brief story about Bryan Field, 
to the effect that he will give up 
radio work for manning the P.A. 
system at Saratoga this year. 

While information on which this 
was based no doubt originated in 
this office, we find that we were 
off base on the matter. He will ac- 
tually be on the air via Mutual net. 

Bob Cragin. 
(Leighton & Nelson Agency.) 





War Clauses 


Continued from page 2 








tre by the present European strug- 
gle. If managers feel the war suffi- 
ciently damaging to their business 
to warrant such action, Equity has 
declared, a request may be made 
for permission to close a show with- 
out liability for salaries. 
50% Foreign Dip An Out 

Agreement which RKO is ap- 

pending to regular contracts to 


cover war contingencies is believed | 


of those of all companies. 
permits 


typical 
It virtually 


legal language. Clause in plain 
English states that a suspension of 
the player may become effective 
whenever receipts which are being 
or can be transferred to this coun- 
try from England and France are 
50° of what they were 
the parallel four- or five- 
in 1938. 


Inasmuch as the majors are main- | 


taining that European receipts are 
|already more than 50% below nor- 
mal, it would seem that the player 
is out from under the protection of 
' the contract before he even signs it. 
Pertinent excerpts from the RKO 
war rider are: ‘If during the time 
when the artists is performing or is 


| poration, the corporation is pre- 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| ing days, 


i 
| 
| 


the studio to! $2,600 the second; Stage 9, following 
|eancel the pact at will, although this | $4,000 the first week, nabbed only 
aspect is well-hidden in a maze of | $1,800 last week. 


i 
| 
| 
| 


i saying that there would be no war 


obligated to perform for the cor- | 


vented from or hampered or inter- | 


|rupted in preparing or producing 


motion pictures by reason of...war | 


(other than wars existing as of the | tional defense program, Ed Kuyken- 


the execution hereof, in- 
volving substantially the same na- 
tions as are now engaged therein) 
: or if for any reason whatsoever 
a substantial group of distributors 
or exhibitors kandling the corpora- 
| tion’s films in the United States shall 
be closed for a period of one week 
or more: or in the event of war or 
armed conflict (whether or not there 
has been an Official declaration of 
war or Official statement as to the 
|existence of a state of war) involv- 
ing the United States; then as a re- 
sult of any such condition the cor- 
poration may suspend the services 
and compensation of the artist as 
often as any such condition occurs 
and during such periods of time as 
such condition exists. 
War Proviso 


tion’s motion pictures cannot 
adequately determined, and that it 





‘such distribution’ to the United 


| 


| 
} 


four or five weeks shall be less than 
50% of the receipts from said ter- 
ritories transferred or which could 
have been transferred...during an 
equivalent period of 1938, then... 
the corporation may suspend the 
services and compensation of the 
artist commencng when this condi- 
tion is indicated by the regularly 
prepared accounting records of the 
corporation and continuing until... 
receipts from said territories trans- 
ferred, or which can be _ trans- 
ferred...shall equal 50%...of the 
same period in 1938.’ 

Another clause which has attor- 
neys for players hot is the relega- 
tion by RKO to itself of the arbi- 
trary right to extend the contract 
a time equivalent to the length of 
the suspension. RKO’s legal bat- 
tery words it thus: ‘The corpora- 
tion at its election may extend the 
current term of this agreement for 
a time equivalent to all or any part 
of the period, or aggregate of the 
periods, of the continuance of any 
of the conditions described in... 
preceding paragraphs.’ 


SF. FAIR’S B. 0. 
FALLS OFF IN 
2D WEEK 


San Francisco, June 11. 

After a fine first week, during 
which the grosses of shows at the 
Frisco World’s Fair compared very 
favorably with those of last year’s 
first week, business dropped sharply 
last week. 

Billy Rose’s Aquacade, following 
a fine $47,800 for its first week, slid 
to $44,000 last, but still maintaining 











the lead. Clifford C. Fisher’s ‘Folies 
Bergere’ did excellently during the | 
first week with $24,000, but dropped 
to $19,000 during the second. 

Fair’s own ‘Cavalcade of a Nation,’ | 
somewhat disappointing in its open- 
picked up somewhat to 
finish a first week with better than 
$18,000, then skidded last week to 
wind up with $12,000. Salici’s 
Puppets got $3,800 the first sesh, 





Reels’ Defense 
L__.____ Continued from page 3 | 


reel last week, were deemed of 
such importance to the nation that 








Barney Balaban, president of Par, 
ordered the subjects immediately 
released to the four competitive 
reels. 


Green pledged the support of the | 
AFL in putting across the American | 
defense program in the present crisis 





millionaires. Mrs. Morrow made a 


stressing that such help was needed 
now, not later. 
Kuykendall’s Appeal 


In line with plans of the amuse-| 
ment industry to participate in a na- | 
| 


dall, president of the Motion Picture | 
Theatre Owners of America, now in | 


' New York, has issued an appeal to | 


9,000 theatres for exhibitor support. | 

‘I appeal to every theatre owner | 
and, in fact, everyone in and out of! 
this industry to lend themselves and | 
aid in every way possible our Gov- 
ernment in its national defense plan,’ 
he urged. 

‘It is my opinion that the time is 
now opportune for every man, wo- | 
man and child in the motion picture | 
industry to lend themselves to this 


| patriotic duty, in that all of the re- 


sources of this great country may be| 
unified as to our obligations as citi- 
zens of the United States,’ Kuyken- 
dall added. The MPTOA president | 
importuned the theatres to give full} 


; and complete showings at each per-| 


‘It is agreed that at the present! 
time the effect of the European war | 
upon the distribution of the corpora- | 
be | 

H ; + %, +4 
is the intention of the parties here- Laying Off Nazi War 
to that if such war interferes seri- | 
ously enough with distribution... | 
or the transfer of the receipts of) 


| States, such event should also give | 
the corporation the right to suspend | 


' the services and compensation of the 
| artist... 

‘It is agreed, therefore, that the re- 
|ceipts transferred or which can be 
|transferred to the corporation in 


‘New York...from Great Britain 


formance of newsreels containing in- | 
formation of the Government's de-' 
fense activities. 





Reels as Propaganda | 


Newsreels in N. Y. have been} 
tipped that three reels of war foot- | 
age, photographed by German army 
units, shortly will be offered for |} 
showing in this country. Films are | 
supposed to represent a composite ! 
picture illustrating the might of the | 
Nazi military in actual warfare. | 
None of the war horrors is Jeft in| 


' plea for, immediate aid to the Allies, | Sao 


a 


! tion was similar 


Neil Hamilton and Marian Marsh Head 





‘Stage 9, Frisco Expo's 


American newsréels because so prop- 
agandistic. 

All the newsreels accepted pic- 
tures supplied by German camera- 
men on the Poland campaign be- 
cause okay photographically and be- 
cause no strings were attached. 
Since then material on the war has 
been offered only with the under- 
standing that the tenor of the foot- 
age can’t be changed in N. Y. edi- 
torial offices. Understood that Life 
mag has had the same difficulty over 
government restrictions set up on 
still photos by Nazis. 


Newsreel editors claim they are 
willing to show the fighting from 
the German side of thefront line 
but insist that they should be per- 
mitted to use their own cameramen 
and crews. Thus far, the Nazis have 
refused this permission, ruling that 
they shall be German-made subjects 
with the propaganda angle left in by 
government direction. 


Nazis have been able to secure 
such graphic pictures of their cam- 
paigns because the army is or- 
ganized so that each German division 
has a motion picture and still unit, 
according to info in the hands of 
American newsreels, 


Timely Duce Reels 


Majority of newsreels had special 
clips ready for immediate release 
covering Italy's entrance into the 
European war Monday (10). These 
specials were printed up and sent to 
various key cities in advance of 
Monday’s official war declaration. 

Result was that these clips were 
on the screens less than 10 minutes 
after Mussolini made his war ad- 
dress, 


Browne-Bioff | 


Continued from page 7 














to the presidency. 
Cleveland, was elevated to first v-p. 
to replace John P. Nick, of St. Louis, 
and William P. Covert, Richard F. 
Walsh, Floyd M. Billingsley, James 
J. Brennan and Roger Kennedy were 
each moved up a notch. Felix Snow 
of Kansas City was added as a vp. 
Louis Krouse was reelected secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


Thurman Arnold, assistant VU. S._| 


attorney-general, was the target for 
Joseph Padway, AFL and IA coun- 
sel, in a speech on Wednesday (5). 
Arnold’s ruling that it is unlawful 
for a union to strike to force the 
employment of unnecessary labor, it 
was said by Padway, would have 
dire effects on the two-man booth 
system which IA maintains in pic- 
ture houses, 
Television 

Television came in for consider- 
ation in a resojJution referred to the 
committee asking assurance 
video projectors picture 


that in 


| houses be handled only by IA men. 
| Necessity of IA members training 
was | 


themselves for this work 


stressed. It was also demanded that 
regular projectionist not be re- 
placed. 


Other resolutions included: 


Request that nation-wide effort be 
made to enforce employment of IA 
men only to 
jectors used 
poses. Adopted. 


for commercial pur- 


Request that execs take action to 


see that all pix made under JIA juris- 
diction be projected only by IA 
members. Adopted. 

Request for action to protect juris- 
dictional rights of IA, particularly | 
to ask cessation of encroachment by | 
Circus, Carnivals, Faits and Rodea 
International. Adopted. 

Request for leaders to expel Com- 
munists and Fascists ‘filtering into 
local unions’. Adopted unanimously. | 

Convention also unanimously con- | 
curred in a resolve to expunge from | 
its record a resolution by which the} 
N. Y. delegates urged the Govern- 
ment to ‘keep us clear of any war 
involvements and specifically to pre- | 
vent granting of public or private. 
loans to any warring power.’ Ex-/} 
punging action came after Harry 
Brooks, Troy, N. Y., charged resolu-, 
to a part of the 
Communist party platform. 





Joe E. Brown Back 


Hollywood, June 11. 
Joe E. Brown’s first picture since 
he was injured in a motor accident 


several months ago rolled at Colum- | 


Harlan Holmden, 


| Street carnivals, 
'troit’s vacant lots liberally, as well 


Pix Sideshow 


San Francisco, June 9. 
Neil Hamilton, Marian Marsh, 
Schlepperman and chorus; 40c. gate. 








Picture making as it’s actually 
done on the sound stages in Holly- 
wood is the general idea of this show, 
which is attracting a fair amount of 
customers. It utilizes a regulation 
studio set, with all the accoutrements 
such as lights, sound camera mount- 
ed on a dolly, mixing-table, micro- 
phone, juicers, stagehands, script girl 
and director. 

An announcer sitting in the back- 
ground carefully explains the pur- 
pose of the various equipment and 
that an actual scene is about to be 
shot in which Neil Hamilton and 
Marian Marsh are starred. Up to 
this point everything is all according 
to Hoyle, but when the troupe gets 
into action the flaws also creep in. 

The director goes into action; he 
calls his stars; explains the scene: 
checks with the sound man: then 
come the yells for ‘quiet’ followed 
by ‘Roll ’em.’ That's all very well, 
except for the fact that so much 
noise pours onto the set from next- 
door mechanical apparatus, bugle 
calls from a war exhibit immediately 
adjoining and a veritable babel of 
miscellaneous sounds that hardly a 
word the actors on the stage are 
speaking, or the directors’ instruc- 
tions, can be heard by the audience. 

The show is not being taken seri- 
ously enough by the people who par- 
ticipate in it; there is too much loose- 
ness, too much kidding by every- 
body, and too much make believe 
that doesn’t make the audience be- 
lieve. After each performance, the 
audience crowds down in response to 
Neil Hamilton's invitation to get 
autographs from him and Miss 
Marsh, and the candid camera fiends 
click their shutters as the two stars 
obligingly pose in the rays of a cou- 
ple of studio rifles. 

Each performance runs about 40 
minutes and includes six or seven 
different scenes in which Hamilton 
and Miss Marsh and Schlepperman 
are the principals. They also in- 
clude several scenes working a line 
of girls in a routine of steps behind 
the stars. 

Irving Ackerman, formerly of 
Ackerman & Harris; Milton Watefts 
and several others have taken over 
the reins of the management from 
Herrick Herrick. Rivers. 


| NY, Fer Shows 














HAWAII 


ae (15¢) 

Miniature Hawaiian stage revue, 
which is geared for continuous grind, 
jis catching on this year. Phil Plant 
| took the same space he had last year 
‘for his Dugong-Hawaiian display, 
but hasn’t greatly increased the num- 
|ber of Hula entertainers. Under- 
| stood, however, that the auditorium, 
;now seating less than 100, and stage 
imay be enlarged along with the cast 
|of dancers. Should help, because it’s 
| too carny in present atmosphere and 
| presentation. 

| Show does 


okay on Hawaiian 
angle, but lacks showmanly touches. 
Hula and South Sea dancers hint at 
| possibilities, though patently suffer- 
jing from grind setup. Male string 
_trio and femme balladist. who dou- 
, bles as m.c., are class of the affair, 

j Wear. 


ZORIMA 


(25¢) 





operate 16 mm. pro-| 


This is a turkey and not worth 
25c. Tabbing the show as Zorima 
looks like a cheap play on the name, 
Zorina. Zorima is billed as having 
been a nudie at the San Francisco 
exposish last year. Here’ she’s 
spotted as a member of a femme 
tribe, and called on to become a 
sacrificial victim, which is the ex- 
cuse to perform an outmoded veil 
dance. Clustered about are seven 
girls of varying beauty and build, 


| plus a high priestess, who laughed 


at her own lines. Whole thing is ex- 
= by an unseen narrator, and 
ull. 

Femmes wear transparent, flowing 
robes which gives the visiting fire- 
men a bash. Audience stands behind 
a railing, but which is even getting 
too close to something so bad. It 
would be a bust at a nickel. Wear. 





Det. Ordinance Would 


Ban Carnies and Rides 


Detroit, June 11. 
which dot Dee 


as rides, probably will be ruled out 
| of Detroit shortly. A city ordinance 
| would provide a complete ban with- 
;in the city. 
Town's 


two biggest amusement 


| it’s stated; only the impression of in- | bia with Robert Sparks producing parks, Eastwood and Jefferson Beach, 


and France for, any of the corpora- | 
tion’s regular’ accounting’ peridds of? 


vinecible force. 
Likely will not be touched by ahy” 


and Edward Sedgwick directing. 
Title is ‘The “Clay Pigeon,’ 


both outside the Wayne County line, 
be affected: ; : r 


Would not 








Wednesday, June 12, 1910 


This business was built on ‘‘guts’’... 
ideas...courage...the ability to find 
an angle in every piece of entertain- 
ment that has a story...a star or a 
chance! 


And that goes for most pictures. 


Smack your message across BIG.:. 
and BOLD...as though you believed 
it yourself. 


Make your theatre a real SHOW 
PLACE...so that people come into 
your lobby...walk up to your box- 
office ... wonder what the hell all 
the shoutin’s about. ? 


Use TRAILERS to give voice and ac- 
tion to your message...LOBBY DIS- 
PLAYS to add the spice of. variety 
and color...STANDARD ACCESSORIES 
to catch them while they’re walking 
...when they’re window-shopping. 


Don’ t let the grass grow under your 
feet. Your theatre is your show-win- 
dow. Fill it full of high-power...low-. 
cost “come-hither” seat-sellers from 





NATIONAL SCREEN SERVICE 











... Best Ticket-Sellers in the Business! 


national SCREEN ACCESSORIES| 
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